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JOURNAL TO STELLA. 



LETTER XX. 

London, April 5, 171 1. 

A PUT my nineteenth in the post-office just noW 
myself, as I came out of the d^, where I dined. 
TTiis rain ruins me in coach hire ; I walked away 
sixpennyworth, and came within a shilling length> 
and then took a coach, and got a lift back for nO' 
thing ; and am now busy. 

6. Mr. secretary desired I would see \ani thii 
morning, said he had several things to say to me, 
and said not one : and the duke of Ormond sent td 
desire I would meet him at Mr. Southwell's by ted 
this momiag too, whidi I think it was some particu- 
lar matter. All the Irish in town were there, td 
consult upon preventing a bill for laying a duty on 
Irish yam ; so we talked awhile, and then all went 
to the lobby of the house o'f Gammons, to solicit 
our friends, and the duke came among the restj 
and lord- Anglesey • solicited admirably, and I ^ 

* ATtliur Aonesley, who sucowijed his brother in title, aB4 
in the office of jaint traasurer, Sept. 19, 1710- He died in 
.1737. ■ N. 

VOL. IV. B wonders. 
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wonders. But after all the matter was put off till 
Monday, and then we are to be at it again. I 
dined with lord Mountjoy, and looked over him at 
chesSj which put me in mind of Stella and Griffyth. 
I came home, and that dog Patrick was not within, 
so I fretted, and fretted, and what good did that do 
me f and so get you gone to your deans, you couple 
of queans i I can't find rhyme to Walls and Stoyt? : 

Yes, yes, you expect Mrs. AValls, 
Be d] ess'd when she calls, 
To carry you to Stojic, 
Or ehe kon't toil. 

Henley told me, " that the tories were insupportable 
people, because they are for bringing in French 
claret, and- will not sup-port" Mr. Harley will 
Hardly get abroad this week or ten days yet. I 
reckon when Isend away this letter he will be just 
got into the House of Commons. My last letter 
went in twelve days, and so perhaps may this. No 
it won't, for those letters that go under a fortnight 
are answers to one of yours, otherwise you must 
t^ke the days as they happen, some dry, some wet, 
iome barren, some fruitful, some merry, some in- 
sipid ; some, &c, — I will write you word exactly the 
first day I see young, gooseberries, and pray observe 
how much later you are. We have not hail five 
fine days, this five weeks, but rain or wind. "Tis a 
late spring they say here.-.«<io to bed, you two dear 
Baucy brats, and don't keep me up all night. 

7. Ford has been at Epsom, to avoid Good Friday 
and Easter Sunday. He forced me to-day to dine 
with him ; and tells me there are letters from Ireland 
giving an account of a great indiscretion in the arch- 
bishop 
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bishop of Dublin, who applied a story out of Tadtu» 
very refiectingly on Mr. Harley, and that twenty 
peaple have written of it ; I do not believe it j-et. I 
called this evening to see Mr. secretary, who Iiad 
been very ill with the gravel and pain in his back, by 
Burgundy and Champagne, added to the sitting up all 
night at business ; I found him drinl^ing tea while the 
rest were at Champagne, and was very glad of it. I 
have chid him so severely that I- hardly knew whether 
he would take it well : then I went and sat an 
hour with Mrs. St. John, who is growing a great fa^ 
vourite of mine ; she goes to the Bath on Wednes- 
day, for she is much out of health, and has begged me 
to take care of the secretary. 

8. I <Kned to-day with Mr. secretary St. John j he 
gave me a letter to read, which was from the pub* 
lisher of the newspaper called the Post Boy ; in it 
there was a long copy of a letter from Dublin, giving 
an account of what the whigs said upon Mr. Harley's 
being stabbed, and how much they abuse him and 
Mr. secretary St. John ; and at the end there was half 
a dozen lines, telling the story of the archbishop of 
Dublin, and abusing him horribly ; this was to be 
-printed on Tuesday. I told the secretary " I would 
not suffer that about the archbishop to be printed/' 
and so I crossed it out ; and afterward to prevent 
all danger, I made him give me the letter, and, upon 
farther thought, would let none of it be published: 
and sent for the printer and told him so, dnd or- 
dered him in the secretary's name, " to print nothing 
reflecting on any body in Ireland till he showed' it 
me." Thus I have prevented a terrible scandal to 
the' archbishop, by a piece of perfect good fortune. 
I will let him know it by next post ; and pray if yoii 
B 2 pick 
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|Hcfe it out let aie know^ and whetlier he is thankful 
for it ; hot say nothing. 

9- I was to day at the' house of commons again 
about this yam, at lord Anglesea's desire, hut the 
business is again put off till Monday. I dined with 
sir John Stanlej", by an assignation I had made with 
Mr. St. John, and George Granville, the secretary at 
war ; but they let in other company, some ladies, and 
so we were not as easy as I intended. My head is 
pretty tolerable, but every day I feel some Httle 
disorders; I have left off. snuff since Sunday, find- 
ing myself much worse after taking a good deal 
at the secretary's. I would not let him drink one 
drop of Champagne or Burgundy without water, and 
in compliment I did so myself. He is much better, 
but wh«i he is well he is like Stella, and will not 
fce governed. So go to your Stoyte's and I'll go 
deep. 

10. I have been Visiting lady Worsley and Mrs. 
Barton to day, and dined soberly with my friend 
licwis. The dauphin is dead of an apoplexy ; I wish 
he had lived till the finishing of this letter, that it 
might be news to you. Duncombe*, the ridi aiders 
man, died to day, and I hear has left the duke erf" 
ArgyHj who married his niece -f, two hundred thon- ■ 
sand pounds ; I hope it is true, for I love that duke 
mightily. 1 writ this evening to the archbishop of 
l!)ablin about what I told you ; and then went to 
take leave of poor Mrs. St. John, who gave me strict 

. * Sir Chftrl» Dtucombe, knigbt, lord rattyor of London ix 
1?09. N. 

t Tbo daughter of Ursula, sister of sir Charlfs Duncombrt 
ftnd wife of Joba Browne, Esq. She died in 17 1€, without 
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charge to take cAre of th^ secretary in her (^»erKC» 
«ai(l she bad none to trust but me; and-lhepp^r 
creature's tears came fresh into her eyes. £e&rt 
we took leave^ I was drawn in by th? other J^dies 
and sir John Stanley to r^e for a fan, with a poK; 
it was four guineas, and we put in jevoi Bhitling* 4 
piece, seva'al raffled for absent people; but I lost> 
and so missed en opportunity of showing ti^ g^- 
lantry to Mrs. St. John, whom I designed to ham 
presented it to if I had won. Js Dilly-f- gotie t$ the 
Balh ? His face will whns in the water ; I suppose ht 
will write to us from thence, and will take Londdn 
in his way bade.— The rabble will say, " There goto 
a drunken parson ;" and, which is worse, they will 
say true. O, but you must know,- 1 carried Ford 
to diue with Mr. St. John last Sunday, that be 
may brag when he goes back, of dining with a secre- 
tary of state. The secretary and I went away early, 
and left him drinking with the rest, and he told ihe 
" that two or three Of them were drunk." Theylalk 
of great promotions to be made j that Mr. Haiioy 
is to be lord treasurer, and lord Ppulet ;}: master of 
the horse, &c. but they are only conjecture. The 
epeaka* is to make Mr. Harley a compliment thefirat 
tinae be comes into the house, which I hope will be 
inan-eek. He bad an ill surgeon, by. the caprice 
of that i^uppy Dr. RadclifFe : which hss kept him 
back so long : and yesterday he got a cold, but is 
belter to day. — What ! I think I am stark mad to 
write so much in one day to little saucy MD ; here's 
a deal of stuffj indeed ; can't you bid those little dear 

• The reverend Mlon Ashe. N. 

■\ ile was at this time first CommiiMoner of tbe Ircuury. K. 

TO|piea 
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. rogues good night, and let them go sleep, Mr. 
"Pffisto? When your tongue runs there's no ho with 

U ; Agairt at the lobby, like a lobcock, of the 
house of commons, about yOur Irish yam, and again 

■ put off till Friday ; ■ and I arid Patrick went into the 
city by water, whfere I dined, and then went to the 

'auctibn of Charles Bernard's books, but the^ good 

Ones were so monstrous dear I could not reach them, 
.«) I laid out one pound seven shillings but very indif- 
^ferently, and came away, aild will go there no more. 

■Henley would fain engage me to go with Steele and 
r'Rowe, &c. to an invitation at sirWilliam Read's*. 
.Surely you have heard of him. He has been a 
'mountebank, and is the queen's oculist : he makes 

admirable punch, and treats yon in gold vessels. 

But I am engaged, and won't go, neither indeed ' 

am. I fond' of the jaunt. So good night, and go 

sleep. 

12. I went about noon to the secretary, who is 

very ill with a cold and sometimes of the gravel, with 

■ his Champagne,' &«. I scolded him like a dog, and 
lie promises iaithfully more care for the future. To 
day my lord Anglesea, and sir Thomas Hanmer, and 
-Prior and I dined, by appointment, with lieutenant 
-general Webb. My lord and I staid till ten o'clock, 
but «e drank soberly, and I always with water. 
Iliere was with us one Mr. Campaign, one of the 

,.' He li^'i-'d ill Durham yard. His Advcrtiseraenls in the 
Tattler (ufliich displayed his a^lunisliing abilities in llic cure uf 
every disorder of ihe eye, in removing wens and hair lips, and 
in the ciirirlg of wry recks) conclude by a notice, " ihat he al- 
lowed nobody to practise in his name but his lady, whom he had 
ifistrucled." N- 

October 
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October club, if you know what that is ; a club of - 
c»untTy members, who think the ministers are too- 
backward in punishing and turning out the whigs. I 
found my lord and the rest thought I had more cred^ 
with the ministry than I pretend to have^ and -would 
have engaged me to put them upon something that 
would satisfy their desires, and indeed I think they 
have some reason to complain ; however, I will not 
bum my fingers. I'll remember Stella's chiding : : 
What had you to do with what did not belong to 
you, &c. However, you will give me leave to tell- 
the ministry my thoughts when they ask them, and 
other people's thoughts sometimes when they do not 
ask ; EO thinks Dingley. 

13\ I called this morning at Mrs. Vedeau's ^ain,. 
who has employed a friend to get the money ; it will* 
be done in a fortnight, and then she will deliver me: 
up the parchment. I went then, to see Mr. Harleyr 
who I hope will be out in a few days ; he was in ex- 
cellent good humour, only complained to me of the 
neglect of Guiscard's cure, how glad he would have 
been to have had him live. Mr. secretary came in to' 
us, and we were very merry till lord chamberlain, 
(duke of Shrewsbury) came up ; then colonel Masham; 
and I went off, after I had been presented to the. 
duke, and that we made two or three silly compli*^ 
ments suitable to the occasion. Then I attended at- 
the house of commons about your yam, and 'tis 
again put off. Then Ford drew me to dine at a ta^ 
vera, it happened to be the day and the liouse wher«, 
the October club dine. After we had dined, coming.; 
down we called to inquire, whether our yam business 
had been over that day, and I sent into the room ibr 
sir George Beaumont. But I had like to be drawn ■ 

into 

r,.-.— i..Gl.HH^Ic ■ 
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ihtoa difficulty ; &r in two minutes out comes Mr. 
Finch, lord Guems^'e soa, to let me know, " that 
my lord Compton, the steward of this feast, desired 
in the name of the club, that I would do thera the 
honour to dine with them." I sent my excuses, 
adorned with about thirty compliments, and got off as 
fast as I coold. It would have been a most improper 
thing for me to dine there, considering my friendship 
for the ministry. The club is about a hundred and 
fifty, and near eighty of them were then going to 
dlhoer at two long tables in a great ground room. At 
eltrening I went to the auction of Bernard's books, 
and laid out three pounds three shillings, but I'll go 
there no more-; and so I said once before, but now. 
Til keep to it. I forgot to tell that when I dined at 
Webb's with lord Anglesea, I spoke to him of Cle- 
ments, as one recommended for a very honest gen- .' 
deman, and good officer, and hoped he would keep' 
biiQ : he said he had no thought otherwise, and that 
he should certainly hold his place, while he conti- 
nued to deserve it : and I could not find there had 
been any intentions Irom his lordship against him. 
But I tell you, hunny, the impropriety of this. A 
great man will do a favour for me, or for my friend ; 
hut why should he do it for my friend^ friend ? Re- 
commendations should stop before they come to 
that. Let any friend of mine recommend one of 
his to me for a thing in my power, I will do it for his 
tike ; but to speak to another for my friend*s friend, 
it against all reason ; and I desire you will under- 
stand this, and discourage any such troubles given 
me.— I hope this may do some good to Clements, it 
can do no hurt ; and I find by Mrs. Pratt, that her 
husband is his friend ; and the bishop of Clogher 
1 says 

V n,:,-=-ii,Gl.U)^lc 



says " Clements's danger is not from Pratt*, but 
from some other enemies wbo thijJc him a whig." 

14. I was so busy this morning that I did not go 
out fS! late. I writ to day to the duke of Argyll, but 
said nothing of Bemage, who, I believe, wilt not see 
him till Spain is conquered, and that is not at ell. I 
was to day at lord ShelburneV ^nd spoke to Mrs. 
Fratt again about Clements : her husband himself 
wants some good offices, and I have done him very 
good ones-latelvj and told Mrs. Pratt I expected her 
husband, would stand by Clements in return. Sir An- 

' drew Fountaine and I dined with neighbour Vao- 
homrigh ; he is mighty ill of an asthma> and appre-> 
bends himself in much danger ; 'tis his own fault, 
that will rake and drink, when he is but just crawled 
out of his grave. I will send this letter just now, 
because I think my half year is out for my lodging ; 
qnd, if you f^ease, I would be glad it were paid ofl^- 
aad some deal boxes made for my books, and kept 
HI some safe place, I would give something for their 
peeping, but 1 doubt that lodging will not serve me 
when I come back ; I would have a larger place for 
books, and a stable, if possible- So pray be so kind 
to pay the lodging and -all accounts about it ; and 
get Mrs. Brent to put up my things. I would have no 
books put in ^at trunk v/h&re my papers are. If you 
dp not think of going to .the Bath, I hwe send you. 
a bill on Parvisol for twenty pounds Irish, out of 
which you will pay for the lodging and score the rest 
to me. Do as you please, and love poor Presto that 

' loves MD better than his life a thousand millions of 
times. Farewell, MD, 8cc. &c. 

• Vice treMurcr of Ireland. N. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXI. 

London, jipril 14, 1711. 

Remember, sirrahs, that there are but nine days 
between the dates of my two former letters. I sent' 
away my twentieth this moment, and now am writing 
on like a fish, as if nothing was done. But there 
was a cause for my hasting away my last, for fear it 
should not come time enough before a new quarter 
began. I told you where I dined to day, but forgot 
to tell you what I believe, that Mr. Harley will be 
lord treasurer in a short time, and other great re- 
moves and promotions made. This is my thought, 
&c. 

15. I was this morning with Mr. secretary, apd 
he is grown pretty well. I dined with him to day, 
and drank some of that wine which the great Duke 
of Tuscany used to send to sir William Temple: he 
always sends some to the chief ministers. I liked it 
mightily, but he does not: and he ordered his butler 
to send me a chest of it to morrow. Would to God 
MD had it. The queen is well again, and was at 
chapel to day, &c. 

16. I went with Ford into the city to day, and 
dined with Stratford, and drank tockay, and then we 
went to the auction; but I did not- lay out above 
twelve shillings. My head is a little out of order to 
nig^t, though no formal fit. My lord keeper has 
sent to invite me to dinner to morrow, and you'll dine 
better with the Dean, and God bless you. I forgot 
to tell you that yesterday was sent me a narrative 
printed, with all the circumstances of Mr. ttarley's 

c ,(^^?- 
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stabbing. I had not time to do it myself, so I sent 
my hints to the author of the Atalantis*, and die 
has cook'd it into a sixpenny pamphlet, in her own 
style, only the first page is left as I was beginning it 
But I was afnrid of disobliging . Mr.. Harley or Mr. 
St. John in one critical point about it, and so would 
not do it myself. It is worth your reading, for the- 
circumstances are all true. My chest of Florence 
was sent me this morning, and cost me seven and ax- 
pence to two servants. I would give two guineas you 
had it, &c. 

17.1 was so out of order with my head this mom- 

■ ing, that I was going to send my excuses to my lord 

■ keeper; but however I got up at eleven, and walked 
there after two,- and staid till eight. There was wr 

-Thomas Mansel, Prior, George Granville, and Mr.. 
Caesar, and we were very merry. My head is still 
wrong, but I have had no formal fit, only I totter a 
little. I have left off snuff altogether. I have a no- 
ble roll oftobacco for grating, very good, shall I send 
it to MD, if she likes that sort? My lord keeper 
and our this day's company are to dine on Saturday 
with George Granville, and to morrow 1 dine with 

■lord Anglesca. 

18. Did you ever see such ft blundering goosea^ 
as Presto? I saw the number 21 at top, and so I went 
&n as If it were the day of the month, whereas this 
is but Wednesday the I8th. How shall I do to blot 
and alter them ? I have made a siiift to do it behind, 
but it is a great botch. I dined with lord Anglesea to 
day, but did not go to the house of commons about 
the yam; my head was not well enough. I know 

. * iln, Maaky. Sod this Iract in vol. III. p. 333* N, 
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nt^ whit's the matter: it has never been thus befom: 
two days blether giddy from mMning till night, but 
not with any violenee or pain? and I totter a littk, 
but can mak^ shift to walk. I doubt I m\ist fait to . 
my pills again:. I think of going iato the country a 
little way. 1 teli you what you must do henceforward: 
•you must endose your letter in a fair half sheet of 
peper, and direct the outside " To Erasmus X>ewis^ 
esquire, at my Lord Dartmouth's office at WhitehaU; 
ibr I never go to the coffeehouse^ and Uiey wi}l 
grudge to take in my letters. I forgot to teil yow 
4liat your inother was to see me this ni(Hning, and 
brought me a flask of sweet water for a present^ ad- 
mirable for my head; but I shall not smell to it. She 
is going to l^ieen with lady GifFard: she would Mfx 
■end . your papers over to you, or give tfaem to me. 
Say what you would ha\'e done, and it sliall be donC; 
bcfiause I love Stella, and she is a good daughto'j 
they say, and so is Dingl^. 

iQ. This morning gener^ Webb was to gK'e mea 
visit: he goes with a crutch and a stick, yet was for- 
ced to make up two pair of stairs. I promised to 
dioe with him, but afterward sent my excuses, and 
dined privately in my friend Lewis's lodgings at White- 
-h^I, with whom I had much business to talk of, re- 
lating to the publick and myself. Little Harrison the 
Tatler goes to morrow to the secretaryship I got him 
at the Hague, and Mr. St. John has made him a pre- 
sent of fifty guineas to bear his charges. Aji't I B 
good friend? Why, are not you a young fellow, 
that I might prefer you? I had a letter from Ber- 
jUige &om Kinsale; he tells me his commission for 
paptain lieutenant was ready for him at his arrival: 
so there are two Jackanapeses I have done miii. My 
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head is something better this evening, though a/A 
well, 

SO. I W89 this morning with Mr. secretary, wltose 
packets weFe just come in, and among them a letter 
from lord Peterborow to me; he writes so well, I 
have no miiid to answer him, and so kind that I muat 
answer him. The emperor's death muat, I think, 
cause great alterations in Europe, and, I believe wHt 
hasten a peace. We reckon our king Charles Will 
be cJlosen emperor, and the duke of Savoy set t^ 
tor Spain; but X believe he will make nothing of it. 
Dr. Freiiid and I dined in the city at a printer's, but 
it cost me two shillings in coach hire, and a great 
deal more this week and month, which has been al- 
mo6t all rain, with now and then sunshine, and is 
the truest April that i have knfnvn these many years. 
"the lime trees in the Park are all oot in leaves, 
jdiough not .large leaves yet. Wise people are going 
into the country; but many think the PariiatheiU 
can hardly be up these six weeks. Mr. Harley v/as 
with the queen on Tuesday. I believe certainly ho 
will be the lord treasurer : I have not seen him this 
week. '^ 

2 1 . Morning. Lord keeper, and I, and Prior, and 
sirlTiomas Mansel have appointed to dine this day 
with George Granville. My^ head, I thank God, 
is better; biit to be giddylsh three or four days to- 
gether mortified, me. I take no snufF, and I will be 
very regular in eating little and the gentlest meats. 
How does Poor Steliajnst now, with her deans and 
her Stoytes? Do they give you health for the money 
_ you lose at ombre, sirrah? what say you to that? 
'Poor Dingley frets to see Stella lose that four and 
elevenpence, t'other night. Let us rise. Morrow, 

siiTaiis, 
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ftrrahs. I wiH rise, in sjate of your little teethj 
good morrow.— At night, O, Faith, you are little 
dear sauceboxes. I was just going in the morning 
to tell you that I began to want a letter from MD, 
and in four minutes after Mr. Ford sends me one 
that he had picked up at St. James's cofieehousej for 
I go to no coffeehouse at all. And faith I was gla^ 
at heart to see it and to see Stella so brisk. O Lord^ 
what pretending? Well, but I wont answer it yet; 
ril keep it for t'other side. Well, we dined to day 
according to appointment; lord keeper went away at 
near eight, I at eight, and I believe the rest will be 
feirly fuddled; for young Harcourt, lord keeper's 
son, began to prattle before I came away. It will 
not do with Prior's lean carcase. I drink little, miss 
roy glass often, put water in my wine, and go away 
before the rest, which I take to be a good receipt 
for sobriety. Let us put it into rhyme, and so 
make a proverb: 

Drink link &t a time; 
Put. water with your wine ; 
Miss your glass when you can ; 
And go off the first man. 

God be thanked I am much better than I was, though 
something of a totterer. I ate but little to day, and 
of the gentlest meat. I refused ham and jrigeons, 
peasesoiip, stewed beef, cold salmon, because they 
were too strong. I take no snuff at all, but some 
herb snuff prescribed by Dr. Radcliffe. 

Go to your deans, 
You couple of queans, 

I believe I said that already. What care If what .cares 
Presto? 

12. Morning. 

n,<j,-7=^-h,Gl.H)'.^lc 
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li. Morning. I must rise and go to the secre- 
tary's. Mr. Harley has been ojit of town this week- 
to refresh himself before he comes into parliament*.- 
O, but I must rise, so there is no more to be said: 
and so morrow, sirrahs both. — ^Night. I dined to 
day with the secretary, who has engaged me fca* every 
Sunday: and I was an hour with him this morning 
deep in politicks, where I told him the objections of 
the October club, and he answered all except one.' 
lliat no inquiries are made into past mismanagement. 
But indeed I believe they are not yet able to make 
any: the late ministry were too cunning in their 
rc^ueries, and fenced themselves with an act of ge- 
neral pardon. I believe Mr. Harley must be lord 
treasurer, yet he makes only one difficulty which is 
hard to answer: he must be made a lord, and bis 
estate is not large enough, and he is too generous to 
make it larger; and if the ministry should change 
soon by any accident, he will be left in the suds. 
Another difficulty is, that if he be made a peer, they 
will want him prodigiously in the hpuse of commons, 
of which he is the great mover, and after him the 
secretary, and hardly any else of weight*. Two 
shillings more to day for coach and chair. I shall be 
ruined. 

^3. So you expect an answer to your letter, do you 
so? yes,- yes, you shall have an answer, you shall, 
young women. I made a good pun on Saturday to 
my lord keeper. After dinner we had coarse Doiley\ 

* About this time appeared Trapp'a poem to the right hoooui- 
able Kobert Hurley on his appearing in publick after the wound 
^ven him by Guiscard. N. 

* 'that is, among ihe ministry. D. S. 

t So called IVom the original veoder. N. 

5 napkins. 
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napkins, fringed at; each ead, upon the table to diink 
with: my lord keeper spret^d one of them between 
htm and Mr. Prior; I toM htm I was glad to eeo 
there was such ajfringeship'!^!, between Mr. Prior and 
his lordship. . Prior swore " it was the worat he ever 
heard:" I said " I thought so too;" but at the same, 
time I thonght it was most like one of Stella's that- " 
«vw I heard. I dined to day with lord Mounl^y^ 
and this evening saw the Venetian ambassadcH* coiB'- 
ing from his first piiblick audience. His coach was 
the most monstrous, huge, fine, rich, gilt thing that 
ever I saw. I Iralered this ev^ening and came home 
late. 

04. I was this morning to visit the duchess of 
Ormond, who has long desired itj or threatened she 
would noE let me vi;«t her daughters. I sat an hour 
with her, and we were good company, when in carae 
the countess of Bellamont, with a pox. I went out, 
and we did not know one-anothei"; yet hearing me 
named, she ask'd, " What, is that Dr. Swift?" 8^, 
" she and I were very well acquainted T' and fell a 
railing at me without mercy, as a lady told me Ihat 
was there; yet I never saw her but once in the com- 
pany of that drab of a countess. Sir Andrew Fountaine 
and I dined with my neighbour Van. I design in two 
days, if possible, to go lodge at Chelsea for the air, 
and put myself under a necessity of walking to and 
from Lon<lon every day. I writ this post to the 
bishop of Clogher a long, politick letter to entertain 
him. I am to buy statues and harnese* for them, 
with a vengeance. I have packed and sealed up MD's 
twelve letters against I go to Chelsea. I have put 

X Fripiidsliip. D. S. 
• FaniL'se. D. S. ' 

the 

n,<j,-7=^-h,GtH)'.^lc 
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the last commissions of MD in my account book, but 
if there be any fonner ones, I have forgot them. I 
have Dingley's podcetbook. down, and Stella's greeo 
silk apron, and the pound of tea; prty send me word 
if you have any other, and down they shdl go. I will 
fiot answer your letter yet saucy boxes. You are 
with the Dean just now, madam ' Stella, losing your 
money. Why don't you name what number you have 
received? you say you have received my letters, but 
dffltt't tell the number. 

26. I was this day dining in the dty with very in- 
agniiicant, low, and scurvy company. I had a letter 
from the archbishop of Dublin, with a long denial of 
ihe report raised on him, which yet has been since 
assnved to me by those who say they have it from the 
first hand: but I cannot believe them. I wilt show it 
to the secretaFy to morrow. 1 will not answer yours 
till I get to Chelsea. 

16. Chelsea. I have sent two boxes of lumber to 
my friend Dart^teufs house, and my chest of Flo- 
rence and other thing? to Mrs. Vanhomrigh, where I 
dined to iday. I was this morning with the secretary, 
and showed him the Archbishop's letter, and convin- 
ced him of his grace's innocence, and I will do the 
lame to Mr. Harley. I got here in the stage coach 
with Patrick and my portmanteau for sixpence, and 
|iay six shillings a week for one silly room with con- ■ 
founded coarse sheets. We have had such a horrible 
deal of rain, that there ismo walking to London, and 
I must go as I came until it mends; and besides, the 
whelp has taken my lodging as far from Lcmdon a^ 
-this town could a£Bxd, at least half a mile ^rther thaQ 
he need; but I must be content. The best is, I 
lodge yoit over against Dr. Atterbury's house, and 

VQL, XV. C yet 
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yet perhaps I shall not like the place the better foe 
that. Well, I'll stay till to morrow before I answv 
your letter, and you must suppose me always writing 
at Chelsea from henceforward, till I alter and say 
London. This letter goes on Saturday, which will 
be just a fortnight; so go and cheat goody Stoyte, 
&c. 

a?. Do you know that i fear my whole chest of 
Florence is turned sour, at least the twa first f1asl» 
were so, and hardly drinkable.' How plaguy imfbr- 
tunate am I V and the secretary's own is the best X 
ever tasted; and I must not tell him, but be as thank- 
ful as if it were the best in Christendom. I went to 
town in the siicpenny stage to day, and hearing Mr. 
Hadey was not at home, I went to see hini, because 
I knew by the message of his lying porter that he was 
at home. He was very well, and just going out, but 
made me promise to dine with him; and between that 
and indeed strolling about, I lost four pound .seven 
shillings at play — >— with a i a a book- 

seller, and got but half a dozen books*. I will buy 
no more bpoks now, that's certain. Well I dined at 
Mr. Harley's, came away at six, shifted my gown, 
cassock, and periwig, and walked hither to Chelsea^ 
as I always design to do when it is fair. I am heartily 
sorry to find my friend the secretary stand a little tidt- 
lish with the rest of the ministry; there have been 
one or two disobliging things that have happened, too 
■long to tell; and t'other day, in parliament, upon a 
debate of about thirty-five millions that have not been 
duly accounted for, "Mr. secretary in his warmth of 
speech, and zeal for hJs friend Mr. Brydges, on whom 

* This inr.sl bave been it wine rofBini for books. D. S. 

part 
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Jmrt of the blame was fallings said, " he did not know 
that either Mr. Brydges or the late ministry were at att 
to blame in this matter;" which was very desperately 
^)ofeen, and giving up the whole cause: for the chief 
quarrel against the late ministry was the ill manage- 
ment of the treasure, and was more than all the rest 
tt^ther, I have heard of this matter: but Mr. 
Foley beginning to discourse to day at table, without 
naming Mr. St. John, I turned to Mr. Harley, and 
said, " if the late ministry were not to blame in that 
article he [Mr. Harley] ought to , lose his head for 
patting the queen upon changing them." He made 
it a jest ; but by some words dropped, I easily saw 
that they take things ill of Mr. St. John, and by 
some hints given me from another hand that I deal 
witbj I am afraid the secretary will not stand long. 
This is the fate of courts. I wit), if I meet Mr. St. 
John alone on Sunday, tell him my opinion, and beg 
him to set himself right, else the consequences may 
be very bad; for I see not how 'they can well want 
him ndther, and he would make a tFOublesome 
enemy. But enough of politicks, 

38. Morning. I forgot to tell you that Mr. Har- 
ley asked me yesterday, " how he came to disoblige 
the archbishop of Dublin?" upon which (having not 
his letter about me) I told him what the bishop had 
written to me on that subject, and desired I might 
read him the letter some other time. But after all, 
from what I have heard from other hands, I am afraid 
the archbishop is a little guilty. Here is one Brent 
Spencer, a brother of Mr. Proby's, who affirms it, 
and says " he has leave to do so from Charles Deer- 
ing, who heard the words; and Ingoldsby* abused 
• One of the lords jutticn. D. S. 

C2 the 
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the archbishop," &c. Well, but now for your saucy 
■fetter : I have no room to answer it : O yes, enough 
on t'other side. Are you no sicker? Stella jeers 
Presto for not coming over by Christmas; but indeed 
"Stella does not jeer, but reproach poor poor Presto. 
And how can I come away, and the first-fruits not 
finished; I am of qsinion the duke of Ormond will 
do nothing in them before he goes, which will. be in 
a fortnight they say: and then they must fall to me 
to be done in his absence. No, indeed, I have nothing 
to print : you know they have printed the Mis- 
cellanies already. Are they on your side yet? if you 
have my snufF box, I'll have your strong box. Hi, 
does Stella take snuff again? or is it only because it 
is a fine box? not the Meddle, but the Medley, you 
■ fool. Yes, yes, a wretched thing, because it is against 
you tories, now I think it is very fine, and the Ex- 
aminer a wretched thing. — ^Twist your mouth, sirrah. 
Guiscard, arid what you will-read in the Narrative, I 
ordered to be written, and nothing else. The Spec- 
tator is written by Steele with Addison's help; 'tis 
oflen very pretty. Yesterday it was made of a noble 
hint I gave him long ago for his Tatlers, about an 
Indian supposed to write his travels into England. I 
repent he ever had it. I intended to have written a 
book on that subject. I believe he has spent it all 
in one paper, and all the under hints there are mine 
loo ; but I never see him or Addison. The queen is 
well, but I fear \wll be no long liver: for I am told 
she has sometimes the gout in her bowels (I hate the 
Viotd bowelsj. My ears have been, these three month» 
'past, much better than any time these two years; 
feut now they begin to be a little out of order again, 
my head is better^ tliough not- rightt but I trust to 

air 
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air and walking. Yoa have got my lett^, but vrbat 
number? I suppose 18. Well, ray shm has beeo 
well this month. No, Mrs. Westley came away 
without her husband's knowledge, while sIm was in 
the country: she has written to me for some tea. 
They lie; Mr. Harley's wound was very terrible; he 
had convulsions, and very narrowly escaped. The 
bryise was nine times worse than the wound: he is 
weak still. Well, Brooks married; I know all that. 
I am sorry for Mrs. Walls's eye, I hope 'tis better. O 
yes, you are great walkers: but I have heard them 
say, ""Much talkers^ Little walkers;" and I believe 
I may apply the old proverb to you; 

" If you talked no more than you ^alke<], 
I'hose that thiak you wits would be baulked." 

yes, Stella shall have a large printed Bible; I have . 
put it down among my commissions for MD, I am 
glad to hear you have taken the fancy of intending to 
read the Bible. Pox take the box: is not it come yet? 
this is trusting to your young fellows, young women; 
'tis your fault; I thought you had such power with 
Sterne, that he would fly over mount Atlas to serve 
you. You say you are not splenetick ; but if you be, 

feith you will break poor Presto's tl won't say the 

rest; but I vow to God, if I could decently come 
over now, I would, and leave all schemes of politicks 
and ambition for ever. I have not the opportunities 
here of preserving my health by fiding, &c. that I 
have in Ireland; and the want of health is a great 
cooler of making one's court. You guess right about 
my being bit with a direction from Walls, and the 
letter from MD : I believe I described it^in one of 
;piy last. This goes to night ; and I must now rise 
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and w^ to town, and walk back in the evenin^f 
God Almighty bless and pres<erve poor MD. Fare-t 
well. 

O &ith, don't think, saucy noses, that Til fill thi^ 
third side: I can't stay a letter above a fortnight: 
it must go then; and you would rather see a short 
one like this, than want it a week longer. 

My humble service to the Dean, and Mrs. Walls, 
and good kind hearty Mrs. Stoyte, and honest Ca^ 
therine. 



LETTER XXII. 

Chelsea, Jpril 28, 1711. 

jA-T night I say at night, because I finished my 
twenty-first this morning here, and put it into the 
postoffice my own self like a good boy. I think I 
am a little before you now, young women: I am 
writing my twenty-second, and have received your 
thirteenth. I got to town between twelve and one, 
and put on my new gown and periwig, and dined with 
lord Abercorri, where I had not been since tlie mar- 
riage of his son lord Paisley, who has got ten thou- 
sand pounds with a wife. I am now a country 
gentleman. I walked home as I went, and am a 
little weary, and am got into bed: I hope in God thQ 
air and exercise will do me a little gopd. I have been 
inquiring about statues for Mrs. Ashe: I made lady 
Abercom go with me; and will send them word next 
post to Clogher. I hate to buy for her: I'm sure 
Uie'll maunder. I am going to study. 

' " ' ;,....,Giui»? 
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ip. 1 had a c^arining walk to and from town ta 
day: I washed^ shaTcd and all, and rfianged gown 
xnd periwig, by half an hour after nine, and went 
to the secretary, who told me how he had dit&red 
with his friends in parliament: I apprehended this di- 
vision, and told him a great deal of it. I went to 
court, and there several mentioned it to me as what 
they much disliked, I dined with the secretary; and 
we prc^)osed some business of importance in the af- 
. temoon, which he broke to me first, and said how 
he and Mr. Harley were convinced of the necessity 
of it; yet he sufiered one of his under secretaries to 
come upon us after dinner, who staid till six, and so 
nothing was done: and what care I? he shall send to 
me ^e next time, and ask twice. To morrow I go 
to the election at Westminster school, where lads are 
chosen for the university: they say 'tis a sight, and a 
great trial of wits. Our expedition fleet is but just 
tailed: I believe it will come to nothing. Mr. secre- 
tary frets at their tediousness; but hopes great things 
from it, though he owns four or five princes are in 
the secret; and for that reason, I fear it is no secret 
to France. There are eight regiments ; and the ad- 
miral is your Walker's* brother the midwife. 

30. Mom. I am here in a pretty pickle: it rains 
hard; and the cunning natives of Chelsea have out- 
witted me, and taken up all the three stage coaches. 
What shall I do? I must go to town: this is your 
&ult. I cannot walk: I'll borrow a coat. This is 
the blind^de of my lodging out of town ; I must ex- 
pect such inconveniences as these. Faith I'll walk in 
the rain. Morrow.— ^At night, I got a gentleman's 

' $ir Chamberlain Wtilkcr, a famous man midwife. N. 

chaise 
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chaise by chance, and so went to town for ec ahiHing, 
and lie this night in to\vn. I was at the elec^on of 
lads at Westminster to day, and a verV siflyibing it 
is ; but they say there will be fine doings to-morrow. 
I dined with, Dr. Freind, the second master of the 
sdiool, with a dozen parsons and others: Prior would 
m^e me stay. Mr. Harley is to hear the election 
to morrow; and we are all to dine with tickets, and 
hear fine speeches. ^Tis terrible rainy weather ^^un: 
I lie at a friend's in the city. 

.. May 1 . I wish you a merry May-day, and a thou- 
sand more. I was baulked at Westminster; I came 
too late: I heard no speeches nor verses. They would 
not let me in to their dining place for want of a 
ticket; and I wOuld not send in for one, because Mr; 
Harley excused his coming, and Atterbury was not 
there; and I cared not for ihe rest : and so my friend 
J^ewis and I. dined with Kit Musgrave, if you know 
such a man : and, the weather mending, J walked 
gravely home this evening ; and so I design to walk 
and walk till I am well : I fancy myself a Jittle better 
already. How does poor Stella? Dingley is well 
enough. Go, get you gone, naughty girj, you are 
■well enough, O dear MD, contrive to have, some 
phare of the country this spring: go to Finglase, or 
Donnybrook, orClogher, orjCillala, orLowth. Have 
you got your box yet? yes, yes, Pon't write to me again 
till this letter goes: I must make haste, that I may 
write two for one. Go to tlie Batli : I hope you are 
now at th* Bath, if you had a mind to go j or go tq 
Wexford: do something for your living. Have you 
pvtn up my lodging according to order? I have had 
just now a compliment from dean Atterbury's lady, to 
command the garden and library, and whatever the 

house 
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house affi}rd3. . I lodge just over against them; but 
the Dean is in town with his convocation j so I have 
my dean an4 prolocutor as well as you, young women, 
though he has not so goocl wine, nor so much meat. 

3. A fine day, but begins to grow a httJe warmi 
and that makes your little fat Presto sweat in the 
forehead. Pray, are not the fine buns sold here in 
our town ; Vfsi it not Rrrrrrrrrrare Chelsea buns? I 
bought one to day in my walk; it cost me a penny; 
it was stale, and I did not like it, as the man said, 
&C. ' Sir Andrew Fountaine and I dined at Mrs. Van- 
. homrigh's; and had a flask, of my Florence, which 
lies in their cellar; and so I came home gravely, |an4 
eaw nobody of consequence to day. I am very easy 
here, nobody plaguing me in a morning; and Patrick 
saves many a score lies. I sent over to Mra.Atterbury, 
to know whether I might wait on her? but She is gone 
a visiting: we have exchanged some compliments, but 
I have not seen her yet. We have no news in our 
town. 

3. I did not go to town to day, it was so terrible 
rainy; nor have I stirred out of my room till eight 
this evening; .when I crossed the way to see Mrs. At- 
terbury, and thank her for her civilities. She would 
needs send me some veal, and small beer, and ale, to 
day at dinner; and I have lived a scurvy, dull, splene- 
tick day, for want of MD: I often thought how 
happy I could have been, had it rained ^ght thousand 
times more, if MD had been with a body. My lord 
Rochester is dead this morning; they say at one 
o'clock; and I hear he died suddenly. To morrow I 
shall know more. He is agreat loss tp us: Icannot 
jthink who will succeed him as lord president. X have 

been 
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been writing a long letter to lord Peterborow and 
am dull. . 

■ 4. I dined to day at lord Shelbume*3, where lady 
Kerry made me a present of four India handkerchiefs, 
which I have a rtind to keep for little MD, only that 
X had rather, &c. I have been a mighty handker- 
chicfmonger, and have bought abundance of snuif 
ones since I have left off taking snuff. And I am 
resolved, when I come over, MD shall be acquainted 
with lady Kerry * : we have struck up a mighty friaid* 
ship; and she has much better sense ,than any other 
lady of your country. We are almost in love with 
one another; but she is most ^^egiously ugly; but 
perfectly well bred, and governable as I please. I am 
resolved, when I come, to keep no company but MD: 
you know I kept my resolution last time; and, except 
Mr. Addison, conversed with none but you and your 
club of deans and Stoytes. Tis three weeks, young 
women, since I had a letter from you; and yet, me* 
thinks, I would not have another for five pound till 
this is gone; and yet I send every day to (be coffee- 
house, and I would fain have a letter, and not have 
a letter: and I don't know what, nor I dan'C know 
how, and this goes on very slow; 'tis a week to 
morrow since I began it. I Mn a poor country gen- 
tleman, and don't know how the world passes. Do 
you know that every syllable I write I hold my lij» 
just for all the world as if I were talking in our own 
kittle language to MD. Faith, I am very silly; but 
I can't help it for my life. I got home very early to 
night. My solicitors, that used to ply me every 

■ Anne daughter of sir, William Petty, and sister to Henry carl 
of S^clburnc. Stic was the ivife of Thomns Fitzinauricc, created 
cart »f Kerry and vi'CountFilzniauricej Jane ir, 1733. N. 

morning;, 
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nonan^, tnew not where to find me; and I am so 
happy not to hear Patrick, Patrick, called a hundred 
times every morning. But I looked backward, and find 
I have said this before. What care I? go to the dean^ 
^d roast the oranges. 

5. I dined to day with my friend I^^ewis, and we 
were deep in politicks how to save the present minis- 
try! for 1 am afraid of Mr. secretary, as I believe I 
told you. I went in the evening to see Mr. Harleyj 
«id, upon my word, I was in perfect joy. Mr. se- 
cretary was just going out of the door; but I made 
him come back, and the^e was the old Saturday club, 
ford keeper, lord Rivers, Mr. secretary, Mr. Jiarley 
and I; the &st time since his stabbing. Mr. secre- 
iery went away; but I staid till nine, and made Mr. 
Hwiey show me his breast, and tell all the story: 
and I showed him the archbishop of Dublin's letter, 
and defended him effectually. We were all in mighty 
good humour. Lord keeper and I left them together, 
and I walked here after nine two miles, and I found a 
parson drunk fighting lA-ith a seaman, and Patrick and 
i were so wise to part them, but the seaman followed 
him to Chelsea, cursing iit him, and the parson 
dipped into a house, and I know no more. It mor- 
tified me to see a man in my coat so overtaken. A 
pretty scene for one that just came from sitting with 
the prime ministers : I had no money in my pocket, 
and so could not be robbed. However, nothing but 
Mr. Harley shall make me take such a journey again. 
We don't yet know who will be president in lord Ro- 
chester's room. I measured and found that the pen- 
knife would have killed Mr. Harley, if it had gone 
but half tlw breads of my thumb nail lower; so near 
va& he to de^th. | wa^ sp curious to ask hhn what 
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were, his thoughts, while they were carrying him 
home in the chair. He said, '■' he concluded himself 
a dead man." He wiH not allow that Guiscard gave 
him the second stab, though myJord keeper, who is 
blind, and I that was not there, are positive in it. 
He wears a f^aster still as broad as half a crown. 
Smoke how wide the Hnes are, but faith I don't, do 
it on purpose ; but I have changed my side in this 
new Chelsea bed, and I don't know how, mcthinks, 
but it is so unfit, and so awkward, never saw the 
tke. 

6. You must remember to enclose your letters in 
^ fair paper, and direct the outside thus; " To 
Erasmus Lewis, esq., at my lord Dartmouth's office 
at Whitehall:" I said so before, but it may miscarry 
you know, yet I think none of my letters did ever mis- 
carry; faith I think Jiever one; among all the priva^ 
teers and the storms : O faith, my letters are too good 
to be lost. MD's letters may tarry, but never miscarry, 
as the old woman used to say, And indeed, how should 
they miscarry, when they, never come before their 
time? It was a terrible rainy d^y; yet I made a shift 
to steal fair weather over head, enough to go and conie 
in. I was early with the secretary, and dined with • 
him afterward. In the morning I began to chide him, 
and tell him my fears q{ his proceedings. But Ar- 
thur Moore came up and relieved him. But I forgot, 
for you never heard of Arthur Moore*. But when 
I get Mr. Harley alone, I will know the bottom. 
You will have Dr. Raymond over before this letter, 
and what care you ? 

7. I hope, and believe my walks eyery day do me 
good. I was bu^y at home, and set out late this 

• Brother to the carl of Droghcdn. N, 

morningt 
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■ morning, ahd dined with Mrs. Vanhomrigh, at whose 
lodgings I always change niy gown and periwig. I 
visited this afternoon, and among others, poor Biddy 
Floyd, who is very red, but I believe won't be much 
marked. As I was coming home I met sir George 
Beaamont in the I^Il mall, who would needs walk 
with me as far a$ Bndtingham house. I was telling 
him of my head : he said, " he had been ill of the 
same disorder, and by all means forbid mebohea tea ; 

■ which," he said, *' always gave it him ; and that Dr. 
KadclifFe said it was very bad." Now I have observed 
the same thing, and have left it off this month, hav- 

■ ing found myself ill after it several times ; and I men- 
tion it, that Stella may consider it for her poor own 
little head : a pound lies ready packed up and di- 
rected for Mrs. Walls, to he sent by the first ccmve- 
nience. Mr. secretary told me yesterday, ** thatMr. 

■ Harley would this week be lord treasurer and a 
peer;'' so I expect it everyday; yet perhaps it may 
not be 'till parliament is up, which will be in a fort- 

, night. 

6. I was to day with the duke of Ormonde and 
recommended to him the case of poor Joe Beau- 
mont, who promises me to do him all justice and 
fevour, and give him encouragement: and desired 
I would give a memorial to Ned Southwell about 
it, which I will, and so tell Joe when you see him, 
though he knows it already by a letter I writ to 
Mr. WarburCon *. It was bloody hot walking to 
day, I dined in the city, and went aud came by 
water ; and it rained so this evening again, that I 

■ thought I should hardly be able to gi;t a dry hour to 

'Dr. Sivifi's cunitc at Liracor, T). S. 

'■■ ' '■ I walk 
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walk home in. Fl! send to morrow to tbe cc^Gas^ 
house for a letter from MD ; but I would not have 
one methinks, 'till this is gone, as it shall on Satur- 
,day. I visited the duchess of Ormond this moming$ 
she does not go over with the duke. I spoke to her 
to get a lad touched for the evil *, the son of a gro- 
cer in Capel-street, one Bel!, the ladies have bought 
sugar and plums of him. Mrs. Mary used to go 
there often. This is Patrick's account; and the poor 
fellow has been here some months with his boy. But 
the queen has not been able to touch, and it now 
grows so warm, I fear she will not at all. Go, go, t© 
tbe Dean's, and let him carry you to Donnybrook, 
and Cut asparagus. Has Parvtsol sent you any this ' 
year -J- ? I cannot sleep in the beginnings of thft 
nights, the heat or something hinders me, and I am 
drowsy in the mornings. 

9. Dr. Freind came this morning to visit Atter- 
bury's lady and children as a physician, and per- 
suaded me to go with him to town in his chariot. 
He told me he had been an hour before with sir 
Choimley Dering, Charles Dering's nephew, and 
head of that family in Kent, for which he is knight 
of the ehire. He said he left him dying of a pistol- 
shot quite through the body, by one Mr. Thorn- 
hill J. They fought at sword and pistol this morn- 
ing in Tuttle fields, th^r pistols so near that the 

* It is somewhat pleasant to see a person of Dr. Swift's turn of 
thinking seriously mention a design of getting " a lad touched for 
the evil." N, 

t Frora Dr. Swift's garden at Laracor. D. S. 

1 Mr. Richard Thornhill was tried at the Old Bailey, Ma; IS, 
1711, and found guilty of ir 
kiHed on Turnham green. See 
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muzzles touched. Thomhill discharged first, and 
Dering having received the ehot, discharged his 
pistol as he was felling, so it went into the air. 
The story of this quarrel is long. Thomhill had 
lost seven teeth by a kick in the mouth from De- 
ring, who had "first knocked him down : this was 
above a fortnight ago. Dering was next week to 
be married to a fine young lady. This makes a 
noiae here, but you won't value it. Well, Mr, 
Harley, lord keeper, and one or two more are to 
be made lords immediately ; their patents are now 
passing, and I read the preamble • to Mr. Harley's, 
iuli of his |»:aises. Lewis and I dined with Ford ; 
i found the Wine : two fiasks of my Florence, and 
two bottles of bIk that Dr. Raymond sent me of 
Freaich wine ; he \ent it to me to drink with sir 
Robert Raymond, ^d Mr. Harley's brother, whom 
I had introduced hiin to ; but they never could find 
time to come : and now I have left the town, and it 
is too late. Rayraonq will think it a cheat. What 
«arc I, sirrah ? 

10. Pslww, pshaw, Patrick brought me four let- 
ters to day ; from Dilly at Bath ; Joe ; Parvisol ; and 
what was the fourth, who can tell ! Stand away, 
who'll guess i who can it be ? You old man with a 
stick, can you tell who the fourth is from ? Iss, an 
please your honour, it is fi-om one madam MD, 
Number fourteen. Well ; but I can't send this away 
now, because it was here, and 1 was in town, but it 
ihall go on Saturday, and this is Thursday night, 
and it will be time enough for Wexford. Take my 
method: I write here to Parvisol to lend Stella 

*WiittenbytheI>«ftti. See itio vol. III. p. 365. N. 

twenty 

n,<j,-.=^-h,Gl.H)'.^lc 
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twenty fxjunds, and to take her note promissory to 
pay it in half a year, &c. You shall see, and if you 
want more, let me know aflet^ard ; and be sure my 
money shall be always paid constantly too. Have 
you been good or ill hoiisewives pray ? 

1 1 . Joe has written to me to get hira a collector's 
place, nothing less ; he says all the world knows of 
my great intimacy with Mr. Harley, and that the 
smallest word to him will do. This is the constant 
cant of puppies who are at a distance, and strangers 
to courts and ministers. My answer is this ; whi(^ 
pray send : " That I am ready to serve Joe, as far as 
I can ; that I have spoken to the duke of Ormond, 
about his money, as I writ to Warburton j that for 
the particular he mentions, it is a work of time, 
which I cannot think of at present. But if accidoita 
and opportunities should happen hereafter, I would 
Tiot be wanting ; that I know best how far my credit 
goes; that he is at distance and cannot judge ; that- 
i would be glad to do him good ; and if fortune 
throws an opportunity in my way, I shall not be 
wanting." This is my answer ; which you may send 
or read to him. Pray contrive that Parvisol may 
not run away with my two hundred pounds, but get 
Burton's * note, and let the money be returned me 
by bill. Don't laugh, for I will be suspicious. Teach 
Parvisol to enclose, and direct the outside to Mr. 
Xewis. I will answer your letter in my next, only 
what I take notice of here excepted. I foi^t to tdl. 
you, that at the Court of Requests to day I could ncA 
find a dinner I liked, and it grew late, and I dine4 
witli Mrs. Vanhomrigh, Sec. - 

* Surton. a runoiu banker in Publiii. D. S. . 

12i Morning. 
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12. Morning. I will finish this letter before I go 
to town, because I shall be busy, and have neither 
time nor place there. Farewell, &c. &c. 



LETTER XXIIt 



Chelsea, May\2i l7ll< 

1 SENT you my twenty-second this afternoon in 
town. I dined with Mr. Harley krid the old club, 
lord -Rivers, lord keeper, and Mr. secretaty. They 
rallied me last week, and said " I must have Mr. St. 
John's leave ;" so I writ to him yesterday, *' that, 
foreseeing I should never dine again with sir Simon 
Harcourt, kmgkty and Robert Harley, esq. I was re- 
solved to do it to day." The jest is, that before 
Saturday next we expect they will be lords : for Mr. 
Harley's patent is drawing, to be earl of Oxford. 
Mr. secretary and I came away at seven, and he 
brought me to our town's end in his coach ; so I lost 
my walk. St. John read my letter to the company, 
which was all raillery, and passed purely. 

13. It raine<I all last night and this morning as 
heavy as lead ; but I just got fair weather to walk to 
town, before church. The roads are alt over ift deep 
puddle. The hay of our town is almost fit to be 
mowed. I went to court after church (as I always 
do on Sundays) and then dined with Mr. secretary, 
who has engaged me for every Sundays and poor 
MD dined at home upon a bit of veal, and a pmt of 
wine. Is it not pl^uy insipid to tell you every day 

VOL. XV. D where 
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\ihtre I dine ; yet now I have got into the way of it, 
I cannot forbear it neither. Indeed, Mr. I^esto, you 
had better go answer MD's letter, N" U. I'll an- 
swer it when I please, Mr. Doctor. What's that you 
say } The court was very full this morning, expect- 
ing Mr. Harley would be declared earl of Oxford, 
and have the treasurer's staff Mr. Harley never 
comes to court at.all ; somebody there asked me the 
reason ; *' Why," said I, " the lord of Oxford knows." 
He always goes to the queen by the back stairs. I 
was told for certain, your jackanapes, lord Santry*, 
was dead ; captain Cammock assured me so ; and 
now he's alive again, they say ; but that shan't do : 
he shall be dead to me as long as he lives, tikk. 
' Xighe and I meet and never stir our hats. I am 
resolved to mistake him for Witherington, the little 
nasty lawyer that came up to me so sternly at the 
castle the day I left Ireland. I'll ask the gentleman 
I saw walking with him, how long Witherington has 
been in town, 

14. I went to town to day by water. The hai! 
quite discouraged me from walking, and there is no 
shade in the greatest part of the way : I took the 
first boat, and had a footman my companion ; then 
went again by water, and dined in the city with a 
printer, lo whom I carried a pamphlet in manuscript, 
that Mc— secretary gave me. The printer sent it to 
the secretary for his approbation, and he desired me 
to look it over, whicli I did, and found it a very 
scurvy piece. The reason I tell you so, is because 
it was done by your parson Slap, Scr.ap, Flap, {what 
d'ye call him) Trap, your chancellor's chaplain. 

* Barry baron of Santry, & Itlle now extinct N. 
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"Hs called " A Character of the present Set of 
Whigs," and is going to be printed, and no doubt 
the author will take care to produce it in Ireland^ 
Dr. Freind was with me, and pulled out a twopenny 
pamphlet just published, called, " The Stateof Wit" *, 
giving a character of all the papers that have come 
out of late. The author seems to be a whig, yet he 
speaks very highly of a paper called the Elxaminer, 
■nd says " the supposed author of it is Dr. Swift" 
But above all things he praises the Toilers and Spec- 
tators i and 1 believe Steele and Addison were privy, 
to the printing of it. Thus is one treated by these 
impudent dogs. And that villain Curll has scraped 
up some trash, and calls it " Dr. Swift's Miscella- 
nies-J-" with the name at large : and I can get no sa- 
tisfection of him. Nay, Mr. Harley told me " he 
had read it ; and only laughed at me before lord 
keeper, and the rest. Since I came home I have 
been sitting with the prolotutor, dean Atterbury, 
who is my neighbour over the way ; but generally 
keeps in town with his convocation. Tis late, 8cc. 

15. My walk to town to day was after ten, and 
prodigiously hot : I dined with lord Shelburne, and 
have desired Mrs. Pratt, who lodges there, to carry 
over Mrs. Walls's tea ; I hope she will do it, and they 
talk of going in a fortnight. My way is this: Heave 
my best gown and periwig at Mrs. Vanhomrigh's, 
then walk up the Pall mall, through the park, out 
at Buckingham house, and so to Chelsea a little be- 

• See this pampblet in Vol. XVIII. N. 

t Four days before tliis, a volume of Miscellanies in prose anil 
verse, without the narae of any auilior, but consisting wholly 
of pieces written by Dr, Swift, hail been piibliihed by Mor- 
phtw. N. 
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yond the church : I set out about sunset, and get 
here in something less than an hour : it is two good 
miles and just five thousand seven hundred and 
forty-eight steps; so there is four miles a day walk- 
ing, without reckoning what 1 walk while I stay in 
town. When I pass the Mall in the evening it is 
prodigious to see the number of ladies walking 
there; and I always cry shame at the ladies of Ire- 
land, who never walk at all, as if their legs were of 
no use, but to be laid aside. I have been now al- 
most three weeks' here, and I thank God, am much 
better in my head, if it does but continue. I tell 
you what, if I was with you, when we went to Stoyte 
at Donnybrook, we would only take a coach to the 
hither end of Stephen's green, and from thence go 
every step on foot, yes faith^ every step ; it would 
do : DD* goes as well as Presto. Every body tells 
me I look better already ; for /aith I looked sadly, 
that's certain. My breakfast is milk porridge : I 
don't love it, faith I hate it, but 'tis cheap and 
wholesorne ; and I hate to be obliged to either of those 
qualities for any thing. 

1 6. I wonder why Presto will be so tedious in 
answering MD's letters; because he would keep the 
best to the last, I suppose. Well, Presto must be 
humoured, it must be as he will have it, or there 
will be an old to do. Dead with heat, are not you 
very hot? My walks make my forehead sweat 
rarely ; sometimes my morning journey is by water, 
us it was to day with one parson Richardson, who 
came to see me on his going to Ireland ; arri with 
him I send Mrs. Walls's tea, and three books I got 

• In t!ii» passage DD signifies boih Dingky and Slella. D. S. 

from 
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from the lords of the treasury for the college *. I 
dined with lord Shelburue to day ; lady Kerry and 
Mrs. Pratt are going likewise for IfeJaiid. — Lord I 
forgot, I dined with Mr. Prior to day at his house, 
with dean Atterbury, and others ; and came home 
pretty late, and I think I'm in a fuzz^ and don't 
know what I say, never saw the like. 

17. Sterne came here by water to see me this 
morning, and I went back with him to his boat. 
. He tells me, " that Mrs. Edgeworth married a fel- 
low in her journey to Chester :" so I believe she lit- 
tle thought of any body's box but her own. I de- 
sired Sterne to give me directions where to get the 
box in Chester, which he says he will to morrow, 
and I will write to Richardson to get it up there as 
he goes by, and whip it over. It is directed to Mrs. 
Curry : you must caution her of it, and desire her 
to send it you when it comes. Sterne says Jemmy 
Leigh loves London mightily ; that m;ikes him stay 
so long, I believe, and not Sterne's business, which 
Mr. Harley's accident has put much backward. We 
expect now every day that he will be earl of Ox- 
ford and lord treasurer. His patent is passing ; but 
they say, lord keeper's not yet, a't least his son, 
young Harcourt, told me so t'other day. I dined 
to day privately with my friend Lewis at his lodgings 
at Whitehall. Tothcr day ~ at Whitehall I met a 
lady of my acquaintance, whoirt I had not seen be- 
fore since I came to England : we were mighty 
glad to see each other, and she has engaged me to 
visit her, as I design to do. It is one Mrs. Col- 
ledge ; she has lodgings at Whitehall, having been 

* TlieUiiiversitj of PoWin. X>. S, 

seamstress 
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seamstress to king William, worth three hundred a 
year, her father was a fanatick joiner, hanged for 
treason in Shaftesbury's plot. This noble person and 
I were brought acquainted, some years ago, by lady 
Berkeley. I love good creditable acquaintance; I 
love to be the worst of the company : I am not of 
those that say, for want of company welcome tmin- 
pery. I was this evening with lady Kerry and Mrs. 
Pratt at Vauxhall, to hear the nightingales ; but they 
are almost past singing. 

18. I was hunting the secretary to day in vain 
about some business, and dined with colonel Crowe, 
late governor of Barbadoes, and your friend Sterne 
was the third : he is very kind to Stem*, and helps 
him in his business, which lies asleep till Mr. Har-, 
ley is lord treasurer, because nothing of moment is 
now done in the treasury, the change being expected 
every day. I sat with dean Atterbury till one o'clock 
after I came home ; so 'tis late, &c. 

19. Do you know that about our town we are 
mowing already and making hay, and it smells so 
sweet as we walk through the flowery meads ; but 
the hay making nymphs are 'perfect drabs, nothing 
so clean or pretty as farther in the country. There 
is a mighty increase of dirty wenches in straw hats 
since I knew London. I staid at home till five 
o'clock, and dined with dean Atterbury : then went 
by water to Mr. Harley's, where the Saturday club 
was met, with the addition of the duke of Shrews^ 
bury. I whispered lord Rivers, « that I did not like 
to see a stranger among us," and the rogue told it 
aloud ; but Mr. secretary said, " the duke writ to 
liave leave ;" so I appeared satisfied, and so we 
laughed. Mr. secretary told me " the duke of 

& Buckingham 
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Buckingham had been talking to him mudi about 
me, and desired my acquaintance." I answered, 
" it could not be : for he had not made sufficient 
advances." Then the duke of Shrewsbury said, 
" be thought that duke was not used to make 
advances." I said, " I could not help that ; for I 
always expected advances in proportion to men's 
quality, zad more from a duke than other men." 
The duke replied, " that he did not mean any thing 
of his quality ;" which was handsomely said enough : 
for he meant his pride : and I have invented a notion 
to believe that liobody is proud. At ten all the 
company went away ; and!" from ten till twelve Mr. 
Harley and I sat togetlier, where we talked through 
a great deal of matters I had a mind to settle with 
him, and then walked, in a fine moonshine nighty 
to Chelsea, where I got by one. Lord Rivers 
conjured me not to walk so late; but I would, 
because I had no other way ; but I had no money to 
lose. 

20. By what lord keeper told me last night, I 
find he will not be made a peer so soon : but Mr. 
Harley'e patent for earl of Oxford is now drawing, 
and will be done in three days. We made him own 
it, which he did scurvily, and they talked of it like 
tiie rest. Mr. secretary had too much company 
with him to day ; so I came away soon after dinner. 
I give no man liberty to swear or talk h — dy, and 
I found some of them were in constraint, so I left 
them to themselves. I wish you a merry Whit- 
suntide, and pray tell me how you pass away your 
time : but faith, you are going to Wexford, and I 
fear this letter is too late ; it shall go on Thursday, 

and 
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end sooner it cannot, I have so much business to 
hinder me answering yours. Where mmt I (Urect 
in your absence ! Do you quit your lodgings ? 

21. Going to town this morning, I met in the 
Pall mall a clergyman of Ireland, whom I love very 
well and was glad to see, and with him a little jack- 
anapes of Ireland too, who married Nanny Swift, 
uncle Adam's daughter, one Perry ; perhaps you may 
have heard of him. His wife has sent him here to, 
get a place from Lownds; because my uncle and 
Lownds married two sisters, and Lownds is a great 
man here in the treasury * : but by good luck I have 
no acquaintance with him i however, he expected I 
should be his friend to Lownds, and one word of 
mine, &c. the old cant. But I will not go two yards 
to help him. I dined with Mrs. Vanhomrigh, where 
I keep my best gown and periwig to put on when I 
come to town and be a spark. 

12. i dined, to day in the city, and coming home 
this evening, I met sir Thomas Mansel and Mr. 
Lewis in the park. Lewis whispered me, " that 
Mr. Harley's patent for earl of Oxford was passed 
in Mr. secretary St. John's office ;" so to morrow 
or next day I suppose he will be declared earl of 
Oxford, and have the staff. This man has grown 
by persecutions, turnings out, and stabbing. What 
■ waiting, and crowding, and bowing, will be at his 
levee ? yet, if human nature be capable of so much 
constancy, I should believe he will be the same 

• Gay addressed some humourous verses, " To my very 
ingenious and worthy friend Williara Lownds, esq., Author 
pf liiat celebrated Xrest'se in folio, called The Land Tax 
piU.-, if. 
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man still, bating the necessary forms of grandeur 
he must keep up, Tia late sirrahs, and I'll go 
sleep. 

23. Morning. I sat up late last night, end waked 
late to day ; but will now answer your letter in bed 
before I go to town, and will Bend it to morrow; 
for pwhaps you mayn't go so soon to Wexford.— 
No, you are not out in your number : the last was 
Number 14, and so I told you twice or thrice ; will 
you never be satisfied ? What shall we do for poor 
Stella ? Go to Wexford, for Grod's sake : I wish you 
were lo walk there by three mites a day, with a good 
lodging at every mile's end. Walking has done me 
so much good, that I cannot but prescribe it oflen 
to poor Stella. Parvisol has sent me a bill for 
fifty pounds, which I am sorry for, having not 
written to him for it, only mentioned it two months 
ago ; but I hope he will be able to tell you what I 
have drawn upon him for : he never sent me any 
sum before but one bill of twenty pounds, half a 
year ago. You are as welcome as my blood to eveiy 
farthing I have in the world : and all that grieves 
me is, I am not richer for MD's sake, as hope saved. 
I suppose you give up your lodgings when you go 
to Wexford; yet that will be inconvenient too: 
yet I wish again you were under the necessity of 
rambling the country till Michaelmas, faith. No, 
let him keep the shelves with a pox ; yet they are , 
exacting people about those four weeks, or Mrs. 
Brent may have the shelves if she please. I am 
obliged to your dean for his kind offer of lending 
me money. Will that be enough to say ? A hun- 
(iret} people would tend me money, or to any man 

who 
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who has not the reputation of a squanderer. O 
J&ith I should be glad to be in the same kingdom 
with MD, however, although you were at Wexford, 
But 1 am kept here by a most capricious fete, which 
I would break through, if I could do it with decency 
or honour. — To return without some mark of dis- 
tinction, would look extremely little; and I would 
likewise be gladly somewhat richer than 1 am. I 
will say no more, but beg you to be easy, till for- 
tune take her course, and to believe- that MD's 
f^dty is the great end I aim at in all my pursuits. 
And so let us talk no more on this subject* whidi 
makes me melancholy, and that I would fain divert. 
Believe- me, no man breathing at present has les9 
share of happiness in life than I : I do not say I am 
unhappy at all, but that every thing here is taste- 
less to me for want of being where I would be. 
And so a short sigh, and no more of this. Well, 
come and let's see what's next, young women. Pos 
take Mrs. Edgworth and Steme : I will take some 
methods about that box. What orders would you 
have me give about the picture ? Can't you do with 
it as if it were your own ? No, I hope Manley will 
keep his place ; for I hear nothing of sir Thomas 
Frankland's losing his. Send nothing under cover 
to Mr. Addison, but " To Erasmus Lewis, esq., at 
my lord Dartmouth's officp at Whitehall." Direct 
your outside so. — Poor dear StelU, don't write in 
the dark, nor in the light neither, but dictate to 
Dingley;'she is a naughty healthy girl, and may 
drudge Tor both. Are you good company together ? 
iind don't you quarrel too often J Pray, love one 
aaother, and kiss one another just now, as Oingley 
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is reading this ; for you quarrelled this morning 
just after Mrs. Marget had poured water on Stella's 
hand : I heard the Uttle bird say so. Well, I have 
answered every thing in your letter that reqmred 
it, and yet the second side is not full. TU come 
home at night, wd say more ; and to morrow this 
goes for certain. Go, get you gone to your own 
chambers, and let Presto rise like a modest gentle- 
man, and walk to town. I fancy I begin to sweal 
less in the forehead by constant walking than I used 
to do ; but then I shall be so sunburnt, the ladiei 
won't like me. Come, let me rise, sirrahs. Morrow. 
— At night. I dined with Ford to day at his lodg- 
ings, and I found wine out of my own cellarj some 
of my own chest of the great duke's wine : it begins 
to turn. They say wine with you in Ireland is half 
a crown a bottle. 'Tis as Stella says, nothing Ihat 
once grows dear in Ireland ever grows cheap again, 
except corn, with a pox, to ruin the parson. I had 
a letter to day from the archbishop of Dublin, 
. giving me farther thanks about vindicating him to 
Mr. Harley and Mr. St. John, and telling me a long 
story about yonr mayor's election, wherein I find 
he has had a finger, and given way to farther talk 
about him ; but we know nothing of it here yet. 
This walking to and fro, and dressing myself, takes 
up so much of my time, that I cannot go among 
company so much as formerly ; yet what must a 
body do ? 1 thank God, I yet continue much better 
since I left the town ; I know not how long it may 
last. I am sure it has done me some good for the 
present. I do not totter as I did, but walk firm as 
» cock, only once or twice for a mioute, I don't 

know 
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know how ; but it went off, and I never followed it. 
Does Dingley read my hand as well as ever ? Do you, 
sirrah ? Poor Stella must not read Presto's ugly small 
hand. Preserve your eyes if you be wise. Your 
friend Walls's tea will go in a day or two toward 
Chester by one parson Richardson. My humble ser- 
vice to her, and to good Mrs. Stoyte, and Catherine; 
and pray walk while you continue in Dublin. I ex- 
pect your next but one will be from Wexford. God 
bless dearest MD. 

24. Morning. Mr. secretary has sent his groom 
hither to invite me to dinner to day, &c. God Al- 
mighty for ever bless and preserve you both, and give 
you health, &c. Amen. Farewell, &c. 

Don't I often say the same thing two or three times 
in the same letter, sirrah ? 

, Great wits, ttiey say, have but short memories; 
that's good vile conversation. 



LETTER XXIV. 



Mg 



Chelsea, May 24, 17 J I. 



lORNING. Once in my life the number of my 
letters and of the day of the month is the same ; 
that's lucky, boys jthat's a sign that things will meet, 
and that we shall make a figure together. Wh at, 
will you still liave the impudence to say London, Eng~ 
land) because I say Dublin, Ireland? Is there no 
difference between Ixjndon and Dublin, saucy boxes ? 
1 have sealed up my letter, and am gcwng'to town. 
4 Morrow, 
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Morrow, eirrahs. — At night. I dined with the se- 
cretary to day ; we sat down between five and six. 
Mr. Harley's patent passed this morning : he is now 
earl of Oxford, earl Mortimer, .and lord Harleyof 
Wigmore castle. My letter was sealed, or I would 
have told you this yesterday ; but the publick news 
may tell it you. The queen, for all her favour, has 
kept a rod for him in her closet this week ; I suppose 
he will take it from her though in a day or two. At 
eight o'clock thta evening it rained prodigiously, as it 
did from five ; however I set out, and in half way the 
rain lessened, and I got home, but tolerably wet ; and 
this is the first wet walk I have had in a month's 
time that I am here : but however I got to bed, after 
a short visit to Atterbury. 

35. It rained this morning, and I went to town 
by water ; and Ford and I dined with Mr. Lewis 
by ^pointment. I ordered Patrick to bring my 
gown and periwig to Mr. IiCwis, because I designed 
to go to see lord Oxford, and so I told the dog ; but 
he never came, though I staid an hour longer than I 
appointed : so I went in my old govn, and sat with 
him two hours, but could not talk over some business 
I had with him ; so he has desired me to dine with 
him on Sunday, and I must disappoint the secretary. 
My lord set me down at a coffeehouse, where I waited 
for the dean of Carlisle's chariot to bring me to 
Chelsea ; for the dean did not come himself, but sent 
me his chariot, which has cost me two shillings to the 
coachman ; and so I am got home, and Lord knows 
what is become of Patrick. I think I must send him 
over to you ; for he is an intolerable rascal. If I 
had come without a gown, he would have served 

me 
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me so, though my Hfe and preferment should have 
lain upon it : and 1 am malting a livery for him will 
<»st me four pounds ; but I- will order the tailor 
to morrow to stop till farther orders. My lord 
Oxford can't yet abide to be called " my Lord ;" 
and when I called him ** my Lord" he called me 
** Dr. Thomas Swift" which he always does when he 
has a mind to tease me. By a second hand^ he pro- 
posed my being his chaplain, which I by a second 
hand excused ; but we had no talk of it to day ; but 
I will be no man's* chaplain alive. But I must go and 
be busy. 

26. I never saw Patrick till this momingj and 
that only once, for 1 dressed myself without biro ; 
and when I went to town, he was out of the way, 
I immediately sent for the tailor, and ordeted him 
to stop his hand in Patrick's clothes till farther or- 
ders. O, if it were in Ireland, I should have turn- 
ed him off ten times ago ; and it is no regard to him, 
but myself, that has made me keep him so long. 
Now I am ^raid to give the rogue his clothes. 
What shall I do? I wish MD were here to entreat 
for him, just here at the bed's side. Lady Ashbum- 
ham has been engaging me this long time to dine 
with her, and I set to day apart for it ; and what- 
ever was the mistake, she sent me word, " she was 
at dinner and undressed, but would be glad to see 
me in the afternoon ;" so I dined with Mrs. Van- ' 
homrigh, and would not go see her at all, in a huff. 
My fine Florence is turning sour with a vengeance, 
and I have not drank half of it. As I was coming 
home to night, sir Thomas Mansel and Tom Har- 
ley met me in the park, and made me walk with 

them 
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them till nine, like unreasonable ivhelps: so I got 
not here till ten : but it was a fine evening, and the 
footpath clean enough already after this hard rain. 

27. Going this morning to town, I. saw two old 
lame fellows walking to a brandy shop, and when 
they got to the door, stood a long time compliment-* 
ing who should go in fii^t. Though this be no 
jest to tell, it was an admirable one to see. I dined 
to day with my lord Oxford and the ladies, the new 
countess, and lady Betty, who has been these three 
days a lady born. My lord left us at seven, and I 
had no time to speak to hi[n about some affairs; but 
he promises in a day or two we shall dine alone; 
which is mighty likely, considering we expect every 
moment that the queen will give him the staff, and 
tfien he will be so crowded, he will be good for no- 
thing: for aught I know he may have it to night at 
council. 

03. I had a petition sent me t'other day from one 
Stephen Gemon, setting forth ** that he formerly 
lived with Harry Tenison, who gave him an employ- 
ment of ganger ; and that he was turned out after 
Harry's death, and came for England, and is now 
starving;" or, as he expresses it, " that the staff of 
life has been of late a 'stranger to his appetite." To 
day the poor fellow called, and I know him very well, 
a young slender fellow with freckles in his face; you 
must remember him ; he waited at table as ,a better 
sort of servant. I gave him a crown, and promised 
to do what I could to help him to a service, which I 
did for Harry Tenison's memory. Itwasb**»*yhot 
walking to day, and I was so lazy I dmed where my 
new gown was, at Mrs. Vanhomrigh's, and came 

back 
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back like a foolj and the dean of Carlisle has sat with 
me till eleven. Iiord Oxford has not the staff yet. 

29. .1 was this morning in town by ten, though it 
was shaving day, and went to the ftecretary about some 
af&irs, then visited the duke and duchess of Ormondj 
but the latter was dressing to go out, and I could not 
see her. My lord Oxford had the staff given him 
this morning; so now I must call him Lord Oxford 
no moi-e, hut Lord Treasurer: I hope he will stick 
there: this is twice he has changed his name this 
week; and I heard to day in the city (where I dined) 
that he will very soon have the garter. — Prithee, don't 
you observe how strangely I have changed my com- 
pany and manner of living? I never go to a coffee- 
house; you bearno more of Addison, Steele, Henley, 
lady Lucy, Mrs. Finch, lord Somers, lord Halifax, 
&c. I think I have altered for the better. Did I 
tell you, the archbishop of Dublin has writ me a long 
letter of a squabble in your town about choosing a 
mayor, and that he apprehended some censure for 
the share he had in it? I have not heard any thing 
' of it here; but I shall not be always able to defend 
him. We hear your bishop Hickman * is dead; but 
nobody here will do any thing for me in Ireland; so 
they may die as fast or slow as they please. — Well, 
you are constant to your deansj and your Stoyte, and 
your Walls. Walls will have her tea soon; parson 
Richardson is either going or gone to Ireland, and 
has it with him. I hear Mr. Lewis has two letters 
for me: I could not call for them to day, but will to 
»orrow; and perhaps one of them may be from our 

• Dr. Cfaarln Hickman bishop of Derry. N, 

little 
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little MI} vi^o knowSi man7 who can telU Many: 
more unlikely thing has happened.-*-^8haw, I write 
so plaguy little, I can hardly see it myself. H'rite 
biggeTf sirrak* Presto. ' No, but I won't. • -O, you 
are a saucy rogue, Mr. Presto, you are so impudent. 
Ctfflfte, dear rogues, let Presto go to sleep : I have been 
with the dean, aild 'tisntdr twelve. 

30. I am so hot and la^y, after my tnomitig's ffalk, 
that I loitered at Mrs. Vanhomrigh's, where my best 
gown and periwig was, and out of mere listlessnets 
^ne there very often,^ so I did to day j but I got little ■ 
MD's letter, N* 1 5 (you see, sirrabs, I remember 
to tell the number) from Mr. Lewis, and I read it ia ■ 
a closet UiE^ lend me at Mrs. Van's, and I find Stella 
is a saucy rogue and a great writer, and can write 
findy still when her hand's in, and her pen goofl. ■ 
When I catne befe to night, I had a nii^ty mindto 
go swim after I was cool, for my lodging is j ujt by the . 
river, and I went down with only my nightgown and 
slippers on at eleven, but came up againi however, 
one of these nights I will venture. 

31.1 vm so hot this morning with my walk, that 
I resolve to do so no more during this violent burning 
weather. It is comical, that now we happen to have 
such heat to ripen the fruit, there has been the great- 
est blast that ever was known, and almost all th^ fruit 
is despaired of. - I dined with lord Shelbume ; lady 
Kerry and Mrs. Pratt are going to Ireland. I went 
this evening to lord treasurer, and sat about two hours 
with him in mixed company; he left us, and went to 
court, and carriej two staves with him, so I suppose 
we shall have a new lord steward, or comptroller to 

* These words in Ilalicki are written in a large round hancl. 

D. S. 

yoL. XT. E morrow; 
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momfifi I BDi(^«d that state, sfxxet olub by^tbAfcaoCL". 
dent I won't ftuswer your letter yet, sjreobfi, vOp I 
won't, madam. 

June, 1 . I wish you a meny n)pi)th q£ Jiii)e. I 
dined again with the V^^ and sjr Ai/df^w EouBtaine. 
I always give thei»afla«kof ipyP1oreo?e» ^yhjpIjtBpijit 
begins to spoil, but 'ti^ n^r ^p ^pd. I M^ent thisislt 
t^mooQ to Mrs. Yedeau's and brought away viadam 
Dingley's pawhipent and, letter of attorn^. Ifra. 
VedcBu teUs me, she h?^ sent tbe bitli a fortni^U;: 
ago. I will give: the pai>;hment to Ben Tooke, aul 
you ahall if od,him a. letter of attorney at your leisure, 
enclosed to Mr. Presto. Xes> I now tj^int youc 
roackareUs fiulVas good as oiirs, whiclLl did not think. 
formerly. I; was bit about the. two stoves, fci; tfaece. 
is ho new officer made to dpy. Xhia letteE wiJli 
find you. still in Dublin, I supposes or at. Donny- 
brodtj or losing your mon^. at Walla'- (bow. doe&^ 
do?) 

1. 1 raisE^ this day by a blunder, and dinii^ in 
the city*. 

3.' No boats on Sunday, never; so I was forced to 
walk, and so hot by the time, I got to Ford's lod^ng, 
that I was quite spent r I think the weather is mad. I 
could not go to church. I dined with the secretary 
aa usual, and old colonel Graham that lived, at Bag- 
shot heath, and they said it was. colqnel Graham's 
house. Pshaw, I remember it vqry well^ when. I used 
tQ go for a- walk to London from Mpaorpark, What, 
I (Warrant you, don't remember the Golden Farmer, 
neither, Eiggarkich Solei/? 

4. When must we answw this letier, thisiN" 15. 

• This is inlcrliticd in the original. D. S, 
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bf out litUe MD? hefit and laziness^ and sir Andrew 
f'ountaine made me dine to da^ again at Mrs. Van's; 
and, in short, this weather is insupportable; how is 
it with you? lady Betty Butler, atid lady Ashbumham 
sat with me two or three hours this evening in my 
closet at Mrs. Van's/ They are very good g^rls, tmd 
if lady Betty went to Ireland you should let her be ac- 
quainted with you. How does Dingley do this hofc- 
weath^} Stella, I think, never conlplains of it, she 
loves hot weather, There has not been a drop of 
nin since Friday se'nnight. Yes, you do love hot 
weather, naughty Stella, you do so, and Presto can't 
abi^ it. Be a good ^rl then, and I'll love you: and 
love one another, and don't be quarrelling giris. 

5. I dined in the city to day, and went from hehce 
early to town, and visited the duke of Ormond, and 
Mfi secretary. They say, my lord treasurer has a 
dead warrant in his pocket, they mean, a list of those 
who are to be turned out of employment^ and we 
every day now expect those changes. I passed by 
the treasury to day, and saw vast crowds waiting to- 
give lord ti'easurer petitions as he passes by. He is 
now at the top of power and &vour: he keeps no levee 
yet. I am cruel thirsty this hot weather ; — I am just 
this minute going to swim. I take Patrick down 
with me to hold my night gown, shirty and slippei^, 
and borrow a napkin of niy landlady for a. cap. — So 
&rewell till I come up; but there's no danger, don't 
be frighted-^I have been swimming this half hour 
and more; and when I was coming out I dived, to 
make my head and ell through wet, like a cold bath ; 
but as I dived, the napkin fell off and is lost, and I 
have that to pay tor. O faith, the great stones were 
so sharp, I could hardly set my feet on them as I came 
B 3 out 
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out. It was pure and warm. I got to bed, and will 
now go sleep. 

6. Morning. This letter shall go to morrow; so I 
will answer your's when I come home to night. I 
feel no hurt from last night's swimming. I He with 
nothing but the sheet over me, and my feet quite 
bare. I must rise and go lo town before the tide is 
against me. Morrow, sirrahs; dearsirrahs, morrow. — 
At night. I never felt so hot a day as this since I 
was born- I dined with lady Betty Germain, and 
there was the young earl of Berkeley and his fine lady. 
I never saw her before, nor think, her near so hand--' 
some as she passes for. — After dinner Mr. Bertue 
would not let me put ice in my wine; but said " my 
lord Dorchester got the bloody flux with it, and that 
it was the worst thing in the world." Tlius are wc 
pUigued, thus are we plagued; yet I have done it five 
or six times this summer, and was but the drier and 
the hotter for it. Nothing makes me so excessively 
peevish as'hot weather. Lady Berkeley after dinner 
dapt my hat on another lady's head, and she in 
roguery put it upon the rails. I minded them not; 
but in two minutes they called me to the window, 
ahd lady Carteret showed me my hat out of her win- 
dow five doors off, where I was forced to walk to it, 
aiid pay licr and old lady Weymouth a visit, with 
some more bell-tiames. Tiien I went and drank 
coffee, and made one or two puns with lord Pem- 
broke, and designed to go to lord treasurer; but it 
was too late,- and besides I was half broiled, and 
broiled without butter; fori never sweat after dinner, 
if r drink any wine. • Then I set an hour with lady- 
Betty Butler at tea, and every thing made me hotter 
and diier. Then I walked horoe, and was here- by- 
ten, 
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. ten,' so miserably hot, that;! was in as perfect.a pas- 
sion as ever I was in iriy life at the greatest afiront or 
provocation. Then I sat an hour tiil I was quite dry 
and cool enough to go swim ; which I did, but with 

. so rnuch vexation, that I think. I have given it over: 
for I was every moment disturbed by boats, rot them ; 
and that puppy Patrick standing ashore, would let 
them come within a yard or two, and then call sneak- 
ingly to them. The only comfort I proposed here in 

. hot weather is gone ; for there is no jestii^ with ththe 
boats after 'tis dark: I had none last night'. I dived 
to dip my head, and held my cap on with both my 
hands, for fear of losing it. — Pox take the boats! 
Amen. "Tis near twelve, and so' I'll answer your 
letter (it strikes twelve now) to morrow, morning. . 

7. Morning. Well, now let us answer MD's let- 
ter, N" 15, 15, 15, 15. Now I have told you the 
number? 15, 15; there, impudence, to call names 
in the beginning of your letter, before you say, How 
do you do, Mr. Presto? — There's your breeding. 
Where's your manners, sirrah, to a gentleman? Get 
you gone, you couple of jades. — No, I never sit up 
late now: but this abominable, hot weather will foree 
me to eat or drink something tliat will do me hurt. I 
do venture to eat a few strawbcrries.-^-Why then, do 
you know )|f Ireland that Mr. St, John talked so in 
_ parliament? ypur whigsareplaguily bit| for he is en- 

^ tirely for their being all out.- — And are you- as vicious 
in snufF as ever? I believe, as you say, it does nei- 
ther hurt nor good; but I have left it ofti and when 
any body ofFers me their box, I take about a tcntli 
part of what I used to do, and then just smell to if, 
and privately fling the rest away. I keep to my to- 
bacco 
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bacco st31*, as yoa say; but even mudi less of that 
than formerly, only mornings and eveningSj and very 
seldom in tiie day.— As for Joe, I have recommendecj 
his esse heu-tUy to my lord lieutenant; uid, by his 

. direction, given a memorial of it to Mr. Southwell, 
to whom I have recommended it likewise. I can do 
no more, if he were my brother. (lis buuness will 
be to s^ly himself to Southwell. And you niustde^ 
sire Raymond,, if Price of Galway comes to towti, to 
desire him to wait on Mr. Southwell, as reoom-> 

' mended by me for one of the duke's chaplains, which 
was all ] could do for him ; and he must be presented 
to the duke^ and make his courts and ply about and 
find out some vacancy, and solicit early for it. T^ 
bustle about your mayor I had before, as I told yon^ 
from the archbishop of Dublin. Was Raymond not 
come till May 18? so he says fine things of me? cer- 
tmnly he lies. I'm sure I used him indiffirently 
enough, and we never opce dined together, or \ralked, 
or were in any third place, only he came sometimes 
to my lodgings,' and even there was ofteper denied 
Ulan admitted.-^What an old bill-f* is that you sent 
of Raymond's! a bill upon one Murry in Chester, 
which depends entirely not only upon Raymond's 
honesty, but his discretion; and in money matters he 
is the last map I would depend on. Why should sir 
Alexander Caimes in London pay me a bill, drawn 
by God Itnows who, upon Murry in Chester? I was 

* He does not mean smoking, which he never praciiwd, but 
snuffing up cut and dry tobacco, which sometimes was just co- * 
loured with Spanish snuff; and this be used 4II his life, but would 
pot own that be took snuff. D. S. 

* A bill for SOOl. Sec page 66, N. 

4 8t 
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fllCArr«e9'8i ■HiiA thtey'can do no such tfiihjg'. I went 
Iftmdrijg Some friehds, who are merchants, and I finH 
thte bill rtiiifet he Sent to Murry,^ accepted by him, 
4hd then returtied backj and then. Cairnes may accept 
dr tefasfc it aS h'ffi (ileasea. Accordkigly I gave sir 
ThdhiiiS Frahklarid the bill, who has sent it to XZh&(- 
tSt,'k^ biyttre^ Ihe postmAsfer there to get it ac- 
c^>6ed, shA Mien seiAl it back, And in a day or two t 
ehku tnive an answer; and there^e this letter must 
stay • a day tii- two Ibrigei- thiln I intended, and sete 
What anSVi^r I get. Raymond shbuld have writtert 
to Mdrry at the 'same time, to deSire sir AlexandA* 
'Cairhes-f- to have answered such a bill, if it come. 
Btit (^irties's derks (himself was not at home) said, 
" thit thfey had received no iiotice of it, arid could 
dd libthing;" aild advised me to send to Murry.— ^I 
have: bteh slk W^ks tb day at <Chel^, and ydii know 
it but jtSst how. And so dean — ^thinks I write 
thfe Medley. Pox of his judgment; 'tis equal to \ih 
honesty. Then yoii han't seen the " Miscellany" yet. 
Why, 'tis ^ foiir shilling book: has nobody cairied it 
cvt^l- — ^No; t believe Manley will ftot lose his place: 
fijr his friend in England is so fer from being ovi, 
ttrat he has taken a new patent sificfe the post-officfe 
afct; ^d his brother Jack Manley here takes his part 
firmly; ahd I have often spoken to Soathwell in his 
b*half, and hfe Seems very well inclined to him. But 
"thte Irish fblks here in general ai^ horribly violerft 
a^hiSt him. Besides, he must consider he could not 
fiend Stella winfe if he ivere put out. 'Arid so he ife. 
very kind, and sends you a dozen bottles of wine at 

\ Sir Alexander Cairnes, of Monagban, bait.; an entincet 
banl;ert and father to Mary lady Blaoty, the wife to Cudwulluder 
the sevefiih loid. F. 

_, a time, 
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3 time, and you win eight shillings at a tuBej aad 
howmuch do you lose? No,. no, never one syllable 
about that, I warrant you.- — Why this same Stella is 
so unmerciful a writer, she has hardly left any room 
■for Dingley. If you have euch summer there as here^ 
sure the Wexford waters are good by this time. I 
fpr^t what weather we had May 6th; go look, in my 
journal. We had terrible rain the ^th and .25th, 
and never a drop since, yes, yes, I rememb^ 
Berested's bridge; the poach Bosses up and dpwp as 
one gpes that way, just as at Hockley in the Hole. I 
never impute any illness or health I have to good or 
ill weather, but to want of exerdse, or ill air, or 
something I have eaten, or hard study, or sitting up; 
and BO I fence agdnst those as well as I can : but who 
a deuce can help the weather} Will Seymour, the 
genera], was ejicessively hot with the sun shining full 
upon him: so he turns to the. sun, and says, 
"Hearkee, friend, you bad better go and ripen cu- 
cumbers than plague me at this rate," &c. Another 
time fretting at the heat, a gentleman by saidy " i% 
was such weather as pleased Ood:" Seymour said, 
** Perhaps it may be; but I'm sure it pleases nobody 
else." Why, madam Dingley, the first-fruits are 
done. Southwell told me they went to inquire about 
them, and lord treasurer said they were done and had 
been done Jong ago, And FU tell you a secret you 
must not mention, that the duke of Ormond is orr 
dered to take notice of them in his speech to your 
.parliament: and I desire you will take care to eay on 
occasion, " that my lord treasurer Harley did it many 
months ago, before the duke was lord lieutenant." 
And yet I cannot possibly cOme over yet; so get you 
gone to Wexford, and make Stella well. — Yes, yes, I 

n,<j,-7=.-h,Gl.H)'.^lc 
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' t^e care not to ivalk late; I never ^ but oifce, jond 
- t&ere are five hoodrM people on .the way as I walk.— 
Hfidall is a puppy, and I will excuse him the half 
hour iie would tfJk with me. As hrtba Exaniiner, 'I 
have heard a whisper, that af^ that of this day, 
which, tells what this parliament has done, you will 
hardly find theui'fio good. I'prophe<^ they will he 
trash for the future; and methinksin this day's Ex- 
aminer the aullior talks doubtfully, as if he would 
write no mor0, Observe it4)ether the change be dis- 
covered iti Dublip,' only for your own cariosity, that's 
nil. Make .a mputh there: . Mrs. Vedeau^s bnainew 
I have uiswered, and I hope the tnll is not lost. Mor- 
row. I^s stewing hot, but I n^st rise, and go to 
town betwera fine and water. Morrow, sirra^ botii, 
' morrow. — ^At night. ] dined to day with cdonel 
.Crowe, governor of Jamaica* and your frioid Sterne. 
I presented Sterne to my lord treasurer's brother, and 
gave him his .case, and engaged htm in his favour. 
At dinner there fell the swinginest long shower, and. 
the most grateful to me that ever I saw: it thundered 
fifly times at least, and the air is bo cool, diat a body 
is able to live; and I walked home to night with com- 
fiirt, and without dirt. I. went this evening to lord 
treasurer, and set with him two hours, and we were in 
a very good humour, and he abused me and called me 
Dr. ThomasSwifi fifty times: I hdve told you he does 
that when he has a mind to make me mad. Sir Thomas 
Frankland gave me to day a letter from Murry, ac- 
cepting my bill: so all is well; only by a letter from 
Parvisol, I find there are some perplexities. — Joe has 
likewise written to me, to tliank me for what I have 
done' for him ; and desires " I would write to the • 
bishop of Clogher, that Xom Ashe may not hinder 



sent td Joe iie^enA times, ttut I yM iibt trouUe my. 
self bt all about Trim. I with ttiem their liliehy; 
but th^ ido not deserve itt so tell Joe> and seiid to 
bim. latnmightif happy i^ith this ridn: I A^klllAe 
tend i»r my pbtience, but noW I five again, litis 
ttuiAot go till Satuikky; and perh^ I may go '(M 
of town with lord Shelbume and lady Kehry to morrdW 
ifot- two or three days. - Lady Kerry has written to db- 
Kre it; but to morrow i shall know ihrther.-^ tliTis 
deaf .ran, I cannot fbtbear pcta^g it; I iievier ^t 
atp^t to be revived ao ih niy life. It lasbeid from 
three till five, hard as a horn, and mi»ed widi tuil. 

Bk Morning. I am going to town> aitd will jdbt 
£ni^ ^is there, if I go into the couAl^ mih lady 
Kerry and lord Shelbume: so morrow, till an hc^ 
■ Or two hencc-^-In town, I met Cannes, who, I su^ 
pose, will p^ me the money; though he says, I itiiubt 
send him iht bill first, and I will gi^t ifc doiie in rii^^hct. 
Farewell, fcc. &c. 



lETTER XXV. 

Chelsea, June 9, 10, 11, 13, 13, 
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 30. 

1 HAVE been all this time at Wicomb, between 
Oxford and London, with lord Shelbume, who has 

* £v«n Mr. Joseph Beaamont, ttie soa, wai at this time an old 
nftD, whose gray locks were veneraUe ; consequently his &thcr 
was very ancient j ainl y»t the &ther lived tilt about the' year 

J719. i). S. 



■ •wirr*e jooKwAt to STBtxA." 59 

thd squire's house at the town's end, end fln estate 
there jn a delicious countiy. Lady Kerry and Mrs. 
IVatt were with us, and we passed our time wdl 
enough; and there I wholly disengaged myself from 
all public^ thoughts, andercry thing but MD, who 
had the impudence to tend me a letter there; btlt 
111 be revenged i I'll answer it. This day, the 20th, 
I came from Wioomb with lady Kerry after dinner, 
Kghted at Hyde-Parfc comer, and walked: it was 
twenty-fleren miles, and we cane it in about five 
hours. 

21. I went at noon to »ee Mr. secretary at his 
l^ce, and there was lord treasurer: so I killed two 
Inrds, &c. and we were glad to see one another, and 
so fOTth. And the secretaty and I dined at sir William 
Wyniftam's, who married lady Catharine Seymour*, 
your ecquaintance, I suppose. There were ten of ua 
at dinner. It seems in my absence they had erected 
a dub, and made me one; and we made some laws 
to day, which I am to digest, and add to, against next 
meeting. Our meetings are to be every Thursday; 
we are yet but twelve : lord keeper and lord treasurer 
were proposed j but I was against them, and so was 
Mr. secretary, though their sons are of it, and so 
they are eicluded; but we design to admit the duke 
of Shrewsbury. The end of our club is to advance 
conversation and friendship, and to reward deserving 
persons with our interest and recommendation. We 
take in ncnie but men of wit or men of interest; and 
if we go on as we begin, no other club in this town 
will be worth talking of Tlie solicitor general, sir 
Hohert Raymond, is one of our club; and X oiderod 

* A daughter of the duko of Somerset. N. 
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him immediately to write to your lord chailoellor in 
&vour of Dr. Raymond; to tell Raymond, if you see 
him; but I believe tlus mil find you at 'Wexford. 
This letter will come three weeks after the last; so 
there is a week lost; but that is owing to my being 
out of town; yet I think it is right, because it goes 
enclosed to Mr. Reading: and why should he know 
how often Presto writes to MD,.prayf-rrI sat this 
evening with lady Butler* and lady Ashbumham'f^, 
and then came home by eleven, and had a good cool 
walk; for we have had no extreme hot weather this 
fortnight, but a great deal of rain at times, and a 

, body can live and breathe. I hope it will hold so. 
We had peaches to day. 

aa. I went late to day to town, and dined_ with my 
friend Lewis. I saw Will Congreve attending at the 
treasury, by order, with his brethren the commis- 
sioners of the wine licences. I had often mentioned 
him with kindness to lord treasurer; and Congreve 
told me " that after they had answered to what they 
were sent for, my lord called him privately, arid spoke 

. to him with great kindness, promising his protection," 
&c. The poor man said he had been used so ill of 
late years, that he was quite astonished at my lord's 

.goodness, &c. and desired me to tell my lord so; 
which I did this evening, and recommended him 
heartily. My lord assured me " he esteemed him 
very much, and would be always kind to him ; that 
what h^ said was to make Congreve easy, because he 

* Daughter to^ Jnincs duke of Ormond. lier ladj'ship, who liad 
a very great iippetitc, and ate heariy suppers every night. Jived 
to be above tiiiieiy years of age. She never was married. N. 

t Sister to the above lady. See the Journal of Oct. 20, 1710. 

N. 
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knew people talked as if \us lordship designed to turn 
every body out, and particularly Congrevej" which 
indeed was true, for the poor man told me he appre- 
hended it. As I left my lofd treasurer, I called on 
Congreve, (knowing where he dined) and told him 
what had passed between my lord and me: so I have 
made a worthy man easy, and that is a good' day's 
Work. I am proposing to my lord to erect a society, 
or academy for correcting and settling our language, 
that we may not perpetually be changing as we do. 
He enters mightily into it, so does the dean of Car- 
lisle; and I design to write a letter to lord treasurer 
with the proposals of it, and publish it, and so I told 
my lord, and he approves it. Yesterday's was a sad 
Examiner, and last week was very indifferent, though 
some little scraps of the old spirit, as if he had given 
some hints; but yesterday's is all trash. It is plain 
the hand is changed. 

33, I have not been in London to day:, for DK 
Gastrel and I dined, by invitation, with the dean of 
Carlisle, my neighbour ; so I know not what they are 
doing in the world, a mere country gentleman. And 
are not you ashamed both to go into the country just 
when I did, and stay ten days, just as I did, saucy 
monkies? but I never rode; I had no horses, and our 
coach was out of order, and we went and came in a 
hired one. Do you keep your lodgings when you go 
to Wexford? I suppose you do; for you will hardly 
stay above two months. I have been walking about 
our town to night, and it is a very scurvy place for 
Walking. I- am" thinkiiig to leave' it and' return to 
town no* the Irish ' folks are gone. ' Ford goes in 
three days. . Hdw does Dinglqr divert JiCTself while 
Stella is riding? work, or read, or "*&? 'D^es-Dingi 
■ ley 



4» swur'ftjaaurAL waav&t^it 

ley ever read- tajfou? Had yon ever jr book with jrott 
in the coittUry? » all that left affi coafesB. WeU, 
riLgo sleepr *tas past eleven, ami I go early to deqi; 
I write notbing at night but to MD. 

fM. Stratford and I, aad pastoral I^ilips ()u8t coMV 
fixptn Deoniark.) dined at Ford's to day, who paid- his' 
way, and goes fcr Ireland on Tuesday. The earl of 
Feterborow is returned from Vienna without one sei*- 
vant: he left them scattered in several t^Mvns of Get^ 
many, I had a letter from himr four days ago, from 
Hanover, where he desij%s I would immediately send 
bim an answer to his house at Parson's green, about 
five miles off I wondered what he meant, till I 
heard he wascome. He sent expresses, and got here 
before them. He is above fifty, and as active as one 
of five and twenty. I have not seen him yet, nor 
know when I shall, or where to find him. 

25. Poor ditke of Shrewsbury has beenveiy illof 
a fevert we' were all. in a fright about him : i thank 
God, he is belter, I dined to day at, lord Ashbum- 
ham's with his lady: for he was. not at home: she is 
a very good ^rl and always a great fevourite of mine; 
Sterne tell* nie, " he has desired a friend to receive 
your box in; Chester, and' ctuiy itowr." I fear he 
will miscarry in his business, which was sent to the 
treasury before he was recommended; for Z was posi* 
tive only to. second his. recommendations, and all bis 
other friends .failed .him. However, on your account. 
Twill do what Lcanfor him to morrow with the secre- 
tary of the treasury. 

36. We had much company to day at dinner a^ 

lord ttBasuFec*s. Priornever fails: he is a much bet- 

ier< conrtier than If*, and we expect every day that he 

vwU beA,flai[mQi&aU)aer «£ tha customs, and that in a 

' \ short 



sl^.^^ft^caft niwy, idqiv wiU be tuoed out, , 
I^bei^r hUoie IpM ti«a9ai«r for his alowness iiv tumatg 
p«^]ie QWti Wt I BuppoK h« kaa )vs reasons. They 
stjiJl It€<f^ my neighlwur. AMiettivry in siupen^ about. 
tb9, 4^^^^ o£ Chmtchwch> which hap 1?een abo?e: 
sij[i i|tp9th* vfl^ig!^ and hft is h^vtily aogiy.. t 
Mf^^i^^ jwu ^«. ij»ff pf«p»i3uig fta; y«ir Wexfi^ exr 
pffi^j^o^K a^ poor, ij^gl^ is fiiU of c«rHiig^ afu)- 
can^A ^nd, ^(^Idtng. How- long will ymi Bl»y i fituii 
I ^ ia PuUia be%«: you retuiv 7 doot fall and hurt 
y^lffelvfiit,, npr oy^ertuni the ooa<^. Love, one 9n- 
oth^:, apdihegDod girl^i.a^d drink Fred's, health 
in v/aXetj Vfi^^fm St^^i and i^ good ei»*i madun^ 
piogley. 

27. Thesfta^iary, aj^i^ted nje to dine with him 
to day, aad: we were to do a world of business : be 
came at fpur and b'ought Prior with him> and had 
fgrgot th^ appointment, and no business was done. I 
left him at eight, and went to change my gown at 
Rfcs. Vai>homrigh'B: and there was sir Andrew Foun- 
t^ne at ombrej with lady Ashbumham, and lady 
Frederidt Schombeig; and lady. Mary Schomberg, ■ 
and lady.fietty Butler, and others talking: and.it put 
nje in mind of the dean and Stoyte, and Walls, and 
Stella at play, and Dingley and I looking on. I staid 
wjth them till ten, like a fool. Lady Ashburnham. 
is something like Stella; so I helped her and wished 
her good cards. It is late, &c. 

28. Wlell, but I must answer this letter of our . 
MD's. Saturday approaches, and I han't writt£n« 
dpwn this- side.. O faith. Presto has been a sort of a 

• The Wexford ale 13 highly Meemed, which is hinted at in"* 
this passage; and the Wexford waters were prescribed to Stella. 

D.S. 
lazy 
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}azy fellow: but R«8to will rfimoTe to to*n this Aiy 
se'nnighta^e secretary has commanded me to do so^ 
and 1 believe he and I shall go for some da^ tA 
Windsor, where he will have leisure to mind some 
. business we have together. To day our society (it 
must not be called a club) dinedatMr. secretary's} 
we were b\tt eight, the rest sent excuses, or were out 
of town. We sat till eight, and made some laws and 
settlements; and then I went to take leave of lady 
Ashbumham, who goes out of town to morrow, as 
a great many of my acquaintance are already, and . 
left thC' town very thin. I shall make but short }our- 
nies this summerj and not be long out of London^ 
The days are growing sensibly shorter already, and all - 
our fruit blasted. Youf duke of Ormond is still at 
Chester; and perhaps this letter will be withyooa* 
soon as he. Sterne's* business is quite blown op: 
they stand to it to send him back to the commis- 
sioners of the revenue in Ireland fof a reference, and 
all my credit could not alter it, although I almost felt 
out with"the secretary of the treasury, who is my 
lord treasurer's cousin-germaUj and my very good 
friend. It seems every step he has hitherto taken 
hath been wrong) at least they say so, and that is 
the same thing. I am heartily sorry for it; and I 
really think they are in the wrong, and use him 
hardly; but I can do.no more. 

29. Steele has had the assurance to write to me, ■ 
that I would engage my lord treasurer to keep 3 friend 
of his in an employment : I believe I told you how he: ■ 
and Addison served me for my good offices in Steele's 
behalf; and I promised lovd treasurer never to speak 

• Collector of Wickiow. F. 

X-< for 
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for either of them again. Sir Andrew Fouiitaine and 
I dined to day at Mrs. Vanhomrigh's. DiUy Ashe 
has been in town this fortnight: I saw him twice; 
he was four days at !ord Pembroke's in the country, 
punning .with him, his face is very well. I was this 
evening two or three hours at lord treasurer's, who 
. called me Dt. Thomas Swift twenty times, that's his 
' way of teasing. I leil him at nine, and got home 
here by ten, like a gentleman; and to morrow morn- 
ing ni answer your letter, sirrahs. 

30. Morning. I am terrible sleepy always in a 
monung; I believe it is my walk overnight that dis- 
pose me to sleep ; faith 'tis now striking eight, and I 
am but just awake. Patrick comes early and wakes 
me five or six times, but I have excuses, though I am 
three parts a sleep. I tell him " I sat up late,'! or 
" slept ill in the night," and often it is a He. I have 
now got little MD's letter before me. N" l6, no 
more> nor no less, no mistake. Dingley says, 
" Tliis letter won't be above six lines," and I was 
afraid it was true, though I saw it filled on both sides. 
The bishop of Clogher writ me word " you were in 
the country, and thathe heard you'were well;" lam 
glad at heart MD rides, and rides;, and rides. Our 
hot weather ended in May, and all this month has 
been moderate: it was then so hot, I was not able to 
endure it; I was miserable every moment, and found 
myself disposed to be peevish and quarrelsome; I be- 
lieve a very hot country would make me stark mad. — 
Yes, my head, continues pretty tolerable, and I im- 
pute it all to walking. Does Stella eat fruit? I eat a 
little, but I always repent ahd resolve against it. No, 
in very hot weather I always go to town by water: 
but I constantly walk backj for then the sun is down, 

VOL. XV. F Atid 
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And 80 Mri. Proby goes with you to Wexford, she's 
admirable company: you'll grow plaguy wise with 
those you frequent. Mrs. Taylor, and. Mrs. Proby; 
t^e care of infection. I believe my two hundred 
pounds will be paid; but that sir Alexander Caimes 
is a scrupulous puppy: I left the bill with Mr. Strat- 
ford, who is to have the money. Now, madam Stella 
what say you ! you ride every day j I know that al- 
ready, sirrah; and if you rid every day for a twelve- 
month, you would be still better and better. No, I 
hope Parvisol will not have the impudence to make 
you stay an hour for the money; if he does I'll un- 
Parvisol him; pray let roe know. O Lgrd^ how 
hasty we are! Stella can't stay writing aiid writing; 
she must write and go a cockhorse, pray now. Well, 
but the horses are not come to the door; the fellow 
can't find the bridle ; your stirrup is broken ; where 
did you put the whips, DJngley? Marg'et, where 
have you laid Mrs. Johnson's ribband to tie about 
her? reach me my mask: sup up this before you go. 
So, so, a galley, a gallop, sit fast, sirrah, and don't 
ride hard. upon the stones. — ^W^ll, now Stella is gone, 
tell me, Dingley, is she a good girU and what news 
is that you are to tell me? — No I believe the box is 
not lost: Sterne says, it is noL — No faith, you must 
go to Wexford without seeing your duke of Ormond, 
unless you stay on purpose; perhaps you may be so 
wise. — I tell you this is your sixteenth letter; will 
you never be satisfied? No, no, I'll walk late no 
more; I ought less to venture it than other people, 
and so I was told, but I'll return to lodge in town 
next Thursday. When you come from Wexford I 
would have you send a letter of attorney to Mr. Ben- 
jamin Tooke, bookseller in London, directed to me, 

and 
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0tS he sFiall manage your affiiir'. 1 have your parch- 
ment safely locked up in London. — O madam Steila, 
welcome home; was it pleasant riding? did your horse 
stumble? how often did the man light to settle your 
Btimip? ride nine miles? faith you have galloped in- 
deed. Well, but Where's the fine thing you promised 
me? I have been a good boy, aak Dingley else. I 
believe you' did not meet the fine-thing-man: faith 
you are a cheat. So you'll see Raymond and his wife 
in town. Faith that tiding to Laracor gives me short 
sighs, as well as you. All the days I have passed here, 
have been dirt to those. I have beoi gaining ene- 
mies by the scores, and friends by the couples, which 
is against the rules of wisdom ; because they say, one 
enemy can do more hurt than ten friends can do 
good; But I have had my reveflge at least if I get 

nothing else. And so let fate govern. Now I 

think your letter is answered; and mine will be 
shorter than ordinary, because it must go to daj^ 
We have had a great deal of scattering rain for" some 

• days past, yet it hardly keeps down the dnst. We 

have plays acted in onr' town, aild Patrick, was at one 
of thf^, oh, 6h> He was damnably mauled one 
day when be Was drunk; he was at cuffs with a bro- 
ther footman, who drag^;ed him along the floor upon 
bis face, which looked for a week after as if he had 
U)e leprosy: and I was glad enough to see it, I have 
been ten times sending him over to you; yet now he 
has new clothes, and a l^ed hatj which the hatter 
})rought by his oniers, and he oiFered to pay for the 
lace out of his wages. — I am to dine to day with 
Pilly at sir Andrew Fountaine's, who has bought a 
new hpuse, and will be weary of it, in half an year. 
( must rise and shave, and walk to town upless I go 
p 2 with 
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With the dean in his chariot at twelve, which U torn, 
late: and I have not seen that lord Peterborow yet. 
The duke of Shrewsbury is almost well again> and 
will be abroad in a day or two: what care you? there 
it is now; you dont care for my friends. Farewell, 
my dearest lives, and delightsj I love you better than 
ever, if possible, as hope saved, I do, and ever mil. 
God Almighty bless you ever, and mate us happy 
together; I pray for this twice every day; and I hopo 
God will hear my poor hearty prayers.' — Remember if 
I am used ill and ungratefully, as I have formerly 
been, 'tis what I am prepared for, and shall not won- 
der at it. Yet, I am now envied, and thought in 
high &vour, atul have every day numbers of con- 
siderable men teasing me to solidt for them. And 
the ministry all use me perfectly well, and all that 
know them, say they love me. Yet I can count upon 
nothing, nor will, but upon MD's love and kind-' 
ness.-^They think me usefol;They pretend they 
were afr^d of none but m@; and that they resolved 
to have me; they have often confessed this; yet all 
makes little impression on me. — Pox of these spe- 
culations! they give me the spleen; and that is a 
dj&eaee I was not bom to. 2>t me alone, sirrahs, 
and be satisfied: J am, as long as MD and Presto 
are well: " I^ittle wealth, And much health, And a 
life by $tealth:'' that is all we want; and so farewell^ 
dearest MD; Stella, Dingley, Presto, all together, 
now and for ever all together. Farewell ag^ and 
»g^n. 
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LETTER XXVi. 

Chelsea, June 30, I71I. 

oEE what \atge paper I am ibrced to take to write 
to MD ; Patrick has brought me none clipped ; but 
faith the hext shall be smaller. I dined to day as t 
told you, with Dilly at sir Andrew Fountaine's : 
there were we wretchedly punning, and writing toge- 
ther to lord Pembroke. Dilly is justsuch apuppyas 
ever 1 and it is so uncouth, after so long an intef- 
mission. My twenty-fifth is gone this evening to the 
post. I think I will direct my next (which is this) to 
Mr. Curry's and let them send it to WeJtford, and 
theti the next enclosed to Reading. Instruct me 
how I shall do. I long to hear from you from Wex- 
ford, and what sort of place it is. The town grows 
very efnpty and dull. Tliis evening I have had a let- 
ter from Mr. Philips the pastoral poet, to get him a 
certdn employment from lord treasurer, I have' now 
had almost all the whig poets my solicitors : and I 
have been useful to Congreve, Steele, and Harrison : 
but I will do nothing for Philips ; 1 find he is more 
a puppy than ever ; so don't solicit for him. Besides 
I will not trouble lord treasurer, unless upon some 
very extraordinary occasion. 

July 1. Dilly lies conveniently for me when I 
come to town from Chelsea of a Sunday, and go to the 
secretary's; so I called at his lodgings this morning, 
and sent for my gown, and dressed myself there. 
He had a letter from the bishop, with an acoouot 
that you were set out for Wexfoni for the morning 
he writ, which was June 26, and he had the letter 
6 .-. the 
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the 30tlj j that was very quick : the bishop says, yon 
design to stay there two months or more. ' Dilly 
had also a tetter fmm Tom Ashe, full of Irish news : 
that your lady Linden is dead, and I know not 
what besides, of Dr. toghil • losing his drab, &c 
The secretary ts gone to Windsor, and I dined 
with Mrs. Vanhomrigh. Lord treasurer is at Wind- 
sor too ; they >vill be going and coming all summer, 
while the queen is ■ there, and the town is empty, 
and I fear I shall be sometimes forced to stoop be- 
neath my dignity, and send to the alehouse for a 
dinner. Well, sirrahs, had you a- good journey to 
Wexford.? did you drink ale by the way ? were you 
never overturned f how many thing? did you forget ? 
do you lie on straw in your new town whereyou 
. are ? Cudsho, the next letter !»' Presto will be dated 
from Wexford. What fine compapy have you there? 
what new acquaintance have you got ? you are to 
Vfrite constantly to Mrs. Walls and Mrs. Stoyte: and 
, the dean said, shall we never hear from you! Yes, 
.Mr. dean, we'll ma^e bold to trouble you mth a 
better. Then at Wexford ; when you meet a lady ; 
Did. your waters pass welt this morning, madam ? 
.widl Dingley drink them too ? Yes, IwalTwiti to get 

* Dr.^Iarmadukf Coghil was judge of the pier<^life court 
in Ireland. .AiMUt thh time he courted a lady, aud was sooh tu 
have been niarrinl to ber; but unforlunaleiy a cause was biQughc 
to trial before bim, wherein a man nas t^aed fur bcatiug liis wife, 
-When the mailer was agitated, the doctor gave his opinion, " that 
ftllhaugb a man liad no ngbt to beat his wife unmercitlilly, yet that 
with sufh a little cane or switch as hu then held bis band, a hus- 
band nos at liberty, aud was invested with a power, to give hu 
wife moderate correction ;" which opiuion determined the lady 
against hawing tiw doctor. He died an old man and a bachelor, 
about thffytar 1710. D, S. ' 

her 
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her a stomach. I suppose you are all gamesters at 
WfflJbrd. Don't lose your money, sirnih, fer from 
home. I believe I shall go to Windsor in a few days; 
at le^t, ^e secretary tells me so. He has a small 
house there, with just room enough for him and me t 
and I would be satisfied to pass a few days thoe some- 
times. Sirrahs, let me go to sleep, 'tis past twelr« 
in our town. 

2. Sterne came to me this mornings and telb me 
he has yet some hopes of compassing his business ; 
he was with Tom Harley the secretary of the trea- 
sury, and made him doubt a little he was in the 
wrong ; the poor man tells me, it will almost undo 
him if he fails. I called this morning to see Will 
Congreve, who lives much by himself, is forced to 
read for amusement, and cannot do it without a mag- 
nifying-glass. I have set him very well with the mi- 
nistry, and I hope he is in no danger of lo^ng his 
{dace. I dined in the city with Dr. Freind, not among 
my merchants, but with a scrub instrument of mis- 
chief of mine, whom I never mentioned to you, nor 
am like to do. You are two little saucy Wexfordians, 
you are now drinking waters. You drink waters 1 
you go fiddlestick. Pray God send them to do you 
good : if not, faith next sommer you sh:^ come to 
the Bath. 

3. Lord Peterborow desired to s^ me this mom- 
ifig at nine ; I had not seen him before since he came 
home. I met Mrs. Manley there, who was soliciting 
him to get some pension or reward for her services in 
the cause, by writing her Atalantis, and prosecution, 
&c. upon it. I seconded her, and hope they will do 
something for the poor woman. My lord kept me 
two hours upon politicks : he comes home very san- 

gjube; 
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guine; he has certainly done great things at SavDjr 
and Vienna by his negotiations: he is violent against 
a peace, and finds , true what I writ to him, that the 
ministry seems for it. He reasons well, yet I am 
fcr a peace *. I took leave of lady Kerry, who goes 
to morrow for Ireland ; she picks up lord Shelbume 
and Mrs. Pratt atjord Shelbume's house. I was this 
evening with lord treasurer ; Tom Harley was there ; 
and whispered me that he began to doubt about 
Sterne's bu^ness ; I told him be would find he was in 
the wrong. I sat two or three hours at lord trea- 
surer's ; he rallied me sufficiently upon my refusing 
to take him, into our club j told a judge who was 
with us, that my name was Thomas Swifl. I had a 
mind to prevent sir H. Bellasis going to Spain, who - 
is a most covetous, cur, and I fell a railing against 
avarice, ^nd turned it so that he smoked me, and 
named Bellasis. I went on, and said it was a shame 
to send him, to which he agreed, but desired I 
would name' some who understood business and do 
not love money, for he could not find them. I said 
'f there was something in a treasurer different from 
other men ; that we ought not to make a man 3 
bishop who does not love divinity, or a general 
who does not love war ; . arid I wondered why the 
queen would make a man lord treasurer who does 
not love money." He was mightily pleased with 
what I said. He was talking of the first-fruits of 
England, and I took occasion to tell him, " that I 
would not for a thousand pounds, any body but he 
had got them to Irel^d, who got them for England 

• Thc5c words, wrillcn ia confideiwe to Stella, deserve our 
'ngtice. D. S. 

too." 
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ioa". He bid me consider <' what a thousand poundi 
was ;" I said *' I would have him to luiow, I valued 
a thousand pounds as little as he valued a million "— 
Is it not silly to write all this ? but it gives you an 
idea of what our conversation is with mixed com- 
pany. I have taken a lodging in Suffblk-^traet, and 
go to it on Thursday ; and design to walk the park 
and the town to supply my walking here : yet I vrill 
walk here sometimes too in a visit now and then to 
the dean. When I was almost at home, Patrick told 
me he had two letters for me, and gave them to me in 
the dark, yet I could see one of them was from saucy 
MD. I went.to visit the dean for half an hour ; and 
then come home, and first read the other letter, which 
was from the bishop of Clogher, who tells me " the 
archbishop of Dublin mentioned in a full assembly of 
the clergy, the queen's granting the first-fruits ; said 
it was done by the lord treasurer ; and talked much 
of my merit in it ;" but readingyour^s I find nothing 
of that : perh^ the bishop lies, out of a desire to 
please me. I dined with Mrs. Vanhomrigh. Well, 
sirrahs, you are gone to Wexford, but FU follow 
you. 

4. Sterne came to me again this momiug to advise 
about reasons and memorials he is drawing up ; and 
we went to town by water tc^ther ; and having no- 
thing to do, I stole into ^e city to an instrument of 
mine, and then went to see poor Patty Rolt, who 
has been in town these two months with a cousin of 
hers. Her life passes with boarding in some country 
town as cheap as she can, and when she runs out, 
shifting to some cheaper place, or coming to town 
for a month. If I were ridi I would ease her, which 
a little thing would do. Some months ago I sent her 
a guinea. 
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K gvioea, and it patched up twenty drcumstanoes* 
She )■ now going to Berkhanutead in Hertford^re. 
It hai rained and biuled prodi^ously today, with some 
thunder. Tias is the last night I lie at Chelsea; and 
I got h(MDe early and sat two hours wiUi the dean^ 
and eat victuals, having had a very scurvy dinner, 
ni answer your letter when I come to live in town. 
You shall have a fine London answer : but first I'll go 
sleep and dream of MD. 

London, July $. This day I left Chelsea^^r good 
(tliat's a genteet phrase) and am got into Sufiblk 
street. I dined to day at our sodety, and WQ ara 
adjourned for a month, because most of us go into 
the country : we dined at lord keeper's with young 
Harcourt, and lord keeper was forced to sneak ofl, 
and dine with lord treasurer, who had invited the se- 
cretary and me to dine with him ; but we scorned to 
leave our company, as George Granville did, whom 
we have threatened to expel : however, in the even^ 
ing-I went to lord treasurer, and, among other com- 
pany, found a couple of judges with him ; one of 
tliem judge Powel, an old fellow, with gray hairs, was 
the merriest old gentleman I ever saw, spoke .pleasant 
things, and laughed and chuckled till he cried again. 
I staid till eleven, because I was not now to walk to 
Clielsea. 

6. An ugly rain to day ; I was to visit Mrs. Barton, 
then called at Mrs. Vanhomrigh's, where sir Andrew 
Fountaine, and the rain kept me to diiiner, and 
there did I loiter all the afternoon, like a fool, out . 
of perfect laziness, and the weather not permitting 
me to walk ; but I'll do so no more. Are your 
waters at Wexford good in this rain ? I long to hear 
how you are established there, how and whom you 

visit,. 
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insit, what is your lodging, what are your entertain, 
ments. You are got far Eoutbward ; but i think you 
must .eat-ao iruit while you drink the waters. I eat 
some Kcoiti^ dierries t'other day, and I repent, it 
Already ; I have ftJt my head a little disordered, 
ive had not a hot day all JunC} nor »nce, whidi I 
ration a mjg^ty happiness. Have yon left a direc- 
tion with Reading for Wexftml? Z will, as I said, di- 
rect Uiis to Curry's, and the next to Beading, or sup- 
pose I send this at a venture straight to Wexford i It 
would vex me to have it miscarry. I had a letter to 
ni^tf from Parvisd, "" that White has paid me moct 
of my remaining money ;" and anoth«- from Joe, . 
" that they have had tlieir election at Trim, but not 
a word who is chosen portrieve." Poor Joe is full of 
complaints, says " he has enemies, and fears he wilt 
never get his two hundred pounds ;" and I fear so 
too, although I have done what I could. — 1*11 an- 
swer your letter when I think fit, when saucy Presto 
thinks fit, sirrahs. I an't at leisure yet; vnhen I 
have nothing to do, perhaps I may vouchsafe. — O 
lord the two Wexford ladies ; I'll go dream of you 
boih. 

7- It was the dismalleat rainy day I ever saw; I 
went to the secretary in the morning, and he waa 
gone to Windsor. Then it began raining, and I 
struck in to Mrs. Vanhomrigh's, and dined, and staid 
till night very dull and insipid. I hate this town 
in summer ; I'll leave it tor a while if I can have 
time. 

a. I have, a fellow of your town, one Tisdall, lodges 
in the same house with me. Patrick told me " squire 
Tisdall and Iiis lady lodged here :" I pretended 1 ne- 
ver heard of liim^ but I knewr his ugly face, and saw 
1 him 
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-him at church in the next pew to me, and he often 
looked for a bow, but it would not do. I think, he 
Jives in Capel street, and has an ugly fine wife in a 
fine coach. Dr. Freind and I dined in the city by 
invitation, and I drank punch, very good, but it 
makes me hot. People here are troubled with agues 
by this continuance of wet cold weather ; but I am 
glad to find the season so temperate. I was this even* 
ing to see Will Congreve, who is a very agreeable 
companion. 

g. I was to day in the city, and dined with Mr; 
Strat&rd, who tells me sir Alexander Caimes makes 
difficulties about paying my bill, so that I cannot 
give order yet to Parvisol to deliver up the bond to 
Dr. Ra3rmond. To morrow I shall have a positive 
answer : that Caimes is a shuffling s<»undre! ; and 
several merchants have told me so : what can one 
expect from a Scot and a fanatick i I was at Bate- 
roan's the bookseller's, to see a line old library he 
has bought ; and my fingers itched, as yours would 
do at a china shop ; but I resisted, and found every 
thing too dear, and I have fooled away too much 
money that way already. So go and drink your wa- 
ters, saucy rogue, and make yourself well ; and pray 
walk while you are there : I have a notion there is 
never a good walk in Ireland *, Do you find all 
places without trees ? Pray obs«ve ttie inhabitants 
about Wexford ; they are old English ; see what they 
have particular in their manners, names, and lan- 
guage: magpies have been always there, and no 
where else in Ireland -f-, till of late years. Thty say 
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the cocks and dogs go to sleep at noon, and so do 
the people. Write your travels, and bring home 
good eyes, and health. 

10. I dined to day with lord treasurer : we did 
not sit down till four. I dispatched three businesses 
with him and forgot a fourth. I think. I have got a 
fiiend an employment ; and besides I made him con- 
sent to let me bring Congreve to dine with him. You 
must i||deistand I have a mind to do a small thing, 
only .turn out all the queen's physicians ; for in my 
conscience they will soon kill her among them. And 
I must talk over that matter with eome people. My 
lord treasurer told me, " the queen and he between 
them have lost the paper about the iirst-fruits " but 
desires I will let the bishc^ know it shall be done with 
the iirst opportunity. 

11. I dined to day with neighbour Van, and 
walked pretty well in the Park this evoiing. Stella, 
hussy, don't you remember, sirrah, you used to 
reproach me about meddling in other folks afiairs. 
I have enough of it now ; two people came to me 
to night in the Park to engage me to speak to lord 
treasurer in their behalf; and I believe they make 
up fifty who have asked me the same &vour. I am 
hardened, and resolved to trouble him, or any other 
minister, less than ever. And I observe those who 
have ten times more credit than I, will not speak a 
word for any body. I met yesterday the poor lad 
I told you of, who lived with Mr. Tenison, who 
has been ill of an ague ever since I saw him. He 
looked wretchedly, and was exceedingly thanktul for 
half a crown I gave him. He had a crown from me 
before, 

12. I dined 
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12. I dined to day with young Manl^ in ftie dty^ 
who is to get me out a box of books and a hamper of 
wine from Hamburgh. I inquired of Mr. Stratford, 
'who tells me tliat Cairaes has not yet paid my two 
hundred pounds, but ahams and delays fixim day to 
day. Young Manley's wife is a very indifferent per- ■ 
SDn of a young woman, go^!e-eyed, and looks like 
a (bol ; yet he is a handsome fellowj and married her 
fa' love after long courtship, and she refused Jiiniun- 
ti! he got his last employment. — I believe I shall not 
be so good a boy for writing as I was, daring youv 
stay at Wexford, unless I may send my letters every 
second time to Curr/s ; pray let me know. Tliis, I 
think, shall go there, or why not to Wexibrd itself? 
^t's right, and so it shall this next Tuesdaj', ai- 
though it costs you tenpence. What care I ? 

13. This toad of a secretary is come irom Wind- 
sor, and I can't find him ; and he goes back on Sun- 
day, and I can't see him to morrow. I dined seur^ 
vily to day with Mr. Lewis and a parson ; imd then 
went to see lord treasurer, and met him coming irota 
his house in his coach : he smiled, and I shrugged, 
and we smoked each other ; and so my visit is paidj 
I now confine myself to see him only twice a week : 
he has invited me to Windsor, and betweai two. 
stools, &c. I'll go live at Windsor, if possible, tb«.'« 
poz. I have always the luck to pass iny summer in 
liondon. I called this evening to see poor sir Mat- 
thew Dudley, a. commissioner of the customs; I 
know he is to be out for certain : he is in hopes of 
continuing ; I would not tell him bad news, but ad- 
vised him to prepare for the worst. Dilly was with 
me this morning, to invite me to dine at Kensington- 
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on Sunday with lord Mountjoy, who goes soonl for 
Ireland. Your late chief justice Broderick is here, 
and they say violent as a tiger. How is party among 
you at Wexford ? are the m^rity of ladies for the 
late or present ministry ; write me Wexford, news, 
and love Presto, because he's a good boy. 

14. Although it was shaving day I walked to 
Oidsea, and was there by nine this morning ; and 
the dean of Carlisle and I crossed the water to Bat- 
tersea, and went in his chariot to Greenwich, where 
we dined at Dr. Gastrefs, and passed the afternoon 
at Lewisham, at the dean of Canterbury's * ; and 
diere I saw Moil Stanhope, who is grown- mon- 
strously tall, but not so handsome as formerly. It 
is the first little rambling journey I have had this 
Summer about London, and they are. the agreeablest 
pastimes one can have, in a friend's coach, and- to 
good' company. Bank stock is &llen three or four 
per cent, by the whispers about the town of the queen's 
bffing ill, who is however very well. 

15. How many books have you carried with you 
to Wexford ? what, not one single book ? oh, but 
your time will be so taken up ; and you can borrow 
of the' parson. I dined to day with sir Andrew 
Fountadne and Dilly at Kensington with lord Mount- 
joy ; and in the afternoon ^ratford came there, and 
told me my two hundred pounds was paid at last ; so 
that business is over, abd I am at ease about it : and 
I<wish all your money was in the Bank too. I'll have 
my t'other hundred pounds there, that is in Hawk- 
thaw's hands. Have you had the interest of it pud 

• The justly celebrated Dr. Sianhoptr, then vicar of Lewn- 
bajn. N, 
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yet? I ordered Farvisol to do it. What makes 
Presto write eo crooked? 1*11 answer your letter to 
morrow, and send it on Tuesday. Here's hot wea- 
ther come again, yesterday and to day ; fine drinking 
waters now. We had a sad pert duH parson at Ken> 
sington to day. I almost repent my coming to town ; 
I want the walks I had. 

16. Idinedinthecity today with a hedge acquaint- 
ance, and the day passed without any consequence. 
I'll answer your letter to morrow. 

17. Morning. I have put your letter before m^ 
and am going to answer it. IJold your tongue; 
stand by. Your weather and ours were not alike ; 
we had not a bit of hot weather in June, yet you 
complain of it on the ] Qth day. What, you used 
to love hot weather then ? I could never endure it : 
I detest and abominate it. I would not live in a 
hot country to be king of it. What a splutter you 
keep about my bonds with Raymond, and all to 
afiront Presto ; Presto wili be suspicious of every 
thing but MD, in spite of your little nose. Soft 
and fair, madam Stella, how you gallop away in your 
spleen and your rage about repenting my journey 
and preferment here, and sixpence a dozen, and 
nasty England, and Laracor all my life. Hey dazy, 
will you never - have done ? I had no oSers of any 
living. Lord keeper told me some months ago, " he 
would give me one when I pleased ;** but I told him, 
*' I would not take any from him :" and the secretary 
told me t'other day, " he had refused a very good 
one for me ; but it was in a place he did not like ;" 
and I know nothing of getting any thing here, and, 
if they would give me leave, I would come over just 

now. 
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QOff. Addison, I hear> has changed his mind about 
going over; but I have not seen him these four 
months.— O ay, that's true, Dingley; that's like 
herself: millions of businesses to do before she goes. 
Yes, my head has been pretty well, but threatening 
within these two or three days, which I impute to 
some fruit I ate ; but I will eat no more : not a bit 
of any sort'. I suppose you had a journey without 
dust, and that was haj^y. I long for a Wexford let- 
ter ; but must not think of it yet : your last was 
finished but three weeks ago. It is d — d news you 

tell me of Mrs. F j it makes me loVe England 

less a great deal. I know nothing of the trunk be- 
ing left or taken ; so 'tis odd enough, if the things 
in it were mine ; and I think I was told that there 
were some things for me, that my mother left parti- 
cularly to me. I am really sorry for ; that 

scoundrel — — will have his estate after his mother's 
death. Let me know if Mrs. Wails has got her tea : 
I hope Richardson staid in Dublin till it came. Mrs. 
Walls needed not have that blemish in her eye ; for 
I am not in love with her at all. No, I don't like 
any thing in the Examiner after the 43th, except the 
first part of the 46th ; all the rest is trash ; and if 
you like them, especially the 47 th, your judgment is 
spoiled by ill company and want of reading ; which 
I am more sorry for than you think : and I have spent 
fourteen years in improving you to little purpose. 
(Mr. Tooke is come here, and I must stop.) — At 
night. I , dined with lord treasurer to day, and he 
kept me till nine ; so I cannot send this to night, as 
I intended, nor write some other letters. Green, his 
surgeon, was there, and dressed his breast ; that is, 
VOL. XV. G' put 
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put on a plaster, vthicK is stiU reqmsite: aiut I took 
-an opportunity to speak to him of the queen ; but he 
cut me shqrt with this saying, Lmtseifaire i tfon 
Antoine ; which is a FVench pro?erb, ex^n^sMng* 
<* Leave that to me." I iind he is against her taking 
much pbysick ; and I doubt be cannot persuade hn 
to take Dr. Raddiife. However, ^e is very well 
now, and all the story of her illness, except the first 
day or two, was a lie. We bad some business, that 
company hindered us from doing, though he is ear- 
nest for it, yet would not appoint me a certain day, 
but bids me come at all times till we can have lei- 
sure. Tliis takes up a great deal of my time, and! 
can do nothing I would do for them. I was with the 
secretary this morning, and we both think to go next 
week to Windsor for some days, to dispatch an af- 
fair, if we can have leisure. Sterne met me just now. 
in the street by his lodgings, and I went in lor an 
hour to Jemmy Leigh, who loves Ixmdon dearly : h& 
asked after you with great respect and iriendship.^ 
To return to your letter. Your bishop Mills • hates 
me mortally : I wonder he should speak well of me, 
having abused me in all places where he went. So 
you pay your way. Cudsho ; you had a fine supper, 
I warrant ; two pullets, and a bottle of wine, and 
some currants. — It is- just three weeks today«nce 
you set out to Wexford ; you were three days going, 
and I don't expect a letter these ten days yet, or' 
cather this fortnight. I got a grant of the Gazette 
for Ben Tooke this morning from Mr. secretary : it 
will be worth to' him a hundred pounds a year. 
18. To day I took leave of Mrs. Barton, who is 

• Bisbop of Waterford, 1707—1740. N. 

gtMng 



tWlFT*S iOVmAI. TO STBLLA. 83 

going into the country ; and I dined with sir John 
Stanley, where I have not been this great while. 
There dined with us lord Rochester and his fine 
daughter, lady Jane*, just growing a top toast. I 
have been . endeavouring to aave sir Mattfiew Dud-^ 
tey, but fear I cannot. I walked the Mall six thnes 
tb night for ex^x^ise, and would have done more ; 
buf «& empty as the town is, a fool got hold of me, 
ioA so I came home, to tell you this shall go to 
morrow, without 6JJ, and follow you to Wexford 
like a dog. 

. 19. Z>esai Att»bury sent to me to (Hne with him 
A Chelsea ; I refiised his coach, and walked, and 
am come back by seven, because I would finish this 
letter, and some others I am writing. Patrick tells " 
roe, " the maid s»d one Mr. Walls, a clergyman, a 
tall man, was hero ta visit me." Is it your Irish 
avdideaoon? I shall be sorry for it; but I shall 
Bitke a shift to see him seldom enough, as I do 
Dilly. What can he do here i or is it somebody 
ebe ? The duke of Newcastle -f- is dead by the &1I ' 
he had from his horse. God send poor Stella het 
health, and keep MD happy. Farewell, and love 
RttK), who loves MD above all things ten million 
oi times. God bless the dear Wexford girls. Pare- 
wdl again, ice 

* Lady Jane HyJe was merriecl Nov. 27, 1719, to WiUiam, 
Capcl, uarl of Essex ; and died Jan. 3, 1723-4. D. S. 
■ t Lord privy seal. N. 
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LETTER XXVII. 

London, July IQ, l7ll. 

1 HAVE just sent my 26thj and have nothing to 
say, because I have other letters to write; (pshaw, I 
begin too high) but I must lay the beginning like a 
nestegg; to morrow Fll say more, and fetch up this 
line to be straight. This is enough at present for 
two dear saucy naughty girls. 

20. Have I told you that Walls has been vrith me, 
and leaves the town tn three days, ' He has brought 
no gown with him. Dilly carried him to a play. He 

. has come upon a foolish errand, and goes back as he' 
comes. I was this day with lord Peterborow, who is 
going another ramble: I believe I told you so. I 
dined with lord treasurer, but cannot get him to do 
his own business with me; he has put me off till to 
- morrow. 

21, 23. I dined yesterday with lord treasurer, who 
would needs take me along with him to Windsor, al- 
though I refused him several times, having no linen^ 
fzc. I had just time to desire lord Forbes to call at my 
lodging, and order my man to send my things to day 
to Windsor, by his servant. I lay last night at the 
saretary's lodgings at Windsor, and borrowed one of 
his shirts to go to court in. The queen is very^well. 
I dined with Mr. Masham; and not hearing any 
tiling of my things, I got lord Winchelsea to bring 
me to town. Here I found that Patrick had broke 
open the closet to get my linen and nightgown, and 
sent them to Windsor, and there they are ; and he 
not thinking I would return so soon, is gone upoh 
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his rambled: so here I am left destitute, and forced 
to borrow a nightgown of my landlady, and have not 
a rag to put on to morrow: faith, it gives me the 
spleen. 

23. Morning. It is a terrible rainy day, and rwned 
prodigiously on Saturday night. Patrick lay out last 
night, and is not yet returned: faith, poor Presto is 
a desolate creature; neither servant nor linen, nor 
any thing.— Night. Lord Forbes's man has brought 
back my portmantua, and Patrick is come; so I am 
in Christian circumstances: I shall hardly commit 
such a frolick again. I just crept out to Mrs. Van's, 
and dined, and staid there the afternoon : it has rained 
all this day. Windsor is a delicious place: I never 
saw it before, except for an hour, about seventeen 
years ago. Walls has been here in my absence, I 
suppose to take his leave; for he designed not to 
stay above five days in London. He says, be and 
his wife will come here for some months next year; 
and, in short, he dares not stay now for fear of 
her. 

34. I dined to day with a hedge friend in the city ; 
and Walls overtook me in the street, and told me he 
was just getting on horseback for Chester. He has 
as much curiosity as a cow: he lodged with his horse 
in Aldersgate-street : he has bought his wife a silk 
gown, and himself a hat. And what are you doing? 
what is poor MD doing now? how do you pass your 
time at Wexford? how do the waters agree with you? 
let Presto know soon ; for Presto longs to know, and 
must know. Is not madam Proby curious company? 
I am afraid this rainy weather will spoil your waters. 
We have had a great deal of wet these three days. 
Tell me all the particulars of Wexford ; the place, 
(-' tljie 
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ihe company^ the direrstoos, ^e victuals, t^e wanti^ 
^e vexations. Poor Pinglf^y never saw such a place 
in her life; sent all over the town for a little parsley 
to a boiled chicken, and it was not to be h^: H^ 
liutter is stark nanghtj except bq old English woman's] 
^d it is suph a favour to get a pound from her now 
and then. J am glad you carried down your sheets 
with you, els0-you must have Iain in sapkcloth. O 
Lord! 

25. I was this afternoon with Mr, secretary at hip 
ofBix, and helped to hinder 9 nian of his pardon, wh? 
js condemned for a -rapef The under secretary wan 
willing to save him, upon an old notion that a woman 
pacnot be ravished: but 1 told the secretaiy, heoould 
not pardon him withopt a favourable report from the 
judg^; besides he was a fidler, and consequently a 
rogue, and deserved hanging for something else; and 
EG he shall swing, What: X must stand up for the 
' honour of the fair sex? Tis true, the fellow had 
lain with her a hundred times before; but what care I 
for that ? what ! must a woman be ravished because 
she is a whore ^-^-The secretfiTy and I go on Saturday 
to Windsor for a week. | dined with lord treasurer, 
and staid with him till past ten. I was to day at his 
levee, where I went against my custom, because I 
had a mind to do a good office for a gentleman : so J 
talked with him before my lord, that he might see 
me, and then found occasion to recommend him this 
afternoon. I was forced to excuse my coming to the 
levee, that I did it to see the sight; for he was going 
to chide pie away : I had never been there before but 
once, and that y/d^ long before he was treasurer, 
The rooms were all full, and as many whigs M 
tones. He whispered me a jest pr two, and hid me 
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come to dnmer. I left lim bat just now, and 'tis 
late. 

26. Mr. Addison and T have at last met again. I 
dined 'with him and Steele to day at young Jacob' 
Tonson's. The two Jarabs think it is I who have 
made the secretary t^e from them the printing of 
the Gazette, which they are going to lose, and Ben 
Tooke and another are to have it. Jacob came to 
me t'other d^, to make his court; but I told him,- 
'* it was too late, and that it was not my doing." I 
reckon they will lose it in a week or two. Mr. Ad-, 
dison and I talked as usual, and as if we had seen' 
one another yesterday ; and Steele and I were very 

* easy, though 1 writ him a biting letter, in answer tO" 
one of his, where he desired me to recommend a 
friend of his to lord treraurer. Gro, get you gone to 
your waters, sirrah. Do they give you a stomach?^ 
Do you eat heartily?— -We had much rain to day and 
yesterday. 

27. I dined to day in the city, and saw poor Patty 
Rolt, and gare her a pistole to help her a little for. 
ward agaiiut she goes to board in the country. She' 
has but eighteen pounds a year to live on, and 19 
forced to seek out for cheap places. ' Sometimes 
they raise their price, and sometimes th^ starve 
her, and then she is forced to shift. Patrick, the' 
puppy, put too much ink in my standish, and carry- 
ing too many things together, I spitted it on my 
paper and floor. Ihe town is dull, arid wet, and 
en^ty: Wexford is worth two of it; I hope so at' 
least, and tiut poor little MD linds it so. I reckon 
upon going to Windsor to morrow mth Mr. secre- 
tary, ui^ess he 'changes his mind, or some other 

business 
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business prevents hioi. I ahsii stay there a ve^, I 
hope. 

28. Morning. Mr. secr^ry sent me word he 
will call at my lodgings by two this aftemoOn, to take 
me to Windsor, so I must dine no where; and I 
promised lord treasurer to dine with him to day; but 
I suppose we shall dine at Windsor at five, for we 
make but three hours there. I am going abroad, but 
have left Patrick to put up my things,, and to he sure 

■ to be at home half an hour before two,-^ Windsor, at 
night. We did not leave London till three, and 

, dined here between si& and sevai ; at nine I left the 
company, and went to see lord treasurer, who is just 
come. I chid him for coming so late; he chid me 
for not dining with him; said, he stdd an hdur for 
me, Then- 1 went and sat an hour "with Mr. Lewis 
till just now, and 'tis past eleven. I lie in the same 
bouse with the secretary, one of the prebendary's 
houses. The secretary is not come from his apart- 
ment in the castle. Do yoii Uiiink that abominable 
dog Patrick was out after two to. day, and I in a fright 
ftvery moment for fear the diariot should come; and- 
when he came in he had not put up one rag of my 
things: I nev^ was in a greater paesion, and would 
certainly have cropt one of his ears, if I had not 
looked every moment for the secretar)', who sent his 
equipage to my lodging before, and came in a chair 
from Whitehall to me, and hajjpened to stay half an- 
hour later than he intended. One of lord treasurer's 
servants gave me a letter from *#•**, with an ofier 
of fifty pounds, " to be paid me in what manner I 
pleased; because," he said,," he desired to be well 
with me." I was in a rage; but my friend L^ewis. 

cooled 

D,9,-7s<ibyG<.)».)'-^lc 
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cooled me, and said, *' it is what the best men some* 
times meet with ;" and I have been not seldom served 
-in the like manner, although not so grossly. la 
these cases I never demur a moment ; nor ever found 
the least inclination to take any thing. Well, I'll 
go try to sleep in my new bed, and to dream of poor 
Wexford MD, and Stella that drinks water, and 
Dingley that drinks ale. 

ap. I was at court and church to day, as I was this 
day se'nnight; I generally am acquainted with about 
thirty in the drawlng>room, and am so proud I make 
all the lords come up to me; one passes half ati hour 
pleasant enough; We had a dunce to preach before 
the queen to day, which often happens. Windsor is 
a delicious situation, but the town is scoundrel. I 
have this morning got the Gazette for Ben Tooke 
and one Barber a printer; it will be about three 
hundred pounds a year between them. T'other fel- 
low * was printer of the Examiner, which is now Idd 
down. I dined with the secretary, we were a dozen 
in all, three Scotch lords, and lord Peterhorow. 
Duke Hamilton would needs be witty, and hold up 
my train as I walked up staii^. It is an ill circum- 
stance, that on Sundays much company meet always 
at the great tables. Lord treasurer told at court; 
what I said to Mr. secretary on this occasion. The 
secretary showed me his bill of fare, to encourage 
me to dine with him. " Poh," said I, " show me a 
bill of company, for I value not your dinner." See 
how this is all blotted -|-, 1 can write no more here, - 

• This older fellow was Mr. Barber, who was afterward lord 
mayor, N, 

+ This refers to the ink meationcd above, which blotted his 
pnper. D, S. 

5 but 
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iHit to tdll yon I lov6 faa MD dearly, and God blest 

30. In my conscience I &ar I shall have the gout 
I fiometimes feel pains about my feet and toes; Z 
D«ver drank till within- these two years, and I did it 
to cure my head. I often sit evenings with some of 
these people, and drink in my turn; but I am now 
resolved to drink ten times less than before; but 
they advise me to let what I drink be all wine, and 
not to put water to it. Tooke and the printer 'staid 
to day to finish their ai&ir, and treated me, and 
two of the under secretaries, upon their getting the 
Gazette. Then I went to see lord treasurer, and 
chid him for not taking notice of me at Windsor: 
he said, he kept a place for roe yesterday at dinner, 
and expected me there; but I was glad I did not 
come, because the duke of Buckingham was there^ 
and -that would have made us acquainted; whidi I 
have no mind to. However, we ^jpointed to wp 
at Mr. Masham's, and there staid till past one 
o'clocki and that is late, urrahs: and I have much 
business. > 

31. I have sent a noble haunch of venison this af- 
ternoon to Mrs. Vanhranrigh: I wish you had it, 
tirrahs: I dined gravely with my landlord the secrfr' 
tary. The queen was abroad to day in order to hunt, 

' but finding it disposed to nun, ^e kept in her ooadi: 
she hunts in a chaise with one horse, which she 
drives herself, and drives furiously, like Jehu, and is 
a mighty hunter, like Nimrod, IMngley has heard 
of Nimrod; but not Stella, for it is in tlie Bible. I 
was to day at Eton, which is but just across the 
bridge, to see my lord Kerry's son, who is at school 
there. Mr. secretary has given me a warrant for a 
, r. buckj 
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bade; I can't send it to MD. It is a sad thing faith, 
oopsidericg haw presto loves MD, and how MD 
ivcHiLd lore presto's venison for Presto's sake. God 
bless the two dear Wexford girls. 

Awg. 1. We had for dinner ^e fyiow of that 
haunch of venison I sent to London; 'twas mighty 
ht sod good, and a^t people at dinner; that wai 
bad. The queen and I were going to take the air this 
aftemotm, hut not together, and were both hindered 
]w a sudden rmn. Her coaches and chfuses all went 
back, and the guards too: and I scoured into the 
market place for shelter. I intended to have walketj 
up the first avenue I ever saw, two mileE long, with 
two rows of elms on each side*. I walked in thd 
evening a httle upon the terrace, and came home at 
eighti Mr, secretary came soon after, and we were 
engaging in deep discourse, and I was endeavouring 
Uy settle some points of the greatest consequence; 
and had wormed myself pretty well into him, wheii 
his under secretary came in (who lodges in the same 
house with us) and interrupted all my scheme. I 
have justjleft him; 'tis late, &c. 

1. I have been now five days at Windsor, and 
Patrick has been dnink three times that I have seen, 
and oftener I believe. He has lately had olothes that 
have oost me five pounds, and the dog thinks he has 
the whip hand of me; he begins to master me; so 
now I am resolved to part with him, and will use him 
without the least pity. The secretary and I have been 
walking three or four hours to day. The duchess of 
Shrewsbury asked him, w^ not that Dr. Dr. and 
she could not s^y my name in English, but said Dr. 

t This fine avenue in Windsor Fark is slijl iti goud prcser-' 
talion. a, 
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Presto, which is Italian for Swift. " Whimsical 
enough!" as Billy Swift says. I go to morrow with 
the secretary to his house at Biickleberry, twenty-five 
miles from hence, and return early on Sunday morn- 
ing. I will leave this letter behind me locked up, and 
give you an account of my journey when I return. I 
had a letter yesterday from the bishop of Clogher, 
who is coming up to Dublin to his parliament. Have 
you any correspondence with him at Wexford? Me- 
thinks I now long for a letter from you, dated Wex- 
ford, July 24, &C. O Lord, that would be so 
pretending; and then says you, ** Stella can't write 
much, because it is bad to write when one drinks the 
waters;" and I think, says you, I find myself better 
already, but I cannot jell yet, whether it be the jour- 
ney or the waters. Presto is so silly to night; yes 
he be; but Presto loves MD dearly, as hope saved. 

3. Morning. I am to go this day at noon, as I 
told you, to. Buckleberry; we dine at twelve, and 
expect to be there in four hours: I cannot bid you 
good night now, because I shall be twenty-five mites 
from this paper to night, and so my journal must 
have a break; so good morrow, &c. 

4, 5, I dined yesterday, at Buckleberry, where we 
lay two nights, and set out this morning at eight, 
and were here at twelve, in four hours we went 
twenty-six miles. Mr. secretary was a perfect country 
gentleman at Buckleberry ; he smoked tobacco with 
one or two neighbours; he inquired after the wheat 
in such a field ; he went to visit his hounds ; and knevif 
all their names; he and his lady saw me to my cham- 
ber, just in the country fashion. His house is lathe 
midst of near three thousand pounds a year he had by 
his lady, who is descended from Jack of Newbury ^ 

r 1°^ 
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o{ whom books and ballads are written ; and there is 
an old picture of him in the house. She is a great 
&vourite of mine. I lost church to day; but I dressed, 
and shaved, and went to court, and would not dine 
with the secretary, but engaged myself to a private 
dinner with Mr. Lewis, and one friend more. We 
go to London to morrow ; for lord Dartmouth, the 
other secretary, is come, and they are here their weeks 
by turns. 

6. Lord treasurer comes every Saturday to Wind! 
sor, and goes away on Monday or Tuesday. I was 
with him this morning at his levee, for one cannot 
see him otherwise here, he is so hurried: we had 
some talk, and I told him I would stay this week at 
"Windsor by myself, where I can have more leisure to 
do some business that concerns them. Lord trea- 
surer and the secretary thought to mortify me, for 
they told me, " they had been talking a great deal of 
me to day to the queen, and she said she had never 
heard of me," I told them " that was their fault, 
and not hers," 8cc. and so we laughed. I dined with 
the secretary, and let him go to London at five with- 
out me; and here am I all alone in the prebendary's 
house,, which Mr. secretary has taken; only Mr. 
Lewis is in my neighbourhood, and we shall be good 
(»mpany. The vice chamberlain * and Mr. Masham, 
and the green cloth have promised me dinners. I 
shall, want but four till Mr. secretary returns. We 
have a musick meeting incur town to night. I went 
to the rehearsal of it, and there was Margarita, and 
her sister, and another drab, and a parcel of (idlers; 
I waa weary, and would not go to the meeting, which 

" Thomas Coke, cs^. . N. 

I am 

n,:,— ii,Gl.H)'.^lc 
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I am sorry Ibr, became I hettd it was a graM ns-^ 
sembly. Mr. Lewis came from It, and sat with mc 
till just now; and tis late.' 

7. I can do no business, I fear, because Mr. Levn^ 
who has nothing or little to do here, stteks dose to 
loie. I dined to day with the gentlemiR ushers^ 
among scurvy cofiapany; bot the queen washuntoig 
the st^ till ibur this afternoon, and she drove in her 
chaise above forty miles, and it was five before we 
ifent to dinner. Here ate fine walks about this town. 
I sometimes walk t^ the avenue. 

8. There was a drawing room to day at court; bnt 
so few company, that the queen sent for us into ha 
bedchamber, where we made our bows, and stood 
about twenty of us round the room, while she looked 
at us round with her fan in her mouth, and once a 
miniite said about three words to some that were 
nearest her, and then she was told dinner was feady, 
and went out. I (fined at the green cloth, by Mr. 
Scarborow's invitation, who is in waiting. It is much 
the best table in England, and costs the queen a tiioa-i 
sand pounds a month while she is at Windscw or . 
Hampton court; and is the only mark of magnificence 
or hospitality I can see in the queen's family? it i3 
designed to entertain foreign ministers, and people 
of quality, who come to see the queen, and have no 
place to dine at. 

g. Mr. Coke, the vice chamberlain, made me a 
long visit this morning, and invited me to dinnw, 
but the toast, his lady, was unfortunately engaged to 
lady Sunderland. Lord treasurer stole her last night, 
.but did not lie in his lodgings in the castle; audotfter 
seeing the queen, went back again. I just drank a 
dish of chocolate viiih him. I iancy I shall have 

reason 
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to be angry «rith him very soon: but what 
qinR II I believe I sbaill die with minUta^ in my 
debt. — ^This night I received a certun letter fhsm ■ 
fbce called We&fbrd, from two dear naughty girls of 
my aoquaintanoe; but feith I won't answer it here, 
no in troth) I will send this to Mr. Reading, sup* 
poaing it will fiod you returned; and I hcfie brtter 
for the waters. 

10. iAt. vide dianiberlain lent me his horses to 
ride about and see the country this morning. Dr. ■ 
Aibuthnotf the queen's physician and &vourite, went 
out with me to show me the places: we went a little 
after the queai, and overtook miss Forestra*, a maid 
of honour, on her palfrey taking the air: we made 
her go along with us. We saw a place they have 
made for a ^unous horse race to mcnrow, where th^ 
queen will come. We met the queen coming back, 
ani misi Forester stood like us, With her hat ofF 
while the queen went by. The Doctor and I left the 
la^ where we found her, but under other conductor^ 
. and we dined at a little place he has taken, about a 
mile off. — When I came back, I found Mr. Scar* 
borow had sent all about to invite me to the green 
cloth, and lessened his company on purpose to make 
me easy. It is very obliging and will cost me thanks. 
Much company is come to town this evening, to see 
to mrarow's race. I was tired with riding a trotting 
mettlesome horse a dozen miles, having not been' on 
horseback this twelvemonth. And miss Forester* 

* See the " Counsellor's Plea for the Dirorce of sir G. D. 
^eorge Downing] and Mrs. F. l7I5-"— This couple were uiumed 
in tbe year 1701; sir George b«ng then IS, and miss F. but 13. 
TUe youth went upon his travels ; and on his returoi botb parties 
having contracted an inviDcible aversion, applicatiou was mutually 
Buuje fur a divorce* N. 

did 
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did not make it easier ; she is a silly true maid of 
honour, and I did not like her, although she be a 
toast, and was dressed like a raan. 

1 1 . I will send this letter to day. I expect the se- 
cretary by noon. I will' not go to the race, unless I 
can get room in some coach. It is now morning. I 
must rise, and fold up and seal my letter. Farewell> 
and God preserve dearest MD. 

I believe I shall leave the town on Monday. 



LETTER XXVIII. 

tfindsor, jiug. II, 1711. 

X SENT away my twenty-seventh this morning in 
an express to London, and directed to Mr. Reading: 
this shall go to your lod^ngs, where I Ecckon you. 
will be returned before it reaches you. I intended to 
go to the race to day, but was hindered by a visit, I 
believe I told you so in my last. I dined to day at 
the green cloth, where every body had been at the 
race but myself, and we were twenty in all; and very 
noisy company: but I made the vice chamberlain and 
two friends more sit at a side-table, to be a little quiet. 
At six I went to see the secretary, who is returned; . 
but lord keeper sent to desire I would sup with him, 
where I staid till just now; lord treasurer and secre- 
tary were to come to us, but both failed. "Tis 
late, &c. 

13. 1 was this morning to visit lord keeper, who 

made me reproaches that I had never visited him at 

Windsor. 
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XVindsor. He had a present sent him of dellmous 
peaches, and he was champing arid champing, but t 
durst- not eat one; I wished Dingle^ had some of 
them, for poor Stella can no more ^t fruit than 
Presto. i)illy Ashe is come to Windsor; and after 
.church I carried hira up to the drawing-room, andl • 
talked to the ke;eper and treasurer, on purpose to 
show them to him, and he saw the queen and several 
great lords, and the duchess of Montague; be was 
mighty happy, and reserves to fill ^ a letter to the 
bifihc^*. My friend Lewis and I dined soberly with 
Dr. Adams-f", the only neighbour prebaidary. One 
ufthe pf^ndaries here is lately a peer, by the death 
of his father. He is now lord Willoughby of Broke, 
and will sit in the hous^ of Lords with his gown, t 
supped to night at Maaham's with lord treasure!-, Mr. 
secretary, and Prior. The treasurer made us stay 
till twelve before he came from the queen, and 'tis 
now past.tw.o. . - 

13. I reckoned upon gtHng to London to dayj but 
by an accident the cabinet council did ndt sit last 
night, and sat to day, so we ■ go to morrow &t six in , 
the morning. I missed the race to day by coming. 

• Of Clogherv D. S. . ■ 
' t John Adams; bom in LanSatij bocanie fellow of King's CoI« 
lege, in the place of John Ingelo, 167O; and travelled into Spain, 
llily, France, and trcland. ,IIa was presented to a rectory 
in Lincolnshire, by the lord chancellor, in l687; resigned h!s 
fellflwsbip J688j lecturer of St. Clement's Danes, i6iO, rec- 
tor of St. Alban, Wood-street ; chaplain to hit 'Ma.jtity 1697; 
D. D. iroi} prebendary of Canteibiiry, and' afterwards of Wind- 
ier. ThusJarfromtheMSS.ofMr.Baker. He published, in 1700, 
** An Essay concerning Self Murther;" and died of ah apoplexy 
Jan. 29, 17U»-S0 ; being at that time provost of Etoa,' canon of 
Windsor, and rector of St. 'Bartholomew's bthind the Boyal 
Exchange. N. 

vat.. XT. • H too 
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too \ibi, "irhiea evet^ body's coach Was gone. And ride 
i «oilld n6ti t felt mj last riding tht^ days after. 
We had & dinrler to day at the swretary'a lodgings 
Without hiih: Mf. Hate, his ilnder secretatyj Mr. 
t^e^8> btigadier Stlttoti and X dined together, and t 
Unade the Vice chambettfun take a stiap with us, rather 
than stay till fiv6 for his lady, who was goh6 to the 
tack. Th6 reason why thfe cabinet council wad ndt 
hfeld Ust night, was b^causfe Mr. secretary St. John 
would Aot sit with youf duk^ of Somerset. So to 
day the duke v^ forced to go to the race while the 
ibamnet wa^ held. We \mt Aiustc^ meetings In Oiit 
towii, artd 1 was *t the rehe^^ t'other day, but 1 
did ilOt vaiug it, tio^ Would go to the meeting. Did 
X teli you this before? 

txJndoh, 14. We came to towh tins day in two 
kottrd and fatty ttllnutes : twenty ihlles are nothing 
hfere. I fbund a letter ftiom the archbishop of Dub- 
lin, seiit me the Lord knows bow. He fiay^ " sotne Of 
the bishops will hatdly tidWe that lotd treasurtt got 
the qiieeti to remit the tirst-fValts before Uie duke of 
Ormoiid was deckred lofd Eeutefiatit; and that the 
feishopfe havft Written a letter to lotd treasurer to thank 
him." He has sent me the adckesfi of the oonvo- 
^^6% aseribing, in good part, that efiMr to the 
■dulie, who had less share in it than MD; for if it 
bad not been for Mt>> I shOuld not have been so 
food a Bolidtpr. I dined to day in the city, about a 
iittie bit Af liiisdiief with a printer.-^ fbUnd Mra. 
Vaohotntigh all iti c«ihfaustion, Squabbling with her 
rogue Of a landlord, she has left her house, and gone 
out of our neighbourhood a good way. Her eldest 
daughter is c&nie of a^ and going to Ireland to 
look after her fortuncj and get it tn her^iwh hands: 
-. ,- Xi.l 
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15. I diud to day mth Mrs. Van, ^who goes to 
O^t to her iMw lof^mgs. I went at six to sqe lofd 
treaautet, but hit company was gone contraiy to 
outom, .and he was busy, and I was forced to stay 
same time before ! could see him ^ We\vei«t(^thsr 
hanUy-an hour, and he went away, bang in haste. 
He- desired me to dine with him on Friday, b^cauie 
these woold be a friend of his that I must see : my 
lord Harley told me when he was gone, that it was 
hbs. Maeham his &ther meant^ who is come to town 
toliein,. andwhoml never saw, thoji^^.faerhudMnd 
is onK of our society. God send h«r a good time; her 
death would be a teniUe thiDg.-r-r-Uo )roa knew, that 
I have yaobired all myoredit wittt'ttusegreat nft- 
.nistcrs, ta clear soan-nndci^andings between them; 
ttid i£ thene be no bre^, I ought to have the merit 
of:it> ?it a pl^iy ticklish piece .of work, and a 
-man >)asaKds losing hoth sides. Tis apfty the world 
does not know my virtue.-B-I thought the clergy m 
xrauKxaticn ia Irdand would h§,vc ^vm me thanks 
for bdng their Siriicitor, but I hear of na such thing. 
I'Tay talk ooca»onally on that subji^t, aad let nm 
knmr what you hear. Do you know the greatness of 
my ^irit, that lvalue thsirthanks not arush? but 
at Biy^ return diaH frieiy lot all people know that it 
wifl my lord trcasmsr's action, wherein the duke of 
Onskted .had no more share then a eat. And so they 
Htay go whiatJe, and FIl go sleep. 

1@. I wiEW this day hi th^ oity, and dinedat Fon- 
taek-Vi'tnikh: ScratftiH, and two other iMrchaotait. 
Pimtack. uAi us " ^though his mne was so geo^ 
he teU it cheaper tfa^n ofhen^ he took but seven 
shillings A flask." M» not tluMe pteUyntes-? The 
na bgoka 
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.books he !sei?it for from Hamburg, ;ai«"coIne^ 'but 
Inot yet, got oat of the .customhouse.- Mylihrauy 
orill be at least double wheu I comei back. I diall go 
rto Windsor ■agaitt on Saturday,' to meet aur.flociety, 
who are to sup at Mi*, secretac/s ; but X believe I 
.shall return on Monday, and then I will answer ycmr 
-letter, that lies safe here underneath; — I. see it;, lie 
1^1 ; I'll answer you, when the ducks have eaten up 
thecUrt. ■ ■ ' 

17- I dined to day at,Jord itreasurer's with .Mrs. 
IMaslianv indshe ieextiemely:}^ one Mrs. MaloUy, 
that was once 'my landlady in Trim. She was used 
with mighty kiiDJness ahdii^ject^ Jikea &vourit^ 
4t signifies nothing gmng,to4his! lord treinu'er about 
.busmessy although it be^hisiovak; He was in haste, 
,and desires I Kvilljcome 'ag^,,i'ahd dine with him to 
:miorrDw^>-His famous lying porteris falloisick, and 
Jthey.think l^^will die: I wish: I had all my half- 
XToyrnsagaui:/:! believe I have IkM you he:is anold 
rScotch'fanstick,, and the damn'dest liar in his office 
jdiVe. . I'lhaire .a mind to recomtnend Patrick to sue- 
xeedhihi: Th^re trained him .i^) pretty well. : I rec- 
Hoonvfor certaihj-'jou are now in. town, l^e weather 
ajow' begins to altCT to rain.'. ■ . "'.■ 

:. Windu^r, ]8. I -dined to day with lord treasurer, 
land -he wobld make me go with him .to Windsor, 
-although I. was engaged to the secretary, to whom I 
made my excuses : we had in the coach besides, 
-bia'. Eon.and: son in-law, lord Dupplin, v^o'are two 
jstfrour, society, and seven of us met by sppointriaent, 
4Bd supped, this night -with' the secretary. ' it was 
past -nine before we got here; but a Bne moonshiny 
^ight. I, ahall-go bock, X believe, on Monday. *^s 
.yEryJate. 

,- 10, The 
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■ 19. Tliequeen'did not stir out to day, she is iaa; 
little fit of the goat. I dined at Mr. Masham's ; we 
had none but our society members, six in all, and 
I supped with lord tt«asurer. The queen has or- 
dered twefity thousand pounds to go on with the 
building at Btetiheim, which has been starved till 
now, since the change of the ministry. I ^ap' 
pose it is to reward his last action of getting uito 
the French lines. Lord treasurer kept me till past 
twelve. , 

London, 20. It rained terribly every step of our 
journey to day ; I returned with the secretary after a 
dinner of cold meat, and went to Mre. Van's, where 
I sat the evening. I grow Very idle, because I have 
a great deal of business; Tell me how you passed 
your time at Wexford ; and an't you glad at h«art 
you have got safe home to your lodgings at St 
Mary's, pray? and so your friends come to .visit you: 
and Mrs. Walls is much tetter of her eye : and the 
dean is just as he used to be : and what does Wall* 
Jay of London ? 'tis a" reasoning coxcomb. And 
goody Stoyte, and Hannah what d'ye call her ; no, 
her. name en't Hannah, Catharine I mean;, they were 
■flo glad to see the ladies again ; land Mrs. Manley 
wanted a companion at ombre.; ■ — . ■ -" - 

21. I writ to day to the archbishop of Dublin; atid 
enclosed a. long politick paper by itself. You know 
the bishops are ^1 angry tfetat (smoke the wax candle 
drop at^'the bottiDm of thiB-paper) I have- let'the world 
know, the first-fruits were got by lord treasurer .be- 
fore the duke of Ormond was governor. .1 told 
"lord treasurer all this, and he is very angry) biit 
I padfied him again by telling him "they were fools, 
and knew npthing of what pass^ here, but thought 
;.. - ' 'r- *^ 
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all wn well oiougfa, if they complimented the dake 
of Ormond." Lord treasurer gave me t'other day B 
letter of thanks he received from the bi»hops of 
Ircjand, i%ned by sevente«i, and says he will 
«rnte them an answer. The dean of Carlisle aat 
inth me to day till three, and I weat to dine with 
lord treasurer, who dined abroad, so did the secre* 
tary, and I was left in the suds. Twas almost four, 
and I got to Eir Matthew Dudley, who had half 
dined. ThorahiU, who killed sir Cholmley Dering; 
waa munfered by two men on Taroham green last 
Mmday night : as they Mabbed him, they bid him 
** remember sir Chdmley Dering." Hbey had quar* 
relied at Hampton-court, and followed and stabbed 
him on horseback. We have only a &ub-4treet 
paper of it, but I foeliere it ib true. I went mysdf 
thnn^h Tumham green the some ni^t, which was 
yesterday. 

7.2, We have had teniUe raino thefle two or three 
days. I intended to dine at lord treasurer's, but 
iffeat to ace lady Abercom, 1^0 is come to toira, 
and my lord ; and I dined with thtra, and visited lord 
treasurer this eretiing. His porter is mending. I 
sat mth my lord ebogt three hours, and aft come 
home early to be busy. Passing t^ White's chooo- 
bfie^iouse, my brother Masham called m^ ftnd told 
me *' his wife was broii^t to bed of a bdy, imd both 
very weU." (Our society, you miwt kaow, ate bH 
iMitiios.) Dr. Gerth told u% that Mr. Henk^ b 
dsftd of an spi>plexyk His ^rotheiHn-laNr, «ai8 
Poal^,.iB^one down to the Gtahge to take cape elf 
his fmmql. The eari of Danl:^, dte duke of iLeedi' 
^AeSt ^randsolD, a vbty hopeful ytim% man of «boit 
tuofiy, m dead at UtKoht of the «miUpox.—I bug 

to 



%Q )tnQW whether yoy l^^P tp haye »ny gopd pffepf 
by your W8terp.-!r-JVIethiBt8 this letter goesoofllowlyj 
*t)v(ll be 9 f(»tnight ne^t Saturday since it wa« b^i)p, 
and one sidp not ^laj. O fy for sh^me, Presto, 
Faith I am so fosticfit^ to and f^x^m Windsor, tha( 
I know not what to say ; but ^th, I'll go ^ Windi- 
eor again on Saturday, if they ask im, not e]se. So 
Jose your money again, now ypu ^ecoi^ home f d^r 
sirrah. 

Take yom* magnifying gl^, macUm Pinjijey. 

Yop shan't read this, sirrah Stell^ ; (}op't r^ iit " 
for your lite* for &v of yoijr dearest eyes. 

Th^%'s enough for thi^ side ; these mipi^t^ hin^ 
dcr me. 

Pretty, d^, litjle, pai^hty, sapcy JVfD, 

3illy, impiuje^t loggerho^ Pr,eS|tp. 

33. DiJJy and I dipe4 to (Jsy with loirf £tbaTCQFn» 
iod h^ a fine &t hAUOeh o^ yepi^n, f^t imel,t 
.rarely on one sidpf »nd irffer dippw Dilly won 
h^U* a crowi} of mp at bf^g^t^o^ ^ his Jo^giny^ 
wirfi gcpat opnto^t. Jt is a ^cufvy eflipty jtos-n 
this Qiel^t^c^y fef^n af the ye^rf but I HifpSf. 
Oitr WMther b^in* to n^nd. Xfae ftmia at^ a» tjeep 
^ in v'satxr, fhe: grap^ #^ s^ th^^gs; hu^ H^ 
p^jiohes we fi:e*ty fip<rf, an4 fh^re ay* »omB ^g?. 
I Mmefw^ venture toeatflpe, but^ays r^e^t 
JilL. Yw ^y nothing of tbfi ho:^ ^nt balf ^ y.e^ 
^go. I wish you wovli pay n?e for M«.- WaJJu'^ te?. 
^oitfr mother is in ll* aoitptryt I suppose. Pr?y 
A^ m^ titifi nccojiKnt pf Mpj Madam pii^ley, sA 
ft ^Mi>f49 ^Ace ^tovemb^, that is to siay, ibr thfs 
year j^^cju^i^ the twepty pofK>43 1^ StelJIa f(^ 

|or(|ep9d 
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I ordered that Hawkshaw's interest should be paid to 
you. When you think proper, I will let Parvisol 
know you have paid that twenty pounds, or part of 
it : and so go play with the dean, and I will answer 
your lettei^ to morrow. Glood night, sirrahs, and 
love Presto, and be good girls. 

24. I dined to day with lord treasurer, who chid 
me for not dining with him yesterday ; for it seems 
I did not understand his invitation : and their club of 
the ministry dined together, and expected me. Lord 
Radnor and I were walking the Mall this evening ; 
and Mr, secretary met us, and took a turn or two, 
and then stole away, and we both believe it was to 
pick up some wench ; and to mprrow he will 'be at 
the cabinet with the queen t so goes the world. 
Prior has been out of town these two months, no- 
tody knows where, and is lately returned. People 
confidently affirm he has been in France, and I half 
believe it. It is said he was sent by the ministry, and 
for some overtures toward a peace. The secretary 
pretends he knows nothing of it. I belie\'e your 
parliament will be dissolved. I have been talking 
about the quarrel between your lords and commons 
with lord treasurer ; and did, at the request of some 
people, desire that the queen's answer to the com- 
mons address might express a dislike to some princi- 
ples, &c. but was answered dubiously .-^And so now 
tp your letter, fair ladies. I know' drinking is bad : I 
meap writing is badin drinking the waters ; arid vras 
angry to see so much in Stella's haild.' But why 
Drngley drinks them I cannot imagine; but truly shtfU 
drink waters as well as Stella : why not f I hope you 
■ now find the benefit of' them since you returned i pray 
)et me know particularly, I am glad you are forced 
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upon exer«se, which, I believe, is as good as the 
waters for the heart of them. Tis now past the 
middle of August: so byyour reckoning you are id 
Dublin. It would vex me to the dogs that letters 
should miscarry between Dublin and Wexford, after 
escaping the salt seas. 1 willwrite no more to that 
nasty town in haste again, I warrant you. I have 
been four Sundays together at Windsor, of which 
a fortnight together; but I believe I shall not go 
to morrow ; for I will not, unless the secretary asks 
me. I know all your news about the mayor: it 
makes no noise here at all, but the quarrel of your 
parliament does ; it is so very extraordinary, and 
'the language of the commons so very pretty. The ■ 
Examiner has been d6wn this month, and was very 
■silly the five or six last papers ; bat there is a pam- 
phlet come out, in answer to a letter to the seven 
lords who examined Gregg •• The answer is by the 
real author of the Examiner, as I believe ; for it is 
very well written. We had Trap's poem on the 
duke of Ormond printed here, and the printer sold 
just eleven of them. Tis a dull piece, not half so 
good as Stella's ; and she is very modest to compare 
herself with such a poetaster. I am heartily sorry 
for poor Mrs: Pamell's death ; she seemed to be an 
excellent good natpred young woman, and I believe 
the pbor lad is much afflicted : they appeared to live 
perfectly well together. Dilly is not tired at all 
with England, but intends to continue here a good 
while : he is mighty easy to be at distance' from his 
f wo "sisters-in-law.- He; finds some sort" of scrub 

• See (his in vol. in, p. 369. N. 
" ' ^uaintaneet 
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Bcqu^ntance ; goes nov and then in disgvise to » 
play ; smokes bis pipe ; reads no^v aqd then a little 
trash> and what else the X/ird tuiows. I see him now 
^d then ; for he calls here, and the town being thin* 
J am less pestered with company than usual. I have 
got rid of many of my sohcitors, by dping nothipg 
for them ; } have not above eight or nine left, and 
I'll be, as kjnd to them. Did I tell you of a knight, 
who desired me " to speafc to lord treasurer to give 
him two thousand pounds, or five hundred pounds 
a year, until he could get something better?" I 
honestly delivered my message to the treasury, 
adding, " the knight was a puppy, whom I would 
not give a groat to save from the g^nows" Cob, 
Reading's father-in-law, has been two pr three times 
at me to recommend his lights to the ministry j 
assuring me, " that a word of mine would," ^k. 
Did not that dog use to speak il] of me, and pro- ■ 
{&» to hate me ? he knows not where I lodge, for I 
tojd him J lived in the coiBitry ; and I haye prdewd 
Patrick to deny me constantly to him. — ^Did the bi- 
shop of London die in Wecford ? poor genrt?ma» I 
did he drink the waters? were yon at his buriiai ? 
was it A great funeral i so far from his frienda ? JBift 
be was very old : we sh^l all follw- And yet jt 
jwas a pity, if God pleased. He wa» a good mm : 
not very learned : I believe he died but poor. Pid 
he leave any charity legacies > who held up his p^l ? 
V9S there a great sight of clergy ^ ^o tb^ des^ » 
tomb for him i are you sure it was the bishi^ ^ 
JLpndoo? because thwe is aa elderly gentiemsp h^xe 
that we ^ve the same title to : or did you &ncy all 
this in your wat^r^ as others do stiynge things in 

their 
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thar wine 7 they say, these waters trouble the bead, 
and Quke people imagine wh»t never came to pass. 
Do you make no more of killing a bishop ? are these 
your wbiggish tricks } — Yes, yes, I see you are in 4 
fiict. O faith, says you, saucy Presto, FlI break 
yxnir head : what, can't one r^xtrt what one hears, 
without being made a jest and a laughingstock 7 are 
these your English tricks, with a murrain? and 
Sacbeverell will be the next bishop ? he would be 
glad of an addition of two hundred pounds a year 
to what be has ; and that is more than they will 
give him, fot ought I see. He hates the new mi- 
nistry mortally, and they hate him, and pretend to 
despise him too. Hiey wilt not allow him to have 
been the ocoasaon o£ the late change ; at least some 
of them will not ; but my lord keeper owned it to 
me t'other day. No, Mr. Addison does not go to 
Ireland this year : he pretended he would ; but he 
is gone to Bath with pastoi^ Philips, for his eyes.— ■ 
Sa now I have run over your letter ; and I think 
diisfhall go to morrow, which will be jost a fort- 
night &om the last, and bring things to the old Ibrm 
«g»a after your rambles to Wexford, and mine to 
Windsor. Are there not many literal &ults in my 
letters ? I never read them over, and I fancy there 
ve. What do you do then ? do you guess lay 
lueaning ; or are you acquainted with my manner 
•of miatakuig 7 I lost my handketxiiief in the MaU to 
wght with lord Radnor : but I made him walk with 
«ie to find it, and find it I did not. Tsdall (that 
lo(%es with me) and -I have had no converEation, 
nor do we pull off our hats in the streets. TTiere is 
a cousin of his -(I siqipose) a young parson, that 

lodge* 
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lodges in the house too ; a handsome genteel fellow. 
Diet Tighe • and his wife lodged orer against us ; 
and he has been seen out of our' upper windows, 
beating her two or three times : they are both gone 
to Ireland, but not together ; and he solemnly 
TOWS never to live with her. Neighbours do not 
stick to say she has a tongue: in short, I am told, 
she is the most urging, provoking devil that ever 
was bom ; and he a hot whiffling puppy, very apt 
to resent. Fit keep this bottom till to morrow : I'm 
sleepy. 

■ 25. I was with the secretary this morning, who 
was in a mighty hurry, and went to Windsor in a 
chariot with lord keeper ; so I was not invited, and 
am forced to stay at home ; but not at all against 
my will ; for I could have gone, and would not. I 
dined in the city with one of my printers, for whom 
I got the Gazette, and am come home early ; and 
have nothing to say to you more, but finish this 
letter, and not send it by the bellmMi. Days grow 
short, and the weather grows bad, and the town is 
splenetlck, and things are so oddly contrived, that 
I cannot be absent ; otherwise I would go for a few 
days to Oxford, as I promised.— Tliey say, 'tis cer- 
taia that Prior has been in France ; nobody doubts 
it : I had not time to ask the secretary, he was in 
such haste. Well, I will take my leave of dearest 
MD for a while, for I must beg^n my next letter to 
night : consider that, young women ; and pray be 
merry, and good girls, and love" Presto. TTiere is 
now but one' business the ministry wants me for; 

* Aftervard a privy counsellor ia Ireland. N. 
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etui when that is 4one, I will take my leave of them. 
I never got a penny from them, nor expect it. In 
my opinion, some things stand very ticklish ; I dare 
iay nothing at this distance. Farewell, dear sirrahs, 
dearest lives: there ts peace and quiet with MD, 
( and no where 'dse. I^ey have not leisure here to 
think of small things, whidi may ruin them: and J 
have been forward enough. Farewell again, dearest 
rc^iues : I am never happy, but when I write or 
think of MD. I have enough of courts and mi- 
nisters ; and wish I were at Laracor : and if I could 
vrith honour come away this moment, I would.— 
Bernage* came to see me to day; he is just landed 
from Portugal, and come to raise, recruits.: hp 
looks very Mvell, end seems pleased with his. station 
and manner.of life : he nevet saw London nor Eng- 
land beibre ; he .is ravished with Kent, which was 
his first prospect when be landed. Farewell again, 
Uc. &c. 

• Dr. Swift obtained tor Mr. Bemage, who was educated in 
the university of Dublin, an ensign's commission from the earl 
of Pembroke, when lord lieutenant. He was afterward made 
« captain, but was disbanded at the Peace of Utrecht. Ha sent ' 
thedeao jome fine medali and other curiosities from Rome. N. 
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LETTER XXIX. 

LONDON, AUG. 25, 1711* 

1 HAVE got a pretty small gilt sheet of paper to 
write to MD. I have this moment sent my 28th by 
Patridc, who tells me he has put it in the poatofHce: 
'tis directed to yoiir lodgings; if it wants mora par- 
ticular direction, you mu^t set me riglA. It is 1.0W a 
Bolar month and two days since the date of your laat, 
W 18,, and I reckon you are now quiet at hom^ and 
thinking to begin your l^h, <(vhich will be full of 
ytjur quarrel betweeri the two hbiwes, all which I 
know already. Where shall 1 (Une to morrow? otti 
you tell? Mrs. Vanhomrigh boards^ow, and cannot 
invite one ; and there I used to dine when t mas at -a 
loSsj and all my friends are gone Out of towti, and 
your town is now at the Hillest with your pariiemmt 
and convocation. But let me alone, sirrahs; for 
Presto is going to be Very busy; not Presto, but 
t'other I. 

26. Feoj^e have so left the town, that I am at a 
loss for a dinner. It is a long time linoe I have been 
at London upon a Sunday; and the ministers are all 
at Windsor. It cost me eighteen pence in coach hire 
before I could find a place to dine in. I went to 
Frankland's, and he was abroad, and the drab his 
wife looked out of window, and bowed to me without 
inviting me up; so I dined with Mr. Coote, my lord 
Montrath's brother; my lord is with you in Ireland. 
This morning at five my lord Jersey died of the gout 
in his stomach, or apoplexy, or both: he was abroad 
yestentey, and his death was sudd^i: he was diam- 
6 berlain 
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h&Aa&n to king William, and a great favourite, turned 
out by the queen as a tory, and stood now fair to be 
privy 4eal; and by his death will, I suppose, ftiake 
thlt fAatter easiet, which has been a very stubborn 
business at court, as I have been informed. I never 
Mfflembered s6 many people of quality to havfr died 
In so short a time. 

37- I went to day into the dty to thank' Strafford 
Ibr my hooki, and dine with him, and settle tny af- 
Mts of niy money in the bank, and receive a bill for 
Mr*. Wesley for some things to buy for hw; and thd 
d — a one of all these could I do. The merchants 
Were all out of town, &nd t 'Wad forced to go to & 
!ittl6 hedge place for wy dinner. May my enemies 
live ha* in summer 1 and yet I am so unlucky that 1 
tannot possibly be out of the way at this juncture. 
J^le leave the town so late in summer, aftd return 
so late in winter, that they have almost inverted the 
Seasons. Jt is autumn this good while in St. James's 
farkj the limes have been losing their leaves, and 
tf^ote remaining on the trees are all parched: t hatfe 
.this season, where every thing grows worse and worse. 
The only good thing of it is the fruit, and that I dare 
not eat. Had you any fririt at Wexfefd> a few cher- 
riifis, and durst not eat them. 1-do not hear we have 
yet got a new privy sed. Hie w'higs whisper, that 
&ur new ministry diiTer among th&mselves, and they 
b^n to talk ont Mr. secretary ; they have some rea- 
sons for their whiepa^, although I thought it was a 
gtfeater secret. I do not much like the pc^ture of 
things; I always apprehended, that any felling out 
would ruin them, and so I have told them several 
tifc&es. The whigs are mighty full of hopes at pre- 
sent} and Whatever is the matter, all kind of stocks 
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fall: I have not yet talfced . with the- secretary about 
Prior's journey. I should be apt to think it may fore- 
tell a peace; 'and that is all we have to preserve us. 
The secretary is not come from Windsor; but I ex- 
pect him to. morrow. £um all politicks! 

28. We begin to have fine weather, and I walked 
to day to Chelsea, and dined with the dean of Carlisle, 
who is laid up wiUi the gout. It is now fixed that he 
is to be dean of Cbristchurch in Oxford. I was ad- 
vising him. to use his interest to prevent any misun- 
derstanding between our ministers : but he is too wise 
to meddle, though he fears the thing and conse- 
quences asrmuch as I. He will .get into his own warm 
quiet d^anery^ and \ep.ve them to themselves ; and he 
is in the right. — When I came home to night I found 
,a letter. from Mr. I^ewis, who is now at Windsor; 
3nd in it, forsooth, another yhich loqked.like Presto's 
hand; and what should it be but a IQth from, MD? 
O faith, I scaped narrowly, for I sent my 28th but 
on Saturday; and what should I have donp if I had 
two letters to answer at once? I did not expect another 
from Wexford, that's certain. Well, I must be con- 
tented; but you are dear saucy girls, for all that, to 
write so so<m again, faith; an't you? 

ap. J. dined to day with lord Abercorn, and took 
my leave of .them; they set out to mprrow for Ches- 
ter; and, 1 believe, will now fix in Ireland. They 
have made a pretty good journey of it: his eldest son 
is married to a lady with ten thousand, pounds; and 
his second son, has, t'other day, got a prize in the 
lottery of four thousand pounds, beside two small 
ones of two hundred poinds each; Hay, the family 
was so fortunate, that my lord bestowing one ticket, 
which is a hundred pounds, to on^ of his servants, 

' who 
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who had been hts page, the young f^w got a prize, 
which has made it another hundred. I went in the 
evening to lord treasurer, who desires I will dine with 
him to morrow, when he will ^ow me the answer he 
deagns to return tA the letter of thanks from yoor 
bishops in Ireland. The archbishop of Dublin ife^ 
sired me to get myself mentioned in the answer which 
my lord would send; but I sent him word, " I would 
not open my lips to my lord upon it." He says, " it 
would convince the bishops of what I have affirmed, 
that the first fruits were granted before the doke of 
Qrmond was declared governor;" and I virit to him, 
" that I would not give a farthing to convince them.". 
My lord treasurer began a health to my lord privy 
seal; Prior punned, and said it was so privy, he knew 
not who it was; but I fancy they have fixed it all, 
and we shall know to morrow. But what care you 
who is privy seal, saucy sluttikins? 

30. When I went out this morning, I was sur- 
prised with the news, that the bishop of firistol is 
made lord privy seal. You know his name is Robin- 
son, and that i^e was many years envoy in Sweden. 
.All the friends of the present ministry are extreme 
glad, aoA the clergy above the test. The whigs will 
fret to death to see a civil employment given to a 
clergyman. It was a very handsome thing in my lord 
treasurer, and will bind the church to him for ever. 
I dined with him to day, but he had not written his 
letter ; but told me, he would not otFer to send it 
without showing it to me; he thought that would 
not be just, since I was so deeply concerned in the 
affeir. We had much company; lord Rivers, Marr, 
and Kinnoul, Mr. secretary, Geoi^ Granville, and 
Masham: the last has invited me to the christening 

TOL. XV. I of 
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pf his son to'mortDw se'nnight, and on Saturday I 
go to Windsor with Mr. secretary. 

31. Dilly arid I walked to day to Kensington to 
lady Mountjby, who invited us to dinner. He re- 
turned soon to go to the play, it being the last that 
will he acted for some time: he dresses himself like a 
beau, and no doubt makes a fine figure. I went to 
visit some people at Kensington; Ophy Butler's wife 
there lies very ill of an ague, which is a very common 
disease here, and little known in Ireland. — I am apt 
to think we -shall soon have a peace, by the little 
words I hear thrown out by the ministry. I have 
just thought of a project to bite the town. I have 
told you, that it is now known that Mr, Prior has 
been lately in France. I will make a printer of my 
o\yn sit by me one day, and I will dictate to him a 
formal relation of Prior's journey, with several par- 
ticulars, all pure invention ; and I doubt not but it 
wilt take. 

Sept, 1. Morning. I go to day to Windsor with 
Mr. secretary; and lord treasurer has promised to 
bring me back. The weather has been fine for some 
time, and I believe we shall have a great deal of dust. — 
At night. Windsor. The secretary and I and bri- 
gadier Sutton dined to day at Parson's green, at my 
lord Peterborow's house, who has left it and his gar- 
dens to the secretary during his absence. It is the 
finest garden I have ever seen about this town, and 
abundance of hot walls for grapes, where they are in 
great plenty, and ripening fast. I durst not eat any 
fruit, but one tig; but 1 brought a basket full to my 
friend licwis here at Windsor. Does Stella never 
«at any? what, no apricots at Donnybrook ? nothing 
hut clamt and ombre? I envy people maunching 

and 
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and 'maunching* peaches and grapes, and I not' 
daring to eat a bit. My head is pretty well, only a 
sudden turn any time makes me g^ddy for a moment, 
and sometimes it feels very stuffed; but if it grows 
no worse, I canbear it very well. I take all oppor- 
tunities of walking; and we have a delicious park 
here just joining to the castle, and an avenue in .the 
great park very wide and two miles long, set with a ' 
double row of elms on each side. Were you ever at 
WindsOT? I was once a great while ago; but had 
quite forgotten it. 

2, The queen has the gout, and did not come to ■ 
chapel, nor stir out from her chamber, but received 
the sacrament there: as she always does the first 
Sunday in the month. Yet we had a great court, 
and among others, I saw youi* Ingoldsby, who seeing 
me talk very familiarly with the keeper, treasurer, &c. 
came up and saluted me, and began a very imperti- 
nent discourse about the siege of Bouchain. I told 
him, *' I could not answer his questions, but I would 
bring him one that should;" so I went and fetched 
Sutton (who brought over the express about a month 
ago) and delivered him to the general, and bid hiin 
answer his questions; and so I lefl them together. 
Sutton after some time came back in rage; finds me 
with lord Rivers and Masham, and there complains of 
the trick I had played him, and swore he had been 
plagued to death with Ingoldaby's talk. But he told 
me, " Ingoldsby asked him what I meant by bringing ■ 
him;" 80 I suppose, lie smoked me a little. So we 
laughed, &c. My brd Willoughby, who is one of 

* As the prvvhicial word mavucAing echoes rather belter to . 
this aciion of the jaws than tlie proper term mtmcAing, it is there- 
fore here retained, D, S, ■ 
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the cliaplains, and prebendflry of WindiKMr, read 
prayers last nt^t to the &mjly -, and'the bidiop of 
Bristol, who is dean of Windsor," officiated lastnig^t 
at the cathedral. This they do to be popidar^ and' it 
pleases mightily. I dined with Mr. MaBham, be- 
cause he lets me have a select company. For the 
court here have got by the end a good thing I said to 
the secretary some weeks ago. He showed me his 
bill of &re, to tempt me to dine with' him ; " Poh," 
said I, " I value not your bill of fate, give me your 
bill of company." Lord treasurer was mightily 
pleased, and told it ever; body, as a notoble thing. I 
reckon upon returning to morrow; they say the bishop 
will then have the privy seal delivered him at a great 
coundl. 

3: Windsor still. The council' was held so late to 
day, that I do not go back to town till to morrow. 
The bishop was sworn privy counsellor, and had the 
privy seal given him: and now the patents are 
passed for those who were this long time to be<made 
lords or earls. Lord Raby, who is earl of Strafibrd, 
is on Thursday to many a namesake of Stella's; 
the daughter of sir H. Johnson in the city ; he has 
threescore thousand pounds with, her, ready money ; 
beside the rest at the father's death. I have got my 
friend Stratford to be one of the directors of the 
South Sea company who were named to day. My 
lord treasurer did it for me a month ago: and one 
of those whom I got to be printer of the Gazette, I 
am recommending to be printer to the same com- 
pany. ' He treated Mr. Lewis and me to day at ({inner. 
I supped last night and this with had treasurer, keep- 
er, &c. and took occasion to mention the printer. I 
said, *' it was the same printer, whom my lord trea- 
surer 
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6Brer has 'i^ipotDked to print kir the South Sea com- 
pany." He d«]ied, and I ineieted on it ; and I got 
.tbe lai^ oq my side. 

XtBodon, 4. I came as &r as BeectfoFd in lord 
Even's ebariat, whp had harness with lord trea^ 
sttver; then 2 went into lord treasurer's: we stopped 
at KoBsingtan^ where lord treasurer went to see 
Mrs. Masham, who is now what they call in tht 
straw. We got to -town by three, and I lighted at 
Jovd beasnrer's ; who commanded sae not to ^Jx : 
hat I was not well ; and when he wait up, I begge4 
Ihe young lord to oiouse me, and so went into the 
city by water, where I oould be easier, and dined with 
Ihe printer, acid dictated to him some part of Prior's 
iouroey to Fiance. I walked from the city, for 1 
take sU occasions of exercise. Our joumf^ was bor- 
rJ4 dusty. 

9. When I went out to day» I found it had rained 
jQ^htilyin the night, and die streets were as dirty 
as moHfit ; it is very refreshing after ten days dry. — 
I went into the city and dined, with Stratford, 
.thanked him for his boc^s, gave him joy of his being 
.'director, <^ which he had the first notice by .a .letter 
from me- I ate sturgeon, uid it lies on my sto- 
macfa. I Almost fimshed Prior's journey at the 
printer's, and came home {H«tty Htte with Patrick at ' 
my heels. 

7. Monung. But what diall we do about this 
.letter of MD's. N°. ig ! not a word answered yet, 
and so much paper spent ? I cannot do any thing in 
jt, sweethearts, till night; At night. O Lord, 

Lord, the greatest disgrace that ever was lus 
happened to Presto. What'doyou think ; but when 

1 was gfung «ut this forenoon a letter came from 

MD, 
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MD, N". 20, dated at Dublin. ■ O dear, O dear; 
O sad, O sad. — Now I have two letters together to 
answer : here they are, lying together. But I will 
only answer the first ; for I came in late. I dined 
with my friend Lewis at his lodgings, and walked 
at six to Kensington to Mr. Masham's christening. 
It was very private ; nobody there but my lord 
treasurer, his son, and son-in-law, that is to say, 
lord Harley, and lord Dupplin, and lord Rivers 
and I. The dean of Rochester christened the child, 
but soon went away. Lord treasurer and lord'Rirers 
were godfathers, and Mrs. Hilly Mrs. Mashan)'s sis- 
. ter, godmother. The child roared like a bull, and I 
gave Mrs. Masham joy of it; and she charged me 
** to tj^e care of my nephew ;"- because Mr. Mashara 
being a brother c^ our- society, his son you know is 
consequently a nephew. Mrs. Masham sat up 
dressed in bed, but not as they do in Ireland with all 
■smooth about her, as if she w&s cut off in the mid- 
dle; for you might see the counterpane (what d'ye 
call it?). rise above her hips and body. There's an- 
other name of the counterpane, and you'll laugh now, 
Birrahs. George Granville came in at supper, and 
-we staid till eleven, and lord treasurer set- me down 
atmy lodgings. in Suffolk- street. Did I ever tell you 
that-lord treasurer hears jll with thelefl ear, justas I 
do ? he always turns the right ; and his servants 
whisper hini atthat only. I dam not tell faim, that 
-I am so too, for fear he should think I counterfeited, 
. to make my court. - ■-■.-, 

6. You -must read this before the. other; for' I 
- mistook, ■ and forgot to write yesterday's journal,- it 
was so insignificant : I din«(d with Dr. Cockbum, 
and sat xhe evening with lord treasurer, till .teh 
.'-. - o'clock. 
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«'dedt.~ On 'Hiursdays he has always a large select 
company, and expects me. So good night for last 
night, &C. 

8. Morning. I go to Windsor with lord treasurer 
,to day, and will leave this behind me to be sent to 
the post. And ' npw let us hear what says the first 
letter, W. IQ. You are still at Weidbrd, asyousay, 
madam Dingley. I think no letter from me ever yet 
miscarried. . AaieoJnisf^Corlhy*, and the river 
Slatny ; fine words those in a lady's mouth. Yaof 
hand like. Dingley's, ^i^ scumbling* scattiering> slut- 
tjkii\ ? Yes mighty lijie ntde^i, is, fiOt it -f- ? Pisskk, 
don't talk of writi.qg :or reading til| , your, e^ 4K 
well, and long well ; only X would h^ve li^ipgley read 
sometimes to you, that you may not quite lose the 
desire of it., God -be thanked that the ugly numbing 
is gone. Pray use exercise when you go to town. 
What game is thai ombra ^ which Dr. Elwood and 
you play at ? is it the Spanish game ombre ? Your 
card purse ! you a card purse ? you a fiddlestick. 
You liave luck indeed ; and luck in a bag. What a 
devil is that eight shillings tea-kettle ? copper, or tin 
japanned? It is like your Irish politeness, raffling 
for tea-kettles. What a splutter you keep to con- 
vince me that Walls has. no taste f My head con- 
tinues pretty well. Why do you write, dear sirr^ 
Stella, when you find your eyes so weak that you 
. cannot see ? what comfort is there in reading what 

* The name of a town, in the county of Wexford. O. S. 

t These words in Italkks are written in strange miishapen 
letters, inclining to the rJgbt hand, in imitation of Stella's writ- 
ing. D. S. 

I In Stella's spelling. It is an odd thing that a woman of Stella's 
ondeTstanding should spell extremely ill. D. S. 
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•you wri,tie,' when one knows that ? So Dingley can't 
write because of the clutter of new company come 
to Wexford ? I suppose the noise of their hundred 
horses disturbs you ; or, do you lie in one gallery, 
as in an hospital i what ; you are afraid of losing in 
"DubKn the acquaintance you have got in Wexfcwd ; 
and chiefly the bishop of Raphoe, an old, doating, 
perverse coxcomb? Twenty at a time atbre^f^. 
That is like five pounds at atime, when itwasnevCT 
but once. I doubt, tnadam Dingley, you one apt to 
-lie in youi* travels, though hot 8o bad as Stella ; 
^he tdlsdjumpers, as I shallprovB iii my next, if I 
■find tiiis receives encouragement.— So Dr. EJwood * 
•BaySjlTiere are a world of pretty things in my 
works. A pdx on his praises ! an enemy here wooM 
Bay more. The duke of Buckingham would say as 
much, though he and I are terribly fallen out ; and 
■the great men are perpetually inflaming "me against 
him : they bring me ail he says of me, and, I believe, 
make it worse out of roguery, — No, 'tis not your pen 
'is bewitched, madam Stella, but your old scrawling, 
splay-foot, pot-hooks^, s, *,■ ay that's it: there the 
s, f, fi there, there, that's exact. Farewell, &c. 

Our fine weather is gone, and I doubt we sh^dl 
-have a rainy journey to day. Fmth 'tis shaving day, 
wid-I have much to do. • 

When Stella says her pen is bewitched, it was. 
©nly because there was a hair in it. You know the 
fellow they call God-help-it had the same thoughts 

* Senior fellow of Trinity college, Dublin, and tneniber of par- 
liament for that unirersitj. D. S. 

i- These words in Italkks, and tire two euet that folIoW] are' 
fniser Jbly scrawled, in imitation of Stella's hand. D. S. 

- - «'f 
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pF his wife, and for the same reason. I* think thk 
is very well observed, »pd I, unfolded the letter to 
JkII you it. 

Cut off thosp two notes aboye ; and see the iiine 
pounds endor^, and receive the other ; ^nd send 
ine word how my accounts stand, that they m^y be 
adjusted by Nov. 1. Fray be very particular: hat 
the twraty poui^ I lend you is not to be included,; 
so make no blunder. I won't wrong you ; nor you 
shan't wrong foe ; that's Uie short. O Loud, how 
stout presto is c^ late ! But be loves MD more than 
his life a thousand time^ for all his stoutness j tetl 
him that j and I'll swear it, as hope saved, ten mil- 
liens of. times, 8cc. &c> 

I open my let^r once more to ^1 Stella, that if 
she does opt use eKercise aiterher waters, it will loae 
allthe e&cts ofth^a: I should not hve, if I did not 
take ail opportunities of wa^ng. Pray, pray, do this 
to obhge p9or Presto. 



LETTER XXX. 

WlimSOS, 8EFT. 8, 1711. 

M. MAPE the coachman stop, and put in my twenty- 
ninth at the post-office at. two o'clock to day, as I 
was g«>'i1g to lord treasurer, with whom I dined, and 
came here by a quarter past eight ; but the moon 
shone, and so we were not in much danger of ovw- 
- turning ; 'which however he values not a straw, and 
3 only 
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only laughs when I chide at him for it. There \ng 
nohody but he and I, and we supped together, with 
Mr. Masham, and Dr. Arbuthnot, the queen's fa- 
vourite- physician, a Scotchman. I could not keep 
myself awake after supper, but did all I was able 
to disguise it, and thought I came off clear, but 
at parting he told me, '* I had got my nap al- 
ready." It is now one o'clock ; but he loves sitting 
up late. 

9. ■ Tlie queen is still in the gout ; ' but recovering : 
•he saw company in her' bedchamber after diurch ; 
but the crowd was so great I could not see her. I 
dined with my brother, sir William Wyndham, and 
BODie others of our society, to avoid the great tables 
on Sunday at Windsor, which I hate. The usual 
company supped to night at lord treasurer's which 
was lord keeper, Mr. secretary, Gteorge Granville, 
' Masham, Arbuthnot and I. But showers have hin- 
dered me from walking to day, and that I don't 
love. — Noble fruit, and I dare not eat a bit. I ate 
one fig to day, and sometimes a few mulberries, 
because it is said they are wholesome, and you know 
a good name does much. I shall return to town to 
morrow, though I thought to have staid a week, 
to be at leisure, for something I am doing. But I 
have put it off till next ; for I shall come here again 
on Saturday, when our society ate to meet at supper 
at Mr. . secretary's. My life is very regular here : 
on Sunday morning I constantly visit lord keeper, 
;and sup at lord treasurer's with the same set of 
company. . I was not sleepy to night ; I resolved 
I would not ; yet it is past midnight at this present 
writing. 

London, ]0. Lord treasurer and Masham and I 

left 
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left Windsor at three this afternoon ; we dropped 
Masham at Kensington with his lady, and got home 
by six. It was seven before we sat down ta dinner. 
Mid I staid till past eleven. Patrick came home 
-with the eecretary : I am more plagued with Patriot 
mid my portmanteau than with myself. I foi^t to 
tell you, that when I went to Windsor on Saturday, 
i overtook lady Gif&rd and Mrs. Fenton in a chariot 
going, I suppose, to Sheen. I was then in a chariot 
too, of lord treasurer's brother, who had bnsiness 
^ith the treasurer j and my lord came after, and 
.overtook me at Tumham green, four miles from 
London, and then the brother went back, and I went 
in the coach with lord treasurer : so it happened that 
those people «aw me, and not with lord treasurer. 
Mrs. Fenton was. to see me about a week ago ; and de- 
sired I wmild get her son into the Charterhouse. 

11. This morning the printer sent me an account 
- of Prior's journey ; it makes a twopenny pamphlet ; 
I suppose you will see it, lor I ikue engage it wtti 
run ; 'tis a forma! grave- lie, from the beginning to 
the end. I writ all but about the last . page, that 
, I dictated^ and theprJnter writ. Mr. secretary sent 
to me to dine where he did ; , it was at Prior's ; ■ when 
I came in Prior showed me the pamphlet, seemed to 
be angry, and- said, here is our English liberty: :I 
read some of it, and said I liked it mightily, and en- 
vied the rogue the thought ; for had it come into my 
head, I should have certainly done it myself. We 
staid at Prior's till past ten, and then the secretary re- 
ceived a packet with the news of Bouchairi being 
taken, for which the guns will go off to morrow. ■ 
Prior owned his .having been in France, for it was 
past denying ; it seems he was discovered by a rascal 

at 
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at Doirer, who had positive orders to let hin pwf. I 
believe we ^all have a peace. 

]2. It is terrible rainy weather, and hai cort me 
t^kree shillings in coaches and diairs to day, yet l-ya» 
4irty mtp the bargain. I^vas three hours this mor^ 
jng with the ««Qretary about eojnc btisiness o( oM>- 
jncnt, and thai went into the gity to dine. The 
^nter tells me he sold yesterday a thousand of 
Prior's journey, and had prioted five hundred more. 
It will do rarely, I believe, and is a pure bite. And 
what is MD doing all this while: got again to their 
oards, their Walls, their deans, their Stoytes, and 
their claret? Pray present ray eerrice to Mr. Stoyte 
and Catherine. Tell goody Stoybe she owes oiea 
■vfoild of dinners, and I will shortly come over and 
deoiond them.— Did I tell yoo o£ tiie ardibiElK^ of 
Dublin's last letter? he had been Baying in serei^ of 
his former, that he would shortly write to me. some- 
thing about myself; and it looked to me as if he id' 
tended scrmetfain^ for me: at last out it comes, and 
oonsifits of two parts, : Einrt > he advises me " to 
. strike in for some pc&rment now I have friends;" 
iBod secondly, he advises me, " since, 1 have parts,- 
.-ond learniflg, and a happy pen, to think of some new 
'Si^jcflt in divinity ncrt handled by other*, which! 
isbould manage better than any botfy." A rarespaifc 
.|JiiE,.with apox! but I shall answer him w nx^. 
Methinks he diould have invited rae'over, aid given 
TUB some hopes or promises. But, hang lum! aixl 
«o good night, fin;. . 

•■''' IB. It rained most ferioDgly all thifl morning till 
.about twelve, end sometimes thundered; I tretnbled' 
for my shillings, but it dearedup, and I made a shift 
to get a waik in the perk, and then went with U)e 
letretary 
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secretaiy t& dirie with lord treasurer. Upon Than- , 
(lays there is always a select company; we had the 
duke of Shrewsbury, lord Rivers, the two secretaries, 
Mr. Granville, and Mr. Prior. Half of them went 
to council at six; but Rivers, Granville, Prior and I 
Bt^d till e^ht. Prior was often affecting to be angry 
at the account of his journey to Paris; and indeed 
the two last pages, which the printer had got some- 
body to add, are so romantick, they spoil all the rest. 
Dtily Ashe pretended to me that he was only going to 
Oxford and C^nbridge for a fortnight, and then would 
come back. I could not see him, as I appointed 
t'other day; but some of his friends tell me, he took 
lebve of them .as going to Ireland; and so they say 
at his lodging. I believe the rogue was ashamed to 
tell me so, because I advised him to stay the winter, 
and he said he would. I find he had got into a good ^ 
set of scrub acquaintance, and I thought passed his 
time very merrily; but I suppose he languished after 
Balderig, and the claret of Dublin: and, after all, I 
think he is in the right; for he can eat, drink and 
converse better there than here. Bernage was with 
me this morning: he calls now and then ; he is in 
terrible fear of a peace. He said, he never had his 
health so well as in Portugal. He is a fevourite of 
his colopel. 

14. I was morticed enough, to day, not knowing 
where in the world to dine, the to\vn is so empty; I 
met H. Coote, and thought he would invite me, but 
he did not : sir John Stanley did not come Into my 
head; so I took up with Mrs.' Van, apd dined -with 
her and her damned landlady, who, I believe, by her 
eyebrows, is a bawd. This evening I met Addison - 
and paetpral. Philips in th&.Fark, and supped with 

them 

D,9,-7«ibyG00^lt' 



126- swift's JOCBKAL to STELIdk. ■ 

them at Addison's lodgings ; • we were very good com- ■■ 
pany; and yet know no man half so agreeable to me ' 
as he is. I sat with them till twelve, so you may ' 
think 'tis late, young women; however, I would have - 
-some little conversation with MD before your Presto 
goes to bed, because it makes me sleep and dream, 
and so forth. Faith this letter goes on slowly enough, 
sirrahs, biit I can't write much at a time till you are 
quite settled after your journey you know, and have 
gone all your visits, and lost your money at ombre. 
You never play at chess now, Stella. That puts me 
in mind of Dick Tighe ; I fancy I told you he used 
to beat his wife here; and she deserved it; ^nd he 
resolves to part with her; and they went to Ireland 
in different coaches. O Lord I said all this b^re, ■ 
I'm sure. Go to bed, sirrahs. 

Windsor, 15. I made the secretary stop at Brent- 
ford, because we set out at two this afternoon, and 
festing would not agree with me. I only designed to 
eat a bit of bread and butter, but he would lights 
' and we ate roast beef like dragons. And he made 
me treat him, and two more gentlemen; faith it cost 
me a guinea; I don't like "such jesting, yet I was 
mightily pleased with it too. To night our society 
met at the secretary's, there were nine of us: and 
wc have chosen a new member, the earl of Jersey, 
whose father died lately. 'Tis past one, and I have 
stolen away. 

■ 16. I design to stay here this week by myself*, 
about some business that lies on my hands, and will 
take up a great deal of time. Dr. Adams, one of 
the canons invited me to day to dinner. The tables •■ 
are so full here on Sunday, that it is hard to dine ' 
with a few, and Dr. Adams knows I bve to do so; ■ 

which. 
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nhich 13 very d>Hging. The queen sav/ compMiy in 
her bedchunber, she looks very well, but she sat 
down. I supped with lord treasurer as usual, and 
staid till past one as usual, and with our usual com-. 
pany, except lord keeper, who did not come this 
time to Windsor. I hate these suppers mortally; 
but I seldom eat any thing. 

17. Lord treasurer and Mr. Secretary stay here till 
to morrow; some business keeps them, and I am 
sorry for it, for they hinder me a day. Mr. Lewis 
and I were going to dine soberly with a little court 
friend at one. But lord Harley and lord Dupplin kept 
me by force, and said we should dine at lord trea- 
surer's, who intended to go at four to London; I 
staid like a fool, and went with the two young lords 
to lord treasurer; who very fairly turned us all three 
out of doors. They both were invited to the duke 
of Somerset, but he was gone to a horserace and 
would not come till five: so we were forced to go to 
a taverni and send for wine from lord treasurer's, who 
at last, we were told, did not go to town till to mor- 
row, and at lord treasurer's we supped ^ain; and I 
desired him to let me add four shillings to the bill I 
gave him. We sat up till two, yet I must write to 
little MD. 

18. They are al! gone early this morning; and I 
am alone to seek my fortune; but Dr. Arbuthnot en- 
gages me for my dinners; and he yesterday gave ine 
my choice of place, person, and victuals for to day. 
So I chose to dine with Mrs. Hill, who is one of the 
dressers, and Mrs. Masham's sister? no company but 
us three, and to have a shoulder of mutton, a small 
one, which was exacUy, only there was too much 
victuals besides; and Uie doctor's wife was of the 

company. 
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company. And to morrow Mrs. Hilt and I are te^ 
dine with the doctor. I have se^i a fdlow oftrai about 
courts whc«n I thought I knew; I asked who he was, 
and they told me it was the gentleman porter; then I 
called him to mind; he was Killy's acqo^ntance (I 
won't say your's) I think his name ia Lovet, or Lovel, 
or something like it. I believe he does not know 
me, and in my present posture I shall not be fond of 
renewing old acquaintance; I believe I used to see 
him with the Bradley's; and by the way, I have not 
seen Mrs. Bradley since I came to England. I.lefl 
your letter in Iiondon, like .a fool; and cannot 
answer it till I go back, which will not be until Mon- 
day next: so this will be above a fortnight from my 
last; but I will fetch it up in my next; so go and 
walk to the dean's for your health this fine weather. 

] g. The queen designs to have cards and dancing 
here next week, which makes us think she will stay 
here longer than we believed. Mrs. Masham is not 
well after her lying in : I doubt she got some cold: 
she is tame in one of her legs with a rheumatick pain. 
Dr. Arbuthnot and Mrs. Hill go to morrow to Ken- 
sington to see her, and return the same night. Mrs. 
Hill and 1 dined with the doctor to day. I rode out 
this morning with the doctor to see Cranburn, a house 
of lord Ranelagh's, and the duchess of Marlborough's 
lodge, and the park; the finest places they are for 
nature, and plantations, that ever I saw, and the_ 
finest riding upon artificial roads, made on purpose 
for the queen. Arbuthnot made me draw up a sham 
subscription for a book, called '* A History of the 
Maids of Honour since Harry the Eughth; showing 
they make the best wives; with a list of tdi the 
Maids of Honour since, &c. to pay a crown in hand, 

. and 
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and the other crown upon the delivery of the book;" 
and all in the common forms of those things. We 
got a gentleman to w^te it fdr> because my hand is 
known, and we sent it to the maids of honour, when 
they Game to supper^ If they bite at it 'twill be a 
very good court, jest j and the queen will certainly 
have it. We did not tell Mrs. Hill. 

20. To day I was invited to the green cloth by 
colonel Godfrey, who married the duke of Marl- 
brough's sister, mother to the duke of Berwick by 
king James: I must tell you those things thai hap- 
pened before you were born: but I made my excuses^ 
and young Harcourt (lord keeper's son) and I dined 
with my next neighbour Dr. Adams. Mrs. Masham is 
bette.'-, and will be here in three or four days* She 
had need; for the duchess of Somerset is thought to 
gain ground daily. — -We have not yet sent you over 
all your bills; and I think we have altered your money 
bill. The duke of Ormond is censured here by those 
in power for very wrong management in the afikir of 
the mayoralty. He is governed by fools; and has 
usually much more sense than his advisers, but never 
proceeds by it. I must know how your health con- 
tinues after Wexford. Walk and use exercise, sirrahs 
both) and get somebody to play at shuttlecock with 
you, madam Stella, and walk to the dean's ^id Don- 
nybrook. 

2!. Colonel Godfrey sent to me again to day; so 
I dined at the green doth, and we had but eleven at 
dinner, which is a small number tliiere, the idourt being 
always thin of company till Saturday night.— This new 
ink and pen make a strange figure ; I must write larger^, 
yes I must, or Stella won'i be ahletoread this"'. S.S.S. 
• • These wonds in Italkki are written enormomly lai^e. D."S. 

voi(. XV. K there's 
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there's your S's for you, Stella. The maids of bonoor 
are bit, and have all contributed their crowns, and 
are teasing others to subscribe for the bool:. I will 
tell lord keeper and lord treasurer to morrow; and I 
believe the queen will have it. After a little walk 
this evening, I squandered away the rest of it in 
sitting at Lewis's lodging, while he and Dr. Arbuthnot 
played at picquet. I have that foolish pleasure, which 
I believe nobody has beside me, except old lady Berke- 
ley. But I fretted when I came away ; I will loiter 
so no more, for I have a plaguy deal of business upon 
my hands, and very little time to do it. The pam- 
phleteers begin to be very busy against the ministry: 
I have begged Mr. secretary to make examples of one 
or two of them ; and he assures me he will. They 
are very bold and abusive. 

32. This being the day the ministry comes to 
Windsor, I ate a bit or two at Mr. Lewis's lodgings, 
because I must sup with lord treasurer ; and at half 
an hour after one, I led Mr. Lewis a walk up the 
avenue, which is two miles long: we walked in all 
about five miles; but I was so tired with his slow 
Walking, that I left him here, and walked two miles 
tovrard London, hoping to meet lord treasurer, and 
retu,rn with him ; hut it grew darkish, and I was for- 
ced to walk back, so. I walked nine miles in all; and 
lord treasurer did not come till after eight; which is 
very wrong, for there was no moon, and I often tell 
him how ill he does to expose himself so; but he 
only makes ^ jest of it. I supped with him, and staid 
till now, when it is half an hour after two. He is as 
merry, and careless, and diseng^;ed as a young heir 
at one and twenty. 'Tis late indeed. 

23. The secretary did not come last night, but at 
three' 
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three this aftenioon; I have not seen him yet; but t 
verily think they are contriving a peace as &3t as they 
can, without which it will be impossible to subsist. 
The queen was at church to day, but was carried in a 
chair. I and Mr. Lewis dined privately with Mr. 
Lowman, elerk of the kitchen. I was to see lord 
keeper this morning, and told him the jest of the 
maids of honour, and lord treasurer had it last night. 
That rogue Arbuthnot puts it all upon me. The 
court was very full to day; I expected lord treasurer 
would have invited me to supper; but he only bowed 
to me, and we had no discourse in the drawingroom. 
'Tis now seven at night, and I am at home, and I 
hope lord treasurer will not send for me to supper; if 
he does not, I will reproach him, and he will pretend 
to chide me for not coming. — 3o farewell till I go to 
bed, for I am going to be busy. — ^Tis now past ten, 
and I went down to ask the servants about Mr. secT«' 
tary; .they tell me the queen is yet at council, and 
that she went to suppej^, and came out to the council 
afterward. Tis oertain they are managing a peace. 
I will go to bed, and there's an end. — ^Tis now eleven, 
and a messenger is come from lord treasurer to sup 
with them; but I have excused myself, and am glad 
lam in bed; for else I should sit up till two, and 
drink till I was hot. Now Fl! go sleep. 

London, 24. I came to town by six with lord 
treasurer, and have staid till ten. That of the queen's 
going out to sup, and coming in ag^n, is a lie, as 
the secretary told me this morning: but I fiod-the 
ministry are very busy with Mr. Prior, and I believe 
he will go again to France. I am told so much, that 
we shall certainly have a peace very soon. I had 
charming weather all last week at Windsor; but we 
• K 3 . have 
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have had a little rain to day, and yesterday was windy. 
Prior's Journey sells still ; they have sold two tlwa- 
sand, although the town is empty. I found a letter 
from Mrs: Fenton here, desiring me in lady Gifiard's 
name to come and pass a week at Sheen, while she 
ifi at Moor park. ] will answer tt with a vengeance: 
and now you talk of answering, there is MD's N" 20 
is yet to be answered: I had put it up so safe I could 
hardly find it; but here it is, faith, and I am afraid I 
cannot send this till Thursday; for I must see the se- 
cretary to morrow morning, and be ia some other 
place, in the evening. 

15. Stella vn-ites like an emperor, and gives such 
an account of her journey, never saw the like. Let 
me see; stnnd away, let us compute; you staid four 
days at Inish-Corthy; two nights at Mrs. Prohy's 
mother's; ay)d yet was but six days in journey; fbryour 
words are, " We left Wexford this day se'nnight, and 
came here last night." I have heard them say, that 
travellers may lie by authority. Make up this, if 
you can. How far is it ii*om Wexford to Dublin? 
how many miles did yov travel in a day*? Let me 
see — thirty pounds in two months, is nine score 
pounds a year; a matter of nothing in Stella's purse. 
I dreamed Billy Swift was alive, and that I told him, 
" you writ me word he was dead, and that you had 
been at his fimeral, and I admired at your impudence, 
^d was in mighty haste to run and let you know 

" The doctor was nlnays a bail reckoner, either of money or 
any ihing elae; and ibis is one of bis rapid cumputaiiotis. Fur 
as SicUa was seven days in journey, although Dr. S*jft says only 
six, slie might well liave spent fom* days at Inish-Corthy, and iwo 
nights at Mr, Proxy's mother's, ibe distanee from Wexford to 
Dublin \)tiiig but two easy days Jourtiey. D. S. 

what 
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what lying rogues you were." Poor lad he is dead of 
his ipother's former folly and fondness, and yet now 
I believe as you say, that her grief will soon wear 
off. — O yes, madam Dingley, mightily tired of the 
company, no doubt of it, at Wexford! and your 
description of it is excellent; clean sheets, but bare 
walls ; I suppose then you lay upon the walls. — Mrs. 
Walls has got her tea ; but who pays me the money? 
come, I ^all never get it; so I make a present of it 
to stop some gaps, &c. Where's the thanks of the 
house? so, that's well; why, it cost four and thirty 
shillings English. — You must adjust that with Mrs. 
Walls; I think that- is so many pence more with 
you. — No, Leigh and Stenie, I suppose, were not at 
the waterade; I fear Sterne's business will not be 
done; I have not seen him this good while. I hate 
him for the management of that box; and I was tiie 
greatest fool in nature for trusting to such a young 
jackanapes; I will speak to him once more about it, 
when I see him. Mr. Addison and I met once more 
since, and I supped with him: I believe I told you so 
somewhere in this letter, 'the archbishop chose an 
admirable messenger in Walls to send to me; yet I 
think him fitter for a messenger than any thing. — 
The d — she* has! I did not observe her looks. Will 
she rot out of modesty wkh lady Gifford? I pity poor 
Jenny-)- — but her husband is a dunce, and with re- 
spect to him she loses little by her deafness. I believe, 
madam Stella, in your accounts you mistook one 
liquor for another, and it was a hundred and forty 
quarts of wine, and thirty-two of water. — ^This is all 

* Soioewbat or other which Stella't fuother had consented 
to. D. S. 

f Mrs. Pentoii, the Jean') sWter. D. S. 

written 
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written in the morning before I go to the secretary, 
as I am now doing. I have answered your letter a 
little shorter than ordinary; but J Rave a mind it 
should go to day, and I will give you my journal at 
night in my next; for I'm so afraid of another lettw 
before this goes: I will never have two together again 
unanswered. — What care I for Dr. Tisdall and Dr. 
Raymond, or how many children they have? I wi^ 
they had a hundred apiece. Lord treasurer promises 
me to answer the bishop's letter to morrow, and show 
it me; and I believe it will confirm alt I said, and 
mortify those that threw the merit on the duke of 
Ormond. For I have made him jealous of it; and 
t'other day talking of the matter, he said, I am your 
witness you got it for them befcn^ the duke was lord 
lieutenant. My humble service to Mrs, WaHs, Mrs. 
Stoyte, and Catherine. Farewell, &c. 

What do you do when you see any literal mistakes 
in my letters ? how do you set them right? for I never 
read them over to correct them. Farewell again. 

Pray send this note to Mrs. Brent, to get the 
money when Parvisol comes to town, or she can 
send to him. 



LETTER XXXI. 

LONDON, SEPT. 45, 1711. 

J. DINED in the city to day, and at my return I put 
my SOth into the postofEce; and when I got home I 

found 
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found for me one of the noblest letters I ever read; 

it was from y three sides and a half in folio on a 

large sheet of paper; the two first pages made up of 
satire upon XiOndon, and crowds and hurry^ stolen 
from some of his own schoolboy's exercises: the side 
and a half remaining is spent in desiring me to re- 
commend Mrs. South, your commissioner's widow, 
to my lord treasm^l" for a pension. He is the prettiest, 
discreetest fellow that ever my eyes beheld, or that ■ 
ever dipped pen into ink. I know not wTiat to say 
to him. A pox on him, I have too many such 
customers on this side already. I think I will send 
him word that I never saw my lord treasurer in my 
life; I am ■sufe I industriously avoided the name c^ 
any great per8«i when I saw him, for fear of his re- 
porting it in Ireland. And this recommendation must 
be a sftctet too, for fear the duke of Bolton should 
know it, And think it was too mean. I never read so 
d — d a letter in my life : a little would make me send 
it ova- to you. — I must send you a pattern, the first 
place I cast my eyes on, I will not pick and choose. 
** In this place (meaning the EKchaAige in London) 
which is the compendium of old Troynovant, as that 
is of the whole busy world, I got such a surfat, that 
I grew sick of mankind, and resolved, for ever after, 

to bury myself in the shady retreat of ." You 

Inust know that London has been called by some 
Troynovant, orNewTroy.— Will you haveany more? 
Yes, one little bit for Stella, because she'll be fond of 
it. " This wondrous theatre (meaning London) was 
no more to me than a desert ; and I sheuld leas com- 
plain of solitude in a Connaught shipwreck, or even 
the great bog of Allen," A little scrap for Mre. 
Marget, 

' - D,9,-7«ibyG00^lt' 
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garget*, and then I have done. •' Their roya! 
fanum, wherein the idol Pecunia is daily worshipped, 
seemed to me to be just like a hive of bees working 
and labouring under huge weights of cares." Fanum 
is a temple, but he means the Exchange; and 
Pecunia is money : so now Mrs. Marget will under^ 
stand her part. One more paragraph, and I — Well, 
come, don't be in such a rage, you shall have, no 
more. Pray, Stella, be satisfied; 'tis very pretty: 
and that I must be acquainted with such a dog aa 

this '. Our peace goes on fast. Prior vras with 

the secretafy two hours this morning -, I was there a 
little after he went away, and was told it. I believe 
he will soon be dispatched again to France ; ' and I 
will put somebody to write an account uf his second 
journey : I hope you have seen the other. This 
latter has taken up my time with storming at iti 

a6, Bernage has been with me these two days; 
yesterday I suit for him to let him know,' that Dr. 
Arbuthnot is putting in strongly to have his brother 
made a captain over Bernage's head. Arbuthnot's 
brother is but an ensign ; but the doctor has great 
power with the queen: yet he told me, he would not 
' do any thing hard to a gentleman who is my friend, 
and I have engaged the secretary arid his colonel 
for him. To day he told me very melancholy, that 
the other had written from Windsor {where he went 
to solicit) that he has got the company ; and Ber- 
nage is full of the spleen. I made the secretary 
write yesterday a letter to the colonel in Bemage's 
behalf. I hope it will do yet ; and I have written to 
Pr, Arbuthnot to Windsor, not to insist on doing 

* Stella's maid, D. S. 

puch 
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euch a hardship. I dined in the city at Pontack's 
.with Stratford ; it cost me seven shillings : he would 
have treated; but I did not let him. I have re- 
moved my money froiri the Irank to another fund. 
I desire Parvisol may speak to . Havekshaw to pay in 
my money when he can ; for I will put it in the 
funds; andin the mean time borrow so much of Mr. 
secretary, who offers to lend it me. Go tothe dean's, 
sirrahs. 

IT, Bemage was with me again to day, and is in 
great fear, and so was I ; but this afternoon at lord 
treasurer's, where I dined, my brother George 
GranviHe, secretary ftt war, after keeping me a while 
in suspense^! told mi^, that Dr. Arbutlinot bad-waved 
the business,: becal.))^ he would not wrong a friend of 
mine ; that his brother is tb be lieutenant, and Ber- 
nage is made a captain. I called at his lotiging, and 
the soldier's coffeehouse, to put him out of pain, bat 
cannot find him ; so I have left word, and shall see 
him to morrow morning, I suppose. Bernage is 
now easy ( he has ten shillings a day, beeide lawful 
cheating. However, he g^ves a private sum Jo his 
colonel ; but it is very cheap : his colonel loves him 
well, but is-surprised to see him have so many friends. 
So he is now quite off my hands. — I left the company 
early to night at lord treasurer's; but the secretary 
followed me, to desire I would go with him to W — . 
Mr. Lewis'* man came in before I could finish that 
word beginning with a W, which ought to be Wind- 
sor, and brought me a very handsome rallying letter 
from Dr. Arbuthnot, to tell me, he had, in com- 
pliance to me, given up his brother's pretensions in 
fovour of Bemage this very morning ; that the queen 

h^d, 
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had spoken to Mr. Granville to make the company 
easy io the other's having the captainship. Whether 
they have done it to oblige me or no, I must own it 
so. He says, he this very morning begged hor 
majesty to give Mr. Bemage the company. I am 
mighty well pleased to have succeeded so well ; but 
you will think me tedious, although you like the man 
as I think. 

Windsor, 28. I came here a day sooner than or- 
dinary, at Mr. secretary's desire, and supped with 
him and Prior, and two private minist-ers from 
France, and a French priest. I know not the two 
ministers names; but they ^re come about the 
peace. The names the secretary, call^ them, I 
■suppose vrere feigned ; they wnere.good rational men. 
We have already settled all things with France, and 
very much to the hbnour and advantage of England ; 
and the queen is in mighty good humour. All this 
news is a, mighty secret ; the people in general know 
that a peace is forwarding; The earl o( Strafford is 
to go soon to Holland, and let them know what we 
have been doing:- Mid then there will be the devU 
and all to pay ; but we'll make them swallow it with 
a pox. The French ministers staid with us till cHie, 
and the secretary and I sat up talking till two ; so 
you will own 'tis late, sirrahs, and time for your lit- 
tle sausy Presto to go to bed and sleep adazy; and 
God bless poor little MD : I hope they are now fast 
isleep ai>d dreaming of Presto, 

ig. Lord treasurer came to night, ^ usual, at half 

an hour after eight, as dark as pitch. I am wearyof 

chiding him ; so I commended him for observing his 

friends advice, and coming 80 early, &c. I was two 

4 hours 
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hours with lady Oglethorpe to night, and then slipped 
with lord treasurer, after dining at the green cloth : 
I staid till two ; this is the effect of lord treasurer 
hetnghere; I must sup with him, and he keeps 
cursed^hours. Lord keeper and the secretary were 
absent; they cannot sit up with him. This long sit- 
ting up makes the periods in my letters so short. I 
design to stay here all the next week, to be at leisure 
by myself, to finish something of weight I have upon 
my hands, and which must soon be done. I shall 
then think of returning to Ireland, if these people 
will let me; and I know nothing else they have for 
me to do. I gave Dr. Arbuthnot my thanks for his 
kindness to Bernage, whose commission is now 
signed. Methinks I long to know something of 
Stella's health, how it continues after Wexford 
wateffi. 

30. The queen was not at chapel to day, and all 
for the better, for we had a dunce to pi-each ; she 
has a little of the gout. I dined with my brother 
Masham and a moderate company, and would not 
go to lord treasurer's till after supper at eleven 
o'clock, and pretended I had mistaken the hour ; so 
I ate nothing : and a little after twelve the company 
broke up, the keeper and secretary refiising to stay^ 
so I saved this night's debauch. Prior went awny 
yesterday with his Frenchmen, and a thousand re- 
Jmrts are raised in this town. Some said, they knew 
ene to be the abb^ de Polignac; others swore it was 
the abb^ du Bois. The whigs are in a rage about the 
peace; but we'll wherret them, I warrant, boys. 
Go, go, go to the dean's, and don't mind politicks, 
young women, they are not good after the waters ; 

they 



140 swift's jouhnal to stxlla^ 

they are stark naught: they strike up into the 
head. Go, get two black aces, and fish for a ma- 
nilio. 

Oct. I. Sir John Walters, an honest drunken fel- 
low, is now in waiting, and invited me to the green 
cloth to day, that he might not be behind hand with 
colonel Godfrey, who is a whig. I was engaged to 
the mayor's feast with Mr. Masham ; but waiting to 
take leave of lord treasurer, I came too late, and so 
returned sneaking to the green cloth, and did not 
see my lord treasurer neither ; but was resolved not 
to lose two dinners for him. I took leave to day of 
my friend and solicitor lord Rivers, who is commanded 
by the queen to set out for Hanover on Thursday. 
The secretary does not go to town till to-morrow : he 
and I and two friends more drank a sober bottle of 
wine here at home, and parted at twelve; he goes by 
seven to morrow morning, se I shall not see him. I 
have power over his cellar in his absence, and make 
little use of it. Lord Dartmouth and my friend 
Lewis stay here this week ; but I can never work out 
a dinner from Dartmouth, ■ Masham has promised to 
provide for me : I squired his lady out of her chaise 
to day, and must visit her in a day or two. So you 
have had a long fit of the finest weather in the 
world ; but I am every day in pain that it will go off. 
I have done no business to day : I am very idle. 

2. My friend Lewis and I, to avoid over much 
eating, and great tables, dined with honest Jemmy 
Eckershall,' clerk of the kitchen now in waiting; 
and I bespoke my dinner : but the cur had your 
acquaintance Lovet, the gentleman porter, to be 
our company : Lovet, towanl the end of dinner, 

after 
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after twenty wrigglings, said, " he had the honour 
to see me formerly at Moor park, and thought he 
remembered my face ;" I said, '* I thought I remem- 
bered him, and was glad to see htm," &c. ; and I 
escaped for that jnuch, for he was very pert. It has 
rained all this day, and I doubt all our good weather 
is gone. I have been very idle this afternoon, playing 
at twelvepenny picquet with liewis. I won seven 
shillings, which is the only money I won this year ; 
I have not played above four times, and I think al- 
ways at Windsor. Cards are very dear, there is a 
duty on them of sixpence a peck, which spoils small 
gamesters. 

3 . Mr. Masham sent this morning to desire I would 
ride out with him, the weather growing again very 
fine; Iwas very busy, and sent myexcuses; but desired 
he would provide me a dinner : I dined with him, his 
lady, and her sister, Mrs. Hill, who invites, us to 
morrow to dine with her, and we are to ride out in 
the morning. I sat with lady Oglethorpe till eight 
this evening, then was going home to write ; looked 
about for the woman that keeps the key of the house : 
die told me Patrick had it. I cooled my^heels in the 
cloisters till nine, then went in to the musick meet- 
ing, where I had been often deaired to go ; but was 
weary in half an hour of their fine stuJF*, and stole 
out so privately that every body saw me ; and cooled 
my heels in the cloisters again till after ten : then 
came in Patrick. I went up, shut the chamber door, 
and gave him two or three swinging cuflfe'pn the ear, 
and I have strained the thumb of my left hand with 

* 3wif), like lome others, rather hated thau loved musick. D. S. 
pulling 

- n,<i,-=-ii,Gl.H)'.^lc 
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pulling him, which I did not feet until he was gone. 
He was plaguily afraid and humbled. 

4. It was the finest day in the world, and we got 
out before eleven, a noble caravan of us. The 
duchess of Shrewsbury in her own chaise with one 
horse, and miss Toucbet with her ; Mrs. Masham 
and Mrs. Scarborow, one of the dressers, ir^ one of 
the queen's chaises : miss Forester and miss Scar- 
borow, two maids of honour, and Mrs. Hill on 
horseback. The duke of Shrewsbury, Mr. Masham, 
George Fielding, Arbuthriotand I pn horseback too. 
Mrs. Hill's horse was hired for miss Scarborow, buit 
she took it in civility, her own horse was galled and 
could not be rid, . but kicked and winced : the hired 
horse was not worth eighteen pe,noe. X borrowed 
coat, boots, and horse, and in short we had all the 
difficulties, and more than we used to have in mak- 
ing a party from Trim to.Longfield's *. My coat 
was light camlet, 'faced wltli red velvet, and silver 
buttons. We rode in the great park and the forest 
about a dozen miles, and the duchess and I had 
much conversation ; we got home by two, and Mr. 
Masham, his lady, Arbuthnot and I dined with 
Mrs. Hill. ArbuUmot made us all melancholy, by 
some symptoms of bloody urine : he expects a cruel 
iit of the stone in twelve hours ; he says he is never 
mistaken, and he appears like a man that is to be 
racked to morrow. I cannot but hope it will not 
be so bad ; he is a perfectly honest man, and one I 
have muoh obligation to. It rained a little this 
afternoon, and grew fair again. Lady Oglethorp 

* Mr. Longfield lived at Kiltibridc, about four miles from 
Trim. D. S. 

sent 
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lent to speak to me, and it was to let nie know that 
lady Rochester desires she and I maybe better ae- 
quainted. Tis a little too late ; for I am not now in 
love with lady Rochester : they shame me out of her, 
because she is old. Arbuthnot says, he hopes my 
strained thumb is not the gout ; for he has often 
found people so mistaken. I do not remember the 
particular thing that gave it me, only I had it just 
after beating Patrick, and now it is better : so I be- 
lieve he is mistaken. 

5. The duchess of Shrewsbury sent to invite me 
to dinner; but I was abroad last night when her 
servant came, and this morning I sent my excuses, 
because I was engaged, which I was sorry for. Mrs. 
Forester taxed me yesterday about the *' History of 
the Maids of Honour ;" but I told her fairly it was 
no jest of mine ; for I found they did not relish it 
altogether well : and I have enough already of a 
quarrel with that brute sir John Walters, who has 
been railing at me in all companies ever since I 
dined with him ; that I abused the queen's meat 
and drink, and s^d nothing af the table was^ood, 

and all a d d lie ; for after dinner, commending 

the wine, I said, " I thought it was something 
small." You would wonder how all my friends 
laugh at this quarrel. It will be such a jest for the 

keeper, treasurer, and secretary. 1 dined with 

honest colonel Godfrey, took a good walk of an 
hour on the terrace, and then came up to study ; 
but it grows bloody cold, and I have no waistcoat 
here. ' . ~ 

6. I never dined witii the chaplains till to day ; 
but my friend Gastrel and tlie dean of Rochester 

had 



had often invited me, and I i^peaed to be dis- 
engaged: it 13 the' worst provided table at court. 
We ate on pewter : every chaplain, when he is made 
a dean, gives a piece of plate^ and so they have 
got a little *, some of it very oId< Ope. who was 
made dean of Peterborow (a small deanery) said, he 
be would give no plate ; he was only dean of i*«o- 
Urhorow. The news of Mr. Hill's miscarriage in 
bis expedition came to day, and I went to visit Mrs< 
Masham • and Mrs. Hill, his two sisters, to condole 
with them., I advised them by all means to go to 
the musick meeting to night, to show they were not 
cast down, &c. and they thought my advice was 
right, and went I doubt Mr. Hill and his admiral 
made wrong steps j however we lay il all to a storm, 
&c. I sat with the secretary at supper ; then we both 
went to lord treasurer's supper, and sat till twelve* 
The secretary is much mortified about Hill ; because 
this expedition was of his contriving, aqd he counted 
mu(^ upon it ; but lord treasurer was just as merry 
as usual, and old laughing at sir John Walters and 
me falling out. I said, nothing grieved me, but that 
I thought I was not obliged to govern bears, though 
J governed men. They promise to be as obedient as 
ever, and so we laughed ; — ^and so I go to bed ; for it 
is colder still, and you have a fire now, and are at. 
cards at liome. 

7. Lord Harley and I dined privately to day with 
Mrs. Masham and Mrs. Hill, and my brother Ma- 
sham. I saw lord Halifax at court, and we joined 
and talked, and the duchess of Shrewsbury came up 

'This good old custom is still observed } uid there b now k 

^tty haudiiome Block of ptate. N. 

and 
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and reproached me for not dining with her : I said, 
*' That was not sb soon done ; for I expected more 
advances from ladies, espedally duchesses." She 
promised to comply with aily demands I pleased ; 
and I agreed to dine with her to morrow, if I did 
not go to London too soon, as I believe I shall be- 
fore dinner. , Lady Oglethorp brought me and" the 
duchess of Hamilton together to day in the drawing- 
room, and I have given her some encouragement, 
but not much. Every body has been teazing Wal- 
ters- He told lord treasurer " that he took his 
company from him that were to dine with him." My 
lord said, " I will send you Dr. Swift." Lord keeper 
bid him " take care what he did ;. for," said he, " Dr. 
Swift is not only all our favourite, but our governor.'* 
The old company supped with locd treasurer, and got 
away by twelve. 

London, 8. I believe I shall go no more to Wind- - 
sor ; for we expect the queen will come in ten days 
to Hampton court. It was frost lastnight, and cruel 
cold to day. I could not dine with the duchess ; for 
I left Windsor half an hour after one with lord trea- 
surer, and we called at Kensington, where Mrs. Ma> 
sham was got to see her children for two days. Idined, 
or rather supped with lord treasurer, and staid till 
after ten. Tisdall and his family are gone from 
hence, upon some wrangle with the family. Yester- 
day I had two letters brought me to Mr. Masham's j 
one from Ford, and t'other from our little MD, N*. 
21. I would not tell you tilt to-day, because I wouM 
not. I won't answer it till the next, because I slipped 
two days by being at Windsor, which I must recover 
here. Well, sitrahs, I must go to sleep. The roadai 

VOL. XV. . L were 
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. vera as dry as at Midsummer to day. Iliis letter 
tka\\ go to morrow. 

Q. Morning. It rains hard this morning : I sup- 
pose our fair weather is now at an end. I think I'll 

. put on my wfustcoat to day : shall I ? Well, I will 

. theu, to please MD. I think, of dining at home io 
day upon a chop and a pot The town continues yet 
very thin. Lord Strafford is gone to Nollaod to tell 

. tiiem what we have done here toward a peace. We 
shall soon bear what the Dutch say,, and how th^ 
take it. My humble service to Mrs. Walls, ftlrs. 
StoyteandCatherine. — Morrow, dearest sirnihs, and 
&reneU ; and God Almighty bless MD, poor little, 
dear MD, for so I mean, and Presto too. Til writ^ 
to you again to night, that is, FU b^in my next let- 
ter. Farewell, Sec 

This little bit belongs to MD ; we must always 
write on the margio • : you aresaucy rogjaes. 



LETTER XXXII. 

IiONDON, OCT. 9, 1711, 

A WAS forced to lie down at twelve to day, and 
mend my night's sleep : I slept till after two, and 
then sent for a bit of mutton and pot of ale from the 

.. * This happeni to be the only single line written upon the nwr- 
^n of any of his joumsb. By some accident there was a mar- 
gin about as broad ai the back of a niorj and therefore he mad« 
liiis use of it. 

- ■ next 
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'next cook's shop, and had no atoiflach. I went out 
at four, and called to see Kddy Floyd, which I had 
riot done these three months : she is something 
marked, but has recovered lier complesion quite, and 
looks very well. Then I sat the evening with Mrs. 
Vanhomrigh, and drank coffee, and ate an egg. I 
Hkewise toc^ a new lodging to day, not liking a grouAd 
floor, nor the ill smell, and other circumstances. I 
lodge, or shall lodge, by Leicester fields, and pay ten 
shillings a week ; that wbiit hold out long, faith. I 
shall lie here but onie night more. It rained terribly 
till one o'clock to day. 1 lie, fot I shall He here two 
nights, till Thursday, and then remove.' Did I tell 
-you that, my friend Mrs; Barton has a brother 
d^o^vned, that went on the expedition with Jack Hill ? 
He was a lieutenant colonel, and a coxcomb; and 
'she keeps her chambet inform, and the servants say, 
" she receives no messages." — Answer MD's letter. 
Presto, d'ye hear ? No, says Presto, I won't yet, Fm 
busy: }'ou're a saucy rogiie. Who talks? 

lO. It cost me two shillings in coach-hire to dine 
in the city with a pr'mter. I have sent, andcaused 
■to be sent, three pamphlets out in a fortnight. I will 
ply the rogues warm, and whenever any thing of 
theirs makes a noise, it shall have an answer. I have 
instructed an under spur-leather to. write so, that it 
is taken for mine. A rogue that writes a newspaper 
called " The Protestant Post Boy," has reflected on 
me in one of his papftrs ; but the secretary has taken 
him up, and he shall have a squeeze extraordirtary. 
Re says, that "an ambitious tantivy, missing of his 
towering hopes of preferment in Ireland, is come 
over to vent his spleen on the late ministry," &c. I'll 
tantiii/ him with a vengeance. I sat the evening at 
1.2 hoKie, 
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home, and am very busy, and can hardly find 
time to write, unless it were to MD. I am in furious 
haste. 

1 1 . I dined to day with lord treasurer, Thursdays 
are noyr his days when his choice company comes, 
but we are too much multiplied. George Granville 
>erit his excuses upon being ill; I hear he appre- 
hends the apoplexy, which would grieve me much. 
Lord treasurer calls Prior nothing but Monsieur 
Baudrier, which was the feigned name of the French- 
.inan that writ his journey to Paris. They pretend 
to suspect me ; so I talk freely qf it, and put them 
out of their play. Ixird treasurer palls me now 
.Dr. Martin, because martin* is a sort of swallow, 
and so is a swift. When he and I came last Mon- 
day from Windsor, we were reading all the signs ■f- 
on the road. He is a pure trifler ; tell the bishop 
of Clogher so. I made him make two lines in verse 
for the Bell and Dragon, and they were rare bad 
ones. I suppose Dilly is with you by this time: 
what could his reason be of leaving London, and not 
owning it? Twas plaguy silly. I believe his natural 
inconstancy made him weary ; I think he is the king 
of inconstancy. I staid with lord treasurer till ten ; 
we had five lords and three commoners. Gro to 
ombre, sirrahs. 

* From this pleasantry of Lord Oxford, tlie appellarive 
Martinus SerihUrat took its rise. D. S. 

t See Swift's imitation* of Horacej lib.ii. sat. 6, vol XVI. p. 
157, where f»c gives an account of what sort of tattle euierlained 
my lord O.vford and bim upon the road lo Windsor ; and amonf 
other whims, how, as the chariot pa.ised along, 

" They gravely try'd to read the lines 

;* Writjinderaeatb the countr)' signs," D. S. 

12. Mrs. 
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12.' Mrs. Vanhomrigh has changed her lodging as 
well as I. She found she had got with a bawd, and 
removed : I dined with her to day j for though she 
boards, her landlady does not dine with her, I am 
grown a mighty lover of herrings; but they are 
much smaller here than with you. In theaftemoon 
I visited an old major general, and eat six oysters ; 
then sat an hour with Mrs. CoUedge, the joiner's 
daughter that was hanged; it was the joiner was 
hanged, and not his daughter ; with Thompson's 
wife, a magistrate. There was the famous Mrs. 
Floyd of Chester, who, I think, is the handsomest 
woman (except MD) that ever I saw. She told me, 
that twenty people had sent her the verses upon 
Biddy,* as meant to her : and. indeed, in point of 
handsomeness, she deserves them much better. I 
will not go to Windsor to morrow, and so I told ^:he 
secretary to day. 1 hate the thoughts of Saturday 
and Sunday suppers with lord treasurer. Jack Hill 
is come home from his unfortunate expedition, and 
is, I think, now at Windsor : I have not yet seen 
him. He is prirately blamed by his own friends for 
want of conduct. He called a council of war, and 
therein it was determined to come back. But they 
say, a gefieral should not do that, because the 
ofiicers will always give their opinion for returning, 
since the blame will not lie upon them, but the 
general : I pity him heartily ; fiernage received his 
commission to day. 

13. I dined to day with colonel Crowe, late gover- 
nor of Barbadoes ; he is a great acquaintance of your 
friend Sterne, to whom I trusted the box. Lord 

f Swift's Venw ou Biddy t%d, ii) vol. XVf- p. 64. N. 

treasurer 



150 SWIFT S JOURNAL TO 6TELL*.~ 

treasurer has refused Sterne's business ; ami I' doubt 
he is 9 rake ; Jemmy Leigh stays for him, and nobody 
knows where to find him. I am so busy now, i have 
hardly time to spare to write to our little MD ; but 
in ft fortnight I hope it will be over. I am going 
now to be busy, &c. 

14. I was going to dine with Dr. Cockbum, but 
sir Andrew Fountaine met me, and carried me to 
Mrs. Van's, where I drank the last bottle of Ray- 
mond's wine, admirable good, better than any 1 get 
among the ministry. I must pick up time to answer 
this letter of MD's, I'll do it in a day or two for 

certain. 1 am glad I am not at Windsor, for it is 

very cold, and I won't have a fire till November. ■ 
I am contriving how to stop up my grate with bricks. 
Patrick was drunk last night; but did not come to 
me, else I should have given him t'other caff. I sat' 
this evening with Mrs. Barton, it is tlie first day of 
her seeing company ; but I made her merry enough, 
and we were three hours disputing upon whig and 
toryC She grieved for her brother only for form, and 
he was a sad dog, Is Stella well enough to go to 
chijich, pray ? no numbings left ? no darkness in your 
, eyes? do you walk and exercise! Your exercise is . 

ombre. People are coming up to town ; the queen 

will be at Hampton court in a week. Lady Betty 
Germain, I hear, is come, and lord Pembroke is 
coming : his new wife is asbig with child as she can 
tumble. 

12. I sat at home till four this afternoon to day 
writing, and ate a rdl and butter ; then visited Will 
Congreve an hour or two, and sopped with lord 
treasurer, who came from Windsor to day, and 
brought prior with him. The queen has thanked 

Prior 

D,9,-7eabyGt)t.)^lf 
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Piior for his good service in France and promised td 
make him a cuinmisBioner of the customs. Several 
rf that coftinaission are to be out; among the rest, 
my friend sir Matthew Dud!^ ; i can do nothing 
for him, he is so hated by the ministry. Lord 
treasurer kept me till twelve, so I need not tell you it 
is now late. 

1 6. I dined to day with Mr. seeretary at Dr. 
Coteswbrth's, where he now lodges till his house be 
got ready in Golden square. One Boyer, a French 
dog, has abused me in a i^m^hlet, and I have got 
feim up in a messenger's hands : the secretary pro- 
Blisea me to swtnge him. Lord treasurer told me 
last night, *• that he had the honoar to be abused 
with me in b pamphlet." I must make ttiat rogue 
ffii example for warning tb others. I was to se4 
Jack Hill this morning, who made that anfortunatt 
expeditioH; and there is still ntorft misfortune ; ft* 
that ship which was admiral of t«s fleet is blow* 
up in the Thames*, by an accident end oarclesahess 
of some rogue, who was goingj as they thmk, to sjpal 
some gunpowder : five hurtdred meii are lost j wfc 
don't yet know the particulars. I an* ^t home by 
seven, and am going to be busyi and jtou are goin|: 
to play and supper : you live ten times happier thaii 
I : but I shoukl live ten times happier than you if I 
were with MD. I saw Jemmy Leigh to day in' thfe 
street, who tells me that Sten^ has- not- lain above 
once these three weieks in his lot^irtgs, and he doubts 
he takes iH courses ; he stays only till he can find 
iSterne to^ along with liim^ and beeanmrt hear df 

- • The ibdgnr muti or wtt^l, of 70 guns and *70 itwn, wa) blown 
u^ itt ^pithead, Oct, I5-; unilonfy «t(e man aa^ed. N. ^ 
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him. 1 begged him to inquire about the box when 
he comes to Cheater, which he promises. 

17. The secretary and I dined to day with briga- 
dier Britton, a great friend of his. The lady of the 
house is very gallant, ^ut thirty-five ; she is said 
to have a great deal of wit ; but I see nothing among 
any of them that equals MD by a bar's length, as 
hope saved. My lord treasurer is much out of order ; 
he has a sore throat, and the gfavel, and a pain in 
his breast where the wound was : pray Gtod preserve 
him. The queen comes to Hampton-court on 
Tuesday next ; people are coming fast to town, and I 
must answer MD's letter, which I can h^ly find 
time to do, though I aiji at home the greatest part 
of the day. Lady Betty Gfermain and I were dis- 
puting whig and tory to death this morning. She is 
grown very fat, and looks mighty well. Biddy Floyd 
was there, and she _ is, I think, very mucli spoiled 
with the smallpox. 

■ 18. Lord treasurer is still out of order, and that 
jirCaks our method of dining there to day. He is 
often subject to a sore throat, and some time or 
. other it will kill him, unless he takes more care than 
he is apt to do. It was said about the town, that 
,poor lord Peterborow was dead at Frankfort; but 
he is something better, and the queen is sending him 
to Italy, where I hope the warm climate will recover 
him : he has abundance of excellent qualities, and 
we love pn§ another mightily. I was this afternoon 
in the city, ate a bit of meat, and settled some 
things with Jtprintpf*, Iwill answer your letter on 

* Probably with Alorphetr, who was then publishing the 
fenuipevoluin^qf '^ AlisceUaaiei." I^, 

Saturday^, 
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Saturday, if possible, and then send away this ; so 
to fetch up the odd days 1^ lost at Windsor, and 
keep constant to my fortnight. Ombre time is now 
coming on, and we shall have nothing but Manley, 
and Walls, and Stoytes, and the dean. Have you 
, got no new,acquaintance? Poor girls; nobody knows 
MD's good "qualities. — 'Tis very cold ; but I will not 
havQ a fire till November, that's pozz. — Well, but 
coming home to night, I found on my table a letter 
from MD : faith I was angiy, that is with myself: 
and 'I was afraid too to see MD's hand so soon, ^ 
for fear of something, I don't know what : at last 
I opened it, and it was over well, and a bill for 
the two hundred guineas. However, 'tis a sad thing 
that this letter is not gone, nor your twenty-first 
answered yet, 

19. I was invited to day to dine with Mrs.-Van, 
with some company who did not come ; but I ate 
nothing but herrings : you must know I hardly ever 
eat of above one thing, and that the plainest ordi- 
nary meat at table , I love it best, and believe ■ it 
wholesomest. You love rarities; yes you do; I 
wish you had all that I eVer see where I go, 1 was 
coming home early, and met the secretary in his 
chair, who persuaded me to go with him to Britton's ; 
for he said, he had been all day at business, and 
had eaten nothing. So I went, and the time past so, 
that we staid till two, so you may believe 'tis late 
enough. 

20. This day has gone all wrong, by sitting up so 
late last night. Lord treasurer is not yet well, and 
can't go to Windsor. 1 dined with sir Matthew 
Dudley, and took occasion to hint to him that he 
\vould lose his employment, for which I am very 
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Borry. Lord Pembroke and his family are all COrtie 
to town. I was kept so long at a friend's this eveti^ 
ing, that I cannot send this to night. When t 
knocked at my lodgings, it feWovr asked me " wherft 
lodged Dr. Swift?** I to!d him, " I was the person.'' 
He gave me a tetter he twought from the secretary's 
office, and I gave him a shilling : when I came up, 
I saw nn^ey's hand : faith I was afraid, I do not 
know what. At last it was a formal letter from 
Dingley about her exchequer business. Well, I'll 
do it on Monday, and settle it with Tooke. And 
now, boys, for your letter, I mean the first, No. 31, 
Let's see j come out, little tetter~-I never had thk 
letter from the bishc^ that Raymond m^ntiobs \ 
but I have written to Ned Southwell, to desire the 
duke of Ormond to speak to his reverence that be 
may leave off his impertinence. What a pox can 
they think I am doing for the archbishop herb ? You 
have a pretty notion of me in Ireland, to make mt 

ftn agent fM- the archb»hop of Dublin. Why; 

do you think I value your people's ingratitiuie about 
my part in serving them } I remit them their first- 
fruiti of ingratitude, as freely as I got the othef 
remitted to them, ITiis lord treasnrer defers Writh- 
ing his letter to them, or else tl>ey would be plaguily 
confounded by this time. For, he designs to give 
the merit of it wholly to the queen and me, and t6 
let them know it was ftone before the duke of Or- 
pond was lord lieutenant. You visit, yoo dine 
abroad, you see friends; you pilgarlick ; you walk 
from Finglass, yoo a cat's foot, O Lerd-^Jady Gorft 
bung her child by the waist ; wh«t is that waist* j 

Idont 

• Witli great rcspuct to ' the doctor's ju'ltjmenti peHisps 
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I don't understand thai: word; he must hflOg on till 
you explain or. spell it.-— I don't believe be was 
pretty, that's a /mi. — Pish; bum your 'first-iruits; 
ag^n at it. Stella has isade twenty false spellings 
in her writing; I'll send them ito you all hack again 
on the other side of this letter, to m«nd them; I 
woii't miss one. Why ; I think there were seven- 
teen bishops names to the letter lord Oxford recdved. 
-—-I will send you some pamphlets by Leigh ; put m« in 
mind of it on Monday, for leliaH go then to the prin- 
ter; yes, and the " Miscellany." I am mightily obliged 
to Walls, but I don't deserve it by any usage of him 
Kere, having seen him but twice, and once enpgiianl. 
Mrs. Manly forsworn ombre! What; and no Mazing 
star appear? no monsters born? no whale thrown up} 
Have you not found out some .evasion for hw? ^ 
had no such regard to oatiis in her younger days.. I 
got the bocJts for nothing, madam Dingley j but the 
wine I got not; it was but a promise. — Yes, my l>ead 
is pretty well in the main, o«ly now and then a little 
threatening or so.— — ^You -talk of my reconciling 
some great folks. I tell you what. The secretary 
told me last night, " that he had fouiHl the reason 
why tiie queert was cold to him for some months past ; 
that a friend had told it him yettevdav, and it was, 
that they wispected he was at the bottom with the 
duke of Marlborough," Then he said, " he had re- 
Aected i^xm 9II I had spoken to him long ago; but he 
thought it l^ad been only my suspicion, and rny zeal 
and' kindness for him." I said, " I had reasoB to 

JStclla's orthography might be liefcnded against llie lyraDnv of iicr 
instructor; at least she ha; all the moriiTiis on ber side ; however, 
indeed, wa^t as well as waUt, is (i> be tnct uitli in Littleton'^ 
pictioiwry. U. S. . 

take 
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take that very ill, to imagine I knew so little of the 
world as to talk at a venture to a great minister; that 
I had gone between him and lord treasurer often, and 
told each of them what I had said to the other, and 
that I had informed him so before." He said all that 
you may imagine to excuse himself, and approve my 
conduct. I told him, " I knew all along, that this 
proceeding of mine was the surest way to send me 
back- to my willows.in Ireland; but that I regarded it 
not, provided I could tio the kingdom service in keep- 
ing them well together." I minded him '* how often 
i had told lord treasurer, lord keeper, and him to- 
gether, that all things depended on their union, and 
that my comfoit was to see them love one another; 
and I had told them all singly, that I had nut s^d 
this by chance," &c. He was in a rage to be thus 
suspected; swears " he will be upon a better foot, or 
none at all;" and I do not see how they can well want 
him in this juncture. I hope to find a way of settling , 
this matter. I act an honest part; that will bring me 
neither profit nor praise. MD must think the better 
of me for it: nobody else shall ever know of it. Here's 
politicks enough for once; but madam D. D. gave 
.me occasion for it. I think I told you I have got into 
lodgings that don't smell ill — O Lord! the spectacles; 
well, I'll do that on Monday too; although it goes 
against me to be employed for folka that neither you 
nor I care a groat for. Is the eight pounds fi-om 
Hawkshaw included in the thirty-nine pounds five 
shillings and twopence? How do I know by this 
how my account stands? Can't you write five or six 
lines to cast it up? * Mine is forty-four pounds per ' 
annum, and eight pounds from Hawkshaw make^ 
fifty-two pounds. Pray set it rightj and let me know; 
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you had best. — And so now I have answered N* 21, 
and 'tis iate, and I will answer N" 22 in my next: 
this cannot go to night, but shall on Tuesday: and 
so go to your play, and lose your money, with your 
two eggs a penny; silly jade: you witty? very pretty. 

21. Mrs. Van would have me dine with her again 
to day, and so I did, though lady Mountjoy had sent 
two or three times to have me see and dine with her, 
and she is a little body I love very well. My head 
has ached a little in the evenings these thi^ee or four 
days, but it is not of the giddy sort, so I do not much 
value it. I was to see lord Harley to day, but lord 
treasurer took physick, and I could not see him. He 
has voided much gravel, and is better, but not well ; 
he. talks of going on Tuesday to see the queen at 
Hampton court; I wish he may be able. I never 
saw so fine a summer day as this was: how is it with 
you pray? and can't you remember, naughty packs. 
I han't seen lord Pembroke yet. He will be sorry to 
miss Dilly: I wonder you say nothing of Dilly's being 
got to Ireland; if he be not there soon, I shall have 
some certain odd thoughts: guess them if you can. 

22. I dined in the city to day with Dr. Freind, at 
one of my printers*: I enquired for Leigh, but 
could not find him: 1 have forgot what sort of apron 
you want. I must rout among your letters, a needle 
in a bottle of hay. I gave Sterne directions, but 
where to find him lord knows. I have bespoken the 
spectacles; got a set of Examiners, and five pam- 
phlets, which I liave either written or contributed to; 
except the best, which is " The Vindication of the 

* This probably was Morphew, in distinction fi^oin Tooke, who 
was ibea his reij;ultir publislier. N. 

Duke 
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Duke of Marlborough;" and is Entirely of the mthot 
of the Atalantis. 1 haxe settled Dingley's a^i^ with 
Tooke, who has undertaken it, and understands it 
I hffvre bespoken a " Mistellany:" what would yon 
hnve me do more> It cost me a shilling coming home ; 
it nuns terribly, and did so in the morning. Lord 
treasurer hiia had an ill day, in much pain. He 
writes anddoea biisincsa in his chamber now he is ill: 
the mat! is bewUched': he diesires to see me, and I'll 
maul him, but he will not value it & rush.—— I 
am half weaty of them all. I often burst out into 
these tiioughtSj and will certainly steal away as soort 
as I decently can. I have many friends, and many 
enemies; and the last are more constant in that 
IWture. I have no shuddering at all to think of re- 
tiring tto my old circumstances, if you can be easyj 
hat I will alwa)B live in Ireland as I did the last time; 
J *ill not hunt for dinners there: nor converse, with 
more th:ui a very few. 

aSk Morljing. This goes to day, and shall be 
8eal*i by and by- Lord treasurer takes physick again 
to day ; I believe I shall dine with lord Dupplid. Mr^ 
ToiAe' brought me a letter directed for me at Mbr- 
phew's the bookseller. I Buppose, by the postage, 
it came from Ireland; it is a woman's hand, and seems 
false spelt on purpose; it is in such sort of verse as 
Harris's petition* ; rallies me for writing merry things, 
and not upon divinity; and is like the subject of the 
archbisliop's last letter, as I told you. Can you guess 
whom it came from? it is not ill written ; pray find it 
out; there is a Latin verse at the end of it all rightly 
spelt J yet the English, as I think, affectedly wrong 

* Sco ilie petition of Frances llaTris, in vol. XVI. p. 48, N, 

in 
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in mmy. places.— My plaguing time is coming. A 
ywng fctllow bought me a letter from judge Copte, 
wi0i ceooimnendation to be a lieutenant of a man of 
var. He is the son of one Ecblin, who was minister 
:oi BeUast before Tisdall> and I have got some other 
new customers; but I shall trouble my frieuds as little 
as pssible. Saucy Stella used to jeer me for meddling 
with other folk's affairs : but now I am punished for 

it. Patrick has brought the candle, and I have no 

more room. Farewell, &c. &c. 

Here is a full and true Account of Stella's 
new Spelling. 

' Plaguely, Plaguily*. 

Dineing, Dining. 

Straingers, Strangers. 

Chats, Chase-|-. 

H^aist, Wast. 

Houer, Hour. 

Immagin, I^iagine. 

A bout, .......... About. 

Intellegertce, Intelligence. 

jiboundance, Abundance. 

Merrit, Merit. 

Secreet, ....... ^ . . Secret. ' 

Pkamphleu, ...... Pamphlets. 

Bussiness, Business. 

Tell me truly, sirrah, how many of these are mis- 
takes of the pen^ and how many are you to answer 

* This column of words, as they are corrected, is in Stelta'c 
iiand. D. S. 

t Yei here is one word still i)ils« spelt. D. Si 

for 
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for as real ill spelling? There are but fourteen j I 
■ said twenty by guess. You must not be angry, for 
I will have you spell right, let the world go how it 
will. Though after all, there is but a mistake of one 
letter in any of these words. I allow you henceforth 
but six felse spdlings in every letter you send me. 



LETTER XXXIII. 

LOJIDON, OCT. 23, 'l?!!. 

1 DINED with lord Dupplin, as I toid you I would, 
and put my thirty-second into the postoffice my own 
self; and I believe there has not been one moment 
since we parted, wherein a letter was not upon the 
road going or coming to or from P MD*. If the 
queen knew it, she would give us a pension; for it is 
we bring good luck to their postboys and their 
packets: else they would break their necks and sink. 
But an old saying and a true one; 

Be it snow or slorm, or hati, 

PMD'* k'tters never fail: 

Cross winds may somelimes make them farrj; " 

Bot PMD's leUers can't miscarry. 

Terrible rain to day, but it cleared up at night enough 
to. save my twelvepence coming home. Lord trea- 
surer is much better this evening, I hate to have 

* TUl is, Pi'c!to and MD. D. S. 

him 
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Ilim ill> he is SO confoundedly careless. I won't answer 
yoar letter yet, so be satisfied. 
; 24. I called at lord treasurer's to day at noon ; he 
was eating some broth in his bedchamber, undressed, 
with a thousand papers about him. He has a little 
fever upon him^ andhis eye terribly bloodshot; yet 
he dressed himself and went out to the treasury. He 
told me, " he had a letter from a lady with a com- 
plaint against mes" it was from Mrs, Cults, a sister 
of lord Cutis who writ to him " that I had abused 
her brother:" you remember the Salamander*, it is 
printed in the " Miscellany." I told my lord that I 
would never regard complaints, and that I expected 
whenever he received any against^ me, he would im- 
mediately put them into the fire, and forget them, 

else I should have no quiet. I had a little turn in 

fny head this morning; which though it did not last 
above a moment, yet being of the true sort, has made 
me as weak as a dog all this day. Tis the 6rst I have 
had this half year. I shall take my pills if I hear of 
it again. I dined at lady Mountjoy's with Harry 
Coote, and I went to see lord Pembroke upon his 
coming to town. — The whig party are filrious against 
a peace, and every day some ballad comes out re- 
flecting on the ministry on thataccount. The secre- 
tary St. John has seized on a dozen booksellers and 
publishers, into his messengers hands. Stime. of the 
foreign ministers have published the preliminaries- 
agreed on here between France and England, and 
people rail- at them as insufficient to treat a peace 
upon; but the secret is, that the French have agreed 
to articles much more important, which our ministers 
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have not eommuoicatfid, uid ttit; people, who think 
they know all, are discontented that there is i» lAore. 
'Hiis was an inconvenience I foretold to the secretary > 
but we could contrive no way to fence against it. S6 
there IB politictsTor you. 

25. The queen is at Hampton courts she went on 
Tuesday in that terrible rain. I dined with Lewis at 
his lodgings, to dispatch some business we had. I 
sent this morning and evening to lord treasurer, and 
he is much u-orse by gcHng out; I am in pain about 
evening. He has sent for Dr. Radcliffe; pray Gtod 
preserve him. The chwicellor of the exchequer 
showed ine to day a ballad in matiuscript against loid 
treasurer and his South Sea project; it is very sharply 
written: if it be not printed, I vi-ill send it to you. If 
it be, it sliull go in your packet of pamphlets.— rl 
found out your letter about directions for the apron* 
and have ordered to be bought a cheap green silk wofk 
apron; I have it by heart. I sat this evening with 
Mrs. Barton, who is my near tteighbour. It was a 
delicious day, and I got my walk, and wes thinking 
whether MD was walking tooju^ at that time that 
Presto was. This paper does not cost me a far- 
thing, I have it from the secretary's office. 1 long 
till to morrow to know how my lord treasurer sleeps 
this night, and to liear he mends: we are all undone ' 
without him; so pray fat him, sirrahs, and don't stay 
too late at the deaa's. 

26. I dined with Mrs. Van; for the weather is so 
bad, and I am 60 busy, that I earmot dine with great 
folks: and besicks I dare eat but little, to keep my 
head in order, which is better. Lord tressurer is 
very iil, but I hope in no danger. We have no quiet , 
with the whigs, they are so violent against a peace; 

bat 
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but 111 cool tbetn with a vengeance, very soon. I have 
not heard fix)m the biahop of Ooglier, whether he has 
got hiE statues. I writ to him six weeks ago; he is 
•0 busy with his parliament, I won't answer your 
letter yet, say what you will, saucy ^rls. 

27. I forgot to go about some business this morn- 
ing, which cost me double the time; and I was forced 
to be at the secretary's office till four, and lose my 
dinner;, so I went to Mrs. Van's and made them get 
Bio three herrings, which I am very fond of, and 
they are a light victuals : besides, I was to have supped 
at lady Ashbumham's; but the drab did not call for 
us in her coach, as she promised, but sent for us, 
find BO I sent my excuses. It has been a terrible 
rainy -day, but so flattering in the morning, that I 
would needs go out in my new hat. I met Leigh and 
Sterne as I was going into the Park. Leigh says 
" he will go to Ireland in ten days, if he can get 
9terne to go with him }** so I will send him the things 
for MD, and I have desired him to inquire about the 
boi. I hate that Sterne for his carelessness about it; 
but it was my fault. 

29. I was all this terrible rainy ddy mth my friend 
Lewis upon business of importance; and I dined with 
him, and came home about seven, and thought I 
would amuse myself a little after the pains I had taken. 
I saw a volume of Congreve's plays in my room, that 
Patrick had taken to read ; and I looked into it, and 
in mere loitering read in it till twelve, like an owl and 
a ibol: if ever I do so again; never saw the like. 
Count Gallas. the emperor's envoy, you will heaf is in 
disgrace with us: the queen has ordered her ministers 
to have no more commerce with him; the reason i^ 
the fool writ a rude letter to lord Dartmouth, secretaj^ 
M 2 of 
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of state, complaining of our proceedings about i 
peace ; and he is always in close confidence mth lord 
Wharton, and Sunderland, and others of the late 
ministry. I believe you begin to think there will be 
no peaces the whigs are-sure it cannot be, and Stocks 
are fallen again. But I am coniident there will, un- 
less France plays us tricks; and you may venture a 
wager with any of your whig acquaintaRce, that we 
shall not have another campaign. You will get more 
by it than by ombre, sirrah. — I let slip telling you 
yesterday's journal, which I thought to have done 
this morning, but blundered. I dined yesterday at 
Harry Coote's with lord Hatton, Mr. Finch, a son 
of lord Nottingham, and sir Andrew Fountaine. I 
left them soon; but hear they staid till two in the 
morning, and were all drunk; and so good ntght (or 
last night, and good night for to night. You blun- 
dering goosecap, an't you ashamed to blunder to 
young ladies ? I shall have a fire in three or four days, 
now, oh, ho. 

31.1 was to day in the city concerting some tlungs 
with a printer, and am to be to morrow idl day busj 
with Mr. secretary about the same*. ■ I won't tell 
you now; but the ministers reckon it Will do abun- 
dance of good, and open ihe eyes of the nation, who 
are half bewitched against a peace. Few of this ge- 
neration can remember any thing but war and taxes, 
and they think it is as it should be; whereas 'tis cer- 
tdn we are the most undone people in Europe, as I 
am afraid I shall make appear beyond all ccmtradiction. 
But I forgot; I won't tell you what I will do, nor 

• This was " The Conduct ^of the Allies ;" See the Journal 
«f the nhote of the following month. It was publiibed Nov. 

ar.N 
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n^at I will not do: so let me alone, and go to Stoyt^ 
and give goody Stoyte and Catherine my humble ser- 
vice; I love goody Stoyte better than goody Walls. 
Who'll pay me for this green apron f I will have the 
money; it cost ten shillings and sixpence. I think 
it plaguy dear for a cheap thing; but they said that 
'* English silk will cockle," and I know not what 
You have the making in the bargain. Tis right 
Italian: I have sent it and the pamphlets to Leigh, 
and wit] send the " Miscellanies," and spectacles in 
3 day or two. I would send more; but feith I am 
plaguy poor at present. 

3 1 . The devil's in thi^ secretary ; when I went this 
morning he had people with him ; but says he, we 
are to dine with Prior to day, and then will do all 
our business in the afternoon: at two Prior sends, 
word, he is otherwise engaged; then the secretary 
and I go and dine with Brigadier Britton, sit till eight, 
grow merry, ijo business done; he is in haste to see 
lady Jersey, we part, and appoint no time to meet 
again. This is the fault of all the present ministers^ ■ 
teasing me to death for my assistance, laying the ' 
whoie^weight of their aifairs upon it, yet slipping 
opportunities. Lord treasurer mends every day 
though slowly: I hope he will take care of himself. 
Pray, will you send to Parvisol to send me a bill of 
twenty pounds as soon as he can, for I want money, 
I must have money; I will have money, sirrahs. 

Nov. 1. I went to day into the city to settle sonre 
business with Stratford, and to dine with him; but 
he was engaged, and I was so angry I would not dine 
with any other merchant, but went to my printer, 
and ate a bit, and did business of mischief with him, 
and I shall have the spectecles and " Mist^llan/* 
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to morrow, and leave them with Leigh, A €no 
day always makes me go into the city, if I can ^are 
time, because it is exercise ; and that does me more 
good than &ny thing. I have heard nothing since 
of my head, but a iitUe, I don't know how, some- 
times ; but I am very temperate, especially now the 
treasurer is ill, and the ministers often at Hamp* 
ton court, and the secretary not yet fixed in his 
bouse, and I hate dining with many of my old ac- 
quaintance. Here has been a fellow discovered go- 
ing out of the East India house with dxteen thou - 
sand pounds in money and bills ; he would have 
escaped, if he had not been so uneasy with thirst, 
that he stole out before his time, and was caught. 
But what is that to MD ? I wish we had the money, 
provided the East India Coijipany was never the 
worse ; you know we must not covet, &c, Our 
vreather, lor this fortnight p3$t, is chequered, a iair 
and a rainy day j this was very fine, and I have 
walked four miles, wish MD would do so, lazy slut- 
tikins, . 

2. It has rained all day with a continuendo, and I 
went in a chair to dine with Mrs. Van ; always there 
in a very rainy day. But I madea shift to come back 
afoot. I live a very retired life, pay very few visits, 
and keep but very little company; I reed no news- 
papers. I am sorry I sent you the " Examiner;*' for 
the prints* is going to print tbcm in a small volume: 
it seems the author is too proud to have them printed 
by subscription, though, his friends offered, they Say, 
to make it worth five handrail pounds to him. The 
" Spectators" are likewise printing in a larger and 
smaller volume : if I believe they are going to leave 
them of^ and indeed people grow weary of tliem. 
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though they are often prettily written. We have had 
no newa for me to send you now toward the end of 
my letter. The queen has the gout a little ; I hoped 
the lord tretsurer would have had it too ; but Rad-> 
cKfle told me yesterday it was the rheumatism in his 
Imee and foot } however he mends, and I hope will 
be abroad in a short time. I am told they design giv- 
ing away several employments before the parliament 
•its, which will ke the thirteendi instant. I eitherdo 
not like, or do not understand this policy ; and if lord 
treasurer does not metid soon, they must give them 
just before the sessions. But he is the greatest pro~ 
craaUnator in the world. 

3. A Jfine, day this, and I walked a pretty deal ; I 
Btuffed the secretary's pockets with papers, which 
he must read and settle at Hampton court, where 
he went to day, and stays some time. They have 
no lodgings for me there, so I can't go; for the 
town is small, chargeable, and inconvenient. I^ord 
treamrer bad. a very ill ntght last night, with much 
pain in his knee and foot, but is easier to day. — 
And so I went to visit ft-ior, about some business, 
and so he was not w)tht% and so sir Andrew Foun- 
taine made me dine to day again with Mrs. Vui, 
and I came home soon, remembering this must go 
to night, and that I had a letter of MD^s to an- 
swer. O Lord, where is it ? let me see i so, so, here 
it is. You grudge writing so soon. Pox on that 
bill t the woman would have me manage that money 
for her. I do not know what to do v/ith it now I 
have it. I am like the unprofitable steward in the 
Gospel ; I laid it up in a napkin ; there thou hast 
n^at is thine own, &c. Well, w^l, I know of your 

new 
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new mayor. (I'll |ell you a pun ; a fishraonget^ 
owed a man two crowns ; so he sent.him a piece of 
bad ling and a len'ch, and then said he was paid ; how 
is that now ? find it out ; for I won't tell it you : 
which of you finds it out ;) Well, but as I was say- 
ing, what care I for yoiir mayor ? I fancy Ford may 
■ tell Forbes right about my returning ta Ireland be- 
fore Christmas, or soon after. I am sorry you did 
not go on with your story about " Pray.Godyoube 
John !" I never heard it in my life, and wonder what 
it can be. — Ah, Stella, faith you leaned upon your 
Bible to think what to say when you writ that. Yes, 
that story of the secretary's making mean example is 
true ; " never heard it before ;" why how could you 
hear it ? is it possible to tell you the hundredth part 
of what passes in our companies here ? The secretary 
is as easy with me as Mr. Addison was. I have often 
thought what a splutter sir William Temple makes 
about "being secretary of state ; I think Mr. St. John - 
the greatest young man I ever knew ; wit, capacity, 
beauty, quickness of apprehension, .good: learning, 
and an excellent taste ; the best orator in the house 
of commons,' admirable conversation, good nature, 
and good manners i generous, and a despiser of mo- 
ney. His only fault is, talking to his friends in a way 
of complaint of too great a load of business, which 
looks a little i^ie affectation ; and he endeavours 
too much to mix the fine gentleman, and man of 
pleasure, with the man of business. What truth and 
sincerity he may have I know not; he is now but 
thirty-two, and has been secretary above a year. Is 
not all this extraordinary ? How he stands with the 
queen and lord treasurer I have . told you before. 

This 
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'This is -bis character; -and I believe you will be di- 
verted by knowing it. I writ to the archbishop of 
Dublin, bishop of Cloyne, and of Clogher together, 
five weeks ago from Windsor : I liope they had my 
letters; pray know if Clogher had his. — Fig for your 
physician and his advice, niadain Dingley ; if I 
grow worse, I will ; otherwise I will trust to tem- 
perance and exercise. Your fall of the leaf; what 
care I when the leaves fall ? I am sorry to see them 
&U with all tny heart ; but why should I take phy- 
sick because leaves fall off from trees? that won't 
hinder them from falling. If a man falls from 
a, horse, must I take physick for that ?— This argu- 
ing makes you mad ;, but it is true right reason, not 
to be disproved. — I am glad at heart to bear poor 
Stella is better. Use exercise, and walk ; spend 
- pattens, and spare potions; wear out clogs, and 
-waste claret. , Have you found out my pun of the 
fohmonger ? don't ' read a v^ord more till you have 
got it. And Stella .is handsome again, you say ? 
and is she fat? I have sent to Leigh the sf t of 
," Examiners." The first tlurteen were written by 
several hands> some good, some bad ; the next three 
and thirty were all by one hand, .that makes forty 
six * : then that author whoever he was, laid, it 
down on purpose to confound guessers ; and the last 

* In six or eight weeks after Swift became silent, the Esatniner 
was laid down, although revived again the December following, 
and continued to be a lively and spirited paper for two or three 
months, ^the writen> of it being supplied with hints frum' Mr. se- 
cretary Sl John and Dr. Swift. ' But the ministry having tlieo 
obtained tlieir ends in parliament, and the peace being in great 
forwardness, they suffered the Examinei to sink again into ob- 
tcaritj' and ilnlneiia. D. S, 
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six were written by a woman. Then there is " an 
account of Guiscard" by the same woman, but the 
fects sent by Presto. Then an '* Answer to the I^et- 
ter to the Lords about Greg," by Presto ; " Prior's 
Journey," by Presto ; " Vindication of the duke of 
Marlborough," entirety by the same woman. " Com- 
ment on Hare's Sermon,** by tjie same woman, only 
hints sent to the printer from Presto to give her. 
Then there's the " Miscellany," an apron for Stella> 
a pound of chocolate without sugar for Stella, a fine 
_ snufF-rasp of ivory, given me by Mrs. St. John for 
Dingley, and a large roll of tobacco, which she must 
hide or cut shorter out of modesty, and four pair of 
spectacles for the Lord knows nrfio. There's the 
cargo, I hope it will come safe. O, Mrs.Masham 
and I are very well ; we write to one another, but it 
is upon business ; I believe I told you so before : 
pray pardon my forgetfulness in these cases ; poor 
Presto can't help it. MD shall have the money as 
soon as Tooke gets it. And so I think I have an- 
swered all, and the paper is out, and now I haTe 
fetched up my week, and mil send you anotlier this 
day fortnight, — Why, -you rt^ues, two crowns make 
tenck-il-ling : you are so dull you could never have 
Ibund it out. Farewdl, hec. ficc. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

\ 

LONDON, NOV. 3, 1711. 

IVXY thirty-third lies now before me just finished, 
and I am going to seal and send it, so let me know 
whether you would have me add any thing ; I gave 
you my journal of this day ; and it is now nine at 
night, and I am going to be busy for an hour or 
two. 

4. I left a friend's house to day where I was 
invited, just when dinner was setting on, and pre- 
tended I was engaged, because I saw some fellows I 
did not know ; and went to sir Matthew Dudley's, 
where I had the same inconvenience, but he would 
not let me go ; otherwise I would have gone home, 
and sent for a slice of mutton and a pot of ale, rather 
than dine with persons unknown, as bad for aught X 
know, as your deans, parsons, and curates. Bad 
slabby weather to day. — Now methinks I write at 
ease, when I have no letter of MD's to answer. 
But I mistook and have got the Urge paper. The 
queen is Imd up with the gout at Hampton court ; 
she ia now seldom without it any long time toge- 
ther ; I fear it will wear her out in a very few years, ' 
I plainly find I have less twltchings about my toes 
since these ministers are sick and out of town, and 
that I don't dine with them. I would compound 
for a light easy gout to be perfectly well in my head. — 
Pray walk when the first frost comes, young ladies, go 
a frost-biting. It comes into my head, that from the 
very time you first went to Iieland I liave been al- 
ways 
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ways plying you to walk and read. The young fel- 
lows here have begun a kind of fashion, to walk, and 
many of them have got swinging strong shoes on 
j)urpose ; it has got as far as several young lords ; if 
it hold, it would be a very good thing. ILady Lucy 
and I are fallen out : she rails at me and I have left 
visiting her. 

5; MD was very troublesome to me last night in 
my sleep ; I was a dreamed, methought, that Stella 
was here : I asked her after Dingley, and she said,- 
she had left her in Ireland, because she designed her 
stay to be short, and such stuff. — Monsieur Pont- 
chartrain, the secretary of state in France, and mon- 
sieur Fontenelle, the secretary of the Royal Academy 
there (who writ the Dialogue des Moris, i^c.J have 
sent letters to lord Pembroke, " tbat the academy 
have, with the king's consent, chosen him one of 
their members, in the 'room of one vvhb is lately 
dead." But the cautious gentleman has given ne 
the letters to show my lord Dartmouth and Mr. St. 
John, bur two secretaries, and let them see there ii 
no treason in them ; which I will do on Wednesday,' 
when they come from Hampton court. The letters 
are very handsome, and it is a very great mark of 
honour and distinction to lord Pembroke. I hear 
the two French ministers are come over again about 
the peace ; but I have seen nobody of consequence 
to know the truth. I dined to day with a lady of 
my acquaintance, who was sick, in her bedchamber, 
upon three herrings and a chicken ; the dinner was 
my bespeaking. We beigin now to have chesnuts 
and Seville oranges ? have you the latter yet ? 
Twas a terrible windy day, and we had processions 
in carts of tlie pope and tije devil, and the butchers 



■WIFt's JPUBNAL TO STELLA. J75 

Tang their cleavers; you ktidw this is die fifth of 
November, popery and gunpowder. 

6. Since I am used to this way of writing, I fancy 
I could hardly make out a long letter to MD without 
it. I think I ought to allow ior every line taken 
up, by telling you where I dined ; but that will not 
be above seven lines in all, half a line to a dinner. 
Your Ingolsby is going over, and they, Kiy here, he 
is to be made a lord. — Here was I staying in my 
room till two .this afternoon for that puppy sir An- 
drew Fountaine, who was to go with me , into the 
dty, and never came ; and if I had not shot a dinner 
flying, with one Mr. Murray, I might have fasted, 
or gone to an alehouse. — ^You never said one word 
of goody Stoyte in your letter ; but I suppose these 
.winter nights we shall hear more of her. — Does the 
provost laugh as much as he used to do ? we reckon 
him here a good for nothing fellow. — I design to 
write to your dean one of these days, but I can never 
find time, nor what to say. I will think of something: 
bat if DD * were not in Ireland, I believe seriously I 
should not think of the place twice a year. Nothing 
thra^ ever makes the subject of talk in any company 
where I am. 

7. I went to day to the city on business ; but 
stopped at a printer's and staid there ; it was a most 
delicious day. I hear the parliament is to be pro- 
rogued for a fortnight longer ; I suppose, either be- 
cause the queen has the gout, or that lord treasurer 
is not well, or that they would do something more 
toward a peace. I called at lord treasurer's at noon, 
and sat a while with lord Harley, but his father was 

* Theie two ioiUftl letters include hoihStelk And Dingley. N, 
; ' 6 asleep. 

n,<j,-7=^-h,Gl.)».)^lf 
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•deep. A bookseller has reprinted or new titled b 
sennon of Tom Swift's • printed Ust year, and pub- 
hshee an advertisement calling it " Dr. Swiff s Ser- 
won." Some friend of lord Galway has, by hit di- 
rections, published a four shilling book about bis 
conduct in Spain ; to defend him i I have but jwt 
seen it. But what care you for books, exc^ 
Presto's Miscelltnies ? Leigh promised to call and 
tee me, but has not yet ; I hope he will take care of 
hia ctirgo, and get yo(ir Giester box. A mumun 
take that bo^'; every thing is spoiled that is in it 
How does thi' Etrong box do i you say nothing of 
Raymond;^ his wife brought to bed again;, or 
how? ha^^^ finished his hou«e } paid his debts; and 
put out Vhe rest of the money to i^e ? I am glad to 
hear poor Joe is like to get his two hundred poundf. 
I suppose Trim is now reduced to slavery again. I 
am glad of it 5 the people were as great rascals as the 
gentlemen. But I must go to bed, sirrahs. TTk 
secretary is still at Hampton court with my papen, 
or is come only to night. They plague me with at- 
tending them. 

8. I was with the secretary this morning, and we 
dined with Prior, and did business this afternoon till 
about eight, and I must alter and undo, and a clut- 

• A I'hank.tgiving Sermon, under tlie tille of " Noah'» Doit* 
■kT) Rxhurtaiiun to Pcac«, wt forlh in a Sermon, preached onth« 
seventh of NoverabcT I71O." In severn) passages of ihU Joumol 
he mentions that the lord treasurer, when he had a mind to rtx 
hit friend Jonathan, wontd Ciiti hJm, or introduce him 't« com- 
pany, by the name of " Dr. Thomas Hv^'i." Ai • clu« to this 
jealousy, or ditliks, let it be remembered, that Tom Swil^ hii 
" little parson-cousin," as the Dean styles him in a letter to 
W. IS. Tooke, June 2y, 1710, affected to be thought author of the 
" Tale of a Tub." N. 

ter; 
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ter ; I am glad the parliament ie prorogued. I staid 
with Prior till eleven ; the secretary left us at eight. 
Prior, I bdieve, will be oiie of those employed to 
make the peace, when, a congress is opened. Lord 
Ashburnham told to day at the coffeehouse, " that 
lord Harley was yesterday morning married to the 
duke of Newcastle's daughter, the great heiress •," 
and it got about all the town. But I saw lord Har- 
ley jTCsterday at noon in his nightgown, and he dined 
in the city with Prior and others; so it is not true: 
but I hope it will be so ; for I know, it has been pri- 
vately managing this long time * : the lady will not 
have h^ her father's estate ; for the duke left lord 
Pelham's son his heir ; the widow duchess will not 
itand to the wilt, and she is nqw at law with Pelham. 
.However, at worst, the girl will have about ten thou- 
sand pounds a year, to suj^rt the honour,: for lord 
treasurer will never save a groat for himself. Lord 
Harley is a very valuable young gentleman ; and they 
say the girt is handsome, and has good sense, but red 
faair. 

$. I designed a jaunt into the city to day to be 
merry, but was disappointed ; so one always is in 
this life ; and I oould not see lord Dartmouth to day, 
with whom I had some business. Business and plea- 
sure both disappointed. You can go to your dean, 
and for want of him goody Stoyte, or Walls, or 
Manley, and meet every where with cards and claret. 
I din^ privately wi^ a friend on a herring and 
chidieii, and half a flask of bad Florence. I begin 
to have fires now, when the mornings are cold ; I 

* TLe great end, lord Bolingbroke says, (J Hmrky's adminic 
trntion was lo marry his ^n to this lady ; which he accvm- 
(lished. N. 

have 
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have got some loose bricks at the back of my' grate - 
for good husbandry. Fine weather. Patrick tells 
me, *' my caps are wearing out ;" I know not how to 
get others. I want a necessary woman strangely ; I 
am as helpless as an elephant. — I had three packets 
from the archbishop of Dublin, cost me four shil- 
lings, all about Higgins, printed stuff, and two long 
letters. His people forgot to enclose them to Lewis; 
and they were only directed *' to Doctor Swift," with- 
out naming London or any thing else j I wonder hovr 
they reached me, unless the postmaster directed them. 
X have read all the trash, and am weary. 

10. Why ; if you must have it out, something iA 
to be published of great moment, and three or four 
great people are to see there are no mistakes in point 
of feet : and 'tis so troublesome -to send it amoiig 
them, and get their corrections, that I am weary as a 
dog. I dined to day with the printer, and was there 
all the afternoon ; and it plagues me, and there's an 
end, and what would you have ? Lady Dupplin, lord 
treasurer's daughter, is brought to bed of a son. 
Lord treasurer has had an ugly return of his gravel. 
Tis good for us to live in gravel pits, but not for 
gravel pits to live in us : a man in this case "should 
leave no stone unturned. Lord treasurer's sickness, 
the queen's gout, the forwarding the peace, occasion 
putting off the parliament a fortnight longer.' My 
head has had no ill returns. I had good walking to 
day in the city, and take all opportunities of it oil 
purpose for my health i but I can't walk in the park, 
because that is only: for walking sake, and loses 
time, so I mix it with business : I wish MD walked 
hah' as much as Presto. If I was with you, I'd 
make you walk ; I would walk behind or before you, 

»id 
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and you Khould have masks on, and be tucked up 
like any thing ; and Stella is naturally a stout walker, 
and carries herself firm, methinks I see her strut,' 
and step clever over a kennel ; and Dingley would 
do well enough if her petticoats were pinned up ; 
but she is so embroiled, and so fearful, and then 
Stella scolds, and Dingley stumblesj and is so dag- 
gled. Have you got the whalebone petticoats among 
you yet > I hate them ; a woman here may hide a 
moderate gallant under them. I^haw, what's all 
this Fm saying ? Methinks I'm talking to MD face 
to face. 

. 11. Did I tell you that old Prowde, the old fool, 
is selling his estate at Pepperhara, and is sculking 
about the town nobody knows where ^ and who do 
you think manages ail this for him, but that rogue 
.Child, the double squire of Farnham ? I have put 
Mrs. Masham, the qu«n's favourite, upon buying it; 
bul that is yet a great secret ; and I have employed 
lady Oglethorp to inquire about it. I was with lady 
.Oglethorp to day, who is come to town for a week 
or two, and to morrow J will see to hunt out the 
old fool ; he is utterly ruined, and at this present in 
some blind ally with some dirty wench. He has two 
SOTis that must starve, and he never gives them a far- 
thing. If Mrs. Masham buys the land, I will desire 
ner to get the queen to give some pension to the old 
fool, to keep him from absolutely starving. What 
do you meddle with other people's affairs for? says 
Stella. O, but Mr. Madiam and his wife are very ur- 
gent \vith me, since I first put them in the head of it. 
I dined with sir Matthew Dudley, who, 1 doubt, will 
soon lose his employment. 

. 12. I^ojining. I ara going to hujit out old Frowde, 
TOL. XV. . N and 
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and to do some business ift the city. I have not y*t 
called to Patrick to know whether it be fair. It h« 
been past dtc^ping these two days. Rainy wtather 
iitirts my pate and my pitrSe. He tells me 'tis rtry 
<tindy, and begins to look dark ; woe be to my shil- 
lings : an 6M Mying and a true ; " Few fillings, 
many shillings." If the day be dark, my pnrae will 
be ligkt. 

To my Enemies be this curaet 
A diiTk day and a Jight p«rac. 

And so I'll rise, and go to my fire, for Patrick 
rells me I have a fire ; yfet it is not shaving day, nor 
is the Weathei- celd ; this is too cxtrav^nt. What 
ts become of Dilly ? I 8Ut)posie you have him with 
yoa. Stella is just now showing a white leg, attd 
■putting it into the slipper.— Present my service to 
iier> and tell her I am engaged to the Dean ; and dfc- 
sire she Will come too : or, Kngley, can't yoa write 
ik note? This is Stella's morning dialogue; nt^ mom- 
Itig ;8fleech 5 mean.-— Morrow, sirr^ft, attd let me 
rise as well as you; butl promise you -Walls cant 
dine with the dean to day, for she rs to be at' Mrs. 
Pi-obv's jifst after dinner, and to go with Gracy 
Spelicer to the shops to buy a yard of muslin, and a 
silver lace for an under petticoat. Morrow again, 
sirrahs.— At night. 1 dined with Stratford iti the city, 
tut could not finish my affairs with him ; bot now t 
have resolved to buy five hundred pounds South Sea 
slo(^, \vhich will cost nVe three hundred ahd eiglity 
ready money ; iind I will miie use of the bill of s 
hundred pomrfs yon sent Wie, and tranS^rMrs. Walh 
over to Hawkshaw ; or, if dreiMikes ft, I willbof- 
jow »bundred poundsof theftcretary, and aepay her. 

Three 
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Tinta idiiinngs coodi Mre to dlay. I lave spoken to 
Frowde's brother, to get me the kwest price of the 
estate, to tell Mn. Masham. 

13. I dined [mvately nith a Iriend to day in the 
fieighbourtiood. Last Saturday night I came hcnn^ 
and the drab had jtut washed my room, and hty heci- 
chan^r was all wet> and I was Ibrced to go to bed 
in my own defence, and no fire : I was side on Sun- 
day, and now have got a swingeing cold. I scolded 
YAx a dog at Patrick, although he was out with me ; 
I detest washing of rooms : can't they wash them in 
a morning, and make a Sre^ and leave open the wui- 
dows i I slept not a wiilk lost night {at hawking and 
spitting : arid now every body ha» coMs^ Here'a A 
dattert I'll go to bed and sleep if I can. 

14. liady Mountjoy sent to me two days ago, so 
X dined with her to day, and in the evening went to 
«ee lord treasurer. I found Patrick had been just 
tiiere with a how Jye, end my lord had returned 
answer, that he desirad to see me. Mrs. Ma^am 
was Mnth him when I came ; and they are never dis- 
tudwd : 'tis well she is not very handsome t they sit 
i^one together settling the nation. I sat with lady 
Oxford, and stopped Mrs. Masham as she came out^ 
and toM her what progress I had made, 8ec and 
then went to brd treasurer ; he is very well, only 
nneasy at rising, or sitting, with somerheumatick 
pains in his thigh, and a foot weak. He showed me 
a smidi paper, sent by an unknown huid to one Mr. 
Cook, who sent it to my Tord: it was imtten in plain 
laige klters, thus ; 



** Tbuu^ G-— dTs-knife Hi int succeed} 
A F— — n*s jet way do tlw deed." 



And 
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And a little below, " Bum Uiis you dog," My lori 
has frequently such letters as these : once he showed 
me one, which was a virion describing a certtiin maOf 
his dress, his sword, and his countenance, itho was 
to murder my lord, And he told me, he saw a fellow 
in the chapel at Windsor widi a dress very Ufce it 
They often send him letters signed '* Your hoiablA 
servant. The Devil ;" and sudi stuff. I sat with him. 
till after ten, and have business to do. 

15. The secretary came yesterday to town from 
Hampton court, so I went to him early this morn- 
ing ;-buthe went back last night agsun: an4 coal- 
ing home to night I found .a letter, from him to teU 
me, " that fae was just come from Hampton court, 
and just returning, and will not be here till, Saturday 
night." A po3^ take him ; he stops all my business. 
I'll beg leave to come back when I have got Qver this ; 
and hope to see MDin Irdand soon tUter Christ- 
mas. — I'm weary of courts, and want my joutnies to 
Laracor; they did me more good than all the-minis- 
trifis- these twenty years. I dined to day in the city, 
but did no business as I designed. Lady Moun^oy 
tells me, that Dilly is got to Ireland, and that the 
archbishop of Dublin was the cause of his returning 
BO soon. The parliament was prorogu&j two days 
ago for a fortnight, which, with the queen's absence, 
mak^ the town very dull and empty. They tell me 
the duke of Ormond brings all the world away with 
him from Ireland. London has nothing so bad in it 
in winter, as your knots of Irish folks ; but I go to 
no coffeehouse, and so I seldom see them. This let- 
ter shall go on Saturday ; and then I am even with 
the world agun, I have lent money and cannot get 
it, and am forced to borrow for myself. 

la.M 



SWIFTS JODSKAL TO STBLLA. iSl 

1 6. My man made a blunder this morning, and' 
let up a visitor, when I had ordered to see nobody ; ' 
eo I waa forced to hurry a hang-dog instrument of 
mine into my bedchamber, and keep him cooling his 

heels there above an hour. ^I am going on f^rly 

in the common forms of a great cold ; I believe it 

will last me about tea days in all. 1 should have 

told you that in those two verses sent to lord trea- 
surer, the G d stands for Guiscard ; that is easy ; 

but we differed about F n ; I thought it was for 

Frenchman, because he hates them, and they him ; 
and so it would be, " That although Guiscard's 
knife missed its design, the kntfe of a Frenchman 
might yet do it." My lord . thinks it stands for 
Felton, the name of him that stabbed the first duke 
of Buckingham.— ^ir Andrew Fountaine and I dined 
with the Vans to day, and my cold made me loiter 
ail the evening. Stay, young women, don't you begin 
to owe me a letter ? just a month to day since I had 
youf N". 23. ril stay a week longer, and then HI 
expect like agog ; till then you may play at ombre, 
and so forth, as you please. The whigs are still cry- 
ing down oiir peace, but we will have it, I hope, in 
spite of them ; the emperor comes now with his two 
eggs a penny, and promises wonders to continue the 
war ; but it is too late ; only I hope the fear of it 
will serve to spur on the French to be easy and sin- 
cere. Night, sirrahs ; I'll go early to bed. 

17- Morning. This goes to night; I will put it 
myself in the postofJice. I had just now, a long 
letter from the archbishop of Dublin,, giving me an 
accoimt of the ending your sessions, how it ended in 
a storm i which storm, by the time it arrives here, 

will 
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Will be only half nature. I can't hdp it, T won't 
hide. I often adnsed the dissolution of that parlia- 
liient, although I did not think, tlib scoundrels had 
so much courage; but they have it only in the 
wrong, like a bully that will fight for a whore, and 
run away in ah army. I believe, by several things 
the axchWshop says, he is not very well either with 
the government or clergy. — See how luckily my 
paper ends with a fortnight. — God Almighty bless 
and preaerve dearest little MD.— I suppose your lord 
lieutenant is now setting out for England. X wonder 
the bishop of Clogher does not write to me ; or let 
me know of his statue?, and how he likes them : I 
will write to him again, as soon as 1 have leisure. 
Fawwdl, dearest MD, and iove Presto, who loves 
MD infinitdy above all earthly thin^, and who 
wUl.— My BBTvice to Mrs, Stoyte, and CatherinJe, 
Vm sitting 'm my bed ; but will rise to seal this. 
Monow, dear mgoes. Farewell ag^n, deare^ 
MP, &c, . 



lETTER XXXV. 

tOHDOW, MOV, 17, 1711. 

1 PUT my last this evening in the postoffice. I 
dined with Dr. Cocfebuni. This bring qae» Eliza- 
beth's bhlhday, we' have the d — and all to do among 
u». I -just Ireard of th« stir as my letter was sealed 
this mommg J and was 80 cross I would not open it to 

teU 
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tell you. I have been visiting lady Oglethorp and " 
lady Worsley ; the latter is lately come to town for 
. the winter, and with child, and what care ycHi } 
This is queen Elizabeth's birthday, usually )cept in 
this town by apprentices, &c. but the whigs designed 
a mighty procession by midnight, and had laid out a 
thousand pounds to dress up the pope, devil, cardi- 
nals, Sacheverell, &c. and carry them with torchciB 
about, and bum them. They did it by contribution. 
Garth gave five guineas ; Dr. Garth I mean, if ever 
you heard of him. But they were seized last night, 
by order from the secretary ; you will have an ac- 
count of it, for they bawl it about the streets already. 
They had some very foolish and mischievous designs; 
and it was thought they would have put the rabble 
' upon assaulting my lord treasurer's house, and tha 
secretary's ; and other violences, i The militia was 
raised to prevent it, and now, I suppose all will ^9 
quiet. The figures are now at the secretary's piEce 
»t Whitehall. I design to see them if I can. 

18. I was this morning with Mr. secretary, who 
just came from [jampton court. He was telling me 
more particidars about this business of burning th? 
p<^ It cost a good deal of mojiey, apd had it gone 
on, would liave cost three times as much : but the 
town is full of it, and half a dogen Grub-street 
papers already, The secretary Aod I dined sX briga- 
dier Britton's, but I left them at six, upon an ap^ 
pointment with some sober company pf men aji(J 
iai^es, to drink punch at sir Andrew Fountaine's. 
We were not very iperry ; and I dcm't love rack 
pwuch, I love it better with brandy j are you of my 
opinion? Why th^o twelvepenny weather; sirrahs^ 

why 
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why don't you play at shuttlecock ? I have thought 
of it a hundred tim^ ; faith Presto will come over 
after Christmas, and will play with Stella before the 
cold weather is gone. Do you read the " Specta- 
tors ?" I never do ; they never come in my way ; I 
go to no coffeehouses. They say abundance of them 
are very pretty : they are going to he printed in 
small volumes ; I'll bring them over with me. I shall 
be out of my hurry in a week, and if Leigh be not 
gone over, I will send you by him what I am how 
finishing. I don't know where Leigh is ; I have not 
seen him this good while, though h? promised to call : 
I shall send to him. The ,queen comes to town on 
Thursday for good and all. 

19. I was this morning at lord Dartmouth's office, 
and sent out for him from the committee of council, 
about some business, I was asking him more con- 
cerning this bustle about the figures in wax work of 
the pope, and devil, &c. He was not at leisure, or 
he would have seen them. I hear the owners are so 
impudent, that they design to replevin them by law. 
I am assured that tHe figure of the devil is made as 
like lord treasurer as they could. Why ; I dined 
with a friend in St. James's-street. Lord treasurer I 
am told, was abroad to day ; I will know to morrow 
how he does after it. The duke of Marlborough is 
come, and was yesterday at Hampton court with the 
queen ; no, it was t'other day ; no, it was yesterday ; 
for to day I remember, Mr. secretary was going to 
see him, when I was there, not at the duke of Marl- 
borough's but at the secretary's ; the duke is not 60 
fond of me. What care I ? I won seven shillings to 
night at picquet ; I play twice a year or so. 

10. 1 have 
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«). I have been so teased with whi^A discourse 
by Mrs. Barton and lady Betty Germain, never, saw 
the like. They turn all this aiFair of the pope burn- 
ing into ridicule ; and indeed they have made too 
great a clutter about it, if they had no real reason to 
apprehend some tuinulta. I dined with Jady Betty. 
I hear Prior's commission is passed to be ambassador 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary for the peace ; my 
lord privy seal, who you know is bishop of Bristol, 
is the other ; and lord Strafford, already ambassador 
at the Hague the third : I am forced to tell you ig- 
norant sluts who is who. I was punning scurvily 
with sir Andrew Fountaine and lord Pembroke this 
evening ; do you ever pun now ? Sometimes the 
Dean, or Tom Leigh. Prior Puns very well. Odso, 
Imust go see his excellency, 'tis a nobleadvancement: 
hut they could do no less, afler sending him to France. 
Lord Strafford is as proud as hell, and how he will 
bear one of Prior's mean birth on an equal character 
with him, I know not. And so I go to my business, 
and bid you good night. 

21. I was this morning busy with my printer; I 
gave him my fifth sheet, and then I went and dined 
with him in the city, to correct something, and alter, 
&c. and I walked home in the dusk, and the r^n 
overtook me : and I found a letter here from Mr. 
Lewis ; well, and so I opened it ; and he says, the 
peace is past danger, &c. Well ; and so there was 
another letter enclosed in his ; well ; and so I locked 
on the outside of this t'other letter. Well ; and so 
who do you think this t'other fetter was from ? Well ; 
and so I'll tell you, it was from little MD, N". 23, 
83, 33, 23, I tell you it is no more, I have told you 

BO 
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eo before * : but I just locked agun Ur satisfy yoa. 
Hie, Stdia, you write like an onp^vr, a gfSnt deal 
together ; a very good hand, and but four false spd- 
Jings jn all. Shall I send them to you ? I am glad 
you did not take my correction ill. Well ; but I 
won't answer your letter now, sirrah, saucy boxes, no, 
m i not yet i just ft month and three days from the 
last, which is just five weeks: you see it comes jt^st 
when I begin to grumble, 

23. Morning. Tooke has just brought me Ding- 
le/s money. I will |^ve you a note for it at the end 
of this letter. There was half a orown for entering 
the letter of attorney : but I swore to stq>that. I'll 
spend your money bravely here. Morrow, dearsir- 
nihs.-—^ night. I dined to day with sir Thomas 
Hanmer : his wife, the duchess of Gnfton, dined 
with us I she wears a great high headdress, such as 
was in fashion fifteen years ago, and looks Hke a 
mad woman in it; yet she has great remains of 
beauty. I was this evening to see lord Harle^, and 
thought to have sat with lord treasurer ; but be was 
taken up with the Dutch envoy and such folks ; and 
I would not stay. Qae p^rticulaF in life here dif- 
ferent from what I have in DubUo) is, that when- 
ever I oome home I expect to find some letter/or 
me, and seldom miss ; and never any worth a lar- 
thing, but often 'to vex. me. The queep does not 
come to town til) Satim^y. Prior is not yet declared; 
but these ministers being at Hampton court I know 
nothing ; and if J write news from ocunmon hands, it 
is always lies. You will thii^ it aSirctatioa; but 

* Nothi^ was ever m«K in Swift's fttyle aai manner of conver- 
tatioD, thaD these repetitions snd the words foUewing. ti. S. 

nothing 
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notfatDg; has vexed me ipore for some months, past, 
ttien people I never saw, pretending to be acquainted 
^^ith me, and yet speak ill of me too ; at least Bcmw 
of them. An tM crooked Scotch countess, whom I 
lyever heani of in my life, told the duchess of Ha- 
mUtun t'othef day that I often vitited her. Feopls 
of vorth never do that; so that a joan only gets the 
scandal of having scurvy acquaintanoe. Three la- 
dies were raiting against me some time ago, and said 
they were very Weil acquainted with me ; two «( 
which I had never heard of ; and the third I had only 
seen twice where I happened to visit. A man who 
has once seen me in a cot&ehoitBe wili a^ me howl 
do, when he sees me talking at court with a minister 
of state; who is sure to ask me, how I <;ame ac- 
quainted with that BcoundreL But come, sirrahs, thii- 
is all stuff to you, so I'll say no more on this side the 
{S^ier, but turn over. 

23. My prrnta- invited Mr. Lewis and one to dine 
at a tavern to day, which I have not dcme five times 
since I came to E^land ; I never will call it Sritain^ 
{h«y don't call it Britain. My week is not out, and 
oee ade of this p^qier is out, and I have a letter to 
answerof MD's into the bargain : must I write on 
the third side ? &ith that will give you an iU httat. 
I saw Leigh last night: he g^vea a terrible account of 
Sterne ; he redtms he is seduced by some wench ; he 
is overhead and ears in debt, aiul has pawned several 
things. Leigh saye be goes an Monday next for be* 
land, but beUeves Sterne wiU not go with him; Stems 
has kept him these three months. Leigh has got the 
apeaa and things^ and promises to caU 6x the box at 
Cheater ; hat J despair of It. Good night, airn^( 
I have been late abroad. 

5 24. Lhave , 
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. 04. I have finished my pamphlet to day, which 
has cost me so much time and trouble ; it will be 
published in three or four days, when the parliament 
b^ns sitting. I suppose the queen is come to town, 
but know nothing, having been in the city finishing 
and correcting with the printer. When I came home 
I found letters on my table as usual, and one from 
your mother, to tell me, that you desire your writ- 
ings and a picture should be sent to me, to be sent 
over to you. I have just answered her letter, and 
promised to take care of them if they be sent to me. 
She is at Famham : it is too late to send them by 
Leigh ; besides, I will wait your orders, madam Stella. 
I am going to finish a letter to lord treasurer about 
reforming our language ; but first I must put an end 
to a ballad ; and go you to your cards, sirrabs, this is 
card season. 

25. I was early with the secretary to day, hut he 
was gone to his devotions, and to recave the sacra- 
ment ; several rakes did the same ; it was not for 
piety, but employments ; according to act of parlia- 
' moit. I dined with lady Mary I^udley ; and past 
my time since insipidly, only I was at court at noon, 
and saw fifly acquaintance I had not met this long 
time : that is the advantage of a coujrt; and I fancy I 
am better known than any man that goes there. Sir 
John Walters' quarrel with me has entert^ned the 
town ever since; and yet we never -had a word, 
only he railed at me behind my back. The paiiia- 
ment is ag^n to be prorc^ied few eight or nine days; 
for the whigs are too strong in the house of lords : 
other .reasons are pretended, but that is the truth. 
The porogatien- is not yet known, but wilt be to 
morrow. 
' ■ ,-26. Mr. 
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26. Mr. Lewis and I dio^ with a Iriend of his, 
and unexpectedly there dined with us an frish knight, 
one sir John St^ Leger *, who follows the law here* 
but at a great distance : he was ao pert, I was forced 
tp take him down more than once. I saw to day 
the popey and devil, and the other figures of cardi- 
nals« &o. fifteen in all, which hare made such a 
noise. 1 have put an und^^trapper upon writings 
tnropenny pamphlet to give an account of the whole 
design. My large paipphlet will be published to 
morrow, copes are sent to.the great men this night. 
Domville -f- is come home from his travels j I am 
vexed at it : I have not seen him yet ; I design to 
present him to all the great men. 

27. Pomville came to me this momingj t^ul.we. 
din^ at Fontack's, and were all day together, tit( 
m. this evening ; he is perfectly as fine a gentleman 
as I know ; he set roe down at lord treasurer's, with 
whom I staid about an hQur, till monsieur Buys, th« 
Dutch envoy, c^me to him about business. My lord 
treasurer is pretty well ; but stiff in the hips ; with 
the remain^ of t^e rheumatism* I am to bring Dom- 
ville to my lord Harley in a day or two. It wa^ thq 
dirtiest rmny day that ever I saw. The pamphlet J 
is published; lord treasurer had it by liim ,oji; the 
table, and was asking me about the mottoes in. diq 
title page ; he gave me one of them himself. I must 
Jend you the pamphlet if I caR. 

as. Mrs. Van sent to me to dine with her to day, 
because some ladies of my acquaintance were b> b^ 

* Hewasmadc ajudgein Ireland by.king George I. F. 
t WilliaiA Domville, of ' l.otigtiian'» tcno, in Ui* CouDty of 
Dublin, esq. F. 
i Seethe Journal ef Oct. 30. N. 

4 there 
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th»e ; and there I dhsd. I was this morning to te^ 
turn Domville hit visit, and went to visit Mrs. Ma- 
tham, who was not within. I am turned out of aty 
lodging by my landlady) it seems her husband and 
her son are coming home ; but I have taken skother 
lotting hard hy, in Leicester iiekig, I [Uiesented Mr. 
Domville to Mr. Lewis and Mr. Prior thi^ monung^ 
Prior and I are called the two Sooias. in a whig newv 
foper. Secias, can you' read it ? The pemt^et 
begins to make a noise; X vas asked by several 
whether I had seen it, and tb^ advised me to rea4 
itf for 4t was something vwy extraordinaiy. I shall 
be suspected ; and it will hare sevefel paltry an* 
swers. It must take its fate, as Savage said of his 
ttinnon that he preached at^arnham on sir WiSiem 
ITem^'s death. I^mvitle saw Savage in Italy, and 
asys be is a cosoomb, aiid half road : he goes m ro^ 
and with yrffew waistooets, and was at ewanony 
kneding to thePbpe on a Palm Sunday, whidi is 
ftiueh more than kissing his toe ; imd I believe it wiH 
fuH» him here when 'tis toM. FH Misw4r your letter 
in- n^ new todgingte ; I have hardly room ; I mitet 
tWrow from the otiler side. 

ap. Neit lodgings. My printer came this mom- 
ifigtb'tSll me be must immediately print a second 
efition, and lord treasurer made one or two small 
additions : th^ must work day and tiight to have It 
out on Saturday ; they sold a Aouiand in two days* 
Onr society met to day, nine of us were present, we 
£ned at our broliieT Bathurst's : we made several re- 
gulations, and have chosen three new members, lord 
Orrery, Jack ITilI, wlua is Mrs. Masham'sbrotha*, he 
that lately miscarried in the expedition to Quebec* 
and ona colonel Disney, We hav« taken a room io a 

house 
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liottstt nMr St. Jkmcfi's to meet in. I left them early 
about corrCct^g the ^ittpbiet, itc. and am aow got 
hoBiie, 8tc. 

SO. Thifi tnorhtdg I oarried I>Mnville to see my 
IdKl JtJaHey^ and I did some bustness with lohl tr^* 
satier, and hftve been all this afternoon with the priii- 
ter» adding sAm^hang to \h.e second edition. I dined 
with the pvitiua- ; tite pamphlet makes a world of 
aaiaei and mAW do a great deal of good i it tellt 
abundtUide of moi^ important facts which were not 
at all knbwn. I*H answer your letter to morrow 
mornkig; or suppose 1 answer It just now, though 
it is pr«ty late. Come then— You say you are busy 
with parliaments, &c. l^t's more ihan ever I wiU 
be when t eOAie hadk; but you wiH have none these 
two yeat«. Lot^ Sa&try*, Ice. yes^ E have had 
enough on*t. I am glad Ditly is mended t does he 
not theAk Bie for ^htAving him the court and tiie 
grec^ peopled 'hats » He bad bis glass out at the 
qufeen arti the rest. Ti« right what Dilly says j t 
depend vpdn ttothiti^ ftotn my ftiauis ; bot to go 
back bH I oame. Never fear Lamcor, 'twilt mend 
WitJi a peace ; or -surely th^'ll give me the Dublin 

* Lord SatWi^ was ts violent a ttkig as Dink Tigbe [se«« 
letter dated Feb. UO, 1711] ; aad Or. Higgitis, nho U in this 
plaqe biiited al by tbe &c., much such another as Sacheverell ; 
couseijiieDtly my lord wai an outrageous enemy and persecutor of 
Higgjns, However, it happened one day that lord Saotry was 
looktitg oat ut tha great window at Lacasl CoflfclltiBM tthu 
Higgina vu paniog by ; " How do you do, doctor i" taid m^ 
lord, in a soeerini coutemptuoiu manser. " Very well, I thank 
you, little master," said Higgjns. " Let me out, let me out to 
him," cried SantTy in a rage, pretending to leap out of the'*iin- 
tdow, iiiAA was not &r from the ground. " Ay, do^" said 
iii|gii»» "letkinmit^rfiswnjiitchliiiahi to yaiiaffUQ." D.S. 

parish. 
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parish. Stella is in the nght ; ' the bishop of Ossory 
is the silliest, best natured wretch breathing, of ag 
little consequence as an egg shell. — Well, the spell- 
ing I have mentioned before; only the next tinie say 
at least, and not at lest. Pox on yoox Newbury : 
what can I do for him? I'll give his case. (I am glad 
it is not. a woman's) to what members I know; that's 
all I can do. Lord treaaurer's lameness goes off daily. 
Pray God preserve poor good Mrs; Stoyte, she would 
be a great loss to us all t pray give her my service, 
and tell her she has my heartiest prayers. \ pity poor 
Mrs. Manley; but I think the child is ,b«ppy to die, 
considering how little provision it wpuld have had, 
Poh, every pamphlet abuses me, and for things that 
I never writ. Joe sliould have-Writteo me thanks for 
his two hundred pounds: I reckon he got it by my 
meanst and I must thank the dpk^ of Qnnond, who 
I dare swear will say he did it on my account. Are 
they golden pippins, those seven apples? , We have 
had much rain every day as well as you: 7l. I/s. 8d. 
old blunderer, not 18s. I have reduced it 18 times. 
Hawkshaw's eight pounds is not reckoned: and if it 
be secure, it maj' lie where it is,, unless they desire to 
pay it : so Parvisol may let it drop till farther orders ; 
for I have put Mrs. Westley's money into the bank, 
and will pay her with Hawkshaw's.-; — i. mean that 
Hawkshaw's money goes for an addition to MD, you 
know; but be good housewives. Bernage never 
comes now to see me ; he has no more to ask : but I 
hear he has been ill. — A pox on Mrs. Sooth's affeir ; 
I can do nothing in it, but by way of assisting any 
bo^y else that solicits it, by dropping a favourable 
word,, if it comes in my way. Tell Walls I do no 
more for any body with my lord treasurer, especially 

a thing 
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a thing of this kind. Tell him I have spent all my 
discretion, and have no more to use.--— And so I 
have answered your letter fully and plainly. — And so 
I have got to the third side of my papa-, which is 
more than belongs to you^ young women. It goes 
to morrow. To nobody's sorrow. Yoa are siHy, not 

I ; I'm apoet. If I had but, &c. Who's silly now? 

rogues and lasses, tinderboxes and buzzards. O Lord, 
I am in a high vein of silliness; methought I was 
speaking to dearest little MD iace to face. There ; 
so lads, enough for to might ; to cards with the black- 
guards. Good night, my delight, Scct. 

Dec. 1. Pish, sirrahs, put a date always at lie 
bottom of your letter as, well as the top, that I may 
tnow when you send it ; your last is of Nov. 3d, yet 
I had others at the same time written a fortnight after. 
Whenever you would have any money, send me word 
three weeks before, and in that time you will cer- 
tainly have an answer, with a bill on Parvisol : pray 
do this ; for my bend is full, and it will ease my 
memory. Why, I think I -quoted to you some of 
— 's letter, so you may imagine how witty the rest 
was ; for it was all of a bunch, as goodman PeeSley 
says. Pray let us have no more bzMsiness, but btisy~ 
ness: the deuse take me if I know how to spell ft, 
' your wrong spelling, madam Stella, has put me out : 
it does not look right ; let me see, bussiness, busy- 
ness, business, ■ bisyreess, bi-sness, bysness ; faith, I 
know not which is right, I think the second ; I be- 
lieve I never writ the woid in my life before ; yes, 

sure I must though; business, busyness, bisyness. • 

I have perplexed myself, and can't do it. Prithee ask 
W^l^. Business, I fency ttiat's right. Yes it is^ 1 
h)(^ed in my 'oy/.a pnnphlet^ tnd found it hvice iu 

VOL, X?. O ten 
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ten lines, to contince you that I never writ it before. 
O, now I see it as plain as can be ; so your's is 
only an s too much. The parliament will certainly 
meet on Friday next ; the \yhigs will have a great 
majority in the house of lords ; no care is taken to 
prevent it; there is too much neglect; they are 
warned of it, and that signifies nothing ; it was feared 
there would be some peevish address from the lords 
against a peace. Tis said about the town, t at se- 
veral of the allies begin now to be contenc nat a 
peace should ,be treated. This is all the news I have. 
The queen is pretty well ; and so now I bid poor 
dearest MD farewell till to night, then I will talk with 
tliem again. 

The fifteen images that I saw were not worth forty 
pounds, so I stretched a little when 1 said a thousand. 
The Grub-street account of that tumult is published. 
The devil is not like lord treasurer : they were all in 
your odd antick masks, bought in cotnmon shops. I 
fear Prior will not be one of the plenipotentiaries. 

I was looking over this letter, and find I make 
many mistakes of leaving out words ; so 'tis impos- 
sible to find any meaning, unless you bfe conjurers. 
I will take more care for the future, and read over 
everyday just what I have written that day; which 
will take up no time to speak of. 



kx 



LETTER XXXVI. 

LONDON, DEC. 1, l/ll. 



ly last was put in this evening. I intended to 
dine with Mr. Masham to day, aad called at White's 
1 chocolate- 
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choccJate-house to see if he was there. Lord Whar- 
ton saw me at the door, and I saw him, but took no 
iioticcj and was going away j but he canle through 
the crowd, called after me, and asked me how I did, 
&c. This was pretty; and I believe he wished 
every word he spoke was a halter to hang me. Ma- 
sham did not dine at home, so I ate with a friend in 
the neighbourhood. The printer has not sent me the 
second edition ; I know not the reason, for it certainly 
came out to day ; perhaps they are glutted with it al- 
ready. I found a letter from lord Harley on my table, 
to tell me that his father desires I would make two 
small alterations. J am going to be busy, &c. 

2. Morning. See the blunder ; I was making it 
the 37 th day of the month from the number above. 
Well, but I am staying here for old Frowde*, who" 
appointed to call this mOming : I am ready dressed to 
go to church : T suppose he dare not stir out but on 
Sundays. The printer called early this morning, told 
me the second edition went off yesterday in five hours, 
and he must have a third ready to morrow, for they 
might have sold half another : his men are all at 
work with it though it be Sunday. This old fool wiR 
not come, and I shall miss church. — Morrow sirrahs. 
— At night. I was at court to day ; the queen 
well, and walked through part of the rooms. I dinei 
with the secretary, and dispatched some business. He 
tells me, " the Dutch envoy designs to complain of 
that pamphlet." The noise it makes is extraordinary. 
It is fit it should answer the pains I have been at 
about it. I suppose itwill be printed in Ireland. Some 
Jay it to Prior, others to Mr. secretary St. John, but 

* Philip FioKdc, «sq. author or lome poems uid pUys. D. S. 
3 I am 
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I am always the first they lay every thing to. I'll go 
sleep, &c. 
■ 3. I hive ordered Patrick not to let any odd fellow ■ 
come up to me ; and a tellow would needs speak, with 
me from sir Geoige Prettyman. I had never heard 
of him, and would not see the messenger; but at 
last it proved that this sir Georgehas sold hisfistate, and 
18 a beggar. Smithers, the Farnhani carrier) brought 
me this morning a letter iVom your mother, with 
three papers enclost^J of lady Giffard's writing; one 
owning some excheijuer business of lOOl. to be 
Stella's; anotlier for lOOl. that she has of yours, 
which I made over to you for Mariston ; and a third 
&>r 300l.; the hist is on stamped paper. I think tbey 
had better lie in England in some good hand till lady 
GifTiird dies ; and I will think of some such hand be< 
fore I come over. I was asking Stnithera about all 
the people of Farnham. Mrs. White has left off 
dressing, is troubled with lamenese and swelled legs, 
and seldom stirs out ; but her old hang dog hnsband 
as hearty as ever. I was this morning with lord trea- 
snref about something he would have altered in the 
pamphlet; but it can't be till the fourth edition, 
wliich I believe will be soon ; fpr I dined with the. 
printer, and he tells me they have sold off half the 
■ third. Mrs. Pcrcival and her daugbCer have been in 
town these tliree weeks, which I never heard till to 
day; and Mib. Wesley is^come to town too, to con- 
sult Dr. RadciilVe. The whig* areresolved to bring 
that panfphlet, into the house of lords to have it con- 
demned, so I hfar. But the printer will stand to it, 
and not own 'the author ; he raust say, " be had it 
from the penny post." Some people talk as if the 
house of lortis would do some peevish thing;, for the 
■ ,. wbip 
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whi|3 are now a great majority in it ; our miriMters 
are too negligent of such things : I have never slip* 
ped giving them warning ; some of them are sensible 
of it } but lord treasurer stands too much upon his 
own legs. I fancy his good fortune will bear him out 
in every thing; but in reason I should think this 
ministry tO' stand very ivusteady : if they can cairy a 
peace, they may hoM ; I believe not else. 

4. Mr. secretaty sent to me to day to dine with 
him alone; but we had two more with us, which 
hindered me doing some business. I was this morn- 
ing with young Harcoart, secretary to our society, to 
take a room for our weekly meetings; and the fellow 
aakjed as five- guineas a week only to have Feave to 
dine once a week ; was not that pretty ? so we brc^e 
«ff with him^ and are to (Kne ne^t Thursd^ at Han- 
■court's (he is lord keeper's son). They hav4 sold off 
above half the third edition, and atistt'ers are coming 
<iut: the Dutch envoy refused dining, with Dr. Davw- , 
nant, because he was suspected to write it: I have 
made some alterations in every edition, and it Has cost 
Me more trouble, for the time, since the printing than 
before. Tis sent over to Irelandj and 1 suppose you 
mil have it reprmted. 

a. They are now printing the fodrth editiooj, which 
is reckoned very extraordinarj', considering 't5s a dear 
tweivepenny book, and not bought op in nambers by 
the party to give away, as ttic whigs dov but purely 
upon its own strength. I have got an under spur- 
leather to write aa Examiner again, and the aecretaty 
jtnd I will now and then siend hints; but we nioald 
have it a little upon the Grub>-8treet, to be a match 
for their writers. I dined with lord treasurer to day 
at five : he dined ipf himself after hif familyj and 

driokft 
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drinks no claret yet, for fear of his rheumjitistii, of 
which he is almost well. He was very pleasant, as 
he is always ; yet I fancied he was a little touched 
with the present posture of affairs. The elector of , 
Hanover's minister here has given in a violent me- 
morial against the peace, and caused it to be printed. 
The whig lords are doing their utmost for a majority 
against Friday, »id design, if they can, to address 
the queen against the peace. Lord Nottingham, a 
iamous tory and speechmaker, is gone over to the 
whig side : they toast him daily, and lord Wharton 
■says, " It is Dismal (so they cafi him from his looks) 
will save England at last." Lord treasurer was hint- 
ing as if he .wished a ballad was made on him, and I 
will get up one against to morrow*. He gave me a 
scurrilous printed paper of bad verses on himself, 
under the name of the English Catiline, and made 
me read them to the company. It was his birthday, 
which" he would not tell us, but lord Harley whispeired 
it to me. 

6. I was this morning making the ballad, two de- 
grees above Grub-street ; at noon I paid a visit to 
Mrs. Masham, and then went to dine with our so- 
ciety. Poor lord keeper dined below stairs, I suppose 
on a bit of niutton. We chose two members ; we 
were eleven met, the greatest meeting we ever had : 
I am next week to introduce lord Orrery, The printer 
came before we parted, and brought the ballad, which 
made them laugli very heartily a dozen times. He 
is going to print the pamphlet in small, a fifth edition, 
to be taken off by friends and sent into the counby. 
A sixpenny answer is come out, good for nothings but 

« Sec tbb in vol. XVI. p. lp5. N, 
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guessing me among others for the author. To mor- 
row is the fatal day for the parliament meeting, and 
we are full of hopes and fears. We reckon we have ■ 
a majority of ten on our side in the house of lords ; 
yet I observed Mrs. Masham a little uneasy; she as- 
sures me the qneen is stout. The duke of Marlbo- 
rough has not seen the queen for some days past ; Mrs. 
Masham is glad of it, because, she says, he tells a 
hundred lies to his friends of what she says to him: 
■he is one day humble, and the next day on the high 
ropes. The duke of Ormond, they say, will be in 
town to night by twelve. 

7. This being the day the parliament was to meet, 
and the great question to be determined, I went with 
Dr. Freind to dine in the city, on purpose to be out 
of the vray, and we sent our printer to see what wasi 
our fate; but he gave us a most melancholy account 
of things. T^e earl of Nottingham began, and 
•poke against a peace, and desired that in their ad- 
dress they might put in a clause to advise the queen 
not to make a peace without Spain; which was de- 
bated, and carried" by the whigs by about six votes: 
and this has happened entirely by my lord treasurer's 
neglect, who did not take timely care to make up all 
his strength, although every one of us gave him cau- 
tion enough. Nottingham has certainly been bribed. 
The question is yet only carried in the committee of 
the whole house, and we hope when it is reported to 
the house to morrow, we shall have a majority by 
some Scotch lords coming to town, However, it is 
a mighty blow and loss of r^utation to lord treasurer, 
and may end in his ruin. I hear the thing only as 
the printer brought it, who was at the debate; but 
)fOW the ministry take it, pr what their hopes and 
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fears are, I cannot tell until I see them. I shall be 
early with the secretary to morrow, and _then I will 
tell you more, and shall write a full account to the 
bishop of Clogher to morrow, and to the archbishop 
of Dublin, if I have time. I am horribly down at 
present. I long to know how lord treasurer beari 
this, and what remedy he has. The duke of Orm^nd 
came this day to town, and was there. 

8. I was early this morning with the secretary, and 
talk&j over this matter. He hoped, that when it was ' 
reported this day in the house of lortls, they would 
disagree with their committee, and so the matter 
would go off, only with a little loss of reputation to 
lord treasurer. I dined with Dr. Cockburn, and af- 
ter a Scotch member came in, and told us that the 
clause was ca,rried against the court in the house of 
lords almost two to one. I went immediately to Mrs. 
Masham, and meeting Dr. Arbuthnot (the' queen's 
favourite physician) we went together. She was just 
come from waiting at the queen's dinner, and going 
to her own. She had heard nothing of the thing 
being gone against us. It seems lord treasurer had 
been so negligent, that he was with the queen while 
the question was put in the house: I immediately 
told Mrs. Masham, " that either she and lord trea- 
surer had joined with the queen to betray us, or th^ 
they two were betrayed by tlie queen." She protested 
solemnly is was not the former, and I believed her; 
but she gave me some lights to suspect the queen is 
changed. For, yesterday when the queen was going 
from the house, where she sat to hear the debate, 
the duke of Shrewsbury lord chamberlain asked her, 
*' wheUjer he or the great chamberlain Lindsay ought 
to lead her out." She answered short, " Neither of 
4 you i" 
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you;" and gave her hand to the duke of Slomerset, 
.who was louder than any in the house for the. clause 
against peace. She gave me one or two more in- 
stancy of this sort> which convince me that the 
queen is false, or at least very much wavering. Mrs. 
Masham be^ed us to stay, because lord treasurer 
would call, and we were resolved to fall on him about 
bis negligence in securing a majority. He came, and 
speared in good humour as ustial, but. I thought hiis 
counten^ice was much ca^.down. I rallied htm, and 
' desired him to give me his staff, which he did ; I 
told him, *' If he would secure it me a week, I would 
set all right," he asked, " How?" I said, '* I would 
immediately turn lord Marlborough, his two daugh- 
ters, the duke and duchess of Somerset, and lord 
CbtJmondeley out of all their employments^ and I 
believe he had not a friend hut was of my opinion." 
Arbuthnot asked, " How he came not to secure a 
majority?" He could answernothing, but that ** he 
cpuld not help it, if people would lie and fbrswev." 
A poor answer for a gce^ minister. There fell icom 
hiss a scripture ex{»e9M0n, tiiat " the hearts of kinp 
are unsearchable." I tcdd him, " It was what I fearec^ 
aoA was &vm him the worst news he could tell me." 
£b«gged him to know what he bad to trust to; h/t 
sttKk a little; but at last bid me not fear, for all would 
be well yet. We would iain have had him eat a bit, 
where he was, but he would go home, it was past 
fflx: he made me go home with liim. Tliere we found 
his. broth« and Mr. secretary. He made his son take 
a hat of aJl the house of commons who had places, 
and yet voted against: the court, in such a maoner as 
if they should lose their places : I doubt he is not 
able to compass it. Lord keeper came ia an hour, 

and 
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and they were going upon business. So I left him, 
and returned to Mrs. Maeham ; but she had company 
with her, and I would not stay. — This is a long jour- 
nal, and of a day that may produce great alterations, 
and hazard the ruin of England. The whigs are all 
in triumph ; they foretold how all this would be, but 
we thought it boasting. Nay, they said the parlia- 
ment should be dissolved before Christmas, and per- 
haps it may: this is all your' d d duchess oi 

Somerset's doings. I warnedthem of it nine months 
ago, and a hundred times since: the secretary always 
dreaded it, I told lord treasurer, " I should have the 
advantage of him,; for he would lose his head, and I 
should only be hanged, and so carry my body entire 
to the grave." 

g. I was this morning with Mr. secretary; we are 
both of opinion that the queen is false. 1 told him 
what I heard," and he confirmed it by other circum- 
stances. I then went to my friend Lewie, who had 
sent to see me. He talks of nothing but retiring to 
his estate in Wales. He gave me reasons to believe 
the whole matter is settled between the queen and 
the whigs ; he hears that " lord Somers is to be trea- 
surer, and belie\'es, that sooner than turn out the 
duchess of Somerset, she will dissolve the,parliament, 
■ and get a whiggish one, which may be done by ma- 
naging elections." Things are now in the crisis, and 
and a day or two will determine. I have desired him 
to engage lord treasurer, *' that' as soon as he finds 
the change is resolved on, he will send me abroad as 
queen's secretary somewhere or other, where I may 
remain till the new ministers recall me; and then I 
will be sick for five or six months till the storm had 
spent itself." I hope he will grant me this; for i 

shoul^ 

n,<j,-7=^-h,Gl.H)'.^lc , 
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«hould hardly trust myself to the mercy of my ene- 
mies while their anger is fresh. I dined to day with 
the secretary, who afiects mirth, and seems to h(^ 
all will yet be well. I took him aside after dinner, 
told him how I had served them, and had asked no 
reward, but thought I might ask security; and thea 
desired the same thing of him, to send me abroad 
before a cliange. He embraced me, and swore " he 
would take the sam^care of me as himself," &c. but 
bid rpe " have courage, for that in two days my loni 
treasurer's wisdom would appear greater than ever; 
that he sujfFered all that had happened on purpose, and 
had taken measures to turn it to advantage." I said, 
'' Cod sent it; but I do not believe a syllable; and a* 
^ as I can judge, the game is lost." I shall know 
inore soon, and my letters will at least be a good his- 
tory to show you the steps of this change. 

JO. I was this morning with Lewis, who thinks 
ttiey will let the parliament sit till they have given 
the money, and then dissolve them in spring, and 
break the ministry. He spoke to lord treasurer about 
what I desired him. My lord desired him with great 
earnestness " to assure me, that all would be well^ 
Slid that I should fear nothing.** I dtned in the dtjr 
with a friend. This day the commons went to the 
queen with their address, and all the lords who were 
ibr the peace went with them, to show their zeal. I 
have now some farther conviction that the queen is 
£ilse, and it begins to be known. 

? ] . I went between two and three to see Mrs. 
Masham; while I was there, she went to her bed- 
chamber to try a petticoat. Lord treasurer came into 
see her, and seeing me in the out^ room fell a rallying 
(ije : s^s he, '* Ypu had better keep company with 
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me, than with such a fellow as Lewis, who has not 
the soul of a chicken, nor the heart of a mite." Then 
he went in to Mrs. Masham, and as he came back 
'desired her leave to let me go home with him to 
iKnner. He asked, " whether I was not afraid to be 
seen with him?" I said, "' I never valued my lord 
treasurer in my life, and therefore should have alway< 
the same esteem for Mr. Harley and lord Oxford." He 
«eemed to talk confidently, as if he reckoned that all 
this would turn to advantage, I could not forbear 
hinting, " that he was not s«re of the queen ; and 
that those scoundrel, starving lords would never have 
dared to vote, against the court, if Somerset had not 
assured them, that it would please the queen." He 
said, " That was true, and Somerset did so." I staid 
till six ; then de BUys, the Dutch envoy, came to him, 
and I left him. Prior was with us a while after dinner. 
I see him and all of them cast down ; thoi^h they 
make the best of it. 

J2. Ford is come to town; I saw Mm liwt rrigM; 
lie is in no fear, but sanguine, akbough I have tc^ 
him the state of things. This change so resembles 
^e last, that I wonder they do not obserre it.- The 
secretary sent for me yesterday to dine witbhim^ but 
i was abroad; I hope he had something tO' sey to mef. 
This is morning, and I write in bed. I am going to 
the duke of Ormond, whom I have not yet seen. 

Morrow, sirrahs. At night. I was to see the 

duke of Ormond this morning: he asked^ me two or 
three questions after his civil vi&y, and th^ relat'Cd to 
Ireland: at last I told him, " that from the time I 
had seen him, I never once thought of Irish affairs.** 
He whispered me, " that he hoped I had deae some 
good things here." 1 said, " if every body else had 

done 
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do&e half as much, we should not he as we. are.* 
Tlien we went asidi, and talked over.affiiirs. I told 
him how alt things stood, and advised him what was 
to he done. I then went and sat an hour with th« 
dudiess ; then as long with lady Oglethorp, who i$ 
so cunning a devil, that I believe she could yet find a 
remedy, if they would take her advice. I dined with 
a friend at court. 

13. I was this morning with the secretary; he will 
needs pretend to talk as if things would be well ; Will 
you believe it, said he, if you see these people turned 
out: Isaid, " Yes, if I saw the duke and duchess of So- 
merset out." HesworCjifthey were not, he would give 
up his place. Our society dined to day at sir William 
Wyndham's, we were thirteen present. Lord Orrery, 
and two other members were introduced; 1 left them 
at seven. I forgot to tell you, that the printer told 
ine yesterday, that Morphew, the publisher, was 
sent for by that lord chief justice, who was a manager 
against Sacheverell; he showed him two or three 
papers and pamphlets; among the rest mine of " The 
Conduct of the Allies," threatened him, asked who 
was the author, and has bound him over to appear 
next term. He would not have the impudence 
to do this, if he did not foresee what was coming at 
court. 

14. Lord Shelburnewas with me this morning, to 
be informed of the state of affairs, and desired I 
would answer all his objections against a peace, which 
was soon done, for he would not give me room to 
pat in a word. He is a man of good sense enough j 
t«^ argues so violently, that he will some day or 
other put himself into a consumption. He desires 

that 
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that he may not be denied when he comes to see ort, 

. which I promised,, but will not perform. Leigh and 

Sterne set out for Ireland on Monday se'nnight : I 

nippose tliey will be with you long before this. 1 

was to night drinking vei-y good wine in scurvy com- 
pany, at least some of them; I was drawn in, h\A 
will be more cautious for the future; 'tis late, &c. 

15. Morning. They say the Occasional Bill is 
brought to day into the house of lords; but I know 
not. I will now put an end to my letter, and ^ve it 
into the posthouse myself. This will be a memorable 
letter, and I shall sigh to see it some years hence. 
Here are the first steps toward the ruin of an excellent 
ministry; for I look upon them as cert^nly ruined; - 

and God knows what may be the consequences. -I 

now bid my dearest MD farewell; for company ia 
fuming, and I must be at lord Dartmouth's office b^ 
noon. Farewell, dearest MD; I wish you a merry 
Christmas ; I believe J'ou will have this about that 
time. Love Presto, who lov^ MD above all things a 
thousand times. Farewell again, dearest MO, &c 



LETTER XXXVir. 

LONDON, DEC. 15, 1711. 

X PUT In my letter this evening myself. I was to 
«iay inquiring at the secretary's office of Mr. Le*»is^" 
how things went: ]*there met Prior, who told me, 

«he 
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" he gave all for gone, &c. and was of opinion the 
whole ministry would give up their places next week," 
Lewis thinks they will not till spring, when the 
session is over ; both of them entirely despair. I 
went to see Mrs. Masham, who invited me to dinner; 
but I was engaged 'to Lewis. At four I went to 
Masham's. He came and whispered me, " that he 
had it from a very good hand, that all would be well, 
and I found them both very cheerful." The company 
was going to the opera, but desired I would come 
and sup with them. I did so at ten ; and lord trea- 
surer was there, and sat with us till past twfelve, and 
was more cheerful than I have seen him these ten 
days. Mrs. Masham told me, he was mightily cast 
down some days ago; and he could not indeed hide 
it from me. Arbuthnot Is in good hopes, that the 
queen has not betrayed us; but only has been fright- 
ened, and flattered, &c. But I canliot yet be of hit 
opinion, whether my reasons are better, or that my 
fears ai-e greater. I do resolve, if they give up, or 
are turned out soon, to retire for some months, and 
I have pitched upon the place already: but I will take 
methodsfor hearing from MD,and[writing to them. But 
I would be out of the way upon the first of the fef- 
ment; for they lay all things on me, even some I 
have never read. 

16. I took courage to day, and went to court with 
a very cheerful countenance. It was mightily crowded; 
both' parties coming to observe each other's faces. I 
have avoided lord Halifax's bow till he forced it on 
me ; but we did not talk together. I could not make 
less than fourscore bows, of which about twenty might 
]be to whigs. The duke of Somerset is gone to Pet- 
worth, 

n,<j,-7=^-h,Gl.H)'.^lc 
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worth, and, I hear the duchess too, of which I shaM 
be very glad. Prince Eugene, who was expected 
here some days ago, we are now told, will not come 
at all. The whigs designed to have met him with 
forty thousand horse. Lord treasurer told me some 
dsys ago of his discourse with the emperor's resident, 
that puppy Hoffman, about prince Eugene's coming; 
by which I found my lord would hinder it, if he 
could; and we shall be all glad if he does not come, 
and think, it a good point gained. Sir Andrew Foun- 
taine, Ford, and I dined to day with Mrs. Van by 
invitation. 

17. I have mistaken the day of the month, and 
been forced to mend it thrice. I dined to day with 
Mr. Masham and his lady, by invitation. Lord trea- 
surer was to be there, but came not. It was to en-r 
tertain Buys, the Dutch envoy, who speaks English 
wdl enough : he was plaguily politick, telling a thou- 
sand lies, of which none passed upon any of us. We 
are still in the condition of suspense, and I think 
have little hopes. The duchess of Somerset is not 
gone to l^tworth; only the duke: and that is s poor 
sacrifice. I believe the queen certainly designs to 
change the ministry ; but perhaps may put it off till 
the session is ove\-. and I think they had better give 
up now, if she will not deal openly; and then they 
need not answer for the consequences of a peace, 
when it is in other hands, and may yet be brcAen. 
They say, my lord privy seal sets out for Holland this 
week: so the peace goes on. 

18. It has rained hard from morning till night, 
and cost me three shillings in coach-^iire. We have 
bad abundance of wet weather. I dined in the taty, 

and 
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and was with the printer, who has now a fifth edi- 
tion of the " Conduct," &c. it is in small, and sold 
for sixpence; they have printed as many* as three 
editions, because they are to be sent in numbers into 
the country by great men, &c. who subscribe for 
hundreds. It has been sent a fortnight ago to Ire- 
land: I suppose you will print it there. The tory 
lords and commons in parliament argue all from tt: 
and all agree, that never any thing of that kind was ' 
of so great consequence, or made so many converts. 
By the time I have sent this letter, I expect to hear 
from little MD: it will be a month two days hence 
since I had your last, and I will allow ten days for 
■ accidents. 1 cannot get rid of the leavings of a cold 
I got a month ago; or else.it is a new one. I have 
been writing letters all thiTeveriing till I am weary, 
and I am sending out another little thing, which I 
hope to finish this week, and design to send to. the 
printer in an unknown hand. There was printed a 
Grub-street speech of lord Nottingham ; and he was 
Buch an owl to compldn of it in the house of lords, 
who have taken up the printer for it. I heard at 
court,, that Walpole (a great whig member) said, 
** that I and my whimsical club writ it at one of our 
meetings, and that I should pay for it." He will 
find he lies; and I shall let him know by a third 
hand my thoughts of him. He if to be secretary of 
state, if the ministry changes: but he has lately had 
a bribe proved against him in parliament, while he 
was secretary at war. He is one of the whigs chief 
speakers.' 

* Three times as many a* are usually ptinted io one edition. 
'The number at first printed was 4,000. N. 

TOVXV. P 1§. Sad 



aiO SWIFTS JOURNAL TO STELLA. 

19. Sad dismal weather. I went to the secretary's 
office, and Lewis made me dine with him. I intended 
to have dined with lord treasurer. I have not seen 
the secretary this week. Things do not mend at all. 
Lord Dartmouth despairs, and is for giving up; Lewis 
is of the same mind; but lord treasurer only says, 
Poh, poh, all will be well. I am come home early 
to finish something I am doing; but I find I want 

» heart and humour ; and would read any idle book that 
came in my way. I have just sent away a penny paper 
to make a little mischiefs Patrick is gone to the 
burial of an Irish footman, who was Dr. King's 
servant; he died of a consumption, a fit death for a 
poor starving wit's* footman. The Irish servants al-. 
ways club to bury a countryman. 

20. I was with the secretary this morning, and for 
aught I can see we shall have a languishing death: I 
can know nothing, nor themselves neither. I dined, 
you know, with our society, and that odious secretary 
vrould make me president next week, so I must enter- 
tain them this day se'nnight at the Thatched house 
tavern, where we dined to day; it will cost me five 
or six pounds; yet the secretary says he will give me 
wine. I found a letter when I came home from the 
bishop of Clogher. 

2 1 . This is the first time I ever got a new cold be- 
fore the old one was going: it came yesterday, and 
appeared in all due forms, eyes and nose running, &c. 
and is now very bad, and I cannot tell how I got it. 
Sir Andrew Fountaine and I were invited to dine with 
Mrs. Van. — I was this morning with the duke of Or- 
mond; and neither he nor I can think of any tiling 

• Dr. King, of the Commons, wetl,known as a facetious bard, 
was iui«crabl^ f aor< N. 
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to comfort us in present affairs. Vfe must certainly 
fall, if the duchess of Somerset bo not turned out; 
and nobody believes the queen will ever part with her. 
The duke and I were settling when Mr. secretary and 
I should dine with him, and he fixed upon Tuesday; 
and when I came away I remembered it was Christmas 

day. I was to see lady ■, who is just up aAer 

lying in; and the ugliest sight I have seen; pale, 
dead, old, and yellow, for want of her paint. . She .• 
has turned my stomach. But she will soon be painted, 
and a beauty again. ~ 

22. I find myself disordered with a pain all round 
the small of my back, which I imputed to champagne 
I had dnink; but find it to have been only my new 
cold. It was a fine frosty day, and I resolved to walk 
into the city. I called at lord treasurer's at eleven, 
and staid some time with him. He showed me a 
letter from a great presbyterian parson * to him, com- 
plaining how their friends had betrayed them by 
passing this Conformity Bill ;' and he showed me die 
answer he had written : which his friends would not 
let him send; but was a very good one. He is very 
cheerful ; but gives one no hopes, nor has any to give, 
I went into the city, and there I dinwd. 

23. Morning. As I was dressing to go to church 
a friend that was to see me, advised me not to stir 
out ; so I shall keep at home to day, and only eat 
some broth, if I can get it. It is a terrible cold frost, 
and snow fell yesterday, which still remains; look 
there, you may see it from the penthouses. The 
lords made yesterday two or three votes about peace, 

* This presbyterian teacher was Mr. Shower. See his letter to 
the lord high treasurer Oxford, an^ the lord treasurer's answer, 
iti December 17U, vol. X. p. 2+1. N. 
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and Hanover ; of a very angry kind to vex the mini- 
stry, and they will meet sooner by a fortnight than 
the commons? and they say, are preparing some 
knocking addresses. Morrow, sirrahs. I'll sit at 
home, and when I go to bed, I will tell you how I am. 
— I have sat at home all day, and eaten only a mess 
of broth and a roll. I have written a " Prophecy," 
which I design to print ; I did it to day, and some 
other verses. 

24. I went into the city to day in a coach, and 
dined there. My cold is going. It is now bitter 
hard frost, and has been so these three or four days. . 
My Prophecy * is printed, and will be published 
after Christmas day ; I like it mightily j I don't 
know how it will pass. You will never understand 
it at your distance, without help. I believe every 
body will guess it to be mine -(• because it is some- 
what in the same manner with that of Merlin J in the 
*' Miscellanies." My lord privy seal set out this day 
for Holland : he'll have a cold journey. I gave Pa- 
trick half a crown for his Christmas box, on condi- 
tion he would be good, and he came home drunk at 
midnight. I- have taken a memorandum of it ; be- 
cause I never design to give him a groat more. Tii 
cruel cold. 

25. I wish MD a merry Christma."*, and many a 
one; but mine is melancholy: I durst not go to 
church to day, finding myself a little out of order, 
and it snowing prodigiously, and freezing. At noon 

, I went to Mrs. Van, who had this week engaged me 
to dine there to day ; and there I received the news 

• The Windsor Proph«cy. See this in Vol. XVI. p. 10'. N. 
f It was by some ascribed to Swift, by othcii to Mr. Prior. N. 
I See Ibis in Vol. XVI. p. 83. N. 

th»t. 
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that poor Mrs. liong died at Lynn in Norfolk on 
Saturday last, at four in the morning ; she was sick, 
but four hours. We suppose it was the asthma, 
which .she was subject to as well as the dropsy, as 
she sent me word in her last letter, written about five 
weeks ago; but then said she was recovered. I 
never was more afflicted at any death. The poor 
creature had retired to Lynn two years ago, to live 
cheap, and pay her debts. In her last letter she told 
me *' she hoped to be easy by Christmas;" and she 
kept her word, although she meant it otherwise. 
She had all sorts of amiable qualities, and no ill ones^ 
but the indiscretion of too much neglecting her own 
af^rs. She had two thousand pounds left her by 
an old grandmother *, with which she intended to 
pay her debts, and live on an annuity she had of one 
hundred pounds a year, and Newburg house, which 
would be about sixty pounds more. That odious 
grandmother living so long, forced her to retire ; for 
the two thousand pounds was settled on her after 
the old woman's death, yet her brute of a brother, 
sir James Long -f-, would not advance it for her ; else 
she might have paid her debts, and continued here, 
and lived still : I believe melancholy helped her oi^ 
to her grave. I have ordered a paragraph to be put 
in the Post Boy J, giving an account of her death, 

and 

• Dorothy dnugliter of sir Edward Leech, of CEiaCswortb, tn 
Derbyshire, oae of the ma»lers in chancery. N. 

t Representative in several parliaments in tlie reign of queen 
Anne for Chippenham id Wills, and afterward for the tounty. 
^edied March 15, ]?3S. N. 

J The paragr^h was thus worded : " On Saturday the S9cl 
instant, about four in the morning, Mrs. Anne Long, sister of' 
(ir Jarnos Long, hart, died at Lynn, in NorfoJlt, after a sickncis 
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and making honourable mention of her; which ir 
all I can do to Beive her memory : but one reason 
was spite; for her brother -Would fain have her 
death a secret, to save the chargte of bringing her up 
here, to bury her, or going into mourning. Pardon 
all this, for the sake of a poor creature I had so much 
friendship for. 

26. I went to Mr. secretary this morning, and he 
would have me dine with him. I called at noon at , 
Mrs. Masham's, who 'Sfcstred me not to let the 
*' Prophecy" be published, for fear of angering the 
queen about the duchess of Somerset ; so I writ to 
the printer to stop them. They have been printed 
and given about, but not sold. I saw lord treasurer 
there, who had been two hours with the queen ; and 

. Mrs. Masham is in hopes things will do well ' again. 
I went at night again, and supped at Mr. Masham'i, 
and lord treasurer sat with us till one o'clock. So 'tis 
late, &c. 

27. I entertained our society at the Thatched house ' 
tavern to day at dinner ; but brother Bathurst sent 
for wine, the house aiFording none. The printer had 
not received my letter, and so he brought up dozens 
a piece of the Prophecy'; but I ordered him to part 
with no more. Tis an admirable good one," and 
people are mad for it. The frost still continues vio- 
lently cold. Mrs. Masham invited me to come to 
night and play at cards ; but our society did not part 
till nine. But I supped, with Mrs. Hill, her sister, 
and there was Mrs. Masham and lord treasurer, and 
we staid till twelve. He is endeavouring to get a 

but of four hours. She was a lady very much celebrated here for 
her beauty, virtue, and good sense ; and is Umented by all who 
ktwwhcr." Past Uoj, Dec. 27, 1711. N, 
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majority against next Wednesday when the house 
of lords is to meet, and the whigs intend to make 
some violent addresses against a peace, if not pre- 
vented. God knows what will become of us. — It 
is still prodigiously cold ; but so I told you already. 
"We have eggs on the spit, I wish they may not be 
addle. When I came home to niglit I found, for- 
sooth, a letter from MD, N^. 24, 24, 24, 24; there, 
do you know the numbers now? and at the same 
time one from Joe, ful) of thanks : let him know I 
have received it, and am glad of his success, but 
won't put him to the charge of a letter, I had a 
letter some time ago from Mr, Warburton *, and I 
beg one of you will copy out what I shall tell" you, 
and send it by some opportunity to Warburton. Tii 
as follows : " The doctor has received Mr. Warbur- 
ton's letter, and desires he will let the doctor know, 
where that action he mentions is like soon to hap- 
pen, and he jiviH do what he can in it."- And 

pray, madam, let them know, that I do this to save 
myself the trouble, and them the expense, of a let- 
ter. — And I think this is enough for one that comes 
home at twelve froro a lord treasurer and Mrs. Ma- 
sham. O, I could tell you ten thousand things of 
our mad politicks, upon what small circumstances 
great affairs have turned. But I will go rest my busy 
head. 

28. I was this morning with brother Bathurst to 
see the duke of Ormond. We have given his grace 
some hopes to be one of our society. The secretary 
and I and Bathurst are to dine with him on Sunday - 
next. The duke is not in much hopes, but has been 



• The Doctor's curate U Laraeor, D, S. 
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very busy in endeavouring to bring over some lords 
against next Wednesday. The duchess caught me 
as I was going out ; she is sadly in fear about things, 
and blames me for not mending thfem by my credit 
with lord treasurer j and I blame her. She met me 
in the street at noon, and engaged me to dine with 
her, which I did ; and we talked an hour after din- 
ner in her closet. If we miscarry on W^nesday, I 
believe it will be by some strange sort of neglect. 
They talk of making eight new lords, by calling up 
some peers eldest sons ; but they delay strangely. I 
saw judge Coote to day at the duke of Ormond's : 
he desires to come and see me, to justify his prin- 
dples. 

20. Morning. This goes to day. I will not an- 
swer yours, your 24th, till next, which shall begin 
to night, as usual. Lord Shelburne has sent to in- 
vite me to dinner, but I am engaged with Lewis 
at Ned Southwell's. Lord Northampton and lord 
Aylesbury's sons are both made peers ; but we shall 
want more. I write this post to your dean. I owe 
the archbishop a letter this long time. All people 
that come from Ireland complain of him, and scold 
me for protecting him. Pray, madam Dingley, let 
me know what Presto has received for this year, or 
whether any thing is due to him for last ; I cannot 
look over your former letters now. As for Dingley's 
own account of her exchequer money, I will give it 
on t'other side. Farewell, my own dearest MD, and 
love Presto ; and God ever bless dearest MD, &c. 
&c. I wish you many happy Christmasses and New 
Years. 

I have owned to the Dean a letter I just had from 

' you ; but that I had not one this great while before. 

Dinglbt's 
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Dinglbt's Account. 

Received of Mr. Tooke 6 17 6 

Deducted for entering the letter of attorney 2 6 

For thethreehalfcrownsitusedtocostyou,! _ _ * 
I don't know why nor wherefore .... J 

Far exchange to Ireland O 10 O 

For coach hire O 2 6 



In all. Just 8 O o 



So there's your money, and we are both even : for 
Fit pay you no more than that eight pounds Irish, aul 
pray be satisfied. 

Churchwardens' accounts, bcya. 

■Saturday night. I have broke open niy fetter, and 
tore it into the bar^in ; to let you know, that we 
are all safe ; the queen has made no less than twelvtt 
lords to have a majority ; nine new ones, the other 
three peers sons ; and has turned out the duke of 
Somerset. She is an^ked at last, and so is lord trea- 
surer : I want nothing now but to see the duchess 
out. But we shall do without her. We are all ex- 
tremely happy. Give me joy, sirrahs. This is writ- 
ten in a coffeehouse. Thre* of the new lords are of 
our society. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVIir. 

- LONDON, DEC. 29, I?!!. 

X PUT my letter in this evening, after coming from 
dinner at Ned Southwell's, where I drank, very good 
Irish wine, and we were in great joy at this happy 
turn of affairs. The queen has been it last persuaded 
to her own interest and security, and I freely think 
she must have made both herself and kingdom very 
unhappy, if she had done otherwise. It is still a 
mighty secret that Masham is to be one of the new 
lords ; they say he doesnot yet know it himself ; but 
the queen is to surprise him with it. Mr. secretary 
' will be a lord at the end of the session ; but they 
want him still in parliament. After all, it is a strange 
unhappy necessity of making so many peers together ; 
but the queen has drawn it upon herself, by her con- 
founded trimming and moderation. Three, as I told 
yoii, are of our society. 

30. I writ the dean and you a lie yesterday ; for 
the duke of Somerset is not yet turned out. I was 
to day at court, and resolved to be very civil to the 
whigs ; but saw few there. When I was in the bed- 
chamber talking to lord Rochester, he went up to 
lady Burlington, who asked him, " who t was ;" and 
lady Sunderland and she whispered about me. 1 de- 
sired lord Rochester to tell lady Sunderland,"! doubted 

■ she was not as much in love with me as I was with 
her ;''buthewouldnotdelivermymessage. The duchess 
of Slirewsbury came running up to me, and clapped 

■ her fan up to hide us from the company, and we gave 
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one another joy of this change; but sighed, when 
we reflected on the Somerset family not being out. 
The secretary and I, and brother Bathurst, and lord 
Windsor, dined with the duke of Ormond. Bathurst 
and Windsor are to be two of the new lords. 1 de- 
sired my lord Radnor's brother, at court to day, to 
let my lord know I would call on him at six, wtiich I 
did, and was arguing with him three hours to bring 
him over to us, and I spoke so closely, that I believe 
he will be tractable ; but he is a scoundrel, and though 
I said " I only talked for my love to him," I told a 
lie ; for I did not care if he were hanged ; but every 
one gained over is of consequence. The duke of 
Marlborough was at court to day, and nobody hardly 
took notice of him. Masliam's being a lord begins 
to take wind : nothing at court can be kept a secret. 
Wednesday will be a great day: you shall know 
more. 

31. Our frost" is broken since yesterday, and it is 
very slabbery ; yet I walked to the city atid dined, 
and ordered some things with the printer. I have 
settled Dr. King * in the Gazette ; it will be worth 
two hundred pounds a year to him. Our new lord* 
patents are passed : I don't like the expedient, if vre 
could have found any other. I see I have said this 
before. I hear the duke of Marlborough is turned 
out of all his employments ; 1 shall know to mor- 
row, when I am to carry Dr. King to dine with the 
secretary,— These are strong remedies ; pray God the 
patient is able to bear them* The last ministry people 
are utterly desperate. 

* Dr. William King, the faceiioO»poet (se«p. 210.), was atlhij 
time appointed wrker of ihe tiazeuc. N. 



920 swift's lOVRHAh TO STBtLA. 

Jan. 1. Now I wish my dearest little MD many 
happy new years ; yes, both Dingley and Stella, ^y 
and Presto too, many happy new years. 1 dined with 
the secretary, and it is true that the duke of Marl- 
borough is turned out of all. The duke of Ormond 
has got his regiment of foot-guards ; I know not 
who has the rest. If the ministry be not sure of a 
peace, I shall wonder at this step, and do not ap- 
prove it at best. The queen and lord treasurer mor- 
tally hate the duke of Marlborough, and to that he 
owes his iall, more than to his other faults ; unless 
he has been tampering too far with his party, of 
which I have not heard any particulars; .however 
it be, the world abroad will blame us. I confess my 
belief, that he has not one good quality in the world 
besides that of a general, and even that I have heard 
denied by several great soldiers. But we have had 
constant success in arms while he commanded. Opi- 
nion is a mighty matter in war, and I doubt the 
French think it impossible to conquer an army that 
be leads ; and our soldiers think the same ; and how 
far even this step may encourage the French to play 
tricks with us, no man knows. I do not love to see 
personal resentment mix with publick affairs. 

2. This being the day the lords meet, and the new 
peers to be. introduced, I went to Westminster to see 
the sight ; but the crowd was too great in the house. 
So I only went into the robing room, to give my 
four brothers joy, and sir Thomas Mansel, and lord 
Windsor ; the other six I am not acquainted with. 
It was apprehended the whigs would have raised 
some difficulties, but nothing happened. I went to 
nee lady Masham at noon, and wish her joy of her 
new honour, and a happy new year. I found her 
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Teiy well pleased ; for peerage will be some sort of 
protection to her upon any turn of affairs. She en- 
gaged me to come at night, and sup with her and 
lord treasurer ; I went at nine, and she was not at 
home, so I would not stay. — No, no, I won't answer 
your letter yet, young women. I dined with a friend 
in the neighbourhood. I see nothing here like 
Christmas, except brawn or mincepies in places 
where I dine, and giving away my half crowns like 
farthings to great men's porters and butlers. Yes- 
terday I paid seven good guineas to the fellow at the 
tavern, where I treated the society. I have a great 
mind to send you the bill: I think I told you some 
articles. I have not heard whether any thing was 
done in the house of lords after introducing the new 
ones. Ford has been Sitting with me till peeast 
tweeleve o'clock. 

3. This was our society day, lord Dupplin was 
president j we choose every week ; the last president 
treats and chooses his successor. I believe our din- 
ner cost fifteen pounds beside wine. The secretary 
grew brisk, and would not let me go, nor lord Lans- 
down, who would fain have gone home to his lady, 
being newly married to lady Mary Thynne. It was 
near one when we parted ; so you must think I can't 
write much to night. The adjourning of the house 
of lords yesterday, as the queen desired, was just 
carried by the twelve new lords, and one more. Lord 
Radnor was not there ; I hoped I have cured him. 
Did I tell you, that I have brought Dr. King in to 
be Gazetteer ? it will be worth above two hundred • 
pounds a year to him : I believe I told you so before, 

• S»cpp. S12. 219. 
. ' but 
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but I am forgetful. Go, get you gone to ombre, and 
claret and toasted oranges. I'll go sleep. 

4. I cannot get rid of the leavings of my cold. I 
was in the city to day, and dined with my printer, 
and gave him a batlad made by several hands, I 

_ know not whom, I believe lord treasurer had a 
finger in it; I added three stanzas; I suppose Dr, 
Arbuthnot had the greater share. I have been 
overseeing some other little prints, and a pamphlet 
made by one of my understrappers. Somerset is not 
out yet, I doubt not but you will have the " Pro- 
phecy" in Ireland, although it is not published here, 
only printed copies given to friends. Tell me, do 
jou understand it ? No, faith, not without help. 
Xell me what you stick at, and I'll explain. We 
turned out a member of our society yesterday for 
gross neglect and nonattendance. I writ to him by 
order. to give him notice of it. It is Tom Harley, 
secretary to the treasurer, and cousin- gernlan to lord 
treasurer. He is going to Hanover from, the queen. 
I am to give the duke of Ormond notice of his elec- 
tion as soon as I can see him. 

5. I went this morning with a parishioner of mine, 
one Nuttal, who came over here for a legacy of one 
hundred pounds, and a roguish lawyer had refused 
to pay him, and would not believe he was the man, 
1 writ to the lawyer a sharp letter, " that I had taken 
Nuttal into my protection, and was resolved to stand 
by him ;" and the next news was, " that the lawyer ^ 
desired I would meet him, and attest he was thd 
man ;" which I did, and his money was paid upon 
the spot. I then visited lord treasurer, who is now 
right again, and all well, only that the Somerset fa- 
mily is not out yet. I hate that ; I don't like it, as 

the 
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the man said by, &c. Then I went and visited poor 
Will Congreve, who had a French fellow tampering 
with one of his eyes ; he is almost blind of both. . I 
dined with some merchants in the city, but could 
not see Stratford, with whom I had business. Presto^ 
leave off your impertinence, and answer our letter, 
■ saith MD. ' Yes, yes, one of these days, when I have 
nothing else to do. O, faith, this letter is a week 
written, and not one side done yet. — These ugly 
spots are not tobacco ; but this is the last gilt sheet 
I have of large paper, therefore hold your tongue. 
Nuttal was surprised, when, they gav,e him bits of 
paper instead of money ; but I made Ben Tooke put 
him in his geers : he could not reckon ten pounds, 
but was puzzled with the Irish way. Ben Tooke and 
my printer have desired me to make them stationers 
to the ordnance, of which lord Rivers is master instead 
-of the diike of Marlborough. It will be a hundred 
pounds a^year apiece to them, if I can get it. I will 
try to morrow, 

6. 1 went this morning to earl Rivers, gave him 
joy of his new employment, and desired him to pre- 
fer my printer and bookseller to be stationers to his 
office. He immediately granted it me, but, like an 
old courtier, told me, " it was ^holly on my ac- 
count ; but that he heard I had intended to engage 
Mr. secretary to speak to him, and desired I would 
engage him to do so ; but that however he did it 
only for my sake." This is -a court trick, to oblige 
as many as you can at once. I read prayers to fxjor 
Mrs. Wesley (who is very much out of order) in- 
stead of going to church ; and then I went to court, 
which I found very full, in expectation of seeing 
prince Eugene, who landed last night, and lies at 
' • Leicestef 
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Leicester house ; he was Dot to see the queen til! '^ six 
this evening. I hope and believe he comes too late 
to do the whigs any good. I refused dining ^ivith 
the secretary, and was like to lose my dinner, which 
was at a private acquaintance's. I went at six to see 
the prince at court ; but he was gone into the queen : 
and when he came out, Mr. secretary, who introduced 
bim, walked so near him, that he quite screened me 
from him with his great periwig. I'll tell you a 
good passage. As prince Eugene was going with 
Mr. secretary to court, he told the secretary, " that 
Hoffman, the emperor's resident, said to his high- 
nesSj that it was not proper to go' to court without a 
long wig, and his was a tied up one. Now, says the 
prince, I knew not what to do : for I nerer had a 
long periwig in my life ; and I have sent to all my 
valets and footmen to see whether any of them have 
one, that I might borrow it j but none of them has 
any." — Was not this spoken very greatly, with some 
sort of contempt } But the secretary said, " it was a 
thing of no consequence, and only observed by gen- 
tlemen ushers." I supped with lord Masham, where 
lord treasurer and Mr. secretary supped with us ; the 
first left us at twelve, but the rest did not part till 
two : yet I have written all this, because it is fresh : 
and now I'll go sleep, if I can ; that is, I believe I 
shall, because I have drank a little. 

7. I was this morning, to give the duke of Ormond 
notice of the honour done him to makfe him one of 
our society, and to invite him on Thursday next to 
the Thatched house. He has accepted it with the 
gratitude and humility such a preferment deserves; 
but cannot come till the next meeting, because prince 
Eugene is to dine widi him that day ; which I al* 

lowed 
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lowed for a good excuse, and will report accord- 
ingly. I dinedwith lord Masham, and sat there tjU 
eight this eveaiag.t fin4 oaate hone, . bcicause I was 
not ymy well, hut a lUde griped : but dow.I bm well 
^igpiai' 1 4riU.&ot go^ st ksatbut verf seldom, to lofti 
Mashan*8 suppers. Lcrdtreuurcr is geaeisUjr there, 
and that tempts :me i lwt[ilate nttiag up dees net 
afpFee with line: tfaere'flJhiri^oit and. the long, andl 
.wcm't do iit>| -floitdfae lyaaiumKr, idsBT little youi^ 
.womfm:; and I btws na nob^ to tniy'to yan to night, 
becsusei sf/the arri^ish(ap; for I am '^Idg to write 
.a long iletiw'toiiiin ;. hut > not so poliiickly as for- 
-inerlyi liton't trustlhiraN - 

d. Wcti-then, oome^ kt.us see this- I(it(cr ; if I 
•mush an^eifit I Biu8t.-qWiiat*B hole now? yes&ith, 
I laihenUdmTf bkthtlmy * -Xwa dvfs aftacy andthat^ 
aU, ' aiid'/^d^rbyaM^i^'i/iadaiA Stella (/ vrcro thosb 
verse&.iDade upoa inyttiBtbdaj) b^h^ when I Mad 
ithem^ i.i bod thein runqmg in my? head all the day, 
and; £aid>l-ithein oratra ttknusand times) thay drank, 
your heitlth in all th^^^^ases, ahd wished, 8cc. I 
could not get thein aaboi ny head. What ; no, I 
Jariieveit was not} wfaA db I say upon the eighth 
of .December } Compaicj and see whether I say so. 
I am glad of Mrt. fitoyt<^s recovery, heartily gfsd i 
your Dolly Manley's apd Indu^ of Cloyne's child I 
hare no oonoem about :■ i am sorry in a civil way, 
that's- all. Yes, yes, sir George St. George dead. 
Gq, ery, madam Dingley ; I have written to the 



* Dr. Swift, upon his birtbda;, used ttlwtys to road the third 
.chapter of Job. D. S. 
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HayiDond will be rich i 

For he hu the building itch. 

I. wish ail he hag got may put him out t^ debL 
Poh, I have fires like light'ning; they^ cost roe 
twelvepence a we^, beside small cxnl. . I have got 
four new . caps, madam, very fine and ooavenient, 
with striped cambrick, iiutead of muslin ; so Patrick 
iiieed not mend them, but take the oldones. Stella 
snatdied Dingle/s word out of hn- pen ; Presto a 
,coldi why aU the worid hereii dead with them : I 
never had Any thing like it in my life ; 'tis not gone 
in iive weeks. I hope Le^ is with you before this^ 
and has brought your box : bow do you like the 
ivoiy rup ? Stella ii ai^iy; but FU have a finer 
.thing for her. Is not the apnm as good ? I am sure 
I shall never be paid it; so all's well agan. What 
the quarrel with sir John Walters ? why we had not 
one word of quarrel ; only be railed at me when I 
was gone. And lord keeper and treanirer teased 
nie for a, week : it was nnts.to them : a serious thing 
with a vengeance I The wfa^ may sell thar estates 
then, or haog themselves,^ t» thej are disposed ; for 
a peace there will be. Lord treasurer told me, that 
.Conolly was gcnvg to Hanover. Your provost is a 
xoioomh. Stella is a good girl for not bang angry 
.when I tell her of spelling ; I see none wrong in 
,this. God Almighty be praised that your disorders 
lessen, it increases my hopes mightily that they will 
go off. And have you been plagued with the fear 
of the plague } never mind those reports ; I have 
heard them five hundred times. Replevi ? Replevin^ 
simpleton, 'tis Dingley I mean ; but it is a hard 
word, and so I'll excuse it. I stated Dingley*s at>- 

counts 
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counts in my last I forgot Catherine's' sevenpennjr 
' diniteffi I hope it was the beef-steaks ; Til oAl and 
tat them in spring : but goody Stoyte must give me 
cc&et or green tea, for 1 drink no bobee. Wellj 
ay, the pamphlet ; but thore are some additions to 
the fourth edition: tite fifth edition was of four 
thousand, in a smaller print, sold for sixpence. Yes, 
I had the twenty poimd bill from i^rvisol : and 
what then } Pr&y now eat the Laracor apples ; I b^ 
you not to keep th«n, but tell me what they are. 
You faaire had Tooke's bill in mylast. And so there 
now, yonr whc^e letter is answered. I tell you what 
I do ; I lay your letter before me, and' take it in or-' 
der, and answer what is necessary ; and so and soj 
Wdl ; when I expected we were all undone, I de- 
ngoed to re^ for six months, and then steal over 
to Laracor ; and I had in my mouth a thousand 
Umes-two fines of ShakEp^re, where cai^nal Wol- 
aey tmy*.i • 

" A ireak old man, battei'd with storms of state, 
, Is cMneio lay kisweatybeiw* among you." 

i b^ your pardon, I have cheated you a1! this mar- 
^ : I did not perceive it ; and I went on wider &nd' 
wider' like Stella ; awkward sluts, she writes to so, 
there * : that's ad like as two eggs a penny .-—^ weak 
old man, now I am saying it, and shall till to mor- 
row.— The duke of Marlborough sa^* " there is 
nothing he now desires so much as to contrive some 
ivay how to soften Dr. Swift." He is mistaken for 

* TLeie «ords in tbe roanutcript imitate StcUa'i wtiting, and 
art sloped iha wrong way. D. S. . - 

a 2 those 
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ftioK tiuDgt that hair& b«en ;hardest '^unit him 
]H^re not writt^ by me. Mr. sccnetary told met this 
fram^ friend of th« duke's rand i'm sure now he n 
^owDj I ^U not tratnple oo him ; oHfapujh i Iav« 
him not, I dislike his beiog oat *.—- Bemigf: was to 
qee m« this moroing, and -gave some vety ia^fkr* 
^t excu3e8 for not calling: hefe so Itmg.'' I care not 
twQponpe. Prince Eugene did not dine tvith th* . 
duke of Msrlboropgh on. &wd4y> bnt '9si ion. ai^it 
at lady Bettjf Gerpiain'stflwejaAifb, anda Yast oumfae^ 
of Uflies to see him. Mr-X$wis'and £^ihQd:-«ith a 
private Drien^. I was thii mortting to see the duke 
of Qnikond, who appointed itiQ to meet hihi at the 
cockpit at pne, but never eeme, I rat too same time 
with the ducliess. 'We don't like thBng8..iDeiy weB 
yet. I am come home early, and goiag to be'bosy. 
nigoiH^te: ; . ,,, . ... 

. g.. I'coqld ;not go ^\mp \M night tifi part <tiwa, 
and was waked before three by a noise of peof^ en- 
deavouring to break open my window j for a while I 



* Dr. Charles ^ftvenant, ivttleltv.iktcdSc^t. K? >f05, to 
his son Harry, theD secretary, and charge d'afTaires for ihe queen 
Bt Frankfort, snys, " I desire you to deliver the inclosed to col^ 
Eqritt («id«l«tcarep^ tatlJcdukeor.MQir1li6rMtgW!] Il^.c^o^ 

lain against he ha>ka rr^oient.r JK^j:a^ia ht^gfin^'imnftii'lM' 
itonour^ by haritig liad the pnndp^l Aan^ in a Jjook tatq^ pub- 
ihhcSi carted'/ I'he'taleof-aTub;" Which has made 'as mijdi 
DoiKB,:asdisiisi&ll of'wi*, «s afrj hook, perhaps, that haS come 
<ti:ft tt>»e*e,'w* j«W''eii'yeM*." tt leedi not iw-added,. that- tb* 
jipplication w^ ui>|jicccs'sful., Tq tli^ du^c of ',Ai(«rl^ravgkt 
hoi^ever, Swift (who without scruple " liturllwl the wtiole juWo 
Tonnd") appears t6 have entertained' no animosity. The refusal 
probably was noble j and Swift's conduct to the duke was equally - 
l^^ial. He dislijied hit piJncipfas ; bitf " j»revented many^ard 
things being sud of him." N. 

. ■ . would 
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Wiuld Tfdt itivf thinking it mi^ht be my imagihittion i 
■but Hearing the noise continued, I rose and went to 
the window, and then it ceased: I went to bed againj 
and heard it repeated hiore vitdently ; then I rose 
and called up the house, and got a candle: the 
rognea had lifted up the sash a yard ; there are great 
abeds before my windows, although- my lodgings be 
a story high ; and if they get upon the sheds,* they 
ire almost even with my window. We observed 
their track, and panes of glass fresh broken. The 
watchmen told us to day, f' they saw them, but could 
not catch them :" they attacked others in the neigh- 
bourhood, ab*ut the same time, and actually robbed 
a house in Sufiblk street, which is the next street 
but one to us. It is said they are seamen discharg- 
ed from service. I went up to call my man, and 
found ' his bed empty ; it seems he often Hes abroad. 
I challenged hitn this morning as one of the robb<^^ 
He is a asd dt^ { end the minute I come to Ireland 
I wilMiBcai'dhim.' I have this day got double iro^ 
bars to every window in my diningioom and bed- 
chamber ; and I hide my purse in my thread stock* 
ing between, the bed's head and the wainscot. IiCwie 
and I dinted with an old Scotch friend, who brought 
the duke of Douglas and three or ibiy: more Scots 
upon us. 

10. This was our society day, you know : but tbc 
duke of Ormond could not be witb usji .bicause he 
dined with prince Eugerte. It cost me a guinea aon- 
tribution to a poet, whb had made a copy of veraew 
upon monkies, applying the story to the duke of 
Marlborough; the rest gave two guineas, except the 
two physicians, who followed my example. don't 
like this custom: the next time I will give nothing. 
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I sat this evening at lord Masham's with lord trea- . 
surer: I don't like his countenance ; nor I don't like 
the posture of things well. 

" We cannot be stout. Till Somerset's out," 
as the old saying is, 

■ 1 1. Mr. Lewis and I dined with the chancelltM- of 
the exchequer, who eats the most elegantly of any 
man I know in town : I walked lustily in the park 
by moonshine till eight, to shake off my dinner and 
wine ; and then went to sup at Mr. Domville's with 
Ford, and fitaid till twelve. It is told me to day as 
a great siecret, that the duke of Somerset will be out 
soon ; that the thing is fixed ; but what shall we do 
vnth the duchess ? they say the duke will make her 
leave the queen Out of spite, if he be out. It h^s 
' fituck upon that fear a good while already. ~ Well but 
I>wi3 gave me a letter from MD. N. 25. O Lord, 
-2 did not expect one this fortnight, f«tth. You are 
mighty good, that's certain : but I won't answer it, 
because this goes to morrow, oi\ly what you say of 
the printer bieing taken up ; I value it not ; all's safe 
there ; nor do I fear any thing, unless the ministry 
be ohanged ; I hope-that danger is over. However, 
I shall be in Ireland be&re such a change ; which 
ccnild jiot be, I think, till the end of the session, if 
the whigs designs had gone on. Have not you an 
^ron by Leigh, madam Stella? have you all I men- 
tioned in s former letter ? 

- 12. Morning. Urisgoes to day as usual. I think 
of going into the city ; but of that at night, lis 
fine moderate weather these two or three days last. 
Farewell, ifo. Jfc ' 
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LETTER XXXDC 

lAxnoiff JAW. 13, 17ll-i2> 

lY HEN I sealed up my letter this mining, I 
looked upon myself to be not worth a groat in the 
world. Last night, after Mr. Ford and I left Dom- 
ville, Ford desired me to go with him for a miOute 
upon earnest buwness, 8nd then told me " that both 
he and I were ruined; for he had trusted Stratford 
with five hundred pounds for tickcta for the lottery; 
and he had been with Stratford, who confessed he 
kad tost fifteen thousand pounds by sir Stephen Evans, 
who broke last week; and he concluded Stratford must 
break too; that he could not get his tickets, but 
Stratford made him several excuses, whicli seemed 
very blind ones, &c." And Stratford had near lour 
hundred poiHids of m,ine, to buy me five hundred 
pounds in the South Sea company. I came home re-' 
fleeting a little; nothing concerned me but MD. I 
called all my philosophy and reli^on up; and, I thank 
Ood, it did not ke^ me awake beyond my usual time 
above a quarter ol ap how. T^is morning I sent for 
Tooke, whom I had employed to buy the stock, of 
Stratford, and settle things with him. He told me, 
" I was secure} Ibr Stratlixd had tranderred it to me 
jn form in 4kft fiouth Set house, and he had ao- 
cepted it fbr met aikd ti\ wu done oa stamped parch- 
ment:** however, he would be farther informed; and;, 
at night, sent ine a note 1o confirm me. However, 
I am not yet secure ; and, besides, am in pun for 
Ford, whom ] ^nt brought acquun(ed wltii Strat* 
ford. I dined in the (^ty, 

13. Domville 
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13. Domville and I dined with Ford to day by ap- 
pointment: the lerd hansel told^me at court to day; 
that I was engaged to him: but Stratford had pro- 
mised Ford to rtieet him and me to night at Ford's 
lodgings. He djd so; said h^ had hopes to save hinv- 
self in his affair with Evans. FcMrd aske^ him for-.his 
ticket*; he said " hewaul4 send them to morrow;'* 
but, looking in his pocket book, said " he believed 
he had some of them about him;" and gave him as 
many as came to two hgndred pounds^ which rejoiced 
u&much; besides, he talked 60 frankly, that wemight 
^hink thiere is no danger. I askp4 him, " Was there 
any more to b? settled between us in my affair?" He 
laid, "Noi" ^d answering my queetions just asTooke 
had got thegi from others; so I hope I am safe. This 
has been a seurvy affair, I believe Stella would have 
balf laughed at me, tosee a suspcious f^low^ Uket 
me, ovareach^, I s^w prince £ugerie to day at 
court ; i don't ^hiiik, him p'ugly iaced fellow, but 

■ well enough^ and a good shape. 

14. The parliament was to sit to day;. and luet; 
but were adjoyrned by- the (jueen's .dir^tious till 
Thursda)!.. She desi^s to. make some itpportaat 
speech then., Slie. pretended illness^ but I bdieve 
they were W ready» and- they expect some oppo^tion: 
qnd the Scotch lords ajre arigrjf, apd ^avigl;,be pacified- 
I was this.nioming to inyite.^hfi 4y^^ f^f Onpond to 
o\xr society on Th.ursdsy^ .vKhefej^^B is tb^ to be in- 
troduced. He ha^.appoint^ rae,at tw^y^.to morrow 
about same business:,! vfould faia. l|ia^^.his help to 
iflipeach a certain lord : but I flool^jt we^ ^i^iaU. rndtq 
ijothipg of it. I. intended to have .^qed with Ipr^ 
treasurer, but I was told hf^;WDuld,^^ bv^j: so I 

: ■ dined 
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j^oed with Mi& Van; and at n^ht I Sfit with lord 
Masliam till oi^e. Lord treaslirer was thqre, and 
chid me .for not dining with him: hewaa ia v^y good 
humoilr :' J brought home two flasks of burgupdy in 
my chair: i, wish MD had them. You see it is very 
late; so ni go to bed, and bid MD good night. 

1 », This morning I presented my printer and boot- 
seller to lord Rivers, to be statioiters to the ordnnnce; 
stationers, that's the word ; I did not write it plain at 
first. I brieve it will be worth three hundred pounds 
a year between them. This is the third employment 
I have got for them. Rivers told them, " the doctor 
commanded bim, and he durst not refuse it" I 
would have dined with lord treasurer to day again, 
but lord Manuel would not let me, and forced me 
honle. with him. I was very deep with the duke of 
Ormoiid to day at the cockpt, where we met to b* 
prtvatei but I doubt I tannot do the mischief I in- 
tended. My friend Penn came there. Will Penn th» 
quaker, at the head of hi^^ bpejChten. to t^honk th« 
^uke for hiS'kiadn«es-t«.thQb' people in IreWnd. T9' 
ee« a dpzenscowkdcelft wilh-tlj^irf iirtu oo^ and th^ 
duke cOBikplitnentiQjg mtth'ihi^ <^; \^;&.'99od sight 
enou^. I sat this e*i<^isg«\n^4u*; WiUi»n.Hc>bii)* 
son, who has mighty often invit^liiiB to, ft bottle of 
wine: artd it ».-piwt.fcw«me.( ,'•■ '■■'■• ■• i.-.- 1 ' 

> 6, This, beii^ fMfc.d«^,,Pri.Freiad:.and I went 
into the city «fe tlioa |U4ie,,ttlfte| good fasters. My 
printer and btiokseUert weni iitia.to hook, inanothet 
omplq^rfienttfoi' theia ifii'fhe.jTowQt, beciUuse it wai 
enjoyed befpre by a-.M«jti«»H'^.'al|houghit be to serve 
the ordnance wth oil; talloo^' ^c; arid is worth four 
hundred pouods per anvum snoi^: I Vill try wh^t I 
" ean do. They are resisU'ed to ask sevefal other erp- 
ploymentft 
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jJoymeotB of the same nature to othef ofiiees; vod 
I will then grease fat sows, and see whether it be 
posmble to satisfjT them. Why am tiot t a stationer? 
The parliament sits to morrow, and Wal(Jole, late 
secretary at, war, is to be swinged for bribery, and 
the queen is to communicate something of great im- 
portance to the two houses, at least they say so. 
,But I must think of answering your letter in a day or 
two. 

17. I went this morning to the duke of Ormond 
about some business; and he told me he could not 
dine with us to day, being to dine with prince Eugene. 
Those of our society of the house of commons could 
not be with us, the house sitting late on Wa^le. I 
ieft them at nine, and they were not come. We 
kept some dinner for them. I hope Walpole will be 
tesat to the Tower, and expelled the house: but, thii 
sftemoon the members I spcfke with in the court of 
requests talked dubiously of it. It will be a leading 
card to maul the duke of Marlborough for the same 
crim^ or at least to censure him. Tlie* queen's 
onessege was only to give them notice oi the peace 
she is trtatin^ and to desire tfaey will make some 
bw to prevent Jibds against the govermBent; &o fitre> 
well to Grub-street, 

18. I heard to day thai the commons of our so^ 
ctety did not leave the parliamcat tU eleven at night, 
then went to those 1 1^, and staid till three in the 
morning. Walpole >b, expdied, and sent to the 
Tower. I vna this momfng again with lord Rivers, 
and have made him give the other employment to my 
printer and bookseller) 'tis worth a great deal. I dined 
with my ficiend Lewis privately, to talk over aflairs. 
We want to have this duke of Somerset out, and he. -- 

aj^ehends 
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aqipreheiwls it' wiH not be; but I hopebetter; Tbef 
are going dqw at last to diange the cornmissioncrB of 
the customs^ myfriend eir Matt^iew Dudley will be 
oiit, and three more, and ^ior will be in. I have 
inade Ford copy out a nnall pamphlet, and sent it to 
the pre^, that I might not be kninvii for author; 
'tis " A Lfetter to the October Club," if ever yoo 
heard of mch a thing.— —Mcthinks tbis tetter goes 
on but slowly for almost awe^; I want some littte 
conv^N^tion with MD, and to know tf^uit tbey an 
doing just now. I am sick of politicks. I have not 
dined with lord treasurer these ^ree weeks: he chides 
nej but I don't care: I don't. . 

1^. I dined torday with lord treasnrer ; this is his 
diay of choice company; where they sometimes admit 
me, but pretend to grumble. And to day they met 
oh some extraordinary businessT^ the keeper, steward, 
both secretaries, lord Rivera, and lord Anglesey: I 
left them' it seven, and came away, and have beea 
writing to the bishop of Qogher. I forgot to knotf 
where to diKct to him unce sir George St. George's 
death; but I have directed to the same house: yoti 
must tell me better; ibr the letter is sent by the bell- 
man. Don't write to me again till this is gone, X 
charge you; for I won't answer two letters together. 
The diike of Somerset is out, and was with his yellow 
liveries at parliamest to day. You know he had the 
same with the queen, when he was master of the 
horse: we hope the duchess will follow, or that ha 
will take her away in spite. Lord treasurer, I hope, 
has DOW saved his bead. Has the Dean received my 
, )etter^ tuik him at cards to night 

30. Ihere wm a world of people to day at court t(v 

see 

\ n,:,-....,G0CH^Ic 



a3<J swift's JOttHNAL I'd STELLA. 

•ee prince Eugene, but all bit, for ho did -not cone; 
1 saw the ducheas of Somerset talkiifg with the dulu 
of Buckingham; sb€ looked a little down, but was 
extremely coiu-teous.'- The queen has the gout, but 
is not in mudi pain. Must I fjll'this tine too<^? well 
then, so let it ht. The duk& of Beaufort has d 
aigbty mind to coma ihtb <*ur sbciftty; shall we 1^ 
him? I spoke to the 'duke of Ormond about it, and 
be doubts a little whetherto let him in or no. Hiey 
•ty the duke of Somerset is advised by his friends to 
let his wjfe stay with the queen; I am sorry for it. I 
dined with the aecrctaty to day, with mixed company; 
I don't love it. Our sodety does not meet till Fri- 
day, because Thursday will be a busy day in the 
house ^of commons; for then the duke of Marlboj 
rough's bribery is to be examinod into about tbepeiv. 
sion paid him by those that furnished bread to the 
army. 

ai. I have heea five timtes wirti the duke of Or- 
moad about a perfect trifle, and he forgets it: I used 
him like a dog this morning for it. I was esked to 
day by several in the court of requests, ** whether it 
was true that the author of the Examln«r-f warf taken 
tp in an action of twen^ thoUsaftd poundtf by the 
duke of Marlborough?" I dined iti the dty, Vhcre 
my printer showed me a pamphlet called .'* Advice to 
the October Club," which he said w*s sen*, him by ah 

* It is the last of the page, and written close to the edge of the 
paper. D, S, ' ' ' 

f Upon the lOlh and l}^ih of this month Ch# ExBUiner on 
very severe upon the duke of Marlborough, sn^ in 'Consequence 
of this repoi't punued him with freat virul^nc^ io ^e fitlLowing 
course of bis papers, fiui Swift was not the writer of the Ex- 
aminer at that period, D. S. ' 

unknown 
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\inlcnown fiand j I (Jommended it mightily ; he nev«- 
suspected me ;. 'tis a twopwiny pamphlet. I came 
home anrf got timely to bed j but about eleven one of 
the secretary's-servants came to me, to let me know 
*' that lord trebsurer woyld immediately speA to me 
-at lord D^aBham's upon earnest business ; -and that if 
. 1 wasa-bed, Ifihould rise and ocHne."* Idid so-; lord 
treasurei: 'vrtB above with the queen: and when he 
«atoe down be- laughed^ and -said " it was not he 
*hat sent' fof' nife i" the' business was of nogreatim-,, 
|»rtance, only to g?ve me a^per, which mighlhave 
been dohe toWidrrow.- - 1 alaid iiith them till past one, 
and then got 'to bed'again.' ; Pize fai* their frolicks. 
I UwugM to have answered jtoar letter. ■ 

32.' Doctor (Wastrel' vwis to see me this Aroming; 
he is art eminent divine, one, of the canons of Christ- 
■church, and one I Jove very well : he satcl; -*' he was 
ghd to find I «^S not with James Br<^.'* I asked 
what he meant. *' Why," says he, " have you not 
seen^the Grub-sti-eet piper,"lhat says Dr.Swift was 
^Bken up, as author of ^•'tTie Examiner,'* (rtlan ac- 
tion of twenty- tliousami "liounds, and w^as'^n^dw at 
•filmea Droad*sT* (whoj'! 8ll{)pose, is some' bailiff.) 
IknewBothihgof this*" bat 'at- the court of requests 
twenty people told me *i. t*iey heard I had bten takeii 
up." Lord Lansdown obsei'ved to the sefctetary and 
nie, '* that the whigs sjfreid' three lies yesterday • ; 
that abopt me j &nd another; that Macartney, who 
was^unwdout last summer, is again restbred to' his 
places in the army; arid' the third, that Jack Hiira 
eommissfen (bt lieutenant of the tower is stopped, 

* Tbn« f ies are aJl particularly meiitiuoed by th« ExtunJooi) 
N.'lb, dated Ftib. 7, 1711-12. D, S. 

and 
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and that Cadogan is to continue. Lansdown thmki 
they have some design by these reports ;. I cannot 
guess it. Did I teU you that Sacheverell has desired 
mightily to come and. see me ; but I ,hav« put it off: 
tie h^, heard that I have spoken to the secretary in 
behalf of a brother whqm he maintains, .and ^o da- 
sires ^an employnient. T'other day at the court of 
i^yiests Dr. Yalden saluted me byname-: Sacheve>- 
rdt, who was just by, came up to.,m% and made me 
jnany acknowledgements and cotnpUn^nts. Lart 
night I desired lord treasurer to 4° something for 
that brother of Sachevereirsi.he, saM» " he nevo" 
knew he had a brother i" but than^:^ me for telling 
him, and immediately put his name in his ^blebook. 
I will I^ Sacheverell know this, that he n^y take 
Jiis measures accordingly ; but he ^hall be i^one of 
my acquaintance. I dined to day [^ivately with the 
secietsry^ left him at six, paid a visit or two^ and 
came home. 

23. } dined again to day with the .secretary ; bat 
could not dispatch some business I had with him, he 
has so rmiKh beside upon hi^ hands at this jupctuje; 
end preparing against tl)<; great busitiess tgtnorrov^, 
.which we are tpp full of. The ministfer's deagn 'i^ 
that tl^e duke of Marlborough shall be.' censured a* 
gently ,as possible, jM-ovidied his friends will not make 
head to defend him ; but if they do it may end in 
some severer votes. A gentleman who was just now 
wjth him, tells me " he is much cast dowOi wd feUen 
away; but he is positive, if he has but ten friends in 
the house, that they shall defend him to the ulmoat, 
and endeavour to prevent the least censure upon 
him ;"" which I think cannot be, since the bribeiy is 
manifest : 

n,:,""-ii,Gl.H)'.^lc 
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taanifet : bit Solomon Medina pwd him six thou- 
sand pounds 8 year to have the employnHmt of pro- 
-vidiog bread for the army, and the duke owns it in 
his letter to the commissioners of accompta. I was 
to night at lord Masham'-S ; Ivrd Duj^in took out 
my new little pamphlet^ awl the secretary read a 
great deal of it to lord treasurer ; they all oom- 
mended it to the skies, and so did I, and they b^n 
a healUl to the author. But I doubt lord treasurer 
suspected; &r he said, " T^is is Dr. Davenatit's 
style ;" whidi ii his cant when be «]tpi*nti oie. But 
I carried the msttor my mf). Lord treasurer put 
thepampUetitt his pock£t toreadat home.' Til an- 
Etvo' your letter to morrow. 

lA. The secretai^ made tarn promise to dine With 
him to day aAer ^ parliament was t^ ; I aaid I 
<iMiildcDme; but I dined at my nsual tiaii: » know- 
ing the hou^ woold at iate on Uiis gveat aSmr. I 
dinedat a tavern with Mr. Dcmville and aabther 
fieatleman; I' haw ntftdone so before these many 
months;' At teni thu evening I went tothesecre- 
tary, bdt bew^s ncA borne home ; I aat with his lady 
tiil twelve tjicn oamie away; and he just came asl 
was gonct and he sent to my lodgings, but I nuuld 
not go back ; and so I know not how things have 
passed; but hope all is weH i, and I will tdl ycu to 
morrow day. It is late. Sec 

3i. The secretary sent to roe this morBing to 
know whether we should dine together ; I went to 
him, and there I learned, that the question^ went 
against the duke of Marlborough by a m^rity ot 
a hundred ; and sothe ministry is mighty well saeiisrfied^ 
and the duke will nowbe able to do no hurt -The 
secretary 
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secretary snd. I fi^d lord Mosham, &C. ditteS wi^ 
lieutenant general Withere, who is justgoingtp look 
after the army in Flanders: the secretary aiid I left 
them aiittle after tavea, aad.I «ii come home, and 
will iiov answer your' letfsr, becauGe this goes to 
sn6rrow : let me satf.— -r-llhB box . at Chester ; O^ 
burn that boo^ and haag thk. Steme:^ 1 bdve'deured 
one ta inquire for it- wfa6 Trent fewaod iMland 'last 
Monday, but Iam.tnlutter despiir of i&r-HNo, I was 
not splenetick ; you E^ whqt [^n^escttie ^emrt has 
been at to set all right agnin.. ■ And^tbat ductiess w 
not out )iet, and may dnc day cailut^nxibe miichieC 
Sonietset. shows all aboat a latter, ifofti'tlte queen^ 
desiring him to let his yjlfe contiatte wlh:faCT, h 
not -that; rare 1 I fincj Dingley smelied a rat;; because 
thb vAiigs, ^re-.q^ijiirvibnt ifi ever I hear that wool 
agsta, VH.atp/JuA: ijoa. ' I am gl^ yoki gotiyourmf 
iafe.<adustMni4;'i3bes Stella Hkt hce aprod? .Yqor 

-CDitkktfialiaet'.guaavi^esiIaf <iuoceaioa..iiriB pD[JfHesii 
thal'A an. answer tuE^thei^jectimiifl Xheiamaltee^ 

' bm% made tiie-anaeu^ection, fant itias ttAoIlj^muQgi. 
Tadiof yuar a^lnlQntthatiBmJldaidbvrodgh'fsjnBd 
too.handlyj: I hatd.ofi:efT.'a9ntebcd)Oitif|l^smg0%'iroia 
|iapers I audi p^p^ts raent torn htfiieti: \h^ vtan ■ 
prifitedi btoau6s{I jticmght. thorn Uod sskaxk. - jfiott 
h« i» flertaiiity.a VUlcisni^tii and Jsis^tpoisorti oCmita^ 
beside military. The "■ EiifamiBertf aregood./or 
littl^ :!£ wotiM&in laBVB;hinderod.tbe severity of the 

. twQcor lli|'^kitv:'^Ot-iawI(Jbnot. I. will either bring 
jrouK p^Ea.w«:>:or Iffaye thesb iwitfa Tdoke,, fai 
ffhose ^ honeatjE 1 will eqgiige^ And I think it is best 
^iot to venture tliem nibh me at sea. Stellb is a pro 
phet, by foretelling so very positively that all would 

be 
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be well. Diike of Ormond speak against peace ? 
No, simpleton ; he is one of the staunchest we have 
for th^ ministry. Neither trouble yourself about the 
printer ; he appeared the first day of term, and is to 
appeEkr when Summoned again ; but nothing el$e 
will come of it. Lord chief justice is cooled since 
this new settlement. No ; I will not split my jour- 
nals in half; I will write But once a fortnight : but 
you may do as you will ; which is, read only half at 
once, and t'other half next week. So now your let- 
ter is answered. (Pox on these blots !) What must 
I say more ? I will set out in March, if there be a 
ifit of fine weather ; unless the ministry desire me to 
stay till the end of the session, which may be a- 
month longer ; but I believe they will not : for I 
suppose the peace will be made, and they will have 
no farther service - for me. I must make my canal 
fine this summer, as fine as I can. I am afraid I 
shall see great neglects among my quicksets. I hc^ 
the cherry trees on the river walk are -fine things 
now. But no more of this. 

26. I forgot to finish- this letter this morning, amt 
am come home so late I must give it to the bellman ; 
but I would have it go to night, lest you should 
thiufe there is' any thing in the story of my being aj)- 
rested in an action of twenty thousand pounds by 
lord Marlborough, Whiph I hear is in Dyer's Lett«, 
and consequently^ I suppose, gone to Ireland. Far&. 
well, dearest MDj &c. £cc. 



' lETTER 
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^ET^ERXU 

L0»DO», JAK. a6^ 1711-12. 

1 HAVE no gilt paper left of this oxm, a» yat 
tnust be content with plain. Our society dined to- 
gether to day, for it was put off, as I told you, upoa 
lord Marlborough's bigness on Thursday. The duke 
of OrmoBd dindd with ufi to day, the first time) vc 
weK thirteen at tablet and lord Lansdomi came in 
»fytr (^nner, so that ve. wanted bi^t three. The se- 
cretary proposed the duke of Beaufort, who desirs 
to be one of our society ; but 1 stopped it, becansc 
the duke 'of Ormond doubts a little, about it; and 
he was gone befbr^ it was pressed. I left them at 
seven, and sat this evening with pecs' Mrs. Wesley, 
who has beoi mightily ill to day wi^ a funtmg &: 
Kbe has often convulacHii too; she takes a laixfotre 
with atafcetida, which I have now in my nose;, and 
■every tiiung smells of it. 1 never. 9nelt.it before; 
*tis abominahle. We have eight packets, tiiey say, 
.doe from Irdand. 

07. I codd not see ptince Et^cne at cduit to dqr,^ 
'tte crowd was m great. 'Rik wiugs oontrin to baxe 
■-m crowd always about hln^ and empl<^ the raUile to . 
give the word, vthtm he sets ont fioa any place. 
When the dufdtess of Hamilton cvne &dib the qseoi 
afler church, she whi^iered me '* Hi&t she was gcnng' 
to pay me a visit :** I went to lady Oglethorp's, the 
place appointed; for ladies ahraya visit me in third 
places, uid she kept me till near four : she talks tod 

mu(^ 



»WIFT'» MfllMSAh T4 ITULA. 043 

ttKichy k a plaguy detractor, snd I believe I tdiadl not 
much like her. J was ei^ged to dine with lord, 
Ma^ro; th^ staid as long as they oould, yet had 
alinoflt dined, and were gung in anger„to pull dovfa 
the brass peg ibr my hat, but Indy Masham sxfoA it. 
At eight I went again to lord Ma^uun's; lord trea^ 
surer is generally there atnigbt: we sat Jtp till ^moet 
two. Lord treBHir^ has engaged me to (»ntriv« 
some way to keq> the ardibidiop of York from bemg 
seduced by ktrd Nottingbeni. I wiU do what I can 
m it to morrow. Tis rery iMe, so I most g» 

as. Poor Mrs. Manliey the author is very X of « 
dR^>sy and sore )eg ; the printer tells ' me " be is 
afraid she cannot bve long." I am beartUy sorry 6x 
her ; ske has very g»>erous prindi^es ibr one of b&r 
sort ; and a great deal of good tmae and inventioB ( 
she is about forty, very lioinely and very &L Mift. 
Vaa made me dioe with bo* to day. I was this mom- 
tjig with the duke of Oroiond, and tbe proloouttMV 
about what lord treasurer spoke to me yesterday; I 
know not what will be ^ issue. There ia but a 
.slender majority in the house of lords; and we VBllt 
more. We are sadly morti&ed at the news of tb« 
French taking the town in Brasil fiom the Portu* 
guese. The sixth edition of three dKnuand'of the 
Conduct of the Allies is sold, and the printer ta&l 
0i a seventh ; eleven thousancl of tbem have been 
H^; which is a prodigious run. The little twopenrqr ' 
'letter of Advice to the October Club does not edii 
X know not the reason; Sxit m finely writteo, 1 4»- 
fwtre you; and, Hke atrue autiior, I grow food of ^ 
because it does not sell : you know that is usual to 
wiiters, to condemn the judgment of the world: If 
a 2 I had 
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I had hinted it to be mine, every body would bavfl 
bought it, but it is a great secret. 

29. I borrowed one or two idle books of Comet 
des Fees*, and have been reading them these two 
days, although I have much business upon my hands. 
I loitered till one at home; then went to Mr. Lewis 
at his office ; and the vice-chamberlain told me, 
'* that lady Ryalton had yesterday resigned her em- 
ployment of lady of the bedchamber, and that lady 
Jane Hyde, lord Rochester's daughter, a mighty 
pretty girl, is to succeed;" he said too,." that lady , 
Sunderland would resign in a day or two." I dined 
with Lewis, and then went to see M^. Wesley, who 
is better to day. But you must know, that Mr- 
Lewis gave me two' letters, one from the bishop of 
Cloyne, with an enclosed from lord Inchequin to 
lord treasurer ; which he desires I would deliver and 
re«bmmeud. I am told, that lord was much in with 
4ord Wharton, and I remember he was to have been 
one of the lords justices by his recommendation j yet 
the bishop recommends him as a great friend to the 
fthurch, ■&C. I'll do what I think proper. — ^T'other 
letter was from little saucy MD, N. 26. O Lord, 
never'saw the like, under a cover too, and by way of 
journal-; we shtll never have done. Sirrahs; how 
d6rst you write so soon, sirrahs } I won't answer it 
5-et.; ■■ ■ . 

'30.' I was this morning with the secretary, wli# 
was sick, and out of -humour ; he would iieeds drink 
champaign some days^ ago, on purpose to spite me, 
-because I'advised him ^against it,' and now he paj-s 
for it; Stella used to do such tricks formerly ; he put 

• Tales of the Fairies. D. S. 
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ttie in mind of her. Lady Sunderland has resigned 
her place too. It is lady Catherine Hyde that suc- 
ceeds lady Ryalton ; and not lady June. Lady Ca- 
therine is the late earl of Rochester's daughter- I 
dined with the secretary, then visited his lady j and 
«at this evening with lady Masham; the secretary 
came to us; but lord treasurer did not; he dined with 
the master of the rolls, and staid late with him. Our 
sosiety does not meet till to morrow se'nnight, be- 
cause we fhink the parliament will be very busy to 
morrow upbn the state of the war; and the secretary, 
who is to treat as president, must be in the house. I 
fency my talking of persons and things here, must 
be very tedious to you, because you know nothing of 
them; and, I talk as if you did. You know Kevin's- 
tireet, and PFerburgh-street, and (what do you call 
the street where Mrs. Walls lives?) a.nd' Ingo/dily, 
and Higgins, and lord Santry; but what care you for 
latfy Catherine Hyde ? Why do you say nothir>g of 
your health, sirrah ? I hope it is well. 

31. Trimnel, bishop of Norwich, who was with 
this lord Sunderland at Moor-park in their travels, 
preached yesterday before the house of lords; and to 
day the question was put to thank him and print his 
sermon; but passed against him; for it was a terrible 
whig sermon. The bill to repeal the act for natu- 
ralizing protestant foreigners, passed the honse of 
lords to day by a majority of twenty, though the 
Scotch lords went out, and would vote neither way^ 
ill discontent about duke Hamilton's patent, if you 
know any thing of il. A poem is come out to day, 
inscribed to me by way of a flirt; for it is a whi^sh 
poem, and good for nothing. They pl^;ued me 
ifrith it in the court of requests. I dined with lord 
treasurer 
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treasurer at fire ^ne, only with one Dutchman. 
Prior is now a coininisaioner of the customa. I' toM 
you so befora, I suppose. When I came home to 
night, I found a letter from Dr. Saf^ereretl, thank- 
ing me for recommending his brother fo lord tre»> 
rurer and Mr. secretary for • place. Lord treasurer 
tent to him about it ; so good a solicitor was I, al- ' 
though' i once hardly thought I should be sdicitof 
for Sacheverell. • 

Feb. 1. Has not your Dean of St. Patrick re- 
ceived my letter i you say nothing of it, ^though I 
writ above a month ago. My printer has got the 
gout, and I was forced to go to hira to day, and thera 
I dined. It was a most delicious d^; why don't 
you observe whether the same days be fine with you 1 
To night at six Dr. Atterbury and IMor, and I, and 
Dr. Freind, met at Dr. Robert Fraud's house at Wesl- 
mmster, who is master of the school : there we sat 
tiJl one, and were good enough company. I hem 
take leave to tell politick Ditigley, tlHtt the passage 
in " The Conduct of the Allies" is so for from being 
blamablc,, that the secretary designs to insist upon it 
in the house of commons, when the Treaty of Barrier 
is debated there, as It now shortly will, for they have 
ordered it to be laid before them. The pamphlet of 
" Advice to the October Club" begins now to aeH i 
but I belicTc its iaroe will hardly reach Ireland ; 'tis 
^nely written, i ^surc you. I long to answer your 
letter ; but won't yet; you know 'tis late. Sic. 

'i. This ends Christmas ; and what care I } I have 

nttther seen, nor 'felt, nor heard any Christmas this 

year. I passed a lazy dull day : I was 4his morning 

yrith lord treasurer, to get some pliers ftpm turn, 

' yhieh he wiU remember as much as a cat, although 

1 ^ it 



It be 1^ cwn banness. It ^twtemd rain, but did 
not fiiuoh } and Prior uid I wa&ed an hour in the 
park, which quite pot ate out of my measures. I 
^ned with a 6rlend bard by; and in the evenkig sat 
with lord Masham tiXl twefve. Xicnrd treasurer did 
not Mom ; this u an idle dining day usually wit^ 
btm. We wMA to bear from HoUwid how our peact 
goes on t for we are afraid <^ UioM sooandrds th« 
D^teh, leBt they should {day us trioks. Lord Mair, 
a Scotch earl« was with us at k>rd Ma^m'-a ; I wal 
et^tng with him about the BtidlriK<n»ie«8 and (cXif 
ot his countrymen : they ere so txtgry about tlu 
afSiit of dake Hamilton, whont th6 <iiiees bas made 
M. dske of England, and tbfe house of lotds \nll not 
admit him^ he swears he vitiald vote ibr us, but 
dare not; because all Scotland would dete^ him 
if he did ; he should nei^r be chosim- again, nor b* 
able to live there. 

S. i was at court fo day to look for a dinner ; but , 
idtd not Kke any that were offfertd me ; and I dined 
wl^ lord Moim^y. The queen has the gout in her 
knee, aiad was not at ehapel- I hear we have a 
Dutch mail, but I know not what news, although ] 
«BS- with the secretary this morning. He showed 
ifie a letter from the Hanover envoy, Mr. Bothmar, 
eomplfuning ihat the Barrier Treaty is kid b^ore the 
hoote of Commons ; and desiring that no infringe' 
fnent may be made in the guarantee of the succes- 
sion ; but the secretly has written him a peppering 
•Aswer. ' I &icy you understand all this, and are 
able states g^rls, smce you have read '* The Conduct 
flf ^ Allies." We are all preparing against the 
btrthday, I think it is Wednesday next. If the 
aueen's j^i increases, it wiU spoil sport. Prince 

Eugene 



9iB swift's JPUBNAI. TO STItl^A, 

Eugene h:^ two Hm Spitf m^cle ag^ns^ it ; aQ4 the 
queen is to giye hi)n a svvord worth fPMr thoqssni) 
pounds, the diainond$ s^t transparent. . 

4. I was this morning soliciting at the house of 
commons' door for Mr. Vesey, a son of the archbishop 
of Tuam, who has petitioned for a bill to relieve 
hitn in some difficulty about his estate.; I secured 
i\im abowe fifty members. I dined with lady Ma- 
jh^m. We h9ve no packet from ilolland, as I was 
told yesterday : and this wjnd will hinder many peo- 
■p'e from appearing at the birthday, who expected 
clothes from Hf^land... I appointed to .meet a gentle-r 
mail at the secretary's to night, and they both failed, 
iThe hovise pf commons have this day made many 
Kvere votes about our being ajjused by our allies. 
Those who spoke, drew all their argument? from my 
book, qnd their votes confirm all I writ; the court 
had a majority of a hundred and fifty: all agree, that 
it was my book that spirited^ them to these resolu-r 
tions ; I long to see thern in print. My head has 
not been as well as I could wish it for some days* past; 
but I have fipt had any^iddy fit, and I hope it will 
go over. 

■5, The secretary turned me out of his room this 
. morning, and sJiowcd me fifty guinea? rolled up, 
wliich he was going to give some French spy, I 
dined with four Irishmen at a tavern to day; I thought 
I had resolved against it before, but I broke it. I 
played at cards this evening at lady Masham's, but I 
(inly played for her while she was writing; an(J I won 
her a pool; ^nd sppped there. I^ord treasurer was 
ivith us, biit went a\yay before t\¥elve. The ladies 
and lords have all their clothes ready, against ti^ 
fliorrow : I £aw several mighty fine, and I hope there 
' ■ ' ' F«l 
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will be a great appeanmce, in spite of that spiteful 
'French fe^fin of the whiggish ladies not to come, 
which they have all resolved to a woman; and I hope 
it will more spirit the queen against them for ever. 
.. G. 1 went to dine at lord Masham's at three, and 
met all the company just coming out of c»urt; a 
mighty crowd : they staid long for their coaches: I 
had an opportunity of seeing several lords and ladies 
of-my acquaintance iii their fineries. Lady Ashburn- 
ham looked the best, in' my eyes, ffheysay 'the court 
was never iuiler nor finer: _Lord treasurer, His lady, 
and two. dat^rt^, and Mrs: Hill dined with lord 
^d ladyiMashanT; the five -latJisB were mopstrous 
fine. The qaeeh ^ve princeBngene the diamond 
steord ,tb;Lday; but nobody was by when shegqve it, 
except my lord chamberlain. , There was an enter- 
tmtimcnt of^ opera songs at n^t, and the queen was 
atall-the eiitntainment, and isivery well after it. I 
saw lady Whartbn, as ugly hs the devil, coming out 
in the crowd fill in an undress; she had been with 
the Marlborough daughters and lady Bridgwater in 
fit. James's, loo^iiig'out X)f the window all undressed 
to see the sight I do not hear that one whig ladj 
was there, except those of the bedchamber. Nothing 
has made so . great a noise as one Kelson's chariot, 
that cost iline' hundred and thirty pounds, the finest 
xva» ever seen. ■ The rabHe huzzaed him as much as 
they did fHince Eugene. This is birth-day chat. 
■ 7.. Our society met to.day, the duke of Ormond 
Was not wiUi us; we have lessened our dinners, which 
were gtown so extravagant, that lord treasurer and 
^ery body else cried shame. I left them at.sevenf 
visited for an hour, and then came home, like a good 
boy. The queeR is much better after yesterday's exr 
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ercice : ber friemb widi she vould nse a little mon. 
lopp(tsied lordJeT-se/s election into our society, andbe 
its refused: I likewise opposed the iMu of Beauisrt; 
but I bdieye he wiH be chosen m sfrite of me: Z don't 
^ittch care: I «bali not be with them abow two 
Hiwthsi for I resolve to set out for Irelani the be^ 
tininng of April next (before I trest them again) and 
soe ptj willows. 

St i dined to dsjr in the cdty; this nK>ming a 
Kotwdrel dog, one of the queen's rausiclc, a Gorman, 
whom I hfld never seen, got access to me ia ny chaot- 
ber bjr Patrick's folly, aul grvrdy denred me ** to get 
•■ employincnt io the cust(mu for a friend of fan, 
who would be very grateftil ; and liltewiie to fonmud 
a project of his own, for iwsing ten thousand pbnndi 
a year upon c^>era8." I used him ciriller than be de> 
•er«'ed ; but it vexed me to the ^uck. He was taU, 
*■ I had a mighty interest with brd tnnauKr, and 
one word of mine^ be.-*— ~Well; I got boms early 
en pinpose to answer MD's letter, N. 46] for this 
goes to rnorrow.— >WeH; I never saw sucb a leiter ia 
all my life; ao ixacj, so jounialif^, so sn^iwaft, »Q 
p^teoding, so evei^ thing. I sbtiafied all your fears 
in my lasti ^ is gone well, as yen ny ; yet yon mm 
an impudent dut to be so po^tve; you wit) B wag ffl S 
so upon yoar sagacity that wte ahaU never han done* 
fny don't mislay your reply j I wraild aataxwAy print 
it, if I had it here: hew long is it? I aopposa half 
a iheet; was tite answer written in Ireland? yes, yes, 
ytM sbaU har^a letter when you came froai BaiigaU*. 
I need not tell you a^in who^s out and veto's in : 
vre can never gdt out ths iftu^eas of Sto»rset.-<*-*S«i, 

* ATiltwgenraiQvUiD. 9. & 
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they say Presto writ " The Conduct " &c.! Do th^ 
tike it? I don't care whetho- they do or no; but the 
Resolutions printed t'other day in the Votes are al- 
most quotations from it; and woi^d never have 
passed, if that book had not been written. I witt 
not meddle with the " !^>ectator>" let him fair-sex it 
to ^e wwUTs end. My disonler is over, but blood 
"Was not from thie piles,— —Well, madam Dingley, 
the frost} why we had a great frost, but I forget how 
long ago ; it lasted above a wedt or ten tlays : I be- 
lieve about six weeks ago; but it did not break so 
soon with us I think as December 29 ; yet X tiiink it 
was about that time, on second thoughts. MD cut 
have no letter from Presto, says you, and yet fouf 
days before you ov^n you had my thirty-seventh, un- 
reasonable sluts! The bishop of Gloucester is not 
dead, and I am as Itk^y to succeed the duke of 
Marlborough as him if he were ; there's enough for 
that now. It is not unlikely that the duke of 
Shrewsbury will be your governor! at least I believe* 
the duke of Ormond will not return. — Well, Stella 
again: why really Qnrea editions of " The Conduct," 
&c. is very much for Ireland ; it is a sign you have 
some honest among you. — Well; I will do Mr. 
Hfenley all the service I can: but he will ruin him- 
self. What business had he to eng^e at all about 
4he city ? can't he wish his cause well, and be quiet, 
when he finds that stirring will do it no good, and 
himself a great deal of hurt 5 I cannot imagine who 
should open my letter ; it must be done at your side. 
— If I hear of any thoughts of turning but Mr. 
Mauley, I will endeatour to prevent it. I have al- 
ready had all the gentlerrfen of Ireland here upon my 
tnck often, for defending him. So now I have 
answered , 
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i your saucy letter. My humble semce, to 
goody Stoyte and Catherine ; I will come . soon for 
my dinner. 

Q. Morning. My cold goes off at last; but I 
think I have got a small new one. I have ,no news 
Knee last. They say we hear by the way of Calais^ 
that peace is very near concluding. I hope it may 
"be true. I'll go and seal up my letter, and give it 
myself to njght into the postoffice ; and Sio J bid my 
dearest MDfarewdl till to night. I heartily wish 
myself with them, as hope laved. ' My willows and 
quicksets, and trees, will be finely improved, I hope 
this year. It has been fine hard frosty weather yester- 
^y and to day. Farewell, &c. &c. &c. 



LETTER XLI*. 

LOnDON, FEB. p, 1711.12, 

W HEN my letter is gone, and I have none of 
yours to answer, my conscience is so clear, and my 
shoulders go light, and I go on with sucH courage to 
prate upon nothing to dear charming MD, you would 

• Endorsed, " 9 Feb. lo 23, inctujive; received March 1."— 
The part of those Journal Letters which was published by Dr. 
Hawkesworih appearing more polished than that given ro the 
vorld by Mr. Deane Swift,, it was natural lo imagine that some 
■Iterations had been made. On examinaticn, 1 £nil tfaat in ihe 
originals (now in the British Museum) bcstJci a fen insertions, 
iffhich appear to be by the Dean himself, are several obliterations, 
fome pf vBich are here restored, N. 

wonder, 
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wonder. I dined to day with sir Matthew Dudley, 
who is newly turned out of commission of the cus- 
toins. He lafiects a good heart, and talks in the ex- 
tremity of whiggery, which was always his principle; 
though he was gentle a little, while he kept in em- 
ployment. We can get no packets from Holland. I 
have not heen with any of the ministry these two or 
three days. I keep out of their way on purpose, for 
a certain reason, for some time; though I must dine 
with the secretary * to morrow, the choosing of the 
company being left to me. I have engaged lord 
Anglesey and lord Carteret, and have promised to get 
three more ; but I have a mind that none else should 
be admitted. However, if I like any body at, court 
to morrow^ I may perhaps invite them. I have got 
another cold, but not very bad. 

30. I saw prince Eugene at court to day very 
plain. He is plaguy yellow, and literally ugly be- 
sides. The court was very full, and people had their 
birthday clothes. I was to invite five; but I only in- 
vited two, lord Anglesey and lord Carteret. Pshaw, 
I told you this but yesterday. We have no packets 
from Holland yet. Here are a parcel of drunken 
whiggish lords, like your lord Santry, who come into 
chocolatehouses, and rail aloud at the tories, and 
have challenges sent them, and the next morning 
eome and beg pardon. General Ross^ was like to 
swinge the marquis of Winchester for this trick, the 
other Iday ; and we have nothing else now to talk of 
till the parliament has had another bout with " the 
state of the war," as they intend in a kw days. 

• St. John: H, 

+ Charles Ross, esq,, appointed licutmant gencni) vf the horse 
under the dukeor Orioond in Flanders, April 5, I? 13. N. 
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They have ofdered the Bsmer Treify to be laid fae» 
fore them; and it was talked some time ago, aa if 
there was a dengn to impeach lord Townshend, viho 
soadeit. I have no more poUtieks now. Nigbti 
dearMD. 

]|. I fKned with lord Angles^ to day, vho had 
aevea Iiishmm to be my oxnpanions, of wbidi two 
only were ooscombs. One I did not luiow, and the 
Other was yout^ B%h, who is a Jiappf c£ Sgarm 
iiere, with a fine chariot. He asked me one day at 
court, when I had just bera talkkig with aomc lords, 
who stood near me, " Doctor, when shall we see yoa 
m the oMinty of Meatb?" I whispered him " to 
ta]c£ care what be said, for the pec^e would thitU: 
he was some barbanan." He would ntver speak to 
me since, till we met to day. I vent to lady M^ 
flam's to night, and sat with tend treasnrer and the 
secretary there till past two o'clock; and when I came 
hooie, found acHne letto^ from Ireland, which I read, 
but can say nothing of them till to morrow, it is so 
ytty late ; but I must alwvys be, late'tv early, MX^K 

ate 

13. One letter was from the bishop c£ 0<^ber last 
night, and the other (nmt Walls*, ibovt Mn. 
South's-^ salary, and his own pension <^ ^hteen 
pounds fca* his tithes of ^e park. I will do nothing 
in ather. The first I cannot serve in, and the other 
is a trifle ; only you may td\ him " I had his letter, 
and will £peak to Ned Soutburall about viihai he de- 
ures me." You say nothing of your dean's reoeivi^ 
my letter, 

• Archdeacon Walls, rector of Castleknock. N. 
-t Widow of Mr. South, &cominis«oiicr of the vtveuue ii !»• 
land, and o«e of tb« i'VDzen of the Fteuut park. F. 
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I £n4, Q«aarantf, whom I F«CEHi»nea£lad to loid 
Anglesey* last jwar, at Walls? desire, Or raUiei tb» 
tobep of Clc^her's, is mightily ia lord Aogleai^'s 
kfwit, Tou nay kH the bishc^ and Wdh ao. I 
said to lord Ang^raey, that I was glad I bad Uie good 
hick to FeooBtmcBd him, &c 

I diaed in the City with aiy [Hunter to eoosult with 
htm aboul Mrnie p^wrs-f- lord treasure gave me Iwt 
oigbt, aiho always does, toa late. However, I will 
io AcHtiething u^ tltem. My thirc' eold fs a titdo 
tettei, I never had any thug like it be^re, tbne 
colds sneeessivelyt. I Hope I ahelt ham the fowlh. 
Thne messeogers coioe from H<^and to iayt mti 
Ibey bivi^ltf over the nx packets that were due I 
kdootf not the peittculaTa yet ; for whea I was wHl| 
the seerstary at nooti, tbi^ were ;ust ^ipaaiia^. BoC 
one tiuitg 1 fM, the Dutch are j^ajiog us tric^ 
and tmoferiatg vritfa the Freach; they are dogat I 
IhaU know more, 

19. I Aucd to day priratdy with my friend temii, 
aft his iod|pttga, to coasuli about some obseiYatioM 
im the Barrier Treaty. Our newa from H^^ad ia 
not good. The French raise di^Bcitlties, and m^e 
aucb 40erft to tka aHies as cannot be accepted: and 
IbA Dateh are uneasy that we are likdy to get any 
tiMog for ourAdvie»; and the whi^ ace ^ad atatt 
tkia* I Came home early, ajod have beea very bosy 
&TCB or four hoorst I had a lettw from Dr. Fratt 
to day by a private hand, recommending the besrer 
to me, for something I ahalt not trouble myself 
ftboYit. Wedley writ to recoBioiend the 9»ne fellow 

* ScCfetu-y «f ttBlft f*r Irckndt F. 

f MauriaU (oi bis " £«isMks ua the &arn«r Trestj." Nu 

W 
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tome. 1^19 expression is, " tbat, hearing t lun ac* 
quainted witii my lord treasurer, he desires I would 
do so and so." A matter of nothing. What puppies 
are mankind! I hope I shall be wiser when I have 
cmce done with courts. I think you hare not 
troubled me much with your recommendations^ I 
would do you M. the service I could. Pray have you 
got your apron, Mrs, Ppt ? I paid for it but yester-* 
day; that puts me in mind of it. I writ an inven- 
tory of what things I sent by Leigh in one of my 
letters. Did you compare it with what you got: I 
hear nothing of your cards now ; do you never play; 
yes, at BaJigacol. Go to bed. Night, dearest MD. 
14. Our society dined to day at Mr." secretary's 
house. I went there atfour ; but hearing the house 
of commons would sit la*e upon the Barrier Treaty, 
I went for an hour to Kensington,- to see lord Ma- 
shatn'a children. My young nephew*, his son of 
six months old, has got a swelling in his neck. I 
fear it is the evil. We did not go to dinner till eight 
at night, and I left them at tai. The common* 
have been very severe on the Barrier Treaty, as you 
will find by their votes. A whig member took out 
the " Condact of the Allies," and read the passag* 
about the succession with great resentment; but 
bone seconded him. The church party carried every 
vote by a great majority. The archbishop of 
Dublin is so railed at by all who come from Ireland, 
that I can defend him no longer. Lord Anglesey 
assured me, " that the Story of applying Piso out of 
Tacitus to lord treasurer being wounded is true." I 

* Lon) Masfiam was one of tlie sixteen brothers; which ac^ 
ciBita for Swift's calliog his son nephey, N. 

^ believe 
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believe .the dake of. Beaufort will be adtni'tteil to our 
•Qciety Dext meetiog. To day I pnblMied the 
" FaUe of Midas ^," a poem printed m a loose half 
Bbeet c^ paper. I tnov not how it will take; but it 
passed wonderful^ at our society to night; and Mr. 
deoetary read it before me the other night, to lord 
treasurer, sit lord Mashatn's, where they equally tp- 
.proved of it. Tdl me how it passes with you. I 
■Homk this paper is larger than brditiary ; for ben! is 
s aix days journal, and no iwarer the bottom. I fear 
tiicse journals are very dall. Note my <hillest lines. 

IS. Mr. Lewis and I dined by invitation with a 
StxAA acquaintance, after I bad been Tciy bnSy in 
zny chamber, till two in the afternoon. My thini 
cold is now very troublesome on my breast, e^pedally 
in the moming. Thia is a great revolution m my 
health ; colds nevo- used to return so soon with me, 
or list so bn^. It is very stirpriatAg this naivft to 
day of the dat^hin and dauphincss both dying withih 
nx, days. They say the old king is almost heart- 
hecka : be has had prodigious mortifications in his 
fiunily. l^e dauphin has left two little sons; of four 
and two years old ; the eldest is tick, lliae is a 
jbolish stoiy got about the town, that lord Strafford, 
one ef our plenipotentiaries, is in the interest of 
France: and it has been a good while said, that lord 
privy ssal-^ and he do not agree very well ; they are 
both long practised in business, but neither of them 
of much parts. Strafford has some life and spirit ; 
but is infinitely proud, and wholly illiterate. Night, 
MD. 



* Prints in vol. XVI. p. lo6. N. 

-f- Dr. John RobiiMW, bisho)> of BrUlot. H. 
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16. I dined to day in the city i*nth my printer, ta 
Jinish something I am doing about the Battier 
Treaty; but,it isnotquitedone*. I went this even- 
ing to lord Masham'a, where lord treasurer sat with 
us till past'twdye. The lords have voted an addresi 
to the .queen, to tell her they are not satined with 

. the king of France's offers. The whigs brought it 
in of s suddm ; and ' the court could n«t prev^it it, 
and therefore did not o^^se it. The house of lords 
is too strong in whigs, notwithstanding the nevr 
creations : for they arc very diKgent, and the tones 
.as lazy : the side that is down has ' always most in- 
dustry. The whigs intended to have made a vote^ 
Khat would reflect on lord treasurer; but their project 
was not ripe. I hit my ^ce such a rap by calling 
the coach to stop to night, that it is plaguy sore, the 
,bone bwiaath the eye. Night, deareit MD. 

17. The court was mighty full to day, and hat 
been theSe many Sundays; biit the queen was'not.at 
chapel. She has got a little fit of the gout- in hw 
foot. 'The good of going to court is, that one aem 
all one's acquaintance, whohi ' otherwise I ^ould 
iiardly meet twice a year. Prince Eugene dines with 
.the secretary to day, with about seven or eight 
.general officers, or foreign ministers. Iliey will 
be all drunk, I am sure. I , never was in company 
with this prince. I have proposed to some tordi^ 
that, we should have a sober nieat with him; but T 
cannot compass it. - It is come over in the Dutch 
new prints, that I was arrested on an action of 
20,0001. by the duke of Marlborough. 1 did not 

* It wat published under the title of, " Reniarks on the Bar- 
■ntr Treaty;" »nd is printed in ?<>l. IV. N. 

. ■ ■ Kke . 
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like my coprt invitations to day; so sir. Andrew 
'FouDtaine and I went and dined with Mi^. Vanhom- 
righ. I, qame home at etix, and have been'yery busy 
till this minute, and it is past twelve, so I got into 
bed to write to MD. We reckon th^ dauphin's 
death will set forward the peace. a good ddal. Pray, 
is Dr. Griffith reconciled to me yet?; jH^ve I done 
enough to soften him? 

18. Lewis had Guiscard's picture; he bought it, 
and offered it to lord treasurer, who promised to 
Mnd for it, but never did; so I made Lewis give it 
me, and 1 have it in my room ; and now lord trea- 
surer says, " he will take it from me." Is that fair? 
he designs to liave it in length in the clothes he wore 
when he did the action, and a penknife in his hwid j 
and Kneller is to copy it from this that 1 have, I 
intended to dine with lord treasurer to day, but he 
has put me off till to morrow ; so I dined with lord 
Dupplin. "Xou know lord Dupplin very well; he 
is a brother of the society. . Well, but I have re- 
ceived a letter from the bishop of Clogher,' to solicit- 
an affair for him with lord treasurer, end with the 
parliament, which I will do as soon as fly. I am not 
ne^r so keen about other people's affairs aa Ppt used 
to reproach me about. It was a judgm^t on me. 
Hearkee, idle dearees both, methinks .1 begin to 
want a letter from MD : faith, and so I do. I doubt 
you have been in pain about the report of my being 
^rested. The pamphleteers l»ve let me alone thi$ 
month, which is a great wonder: only the '^ third 
part of the Answer to the Conduct," which is lately 
come out. (Did I tell you of it already ?) The 
house of commons goes on in mauling the late 
ministry and their proceedings. 

s 2 19. I dined 
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ig. I (fined with lord treuunfr to day, dad sat 
with him till ten in spite of tfiy teeth, though my 
printer w^ted for me to correct a sheet. I told him 
«f four Kites I writ extempore with my pencil, on a 
bit of paper in his house, while he lay wounded, 
Som« of the servuits, I suppose, made waste paper 
©f then), aitd lie never heard" of them; They were 
inscribed to Mr. Harley's physidaft flius: 

' " On Britaiti Europe's Mdety lies; 
BrJlain is lost) if Hailey dies: 
Hurley depends upon your skill: 
Thiuk what you tave, ot what you kill." 

I proposed that some company should dine with 
liim on the eighth of Marcli, which was the day he 
Was wounded ; but he says he designs that the lords 
of the cabinet, who then sate with him, shouH dine 
that day with him ; however, he has invited me to 
dind. t am not yet rid of my cold ; it plagues me 
inthe morning chiefly. Night, MD. 

20. After waiting to catch the secretary coming 
but firon* sir Thomas Hanmer, for two hours in vain, 
about some business, I went into the eity to my 
printer, to correct some sheets of the Barrier Treaty, 
and Remarks, which must be finished to morrow. I 
have been terribly busy for some days past, with this 
and some other things; and I wanted some rery 
■ necessary papws, which . the secretary was to give 
me, and the pamphlet must not be published without 
them ; but they are all busy too. Sir Thomas Han- 
mer is chMrman of the committee, for drawing up 
" A representation of the state of the nation to the 
queen;" where all the wrong steps of the allies and 
late ministry about the war, will be maitioned. 

The 
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Tlie se(»«Ury, I suppoee, was helping him about H 
to day ; I bdieve it will be a pepperer. Night, dear ' 

11. I have been six hours to day morning writing 
' nineteen pages of a I,etter to lord tneasurer, about 
ibrming a society (»' academy, to correct and £k the 
Eoglish language. (Is English, .a speech or a hor 
guagef) It will not be aboce five or six more, 
will send it him to morrow, and will print it, if 1^. 
desires me. I dined you know, with our society to 
day; Thursday is our day. We had a new member 
admitted; it was the duke of Beaufort. We were 
thirteen met; brother Ormond was not there, but 
«ent his excuse, that prince Eugene dined with ht«)> 
I left them at seven, being engaged to go to a|r 
Thomas Haaioer, who d^red I would see him ^t 
that hour. His businew was, that I would Aom/^^ 
ihainta itaoi da-atrms ubpl tobne sroeq poraepsi^nol- 
lastoiqnbn*, which I owented to do ; but I do not 
know frbe^ier I shall succeed^ because it is a little 
out of my w£y{ hoiiKvor, I iiave taken my share. 
Night, MD. 

32. I finiehed Ihe' r^ of ny leUer to lord trea- 
fiH'er to 4ay, wd «ent it to him about one o'clop!^; 
and then diaed pnKateJy vi^ my fiiend Mr. Xeww> 
to talk over scnne sf&irs of mom^t. I have gotten 
the Xlllth v^wne of R^ner's Collection of the 
RecoidB of the Tower, for the university of Bubiin. 
I have two yc^untes now, I will wtite to the provost, 
to know how I shall send them to him; no, I won't, 
for I will bring them mysdf among my own books. 

• Thus deciphered, •' Iiclp him to dr*w up the repiesenle' 
tioD." H. 

I was 
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I was with Hanmer this morning, and there was the 
secretary and chancellor of the exchequer* very busy 
with him, laying their heads together about the 
*' Representation." I went to lord Masham's -to 
night, and lady Masham made me read her a 
pretty twopenny pamphlet, called " The St. Alban's 
Ghost-J-." I thought 1 had writ- it myself; so did 
they; but I did not. Lord treasurer came down to 
vs from the queen, and we staid till two o'clock. 
That is the best night place I have. The usual com- 
pany are lord and lady Masham, lord treasurer, Dr. 
Arbuthnot,' and I; sometimes the secretaryj, and 
sometimes Mrs. Hill Of the bedchambe;r, lady Ma- 
sham's sister. I assure you, it is very late now; but . 
this goes to morrow: and I must have time to con- 
verse with our little MD. Night, dear MD. 

23. I have no news to tell you this last day, nor 
"do I know where I shall dine. I hear the secretary 
is a littfe- out' of order. Perhaps I may dine there, 
perhaps not. I sent Hanmer what he wanted from 
■jne. I know not how he will approve of it. 1 was 
to do more of the same sort. I am going out, and 
must qarry this in my pocket to give it at some gene- 
'Ta! posthouse. I will talk farther with you at night. 
I suppose in my next I diall answer a letter from 
MD that will be sent me. On Tuesday it will be 
four wefeks' since I had yonr'last, N°. 26. ITiis day 
■ se'nnighf I expect one, forlhat will be something 
jifore; thaii a full mcmth': FarewdJ, MD. 
.■. . I .-. : .l,: -i ., ::;[ .1 !■■ ■ 
.; ; • Rf^rJ:. Benson, .e»(j., afterw^d frcalad Jord Binglej:. B. 

+ Tlie title is, " The Story'of St. Alb&H's Gliost ■ or the Appa- 
rition of Mother Haggy, collated from the best Maiiu^cript&." B. 
■■ I Mf.'St.JohQ.'H.' ■ ■ '.' ■ ■ ■ - .1' 'i'-t- • 
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LETTER XLII. 

LONDON, FEB. 23, 1711-12. 

After having disposed my last letter in the post- 
oiEce, I am now to bej^n this, with telling MD 
that I dined with the secretary to day, who is much 
out of order with a cold, and feverish; yet he went 
to the cabinet council to night at six, against my 
will. The secretary is much the greatest commoner. 
in England, and turns the whole parliament, who 
can do nothing without him ; and if he lives, and has 
his health, will, I believe, be one day at the head of 
affeirs. I have told him sometimes, "that if I were 
9. dozen years younger, I would cultivate his favour, 
, and trust my fortune with his." But what care you 
, for all this? I am sorry when I came first acquwnted 
yi'iiti this ministry, that I did not send you their 
names and characters, and then you would have re- 
lished what I would have writ, especially if I had 
let you into the particulara of affairs: but enough of 
this. Night, dearest rogues. 

24- I went early this morning to the secretary, 
who is not yet well. Sir Thomas Hanmer and the 
chancellor of the exchequer came while I was there, 
and he would not let me stir -, so I did not go . to 
church, but was busy with them till noon, about the 
af^r I told you in my last. The other two went 
away; and I dined with the secretary, and found my 
head very much out of order, but no absolute fit; 
and I have not been well all this day. It has shook 
me a little. I sometimeB sit up very late at lord 
6 Masham'Sj 
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Masham's, and have writ much for several days past; 
but I will amend both; for I have now very little 
business, and hope X shall have nomore. I am re- 
solved to be a great rider this summer in Ireland. I 
was to see Mrs. Wesley this evening, who has been 
somewhat better for this month past, and talks of 
retuming to the Bath in a few wedts. Our peace 
goes on but slowly; the Dutch are playing tricks,- 
and we do not push it as strongly as we ot^t. TIm 
fiiult oi our court is dd«y, of wlndi the queen hasa 
gnat dealt u>d lord treasurer is not withont hit 
shwe. Bat pny let us know a little of your life -and 
ficmversation. Do you play at ombre, or visit the 
dean, and goody Walls and Stoytes*, and Manleys^ 
as aeual i I must have a letter from you, to £U the 
other side of this sheet. Let me know vkat you dof 
Is my aunt alive yet? O, pray, now I think of it, 
be so kind as to step to my aunt J, and teke notice 
ef my greet grandfether's picture; you know he has 
a ring on his finger, with a seal of en anc^r and 
dol[^n about it; hut I think there is besides, at tfa« 
bottom of the picture, the same coat of arms -quar- 
tered with another, which I suppose was my great 
grandmother's. If this be ao, it is E'Sbtcfoger at^u* 
jnent than the seal. And pray see whethw you diink 
ibat coat of arms was drawn at the same time with 
the picture, or whether it be of a later hand; and 
ask my aunt what she knows about it. But perhi^ 
tliere is no such coat of arms on the picture, and I 
only dreamed it. My reason is, because I would 
ask some herald here, whether I should choose that 

* Aldernaji, find afterward lord at^jw of Dnblis. J. 

+ Isaac Manlcy, esq., deputy postinastergeneralof Irtland. F. 

■J His uncle Godwin's widow. N. , ' 

coa^ 
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coat, or one io Guillim's lai^ folio of heralilrjr, 
v^iar my nnde Godwin is named whh another coat 
of arms of three stag<6. This is sad stuff' to write t 
so Di^t, MD. 

25. I was this morning again with the secretaiy, 
and we were two hours busy; tmd Uten went toge- 
ther to tBe park, Hyde park I mean i and he walked 
to OUK his cold, and we were looking at two Atr^ 
bian horKS aeot some time ago to lord treasurer. 
"nie didbe o4 Marlborough's «oach overtocA Us, \^th 
hie grace and lord Godolphin in it ; but they did not 
Bse uc to our great satislaction; for neither of us de^ 
' aired that either of those two lords should see ul 
together. There was half a dozen ladies riding like 
cavdiers to tak.e the air. My liead is bett«- to day. 
I^ned with the secretary; but we did no businesa 
after dinner, and at six I walked into the fields; the 
dtfyt are grown pure and long; then I went to visit 
Perdral and his &mily, whom I had seen but onoe 
Mioe ^ey came to town. Tb^ are gomg to Bath 
nest niontb. Countess Doll of Meatfi * is such an 
owl, that where-ever X Yisit, people are asking me, 
" wbetlker I know such an Irnh Jody, and bee figure 
and her ^t^rp^y?* ! came home early, and have 
been amostng mys^ with looking into one of the 
veAamn of Rymer's Records of the Tower, and am 
mighty easy to t^ink I have no w^nt business upon 
my hands. My third cold is not yrt olFj i aomei- 
tmiM cough, and am not right with it in the mom- 
ing. Did I tdl you, that I beHere it ia lady Ma- 
tham's hot rooms that give it me? I nerer knew 

' Doiothr, dauj[hter lu Janes Stopfqid, esq., sad .seeoDi) 
dau^1>ter of Edward Erabazon, rcail cfMcaih, who died Feb. 
^, I70B, without issue* B. 
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such a stwerand in niy conscience, I believe bo& 
my lord and she, my lord treasurer, Mr. secretary. 
Mid myself, have all sufered by it. We b^ve alt had 
colds together, but I walk home on foot. Night, 
dear MD. 

26. I was again busy with the secretary. We- read 
Over some papers, and did a good deal of business. I 
dined -with him, and we were to do more business 
after dinner ; but after dinner is after dinner — an old 
saying and a true, " Mtich drinking, little thinking." 
We had company with us, and nothing could be 
done; and I am to go there again to morrow. I have 
now nothing to do; and the parliament, by tbQ 
•queen's recommendation, is to take some method for 
preventing libels, 8ec. which will include pamphlets, 
I suppose. I do not know what method tlwy will 
take, but it comes" out in a day or two. To day ift 
the morning I visited upward ; first I saw the duke 
of Ormond below stairs, and gave him joy of b\$ 
being declared general in Flanders ; then I went up 
one pair of stairs, and sate with the duchess ; thoj 
I went up another p^r of stairs, and paid ^ visit t9 
lady Betty; and desired her woman to go up to the 
garret, that I might pass half an hour with her j bat 
she was young and handsome, and would not. ^hn 
-duke is our pr^ident tliis week, and I have bespolc^ 
~ a tmall dinner on purpose for good example. Night 
my dear little rogues. 

47. I was again with the secretary tjiis mornings 
but we only read over some papers with sir Thomas 
Hanmer; then I called at lord treasurer's; it was his 
levee day, but I went up to his bedchamber, and 
8Md what I had to say. I came down and peeped in 
at the chamber, where a hundred fools were waiting, 

and 
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'and two streets' were full of coaches. 1 dined in the 
city with my printer, and came back at six- to lord 
treasurer, who had invited me to dinner, but I re- 
fused him. I sate there an hour or two, and* then 
went to lord Masham's. They were all abroad; so 
truly I came, and read whatever stuff was next me. 
I can sit and be idle now, which I have not been 
above a year past. However,' I will stay out the 
session, to see- if they have any farther commands 
for me, and that I suppose will end in April. But I 
may go somewhat before, for I hope all will be ended 
by then, and we shall have either a certain peace, or 
certain war. The ministry is contriving new funds 
fijr money by lotteries ; and we go on as if the war- 
were to continue; but I believe it will not. It in 
pretty late now, young women ; so I bid you night, 
own dear, dear little rogues. 

2S. I have been packing up some books in a great 
box I have bought, and must buy another for clothei 
and luggage. This is a beginning toward a removal. 
I have sent to Holland for a dozen shirts*, and de- 
sign to buy another new gown and hat. I'^will come 
over like a zinkermarf^f, and lay out nothing in 
clothes in Ireland this good while. I have writ thia 
night to the provost. Our society met to day -as 
usual, and we were fourteen, beside the earl of Arran, 
whom his brother the duke of Ormond brought 
among us agaibst all order. We were mightily 
shocked; but, after some whispers, if ended in 
choosing lord Arran one of our society, which I op- 
posed to his fece; but it was carried by all the rest 
'against me. 



• At that time. Very little fine linen was made ii 
i Thus the ori^oal ; probably for gcntlentan. f 
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1Q. Ihit is Leap-year^ and this is Leap-dajr. 
Prince George was bom on this day. Feo{de are 
mistaken ; and some here think it is St. David's day; 
but they do not undrntand the virtue of Leap-year. 
I have nodiing to do now, boys, and have been read- 
ing all this day like Grumdragon; and yet I vas 
dictatmg some trifles this morning to a printer. I 
dined with a friend hard by, and the wieather w^ to 
discoursing I could not walk. 1 came home eariy, 
and have read two hundred pages of Arrian. Alex- 
ander the Great is just dead; I do not think he was 
poisoned: between you and me, all those are but idle 
ctories: it is certain that neither Ptolemy nor Aristo- 
bulus thought so, and they were both with him when 
lie died, it is a pity we have not their historieB. The 
bill ibr limiting members of parliament to have but so 
many places passed the house of commons, and will 
pass the house of lords, in spite of the ministry; 
whidi yon know is a great lessening of the queoi's 
power. Four of the new lords voted against the 
■courts in this point. It is certainly a good bill in the 
teign of an ill prince ; but I think things are' not 
•ettled enough for it at present. And the court may 
want a majority at a pinch. Night, dear little rogues. 
LovePdfr. 

Man^ 1 . I went into the dty, to in^ire after 
f)Oor Stratford, who has put himself a prisoner into 
the Queen's fiencb, for which his friends blame him 
veiy much, because his auditors designed to be very 
«asy with him. He grasped at too many tilings to- 
fetfwr, and that was his ruin. Hwre is one circum- 
stance relative to lieutenant general Mapcdith, that 
is very melancholy: Meredith was turned out of all 
his emplc^ents la^ year, mi had about 10,opol. 
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' left to live on. Stratford, upon friendship, desired 
■ he might have the management of it for Meredith, 
to put it into the Btocks and funds for the best ad- 
vantage; and now he has lost it all. You have heard 
me often talk of Stratfcuxl; we were class-fellows at 
school and university. I dined with some merchants, 
his friends, to day, and they said th«y expected his 
breaking this good while. I gave him notice of a 
treaty of peace, while it was a secret, of which he 
might have made good use, but that helped to ruin 
him ; for he gave money, reckoning there woald be 
ectudly a peaqe for this time, and consequently 
stocks rise high. Ford narrowly escaped losing flOOl. 
hy him, and so did I too. Night, my two dearest 
lives MD. 

9. Morning. I was wakened at three this morn- 
ing, my man and the people of the house telling me 
bf a great fire in the Haymai^et. I slept again*, 
and two houi^ after my man came in agiun, and told 
me it was my poor brother -(■ sir William Wyndham's 
house burnt; and that two maids le^^iing out of an 
U[^r room to avc»d the fire, both fell on their 
heads, one of them upon the iron ^ikes before the 
door, and both lay dead in the streets. It is sup- 
posed to have been some carelessness of one or both 
those maids. "Die duke of Ormond was there help- 
ing to put out the fire. Brother Wyndham gave 
^,0001. but a- few months ago for that house, as he 

* It is noE mucli To Swift's crtdit that he went quietly to sleep, 
after he had been told there was a great fire in a. street where he 
knew that an iatiinate friend had a house and Aiinily ; yet he bad 
a quick and strong sense of the cdamities of others. See this 
Jfoumal, Nov. 15, and Dec. 18, 17.13. H. . 

t Wyiidhiuit was abFothei of the society, fi. 

3 told 
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told me^ and it was very, richly furnished. I shall 
know more particulars at night He married lady 
Catherine Seymour, the duke of Soma-srt's daugh- 
ter; you know her, I believe, — ^At night. — ^Wynd- 
ham's young child escaped very narrowly; lady- 
Catherine escaped barefoot ; they all went to Nor- 
thumberland house. Mr. Bridges's house next door 
is damaged much, and wa? like to be burnt. Wynd- 
ham has lost above I0,000l. by this accident. His 
lady above a thousand pounds worth of clothe. It 
was a terrible accident. He was not at court to day, 
I dined with lord Masham. The queen was not at 
church. Night, MD. 

3. Pray tell Walls, that I spoke to the duke of 
Ormond and Mr. Southwell about his friend's ai^r, 
who, I find, needed not me for a solidtor: for they 
both told me the thing would -be done. I likewise 
mentioned his own affair to Mr. Southwell, and I 
hope that will be done too ; for Southwell seems to 
think it reason^le, and I will mind him of it again. 
Tell him this nakedly. You need not know the par- 
ticulars. They are secrets, one of them is about 
Mrs. South having a pension; the Other about his 
salary from the government for the tithes of the 
park, that lie in his parish, to be put upon the' 
establishment. . I dined in the city with my printer, 
with whom I had some small ai^ir. I have no large 
work on my hands now. if^as with lord treasurer 
this morning; and what care you for that? You 
dined with the dean to day. Monday is parswi's 
holiday. And you lost your money at cards and dice; 
the giver's device. So I'll go to bed. Night my two 
dearest little rogues, 

4. I sat to day with poor Mrs. Wesley, who made 

me 
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nie dine with her. She is tnudi better thap she vrks. 
I heartiljr pray for her health, out of the entire love 
' I bear to her worthy hushed. This day has passed 
very insignificantly. But it is a great comfort to me 
-now, that I can come home and read, and have 
nothing upon my hands to write. I was at lord 
Masham's to night, and staid there till one. I^rd 
treasurer was there; hut I thought he looked melan- 
choly, just as he did at the beginning of the session, 
and he was not so merry as usual. In ^ort the 
majority in the house of lords is a very weak one; 
and he has much ado to keep it up; .and he is not 
-able to make diose removes he-would, and oblige his 
iiriends; «id I doubt he does not take care enou^ 
about^it, or rather cannot ds all himself, and will not 
«mploy others:' which is his great fault, as I have 
often told you. It is late. Night, MD. 

5. I wish you a merry Lent. I hate Lent; I hate 
different diets^ and furmity and butter, and herb por- 
ridge; and ^ sow devout faces of people, who only 
-put on re1igi(Hi for seven weeks. I was' at the seo'e* 
tary*s office this morning; and there a gentleman 
brought me two. letters, dated last October; one 
from the bishop of- Clogher, the- other from W^Is, 
The gentleman is^ called oilonei Newburgb. I think 
you mentioned him to me sdroe time ago, he has 
business in the house of lords. I will do him what 
service I can. The ** Representation of the House 
of Commons" is printed; I have not seen it yet ; it 
is plaguy severe, they say. I dined with Dr. Arbuth- 
fiot, and had. a true lenten dinner, not in point of 
victuals, but spleen ; for his wife and a child or two 
were sid: in the house, and that was full as morti- 
fying as fish. We haVe had mighty fine cold frosty 

weather 
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WMther for some days past. X liope you take tfa« 
odvBBt^ of it, and walk no« and then. You nerer 
luuwa- that part of my letters, where I tksire you to 
widk. I must keep my hrenAi to cod my lenten por- 
ridge. TeU Jemmy Leigh that his boy thiM; robbed 
him, now appears about the town: Pabick has serai 
him once or twice. I knew Dottut^ of hift being 
robbed till Patrick told me he had ae«n the boy. I 
wish it hod been Sterne that had been robbed, to be 
j-evenged for the bor that be loat> tud be poxed to 
turn. Night. MD. 

0. I hear Mr. Prior haa su&red by StntfonTs 
breaking. . I was yestetday to see Prior* who is not 
iKllt and I thought be lodted melancholy. He caa 
ill aSbfd to low money. I walked before dinner hi 
the mall a good while with lord Arran.M«l lord Dup* 
plin, two of my broUiers, and then we went t« 
dinner, where the duke of Beaufort wad attr presi- 
dent. We were but eleven to day. We are now ia 
all nine lords and ten commoners. The duke of 
Beaufort had the confidence to prt^Kue his brother- 
in-law*, the earl of Danby-^ to be ajncmber: but 
I opposed it so warmly, that it was waved. Dsnbj 
is not above twenty, and we will have no more boys, 
and we want but two to nake up our number. I 
staid till eight, and then we all went away aeheAy. 

* Tlie duke'* third wife wm Udy Msry Osbome, jmiofMl 
daughter of the duke of Leeds. N. 

t Pt^regrine Osbonie, youngest sun to the duke of Leeds. H* 
yrm summoned to parliament I711| i>y the title of Lord Osborne, 
of KivcTan; succeeded to the dukedom, June f5i 1729; and died 
May 9, 1731. The duk«'s first wih wai lady Eltz«bet& Huitj, 
(daughter to the Lord Treasurer.) See J«ariul to SteUa, Dctr 
la, 1713. She died Nov. 30, 1713. N. 
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The dufee of Onndnifs treat last week cost SOl. 
though it was only four dishes and four, without a 
desert; and I bespokd it in order to be cheapi Yet 
J eould not prevail to chMige the house. Lord trea- 
surer ifi in a rage with us for being so extravagant: 
and the wine was not reckoned neither: for that is 
always brought by him that is president. Lord Or- 
rery is to be president next week ; and I will sefc 
whether it cannot be cheaper; or else we will leave 
the house. Lord Masham made me go home with 
him to night to eat boiled oysters. Take oysters, 
wash them clean; that iS) wash their shells clean; 
then put your oysters into an earthen pot, with their 
hollow sides down; then put this pot covered into a 
great kettle with water, and so let them boil. Yout 
oysters are boiled in tl^r own liquor, and hot mix 
water. Lord treasurer was not with us; he was 
very ill to day with a swimming in tbi head, and is 
gone home to be cupped, and sent to desire lady 
Masham to excuse him^ to the queen. Night, dear 
MD. 

7. I was to day at tlie house of lords about a 
friend's bill. Then I crossed the water at Westmin- 
ster stairs to Southwark, weht through St. George's , 
Fields to the Mint, which is the dominion of the 
King's Bench prison, where Stratford lodges in a 
blind alley, and writ to me to. come to him ; but he 
Was gone to the Change. I thought he had some- 
thing to say to me about his own afTatrs. Z fouricl 
him at his usual coffeehouse, and went to his own 
lodgings, and dined with him ahd his Wife, aiid Qthtr 
company. His business was only to desire I would 
■intercede with the ministry about his brother-in-law, 
Ben Burton, of Dublin, the banker, who is likely 
VOL. XV. T to 
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to corns into trouble, u we h«tr, ^boui spreading 
false whiggish newe. I hata Burton, and told Strab< 
ferd sQt and I will adiise did dujee of Onnoiid to 
nake uic of it to keep the rogue in awe. Mn. 
Stra^rd tells ine her huiband's eret^jtora have eoiv> 
aented to give him liberty to get i:^ his debts abroad; 
and she hopes he wi)l pay them ell. H9 was oheer- 
fuller than I have seen him this great, nhils. I hare 
walked tnueh to day. Night, deapest rogues. 

8. This day twelvemonti^ Mr. Harley was tabbed: 
but l^e is ill, and takes phyMck to day, I hear ('tis 
ntar morning) ; and cannot have the cabinet aninral 
widi him, at he intmded, nor me to say gra^. I 
mm going to see him. Pi^y read the *' Heprescata- 
tien." It is the finest that ever was writ. Some qS 
it tfi Pi^V att/fe; ^ut not v«y muc^. This is the 
(by of the (queen's aocessioti to the crown, so It is a 
great ^y. I am going to oourt, and will dine with 
ford Masham ; ImiI I must go this moment to see the 
eecrefarj, about soipe business) so I will seal up ttus, 
and put it in the post. Farewell, dearest hearts oad 
fonle, MD, MD, MD. 



LETTER XLIII. 

LONDON, MAKCH S, 1711-12. 

I CARRIED my forty-second tettw in my podceil: 
till evening, and ^en put it in the general post. I 
went in the morning to see lord treasurer, who had 
taken phyuck, and was drinking his'brotK. I had 

been 



heea with the eecretary before, to recommend a 
frioid, one Dr. Freind, to be physician general j and 
the lecretary promised to mention it to the queen. I 
Can serve every body but myself*. Then I went ta 
CCHUt, and carried lord keeper mid the BecretarJ so 
dine with lord Masham, when we drank the queen ; 
and lord treasurer with every health, because this waa 
the day of his st^bing. Tlien I vrent and played 
pools at picquet with lady iVIasham and Mrs. Hill | 
won ten shillings, gave a crown to the box, and 
came home. I met at my lodgings a letter from Jo, 
with a bit annexed from Ppt. What Jo aakj is en- 
tirely out of my way; and I take it for a foolish 
- whim in him. Besides, I know not who is to give a 
patent : if the duke of Onnond, I would speak to 
him ; but good security is all ; and to think that I 
would speak to lord treasurer for any such matter at 
random, is a jert. Did I tell you of a race of rakes^ 
cdled Mohocks, that play the devil about this town 
every night, alit people's noses, and bid them, &c.7 
Night, sirrahs, and love Pdii-. Night, MD. . 

9. I was at court to day, and nobody invited me 
to dinner, except one or two, whom I did not care 
to dine with; so I dined with Mrs. Vanhomrigh* 
Young Davenant was telling us at court how he was 
set upon by the Mohocks, and bow they ran his 
chair through with a sword. It is not safe behig in 
the streets at night for them. The bishop of Salie« 

* Dr. Swift was at this period in expectation of the deanery 
of WellSf which had been void from ¥eb. 4, ivhcn Ur. William 
GraliiMni ^f^n of Wells, prebendary of Durham, and clerk of 
the closet to the queen, died at Hampton court. The deanery 
was given to i>r. Matthew Ikuihford, chapUiii to the duke of 
Newcastle. N. 

T 3 bury'a 
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tury's son* is said to be of the gang. ' They are all 
whigs ; and a great lady sent to me, to speak, to her 
father and to lord treasurer, " to have a care of them, 
and to be careful likewise of myself: for she heard 
they had malicious intentions against the ministers, 
and their friends." I know not whether there be any 
thing in this, though others were of the same 
opinion. The weather still continues very fine and 
frosty. I walked in the park this evening, and came 
home early to avoid the Mohocks. Lord treasurer 
is better. Night, my own two dearest MD. 

10. I went this morning again to lord treasurer, 
who is quite recovered ; and I stdd till he went out. 
I dined with a friend in the city, about a little busi- 
ness of printing; but not my own. You must buya 
small twopenny pamphlet, called, •' Law is a bottom- 
les Pit-|-." It is very prettily written, and there will 
be a second part. The commons are very slow in 
bringing in their bill to limit the press, and the pam- 
phleteers make good use of their time; for there 
come out three or four every day. Well, but is not 
it time methinks to have a letter from MD: it is 
now six weeks since I had your number 26. I can 
assure you I expect one before this goes; and I will 
make shorter days journals than usual, cause I hope 
to fill up a good deal of tiiis side with my answer. 
Our fine weather lasts yet, but grows a Httle windy. 
We thall have rain soon, I suppose. Go to cards, 
sirrahs, and I to sleep. Night, MD. 

• ; 

* Thomas Burnet, esq., then at (he Temple, afterward con- 
sul at Lisbon, and at last one of the justices of ihe comi^OD 
pleas. B. 

t Or, " The History of Jolin Bull," written by Dr. Arbulh- 
not, but printed in this edition,, vol. XVIII. N. 

1]. Lord 
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1 1 . Lord treasurer has lent the long letter* I writ 
him to Prior; and can't get Prior to return it. I 
want to have it printed, and to make up this academy 
for the improvement of our language. Faith, we 
never shall improve it so much as TW-^- has done? 
shall we? No, faith,, our richer Gengridge-^. I 
dined privately with my friend Lewis, and then went 
to see Ned Southwell, and talked with him about 
Walls' business, and Mrs. South's. The latter wilt 
be done; but his own not. Southwell tells me " that 
it must be laid before lord treasurer, and the nature 
of it explained," and a great deal of clutter, which 
is not worth the while ; and may be, lord treasurer' 
won't do it at last; and it is, as Walls says himself, 
not above forty shillings a year difference. You' 
must tell Walls this, unless he would have the busi- 
ness a secret from you ; in that case only say, ** I 
did all I could with Ned Southwell, and it cannot be 
done; for it must be ]aid before lord treasurer, &c. 
who will not do it; and besides, it is not worth 
troubling his lordship." So night, my two dear littlo 
MD. ^ 

. 12. Here is the devil and all to do vnth these 
Mohocks. Grub-stii^t papers about them fly like 
lightning, and a list printed of near eighty put into 
sevend prisons, and all a lie ; and I begin almost to 
think there is no truth, or very little, in the whole 
story. He that abused Davenant, was a drunken 
gentleman; none of that gang. My man tells me 
** that one of the lodgers heard in a coffeehouse, 
publickly, that one design of the Mohocks was upon 

* Concerning the English language. H. 
+ Probably sir William Temple. N. 
} Thii csnaot h* easiljr docyphared. K. 

me, 
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me, if they could cttch tne»" md though I bdiere 
nothing of it, I forbear walking late, and they harfi 
put me to the charge of some shillings. tdready. I 
diotxl to day with lord treasurer, and two gentlemen 
of the Highlands <rf Scotland) yet very polite men. 
I sat there till nine, and then went to lord Masham't, 
D/here lord treasurer followed me, and we aat till 
twelve; and I came home in a chair, for fisv tif the 
Mohocks; and I have given him warning of jt toO. 
Little Harrison, whom I sent to Holland, is Vcrtf 
>ctua)Iy made queen's secretary at the Hague. It 
will be in the Gazette to morrow. It is worth twelve 
hundred pounds a year. 

Here is a young fellow has writ some " Sea £c* 
logues," Poema of Mermen^ rwembling pastorals and 
shepharde, and they are very pretty, and the thought 
it new. Mermen are he mermaidsj Tritona, natives 
of the sea. Do you understand me ? I think to re* 
oommend him to our society to morrow. His nunc 
ift Diaper*. P — on him, I must do something ftr 
him, and get him out of the way. I h^ to have 
any new wits rise; but when they do rise, I woqM 
encourage them: but they tread on our heels, and 
thrust us off the stage. Night, dearest MD. 

18. you would laugh to see our printer constsbtly 
attending our society after dinner, and bringing ui 
whatever new thing he has printed, which he seldom 
fails to do; yet he had nothing to day. Lord Lans- 
down, one of our society, was offended at a passagf ■. 
in this day*8 " Examiner," which, he thinks, reflects 
on him, fts I believe it doed> thoi^ i^'a mighty 
civil way. It is only " that bis underlipgs cheat ; 

* John Diaper, of Balial College, Oxford. B." 

but 
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tmt that he is a ^ery fine g^lleoiui ev^ v«^/' ivii 
iDord Oit«r^ wai pitndoit to dijt but both 6'or 
dukes were absent. Brothfer Wyridham t-eoMilifieii-' 
ded Diaper to the society. I believa wb shdll make a 
oontributtdn Among ourselvbs, ithich I dbh'f like^ 
Lord treasurer has yet done nothing for us ; but vr4 
shall'try hini sobh. The obmpinjf port^ eftrly: but 
Freind, and Prior, dnd Ij sat a while longer^ and 
refonned the state, And found fkult with the mitiistrf; 
Fridr hates hia c^irimiBsion ef the cust&trfSy becaastf 
it spoils his itit. H^ says he dr^anlS of odthing bufe 
eodietSf and dociettf and drftwhbcke, and other jar- 
gon, words ef the etiataaihouse. Our gobd wdatb^ 
went away yesterday, and the mghts »re now d4rk> 
and I caihe hsme bdere ten.- Kigh^ my dearest 
strr^^. 

14. I bavt been plagued this morning with Soli-' 
ffltors, &nd Ivitb nb body more thin my bfotheri Dr^ 
Freind/ who mpst n^eds have me to get bid Dr* 
Xawr'encei the physiraan genferalj turned out, and 
bim^lf in. He has Argued with me m king ilpon 
th6 reasonableness bf it, and' I an! fully cOnTtnoed ib 
is very Unreasonable r and s6 I would tell the seere- 
taiyy if I had not already made him speak to the 
quoeri. Besides, I know n^t but my friend Dr. Ar- 
buthnot, wmild be contmt to have it himself, and Jt 
lovd him ten time9 better than Freind. What's aU 
this to yon? but I nwist talk of things as they happ«l 
it* the day, wljethe* yo» know any thing of them 
or not. i dined in the city, and, coining back, one 
parson BieIiardsbn*'of IrekiKl, overtook me. He 
was here last' niRUn»i apoA a proj^t t^ convertii^ 

* John Richardson, rector of Aonult, alias Belturbet, and 
cbapUin to the duke of OnmnW. tf.- 
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the Irish, and printing Bibles, &c. in that language,' 
find is now returned to pursue it oa. He tells me. 
Dr. Cc^ill came last night to town. I will send to 
see how he does to morrow. He gave me a letter 
fitim Walls about his old business. Night, dearest 
MD. 

15. I had intended to be early with the secretary 
this morning, when my man admitted up stairs one 
Mr. Newcomb, an officer, who brought me a letter 
from the bishop of Clogher, with four Hnes added 
by Mr. Ashe all about that Newcomb. I think, 
indeed, his case is hard; but God knows whether I 
dtall be able to do him any service. People will not 
understand : I am a very good second ; but I care 
not to b^in a recommendation, unless it be for ^i 
intimate friend. However, I will do what I can. 
I missed the secretary, and then walked to Chelsea, 
to dine with' the dean of Christchurch*, who was 
engaged to lord Orrery, with some other Christ- 
ohurch men. He made me go with him, whether I 
would or not; for th^ have this long time admitted 
ine a Christchurch man. Lord Orrery, generally 
^ery winter, gives his, old acquaintance of that col- 
lege a dinner. There were nine clei^men at table, 
^nd four laymen. The dean and I soon lefl them ; 
and after a visit or two, I went to lord Masham's, 
and lord treasurer, Arbuthnot, and I, sat till twelve. 
And now I am come home, and got to bed. I 
came a foot, but bad my man with ma> Lord trea- 
surer advised me not to go in a chair, because the 
Mohocks insult chairs more than they do those on 
ffioj. They think there is gome mischievous design 

* Dr. 4tterl)ury. N. 
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in; those villains. Several of them, lord treasurer 
told me, are actually taken up. I heard, «t dinner, 
that one of them was killed last night. We shall 
know more in a little time.. I do not like them as to 
men. 

\6. ITiis morning, at the secretary's, I met ge- 
neral Ross, and recommended Newcomb's case to 
him, who- promises to join with me in working up 
the duke of Ormond to do something for him. 
Lord Winchelsea told me to day at court, that two 
of the Mohocks caught a maid of old lady Win- 
ohelsea's, at the door of their house in the park, 
with a candle, and had ju* lighted out somebody. 
They cut all her face, and beat her without any pro- 
vocation. I hear my friend Xiewis has got a Mohock 
in one of the messenger's hands. The queen was 
at church to day, but was carried in an open chair. 
She has got an ugly cough, Arbuthnot, her physi- 
cian, says. I dined with Crowe, late governor of 
Barbadoes; an acquaintance of Steam's. Afler dinner 
I a^ed him, " whether he had heard of Steam?" 
"Here he is," said he, *^ at the door in -a coach :** 
and in came Steam. He has been here this. week. 
He is buying a captMnship, in his cousin Steam's re- 
giment. He told me, he left Jemmy Leigh playing 
at cards with you. He is to give 800 guineas for his 
commission. I suppose you know all this better than 
I. How shall I have room to answer your letter 
when I get it, I am gone so far already? Night, 
dearest rogues. 

17. Dr. Sacheverell came this morning, to give 

me thanks few getting his brother an employment. 

It was but six or seven weeks since I spoke to lord 

treasarer for him. Sacheverell brought Trap along 

6 with 
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with him. We dined together at my i»inter's> and 
I sate with them till seven. I little thought, aikl I 
believe so did he, that ever I should be his adiaitdr 
to the present miniatty, when I left Ireluid- This U 
the seventh I have now provided for since I camei 
and can do nothing for m^radf. I don't care) I shall 
have ministers and other people, obliged to met 
Trap is a coxoxnb, and the otbor is not very deep i 
and their judgment in things of wit and seitee^ is 
miraculous. The second part of *' Law is a bottom- 
les Fit," is just now printed, end bett^, I think^ 
than the 6rst. Night, toy twO dau- sauc^ little 
rogues. 

18. There is a proclamation out ag^iist the Mo- 
tiocks. One of those that bte talwn, is a baronet. 
I dined with poor Mrs, Wesley, who is returning to 
the Bath. Mrs. Percival's youngest daughter has got 
the smallpox, but vnll do well. I walked this evui-' 
ing in the park, and met Prior, who ihade me go 
home with him, where I staid ttU past tweire, and 
could not get a coach, and was alone, and ft'as ^ud 
enough of the Mohocks. . I will do so no mdite, 
though I got honoe safe. Prior and I were talking 
discontentedly of some managements, that nd more 
people are turned out, which gets lord treasurer 
manyenemieB: but whether the. feult be in bim, or 
the queen, I know not; I doubts in both. Yoong 
women, it is now seven weeks since I received Jour 
last; bat I expect one next packet, to fill the rest 
of this paper; but, if it don't come, I'll do without 
it: so I wish you good lack at ombre with th'e dean. 
Night, ****. , 

iQ. Neweomb can^e to me this morning,, and 1 
went to the duke of Ormond to speak for bin i- bat 

the 
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Ch« dtike wis jnit going oot to take the oothft for 
general. The duke of Shrewsbui^ id to be lord lien- . 
Caosnt of Ireland. I walked with I>>inv>lle and Ford 
to Kemitigton, where we dtncd^ and it oo9t mfl 
above a crown. I 4oil*t like it, as my man sdd. It 
was T^ windy walking. I saw there lord Maihain** 
children. The youngeit, my nephew, I fear, had 
got thd king's evil; the other two are daughters of 
three and four years old, ITie gardens there am 
mighty fine. I passed the evening at lord Masham** 
with lord treasurer and Arbutbnot, as usual, and wo 
staid till past onet but I had my man to coma witli- 
me, and at home I found three letters; one ftwa 
One Fetherston, a parson, with a postscript of Xi>4 
doll's to recommend him. Ahd Fetherston, whom X 
never saw, has betfn so kind as to give me a letter of 
attorney, to recover a debt for him: another from 
lord Aberconit to gethim the dukedom of Chatd- 
herault from the king of France ; in which I will do 
vihit I can, for his pretonsicns ate vo'y just: th« 
third, I warrant you, frmn our MD. ■ It is a great 
stir this, of getting a dukedom from the king of 
France! but it is only to speak to the leoretary, atid 
get the duke of Ormond to engage in it, and fnentioil 
^e case to lord treasurer, fco. and this 1 shall do* 
Night, dearest little MD. 
*ao. I was with the duke of Ormond this morning, 
■ about lord Abercorii, Dr. Freind, and Newctmib. 
Some will do, and tome Will not do: that's Wile, 
nuatixssei. The duke of Shrewsbury is certainly to 
be your 'governor. I will go in a day or two, and 
give the duchess jc^, and recommend the archbishop 
of -Dublin to her. I writ to the archbishop, somtt 
inonthi ago, thut it wfiuld be to: and told htm "I 
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would speak a good word for him to the duchess;** 
and he says " he has a great respect for her," &c. 
I made our society change their house, and we met 
together at the Star and Garter, in the Pall Mall. 
Lord Arran was president. The other dog was so 
extravagant in his bills, that for four dishes and four, 
first and second course, without wine or desert, he 
charged twenty-one pounds, six shillings, and eight- 
pence, to the duke of Ormond, We design, when 
all have heen presidents this turn, to turn it into > 
reckoning of so much a head ; but we shall break up 
when the session ends. Night, dearest. 

■ 31. Morning. Now I will answer MD's letter, 
N. 27 ; you that are adding to your numbers, and 
grumbling, had made it 0.6, and then altered it to 
27. I believe it is above a month since your last; 
yes, it is above seven weeks since I had your last: 
but I ought to consider that this was twelve days 
right [writing], so that makes it pretty even. O, 
the sorry jades, with their excuses of a fortnight at 
Baligacol, seeing their friends, and landlord running 
away. O what a trouble and a bustle! — No- — if you 
will have it — I am not dean of Wells, nor know any 
thing of, being so; nor is there any thing in the 
story; and that's enough. It was not Roper sent 
that news: Rdper is my humble slave. Yes, I heard 
of your resolves, and that Burton was embroiled; 
Stratford spoke to me in his behalf; but I said I 
hated the rascal. Poor Catherine gone to Wales? 
But she will come back again, I' hope. I would see 
her -in my journey, if she were near the road; and 
bring her over. Joe is a fool ; that sort of business 
is not at all in my way, pray put him off it. Peo[Je 
laugh when I mention it. Beg your pardon, mis4* 

tresst 
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treas: I am glad you like the apron: no hum, I 
hope. And so MD wonders she has not a letter all 
the day; she will have it soon i — The deuce he is! 
married to that vengeance! Men are not to be 
believed. I don't think her a fool. Who would have 
her? Dilly will be governed like an ass; and she 
will govern like a lion. Is not that true, Ppt? Why, 
Sterne told ,me he left you at ombre with Leigh ; 
and yet you never saw him. I know nothing of his 
wife being here: It may cost hera-^— (I don't 
like to write that word plain). He is a little in 
doubt about buying his commission. Yes, I will 
Iwing you over all the little papers I can think on. 
I thought I sent you, by Leigh, all that were good 
at that time. The author of the " Sea Eclogues" 
sent books to the society yesterday, and we gave him 
guineas apiece;. and, may be, will do farther from 
him (far him, I mean). So the bishop of Clogher, 
and lady, were your guests for a night or two. 
Why, Ppt, you are grown a great gamester and 
company keeper. I did say to myself, when I read 
those names, just what you guess; and you clear up 
the matter wonderfully. You may converse with 

those two nymphs if you please, but take me 

if ever I do. Yes, feith, it is delightful to hear that 
Ppt is every way Ppt now, in health and looks and 
all. Pray God keep her so, many, many, many years. 
The session, I doubt, will not be over till the end of 
April: however, I shall not wait for it, if the minis- 
try .will let me go sooner. I wish I were just now in 
. my little garden at Laracor. I would set out for 
Dublin early on Monday, and bring you an account 
of my young tr^s, which you are better acquainted 
with than the ministry, and so am I. O, now you 

have 
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hav« got nwnber 4ij have you so? \tTiy perhaps f 
Ibrgot, and k«pt it to next post in tny pookett I have 
done Bueh tricks. My oold is better, but not gone. 
I want air and riding. Hold your tongue, you I^^ 
about colds at Mow-pai^:! the case is quite difierent. 
I will do what you desire me for Tisdall, when I 
BCKt see lord Anglesey. Pray give him my sert'ice. 
Hie weather is warm these three or four days, and 
rainy. I am to dine to day with Lewis «id D&rte- 
neof at Somers's, the clerk, of the kitdieij at court 
DartMieuf loves good bits and good sups. Good 
morrow, little siirahs. — At night. I dined, as I said; 
and it cost me a shilling for a diair< ' It has rained 
all day, and is very warm. Lady Masham's young 
son, my nephew, is very ill; and she is sick with 
grief. I (Hty her mightily. I am got home early, 
and going to write to the bishop rf.Clogher, biU 
haw no politicks to send him. l*^ght, my own two 
dearest saucy dear onea. 

VI. I am going into the aty this morning with a 
friend about some business; so I will immediatdy 
seal up this, and keep it- in my pocket till evening, 
and then put it in the post. The weather continues 
warm and gloomy. I have heard no news since t 
went to bed, so can say no more. Pray send ••• 
«• •«• «««« that I may have time to write to ••*•• 
about it. I have here underneath given order* for 
ibrty shillings to Mrs. Brent, which you will send to 
Parvisol. Farewell, dearest dear MD, and love Pdfr 
deariy. Farewell MD, MD, MD, &c. There, there, 
th»re, there, there, and there, and there again. 



• This is cut off. N. 
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]BQN9PK, UAMCn 32, 171 1-12. . 

U 6LT, nasty weather. I was in the city to day, 
with Mrs. Wesley and Mrs. Perdval, to get mone^ 
^m a banker for Mrs. Wesley, who goea to Bath en 
Thuredav. I left tliem there, and dined with a 
fri^d, and went to see lord treasurer; but he had 
people with him I did not know ; so I w«it to lady 
Ma^^m's and lost a crown with her at picquet, and 
then s^te with lord Masham and lord treasurer, kx;. 
till past one ; but I had my man with me, to conw 
home. I gava in my forty^third, and <»ie for the 
bishop of Glogher, to the postoffice, as I came fi<Ofn 
the city ; and so you know it is late now, and I have 
nothing to say for this day. Our Mohocks are all 
vanishad;. however, I shall take care of my person. 
Night, tny'deareat MD. 

£3. I was this morning, before church, with ths 
secretary, about lord Abercom's bu^ness, and some 
qthKii. My soliciting season is come, and will last 
as long as the seiuon. I went late to court, and tha 
company was alinost gone. The court serves me for 
a ooBeebouse ; once a week I meet an acquaintance 
there, that I should not otherwise see in a quarter. 
There is a %ing report, that th^ Frraich have 
offered a cessation of amta, and to give us Dunkirk, 
Uid the Dutc4i N«mar, for security, till the peace is 
madt. The duke of Orraond, they say, goes in a 
we^, Abundance of his equipage is already goijei 
His ftiends on a&aid the exp«tse of this employment 

will 
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will ruin him, since he must lose the government o/ 
Ireland. I dined privately with a friend, and refused 
all dinners offered me at court; which however were 
bnt two, and I did not like either. Did I tell you of 
a scoundrel about the court, that sells employments 
to ignorant people, and cheats them of their money? 
' He lately made a bargain for the vice-chamberlain's 
place, for seven thousand pounds, and had received 
some guineas earnest ; but the whole thing was dis* 
covered the other day, and examination taken of it 
by'Iord Dartmouth, and I hope he will be swinged. 
The vice-chamberlain told me several particulars of 
it last night at lord Masham's. Can DD play at 
ombre yet, enough to hold the cards while Ppt stqw 
into the next room? Night, dearest sirrahs. 

24. This morning I cecommended Newcomb- again 
to the duke of Ormond, and left Dick Stewart to do 
it farther. Then I went to visit the duchess of 
Hamilton, who was not awake. So I went to the 
duchess of Shrewsbury, and sat an hour at her toilet 
I talked to her about the duke's being lord lieater 
nant She said she knew nothing of it ; but I ral- 
lied her out of that, and she resolves not to st^ 
behind the duke. I intend to recommend the bishop 
of Clt^her to her for an acquaintance. He will like 
her very well : she is, indeed, a most agreeable woman, 
and a great favourite of mine. I know not whether 
the ladies in Ireland wilt like her. I was at the court 
of requests, to get some lords to be at a committee to- 
morrow, about a friend's bill : and then the duke of 
Beaufort gave me a poem, finely bound in folio* 
printed at Stamford, and writ by a country squire. 
Lord Exeter desired thd duke to give it the queeoj 
because the author is his friend ; but the dvke desired 

I would 
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I would let him know whether It was good for any 
thing. ■ I brought it home, and will return it to mor- 
rt>w, as the dullest thing I ever read; and advise the 
duke i\ot to present it. I dined with Domville at his 
lodgings, by invitation; for he goes in a few days fof 
Ireland: " Night, dear MD. 

'25. ^Thefe is a mighty feast at a tory* sheriff's to 
day in 'the city-j-: twelve hundred dishes of meat* 
Above five lords, and several hundred gentlemen, 
wIU be there, and give four or five guineas a piece, 
acoawlirig'to custom. Dr- Coghill and I dined, by 
invMatioBj at Mrs, Van's. It has rained or mizzled 
all day, as my pockets feel. There are two neV an- 
swers Gome out to the " Conduct of the Allies." 
iThe last yeal-'s "Examiners," printed together ia a 
Email volume, go oif but slowly. The printer ovef 
priifted himself b/at least a thousand; so soon out 
of fashion are party 'papers, however so well writ. 
The "Medleys" are coming out in the same volume* 
and perhaps may sell better. Our news about a ces- 
eatiohof arms begins to flag, and I have-not these 
three days seen any body in business to ask them 
about it. We had a terrible fire last night in 
DruryJane, of thereabouts, and three or four people 
destroyed f. One of the maids of honour has the 
smallpox: but the best is. She can lose no beauty; 

• John Case and Henry Lamb, esqrs., where then sheriffs. N. 

+ Thi» liity ihe sheriffs gsve a. noble feast st McrchaDt Taylors' 
Hall; his grace the duke of Ormoncl, the earl'of Oxford, and 
several of the noliility doing them the honour to be present. 
Dawks's News Letter,' 'March 23, 1?12. N. 

t This lira was at a grocer's hr Drury-lane; and three or 
our- lives were Ijst, of persons that -teajwd out of ihe win- 
dows.^ N._ _ .,.,.., 

■VOL. XV. U and 
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and we have one mw hma^soa». nwd of hononf. 
Night, MD. 

2& I forgot to tell you, that on Sunday laat, 
about seven at night, it lighted above fifty times 
4S I walked the mall, whicb I think is eztraor^nary 
at tills time of the year, and the weather was very 
hot Had you any thing of this in Dublin ? I in- 
tended to dine with lord treasurer to day ; but lord 
Mansel and Mr. Lewis made rae dine with them at 
Kit Musgrave's. Now you don't know who Kit 
Mu^ave is. I sate the evening with Mrs. Wesley, 
who goes to morrow morning to the Bath.- She is 
much better than she was. The news of the French 
desiiing a cessation of arms, 8oc. was but town talk. 
We shall know in a few days, as I am told, whether 
there will be a peace or not. The duke of Onnond 
will go in a week for Flanders, .^ey say. Our Mo. 
hocks go on still, and cut people's faces every night, 
but they shan't cut mine. I like it better as it is. 
The dogs will cost me at least a aovm a week in 
chairs. I b^lieye the souls of your houghers of cat- 
tle have got into -them, and now they don't distin- 
guish between a cow and a Christian. I Ibrgot to 
wish you yesterday a happy new year. You know 
the twenty-fifth of March is the first day of the year, 
and now you roust leave off cards, and put out' your 
fire. I'll put out mine the first of April, cold or not 
cold. I believe I shall lose credit with you, by not 
coming over at the beginning of April ; but I hoped 
the session would be ended, and I must stay till then ; 
yet I would fain be at the beginning of my willows 
growing. Percival tells me, " that the quicksets . 
upon the fiat in the garden do not grow so well as 
those famous ones on the ditch.'* They want dig- 
- ^S 



^Dg about tiiem. The cherry trees, by tip pves sid%, 
my heart is set upon, 

37. Society day, you know that, I suppose. Dr. 
Arthburnett * was president. His dinner wasdress- 
ed in the queen's kitchen, and was mighty fine. 
We eat it at Ozinda's chocolate house, just by St. 
James's.. We were never merrier, nor better com- 
pany, and did not part till after eleven. I did not 
summon lord . Lansdown : he and I are fallen out. 
There was something in an *' BJxaminer" a fortnight 
ago, that he thowghtj. reflected on the abuses inhia 
office (he is secretary at war) and he writ Iq the se- 
cretary, -that he hearti. (had inserted that, paragraph. 
This I resented highly, that he should comptaiQ o£ 
me before ht; spol^e to mp. . I sent him' a peppering 
letter, an^i^uld not su^ijijion himfcyaflotei as I 
did the, rest j,i nor- .ever wfiU have any thingltffc.giy. to 
' hinij' till hebegs mypardQn.. I metlordtjDe^vurer to- 
day at lady ;NIasham*s. He would fain have i:arried 
mehpme tp^innerybwt I b^^edhis p^rdooi . Whtitt 
upon a society day} No,; i«i. It is,i^te, sinfths.. X 
amnotdruqk. Night,^p. 

.28. I was with: my fr^fij^i^ ,L0wd3 tp day,:. getting- 
material^iwe litt}p ix;i$chi^; and 1 dined with lord 
treasurer, apd. three or four^ fellows I ftever saw be-" 
fore. I left themat.s^ven, and. came home, andt 
havje.beei; vv^iting to the archbishopof Dublin, and. 
cqusifi Deane,- in apswqr to one of his of four months 
oldf that I 8j»ed by cbai}ce, routing- among my 
papers. DomKille is goitig to Ireland; rhe came 
hevi^ this ^ming to tak^ leave of me, buti shall 

V 2 dine 
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dkie with him to morrOtt'. Does the bishop of 
Clogher talk of coining for England this summer ? I 
think lordMolesworth t<^tl me so about two months 
ago. The weather is bad again ; rainy and very cokl 
this evening. Do you know what the longitude is} 
A prcyeCtor has been applying himself to hie, to re- 
commend him' to the ministry, because he pretends- 
t6 have found out the longitude. I believe he has 
no more found it-out, than he has found' out mine- 

-^-^ . -However, I will graVely hear what he says, 

and discove'rhim a knave or fool. Night, MD. 

--29. lam pfagaed with these pains in my shoulders; 
I belierett'is Theumatidt ; I will do something for it 
t& night. Mr. Lewis ahd I dined with" Mr. Dom- 
VJUe, to lake our leave of him. I drank three or 
four glasses of champaign by pef fett keamiig, though 
it is bad -for- my pain; but'lf it continu*,' I will- hot 
drink any^5rie without water untill arn' well. -^ The 
weather 4S abominably coWand wet. f am 'gbtinto" 
bed,- and haveipiit some oldflannel, fbrtvantof hew, 
to my :^ijldef; and-rubb^ it'with Hungary-water. 
It is plaguy hard. I nev^f'would. drink any witie, if 
it were .not for^my^heaiJ, 'M^drinking has givenme 
this pain. - I will try abstemiousness 'for 'a' white'. 
How does-MD do now f how does'DDj'and Ppt ? 
You must know I hate painjas the oM woman said. 
But ni tiy<to go to sleep. ■ My flesh sat^s up Huh- 
garj-,wjrter: raiftly. My man is an- awkward rascal, 
and! makes me peevish. Do youltriow.that the other 
day he was.forced to bfeg -my Lpardon, that he -could 
riot shavfe my- head, Wb hMid-6hookso-?-He'isdrunfc 
every day, and I design to turn him off as soon as 
ever I get to Ireland^ Plt-wiite -flo' more now, but 

V L .. -J go 
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go to sleep, and see whether flannel and sleep,will 
cure my shoulder. Night, dearest MD. . 

30. I was not ahle to go to church or court .t& 
day. The pain has left my shoulder, and crept to 
my neck and collar-bone. It makes me -thi'ak of 
poor Ppt's blade-bone. Urge, urge, urge ; dogs 
gnawing. I went in a chair at two, and dined witlj 
Mrs. Van, where I could be easy, and came back at 
seven. My Hungary-water is gone ; and to night I 
use spirits of wine ; which . my landlady tells me is 
very good. It has rained terribly hard all day long, 
and is extremely cold. I am very uneasy ; and such 
cruel twinges every moment I Night, dearest MD. 

31. April 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. All these days 
I have been extremely ill ; though I twice crawled 
out a week ago ; but am now recovering, though 
very weak. The violence of my pain abated -the 
liight before last ; I will just tell you how I was, and 
then send this letter, which ought to have gone 
Saturday last. The pain increased, with mighty vio- 
lence in my left shoulder and collar-bone, and that 
side my neck. On Thursday morning appeared great 
red spots in all those places where my pain was, and 
the violence of the pain was confined to my neck, 
behind or a little on the left ^de ; vvhich was so vio- 
lent, that I had not a minute's ease, nor hardly a 
minute's sleep in three days and nights. The spots 
increased every day, and the little red pimples, which 
are now grown white, and full of corruption, though 
small. The red still continues too, and most .prtA 
digious hot and inflamed. The disease is the shin- 
gles. I eat nothing bijt water gruel ; am very weak ; 
but out of all violent pain. The doctors say it would 
have end^ in some . violent disease, if it had not 

com^ . 
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come out thus. I shall now rtcover fast. I have 
been in no danger of life, but miserable torture. 
So adieu dearest MD, FW, &c. There, I can say 
there yet, you see. Faith. I don't conceal a- bit, as 
hope saved. 

P. S. I must purge and clyster afler this ; and my 
next letter will not be in the old order of journal, till 
I have done with physick. ■ Are you not surprised to 
cee a letter want half a side ? 



LETTER XLV. 

LONDON, AFBII. 24, 1^12. 

X HAD yours two or three days ago. I can hardly 
answer it now. Since my last I have been extremely 
ill. Tis this day just a month since I felt the pain 
'on the tip of my left shoulder, which grew worse, 
and spread for six days ; then broke all out by my 
collar, and left side of my neck in monstrous red 
Spots inflamed, and these grew to small pimples. 
jFor four days I had no rest, nor nights, for a pain in 
'my neck ; then I grew a little better ; afterward, 
where my pains were, a cruel itching seized me, 
Iwyond whatever I could imagine, and kept me 
awake several nights. I rubbed it vehemently, but 
did not scratch it : then it grew into three or four 
jgreat sores like blisters, and run, at last I advised 
the doctor to use it like a blister, so I did with me- 
lilot plasters, v^hich still run : and' am now in pain 
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Ubugh, Ibnt am daily tneoAmg. I kept my chamber 
a iforlmig^t, then went out a day or two, but con- 
ifined tnyeelf two days ago. I went to a ndghbota- 
to dine, bat yesterday again kept at home. To 6tof 
I will Tenture abroad, and hc^ to-be wdl in a ' week 
or ten days. I never su^red so much m my <li&. 
I 'have taken my breeches in abovetwo inches, so J 
am leaner, which answers one question in your letter. 
The weather is mighty fine. I write in the morning 
because I am better then. I will go try to -walk ^ 
little. I will give DD's certificate to Tooke to moc- 
row. Farewdl, MD, MD, &c. 



f ; USTTER XLVI. 

LONDON, V&r 10, 1712. 

J. HAVE not yet easeor humour enough to godn !h 
jny journal method, though I have left my.chamlw 
these ten days. My pain continues still ihmy shoul- 
der arid col^r : 1 keep flannel on it, and rub it with 
brandy, and take a nasty diet drink. I still itdi 
terribly, and harre some few pimples : I am weak, 
and sweat ; and then the ilannel makes nie mad with 
■itching; but I think my pain lessens. A journal 
'while I was sick, would have been a noWe thing, 
inade up of pain and physick,. visits and inessa^s'; 
the two last were almost as troublesome as the two 
first. 0ne gpod circumstance is, that I am grown 
much leaner.' I believe I told you, thai I have t^k^^ 
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in my breeches two inches. I had your N. '29 last 
night. In answer to your good opinio^ of my dis- 
ease, the doctors sjud they never saw any thing so 
odd of the kind ; they were not properly shingles, 
but kerpes miiiaris, and twenty other hard names. I 
can never be sick like other people, but always some- 
thing out of the common way ; and as for your 
notion of its coming without pain, it neither came, 
nor staid, nor went, without pain, and the most pain 
i ever bore in my life. Medemeris is retired in the 
country, with the beast her husband, long ago. I 
thank the bishop of Clogher for his proxy ; I will 
write to him soon. Here is Dilly's wife in town ;' 
but I have not seen her yet. No, simpleton •- it is 
not a sign of health, but a sign, that if it had not 
come out, some terrible fit of sickness would have 
followed. I was at our society last Thursday, to re- 
^ ceive a new member, .the chancellor of the exche- 
quer; but I drink nothing above wine arid water. 
"VV^e ,di4ll , have a peaw, I hope, soon, or at least 
entirely broke ; but I believe the first. My letter to 
.lord treasufer, about the £ngli^ tongne, is now 
.{printing ; and I suffer my name to be put at the end 
. pf.it, which I never did before- in my life. The 
,** Appefidix to thp tljird part qf John Bull'' was pub- 
.lished yesterday ; it js equal to the rest. I hope you 
read " John Bull." It was a Scotch gentleman, a 
.friend of mine, that writ it ; but they put it upon 
,pie, The parliament will hardly be up 'till June, 
We wCTC like to be .undone some days ago with a 
Tack * ; but we carried H bravely, and the whigs 

^ A tnck.is a bill tacked to a money bill, tbat as botb inust be 
'paved or r^ jeered together, ttic tacked' biU may pass, b^caif^ th4 
-^cineyWUmnst;-''H.--' ■. '-•''^ • -■■-;»-■■ .... 
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caineiin to help us. Poor lady Masham, I am afraid, 
. will lose her only son, about a twelvemonth old, with 
the king's evil. I never would let Mrs. Fenton see 
me during my illness, though she often came ; but 
she has been once since I recovered. Bemage has 
been twice to see me of late. His regiment will be 
broke, and he only upon half pay s so perhaps he 
thinks he will want me again. I am told here the 
bishop of Clogher and family are coming over ; but 
he says nothing of it himself. I have been returning 
the visits of those who sent howdees in my sickness ; 

■ particularly the duchess of Hamilton, who came and 
sat with me two hours. I make bargains with all 
people that I dine with, to let me scrub my back 

■ against a chair ; and the duchess of Ormond was 
forced to bear it the other day- Many of my friends 

.are gone to Kensington, where the queen has been 

.removed for some time. This is a long letter for a 
sick body. I will begin the next in the journal way, 

, though my journals will be sorry ones. My left 
hand is very weak, and trembles ; but my right side 
has not been touched. This is a pitiful letter for 

.want of a better; but plagued with a tetter, my 
fancy does fetter. — Ah ! my poor willows and quick- 
sets ! Well, but you must read " John Bull ;" Do you 
understand it all ? Did I tell you, that young parson 
Gery is going to be married, and asked my advice 
when it was_ too late to break off? He tells me, , 
, ** Elwick has purchased forty pounds a year in land 

- adjoining to his - living."— Ppt does not say one word 
of her own little health. I am **** almost; but 
I won't 'till, &c. being a good girl in other things. 
T£3, and so is DD too. God tlessMD, and FW, 

and 



and Me, andPdfr too. FareWell, MD, MD, MD. 
Lele. I can say lele yet, young women ; yes I caa^ 
well as you. 



LETTER XLVir. 

LONDON, MAT 31, 171*2, 

1 CANNOT yet arrive to my journal letters, my 
pains continuing still, though with less violence; but! 
don't love to write journals while I am in pain ; and 
above all, not journals to MD, But however, I am 
so much mended, that I intend my nest shall be in 
the old way ; and yet I shall, perhaps, break my re- 
solution when I feel pain. I believe I have lost cre- 
dit with you, in relation to my coming over ; but I 
protest it is impossible few one, who has any thing to 
do with this ministry, to be certwn when he fixes 
any time. There is a business, whidi, till it take 
some turn or other, I cannot leave this place in pru- 
dence or honour. And I never wished so much as 
how, that I had staid in Ireland ; but the die is cast, 
and is now a spinning, and till it settles, I cannot 
tell whether it be an ace or a size. The moment I 
am used ill, I will leave them ; but know not how 
to do it while things are in suspense. "Hie session 
will soon be over (I believe in a fortnight) and the 
■peace, we hope, will be made in a short time ; and 
there will be no ferther occasion for me ; nor have I 
any thing to trust to but court gratitude; so that! 

^pect 
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expect to see my willows a month after the parlia* 
ment is up : hot I will take MD in my way, and 
not go to Laracor like an unmannerly spreenc^sk 
fellow. Have you seen my " Letter to lord treaai'- 
rer ?" There are two answers come out to it al^ 
ready ; though it is, no politicks, but a harmles.s 
proposal about the improvement of the English 
Tongue. I believe if I writ an essay upon a stra% 
some fool would answer it. .About ten days hence 
I expect a letter from MD, N. 30. You are now 
writing it, near the end as 1 guess. I have not re- 
ceived DD's money; but I will give you a note for 
it on Parvisol, and beg your pardon I have not done 
it before. I so) just now thinking to go lodge at 
Kensington, for the air. Lady Masham has toaseH. 
me to do it, but business has hindered me ; but now 
lord treasurer has removed thither. Fiftwn of our 
sodety dined together under a canopy in an arbour 
at Parson's Green last Thursday; I never saw an/ 
thing so fine and romantick. We got a great victonjr 
last Wednesday in the house of lords, by a majority, 
I think, of twenty-aght ; and the whigs had desired 
their friends to besf>eak places to see lord treasurer 
carried to the Tower. I met your Higgins here 
yesterday ; he roars at the insolence of the whigs in 
Ireland, talks much of his own sufFerings and ex- 
penses in asserting the cause of the church ; and I , 
find he would fain plead merit enough to desire that 
his fortune should be mended. I believe he designs 
to make as much noise as he can, in order to prefer- 
ment. Pray, let the provost, when he sees you, give 
you ten English shillings ; and I will give as much 
here to the man Trfw ddivered jme Rymer's books ; 
he knows the meaning. Tell him, I will not trust 
5 -ium 

n,<j,-7i-h,Gl.)».)^lf 
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■him, but that you can order it to be paid me heret 
and I will trust you till I see you. Have I toid you 
that the rogue Patrick has left me these two months, 
"to my ^"eat satisfaction > I have got another, who 
fieems to be much better, if he continues it. I am 
printing a threepenny pamphlet *, and shall print 
another in a fortnight, and then I have done, unless 
some new occasion starts. Is my curate Warburton 
married to Mrs. Melthrop in my parish ? so I hear. 
Or is it a lie ? Has Raymond got to his new house ? 
Do you see Joe now and then ? What luck have you 
at ombre ? How stands it with the Dean ? My ser- 
vice to Mrs. Stoyte and Catherine, if she be ' come 
from Wales. I have not seen Dilly Ashe's wife. 
.1 called once, but she was not at home : I think she 
is under the doctor's hand. I believe the news of the 
duke of Ormond producing letters in the council of 
war, with orders not to fight, will surprise you in 
Ireland. Lord treasurer said in the house of lords, 
"that in a few days the treaty of peace should be laid 
before ttiem ; and our court thought it wrong to ha- 
zard a battle, and sacrifice many lives in such a j unc- 
ture. If the peace holds, all will do well, otherwise 
I know not how we shall weather it. And it was 
reckoned as. a wrong step in politicks, for lord trea- 
surer to open himself so much. The secretary would 
not go so far to satisfy the whigs in the house of 
eommons ; but there all welit swimmingly. I'll say 
po more to you to night, sirrahs, because I must 



• " Some Reasons to prove, tlmt no Person is obliged by lii« 
Principles, as a Whig, to oppose her Majesty or the present 
Ministry. In a Letter to a Whig Lord ;" printed in VoL IV. 
(1.66. . 

... i^eod 
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send away the letter, not by the bell, butesErlyj and 
besides, I have not much more to say at this present 
writing. ' ' lioes MD never read at all rtow, fpray ? 
But. you wilk prodigiously, ' I suppose. — Youm^e 
iKAWng of ^biking to,- to, to, ay to Donybrook, 
I walk' as -rtii^W fis i can,- becSuBe sweating is good j 
l(at'Tlt walH more 4f I go to-Ketiaitigton. ' 1 sup- 
pose, -I shall haVe no apples th!s yearrieit,hieif/ Sol 
diiKd!thiei dthei- ^ay with' lOrd Rivet's, ' who is sick at 
his ctftintry'hfAise, and' he' shotted me all his 
cJierries blasted'. ' Ni'gbt, dearest sirrahs;- farewell, 
dearest fives, love pow Pdfr. -Faravell, devest 
littie-MD;.^ :'■.■■ - ■:■.:■ r- o' . 



LETTER XLVIII. 



KENSINGTON, JUNE 17, 1712, 



X HAVE ^beeh so tosticated about since my last, that 
I could ncrt go on in^my journal manner, though my 
shoillder'is a great deal better ; however,- I feel vio-, 
lent pain in it, but I think it diminishes, and I have 
out off some slices from my flannel. I have lodged 
here near a fortnight^ partly for the air and exercise, 
partly to be near the court, where dinners are to be 
fbund. I generally get a lift in a coach to town, and 
in the evening I walk back. On Saturday I dined 
with thfe duchess of Ormond ^t her lodge near Sheen, 
and thought to get a boat as usual. I walked by the 
bank to Kew, but no boat ; then to Mortlake, but 

n® 
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|LO boat } and if was nine o'clock. At last a Htds 
acuU^ called full of nasty people. I made him set 
sie down at HammersiBith^ so walked two miles 
to this pl^ce, and got hete by eleven. X^ast night 1 
had another such difficulty. I wa^ in the city tiU 
past ten.at night ; it rained hard, but QQ^coadi to be 
had. . It gave over a little, aftd I walked all the waji 
here, and got home by twelve. I love these ^abbyi 
difficulties when they are over ; but I hate them, ber 
caasg they arise from not having a thousand poun(b 
a year. , I had your N. 3Q about three days ^j 
vhich I will now answer. Apd fir^t, \ did not i&, 
lapse, but I came out before I ought ; and so, and 
so,* as I have told you in some of my last. The first 
Coming abroad, made people think I was quite re- 
covered, and I had no more messages afterward. 
Well, but " John Bull" is not wrote by the person 
you imagine. It is too good for another to own. 
Had it been Grub street, I would have let people 
think as they please ; and I think that's right ; is not 
it now ? so flap your hand and make wry mouths 
yourself, saucy doxy. Now comes DD. Whysir- 
rabs, I .did write in a fortnight my J7tb'; and if it 
did not come in due time, can I help wind and wea< 
ther ? am I a Laplander i am I a wk<di i can I work, 
miracles? can I make easterly winds? Now 1 aiq 
against Dr. Smith. I drink little water with my 
wine, yet I believe he is righ^ Yet Dr. Cockburn 
told me a little wine would not hurt me j but it ia 
so hot and dry, and water is so dangerous. The 
worst thing here is my evenings at IcH-d M^ham's, 
vhere lord treasurer comes, and we sit till after 
twelve. But it is convenient I should be among 
them for a while as much as possible. I need not 

teU 
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taU: jrou vhy. fiat I hope that will be at an end in 
a montk oc two, one way or other, and I am resolved 
, it shall ; but I can't go to Timbttii^^ or any whar» 
elae out of the way, in this juncture. So Ppt designs 
%xc Templevag (nhat an^m^ ia.that!) Whereabouts 
is that place? I hope not very ha from ■■ .. H^- 
gins is hercj rouing th^ all is wrong in Irdand, and 
would have me get him an audience of lord tvea- 
surer to teUhnn so; but I will have nothing to do ia 
it, ifo not I, ^th. We have had no thunder til! last 
nigfatj and till then we were dead for want of rain; 
but there: fell a great deal ; no Seld looked green. I ' 
reckon the queen will go to Windsor in three or four 
weeks: and if the secretarytak.es a house there, { 
stoU-besometimes with him. ' But how ai&ctedly Ppt 
talks of my being here allthe summer ; which I do not 
intend;, nor to stay one minute longer in England 
than becomes the circumstances I am in. I wish you 
would go soon into the country, and take a good deal 
of 'it; and where better than Trim? Joe will be 
yoar humble swrSnt, Parvisol your slave, and Ray- 
mond at your command, for he piques himself on 
good manners- I have seen DiUy's wife — and I have 
seen- once or twice old Bradley here. He is -very 
welli very oW, and very wise: I believe I must go 
se&his wife, when I have .leisure. I should be glad 
to see goody Stoyte and her husband; pray give-them 
my humWe service, and to Catherine, and to Mrs. 
Walls. I cannot be the least bit in love with Mrs. 
Walls.' I suppose the «ares of the husband increase' 
with the fruitfulness of the wife. I am glad at heart 
to hear of P[A'« good health: please to let her finish 
it by drinking waters. I hope DD had her bill, and 
has- -her money. Remember to write a due time 

before 
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before the money is wanted, and be good girls, go6a 
daliarSf I mean, and no crying dollars. I heard 
somebody coming up stairs, and forgot I was in the 
country ; and I was afraid of a visiter ; that is one 
advantage of being h^e, that I am not teased with 
lolicitors. Molt the diymist is my acquaintance. 
My service to Dr. Smith. 1 sent the question to 
him about sir Walter, Raleigh'* cordial, and the 
answer he returned is in these words; " It is directly 
after Mr. Boyle's receipt." That commission is per- 
formed ; if he wants any of it, Molt shall use him 
feirly. I suppose Smith is one of your, physicians. 
'So, now your letter is fully and impartially answered; 
not as rascals answer ffle: I believe if I writ an essay 
upon a straw, I should have a shoal of answerers: 
but no matter for that: you see I can answer with- 
(>ut making any r^ections, as becomes men of learn- 
ing. . Well, but now for the peace : why, we expect 
it daily; but the French have the staff in their own 
hands, and we trust to their honesty, i I wish it were, 
otherwise. Things are no* in the -way of being 
soon in the extremes pf well or ill. I hope and 
belitA'C the first. liOrd Wharton is gone out of town 
in a rage, and. curses himself and friends for ruining 
themselves in defending lord Marlborough and Go- 
dolphin, .and taking Nottingham into their favour. He 
swears he will meddle no more during this reign; a 
pretty speech at sixty-six, and tlie queen is near 
twenty years younger, and now in very good health; 
for you must know her health is fixed by, a certain 
reason, that she has done. with braces(I must use 
the expression) and nothing ill has happened to her 
^nce; so she has a new leasje of her life. Read the 
*' Letter to a Whig Lord." . Do you ever r«iij^ 

Why 
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Why don't you say so ? I mean, does DD read to 
■pptf Do you walk? I think Ppt should walk to 
DD, as DD reads to Ppt, for Ppt you must know is 
a good walker; but not so goodasPdfr I intend 
to dine to day with Mr. Lewis: but it threatens 
rain ; and I shall be too late to get a lift ; and I 
must write to the- bishop of Clogher. It is now ten 
in the morning ; and this is all writ at a heat. Ji^are- 
well,' dearest MD. 



LETTER XLIX, 

KEKSINGTON, JULlT 1, 1712. 

L NEVER was in a worse station for writing letters, 
than this; for I go to town early; and when I come 
home at night, I generally go to lord Masham*s, 
where lord treasurer comes, and we stay til! past 
twelve J but I am now resolved to write journals 
again, though my shoulder is not yet well ; for I 
have still a few itching pimples, and a little pain now 
and then. It is now high cherry time with us; take . 
notice, is it so soon with you ? And we have early 
apricots; ■ and gooseberries are ripe. On Sunday 
archdeacon Pamell came here to see me. It seem* 
he has been ill for grief of his wife's death, and has 
been two months at Bath. He has a mind to go to 
Dunkirk with Jack Hill, and I persuade him to ft, 
and have spoke to Hill to receive him; but I doubt 
VOL. XV. X ie 
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he won't have Bptrit to go. I have m^de Fbrd* Ga- 
, aetteer, and got two hundred pOundg a year settled 
oil the emi^oymwit by the secretaries of" state, besida 
the perquisites. It is the prettiest erapiloymcDt ia 
England of its bigness ; "yet the puppy does not seem 
■itisfied with it. I think people keep some follies to 
themselves, till they have occasion to pnxluoe them. 
He thinks it is not genteel enough, and makes tweo^ 
difHculties. It is impossible to make any maxt easy. 
His salary is paid him every week, if he pleases, 
without taxes or abatements. He has little to do for 
it. He has a pretty crffioe, with coals, candies, 
P^rs, &c. can frank what letters he will ; and his 
perquisites, if he takes care, may be worth one 
hundred pounds more. I hear the bishop of Clogher 
is landing, or landed, in England ; and I hope to 
see him in a few days. I was to see Mrs. Bradley on 
Sunday night. Her young^t son is to marry some- 
body worth nothing; and her daughter was forced to 
leave lady Giffard, because she was striking up an in- ■ 
tr^ue with a footman, who played well on the flute. 
This is the mother's account of it. Yesterday the 
qW bishop of Worcester-!-, who pretends to be a • 
prophet, went to the queen, by appointment, to 
prove to her majesty, out of Daniel and the Reve- 
lation, that four years hence there would be a war of 
rdigion; that ihe king of France would be a pro- 
testant, and fight on their side; that the popedom 
would be destroyed, &c.; and declared, that he 
would be contfiHit to give up his bishoprick, if it were 

* Charks Fori), esq,, several of wiiose letters are in ibis coU 
-leclion. H. 

t Dr. William Lloyd. B. 
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•iwl; tnie. Lord trea^rer, who told it mc, was by, 
and some, others; and I am told lord treasurer con- 
founded him sadly in his own learning, which made 
the old fool very quarrelsome. He is near nine^ 
years dd. Old firacUey is fat and Imty, and has lost 
his palsy. Have you seen " Toland's Invitation to 
SXemai-f-?" How do you like it? But it is an imi- 
tatioD of Horace, and perhaps you do not understand 
, Horace. Here has been a great sweep of employ- 
ments, and we expect still more removals. The 
court seems resolved to make thorough work- Mr. 
Hill intended to set out to morrow for Dunkirk, of 
which he is appointed governor; but he tells me to 
day, that Ik cannot go till Thursday or Friday. I 
"wish it were over. Mr. secretary tells me, he is in 
no fear at all tiiat France will play tricks with us. I£ 
we have Dunkirk once, all is safe. We rail now all 
against the Dutch, who indeed have acted like knaves, 
fools, and madmen. Mr. secretat-y is sOon to be 
made a viscount. He. desired I would draw the pre- 
amble of his patent ; but I excused myself from a 
work, that might lose me a great deal of reputatitai, 
and get me very little. We would fein have the 
court make him an earl, but it will not be; and 
therefore he will not take the title of Bolingbroke, 
which is lately extinct in the elder branch of bis fa- 
mily. I have advised him to be called Lord Pomfrel\ 
but he thinks that title is already in some other fa* 
mily; and, besides, he olgecls that it is in Yoi'k- 
shire, where he has no estate ; but there is nothing 
in that, and I'love Pomfret. Don't you love Pom- 
fret ? Why ? "Tis in all our histories; they ^e full 

+ The eacl of Noftingbam, See this p«ein in vol. XVr. 
p. 103. N. 
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of Pom/ret castle. But ' what's all this to you ? Yott 
don't care for this ? Is goody Stoyte come to Iion- ' 
don? I hitve not heard of her yet. The dean of 
St. Patrick's never had the manners to answer my 
letter. I %vas the other day to see Steam and his- 
wife. She is not half so handsome as when I saw 
her with you at Dublin. They <lesign to pass the 
summer at a house near lord Somers's, about a dozen 
miles off. You never told me how my " Letto- to 
'Lord Treasurer" passes in Ireland. I 8U[^x>se you 
are drinking at this time Temple-something waters. 
Steele was arrested the other day for making a lot- 
tery indirectly against an act of parliament. He is 
now under prosecution; but they think it will be 
dropped out of pity. I believe he will very soon lose 
his employment, for he has been mighty imper- 
tinent of late in his " Spectatorsi** and I will never 
offer a word in his behalf. Raymond writes me word, 
that the bishop of Meath • was going to summon 
me, in order to suspension, for absence, if the pro- 
vost had not prevented him. I am prettily rewarded 
for getting them their first-fruits, with a p — . We 
have had very little hot weather during the whole 
month of June ; and for a week past, we have had 
a great deal of rain, though not every day, I am 
just now told, that the governor erf Dunkirk has 
not orders yet to deliver up the town to Jack Hill 
and his forces, but expects them daily. This must 
put off Hill's journey a while,, and I don't like 
Ihese stoppings in such an affiiir. Go, get you gone, 
and drink your waters; if this rain has not spoiled 
tliem, «aucy doxy. I have no more to say to you 

• Dr. WlUara Moreton, iroi— 1715. B. 
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'kt present; but love Pdfr, aad MD, and Me. And 
Pdfr will love Pdfr, and MD, and Me. I wish you 
had taken an account when I sent money to Mrs. 
Brent, I believe I have not done it a great while. 
Parewell, dearest MD- 



LETTER L. 

KENSINGTON, JULY I?, 1712. 

JL AM weary of living in this place, and glad to 
leave it soon. The queen goes on Tuesday to 
Windsor, and I shall follow" in three or four days 
after. I can do nothing ' here, going early to Lon- 
don, and coming late from it, and supping at lady 
Masham's. I dined to day with the duke of Argyle 
at Kew, and would not go to the court to night, be- 
cause of writing to MD. The bishop of Clogher 
has been here this fortnight: I see him as often as I 
can. Poor master Ashe has a bad redness in his 
face,- it is St. Anthony's fire; his face all swelled, and 
will bre^ out in his cheek but no danger. Since 
Dunkirk has been in our hands, Grub-street has 
been very fruitful. Pdfr has writ five or six Grub- 
street papsrs this last week. Have you seen *' To- 
land's Invitation to Dismal*," or " Hue and Cry 
iifter Dismal,^' or " Ballad on Dunkirk," or " Agree- 
CQent that Dunkirk is not in our hands?" Poh ; You 



• Sep vol. XVI. p. 109. N, 
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have seen nothing. I am dead here with the hot 
weather ; yet I walk, every night home, and believe 
it does me good : hot my shoulder is not yet right ; 
itchings and scratching^, and smalt achings. Did I 
tell you that I have made Ford Gazetteer, with two 
hundred pounds a year salary, beside perquisites. I 
had a letter lately from Parvisol, who says my canal 
looks very finely. I long to see it; but no apples; 
all blasted again. He tells me there will be a trien- 
nial visitation in August. I must send Raymond 
another proxy. So, now I will answer your letter. 
No, 30, dated June 17. Ppt writes as well as ever, 
for all her waters. I wish I had never come here, as 
often and as heartily as Ppt. What had l to do here! 
I have heard of the bishop*a-(" making me uneasy, 
but I did not think it was because I never wrote to 
him. A little would make me write to him, but I 
don't know what to say. I find I am obliged to tlifi 
provost, for keeping the bishop from being imperti- 
nent. Yes, Mrs. DD but you would not be content 
with letters from Pdfi: of six lines, or twelve either, 
, faith '. I hope Ppt will have done with the waters soon, 
and find benefit by thein. 1 believe, if they were as 
fer off as Wexford, they would do as much good : 
for I take the journey to contribute as much a& any' 
thing. I can assure you, the bishop of Clogher's 
being here does not in the least affect my staying or 
going. I never talked to Higgins but once in my Kfe 
in the street, and I believe, he and I shall hardJy 
meet but by chance. What care I, whether my 
Letter to Lord, Treasurer be commended there or 
pot? Why does not somebody among you answer 

I Of Meath. B.. 



?W1PT » JOVBNAL TO STELt A, S 1 1 

it, -^9 three or four hav? done here ? (I am now sit- 
ting .vitb nothing but tay bedgown, for heat.) Ppt 
shall have ^ gre^t Bible, aiid DD Bhall be repaid h^ 
. other bptA : but pjtiunpe ; all in gopd time : you arc 
so hasty, a dog would, &c. So Ppt has neither woa 
nor lost. Why, miinr I jflay sometimes too^ at 
picket; that is, pipqii<ett, I piean; but very seldom.-^ 
>Dut ]|ite i why, it is only at My Masham's, and that 
is ipi our town j but I neKr come late here from 
X^ndoQ, except opce in rain, when, I could not get 
p coach. We hav'e had very litUe thunder here t 
these two months. Why, pray, madam philosopher^ 
ho* did the rain hinder the thunder from doing any 
harm? I sup^se it squenched it. So here comCs 
Ppt again with her little watery postscript. You b^fl 
4runken,9lut you t drick. Pdfr'a health ten times in a 
ajornnig! you are a wheUer, faith. I sap MO'e 
jift«en tiioes every morning in mi^-porridge. There'b 
.for you now — and there"^ for your.letler, aodeveiy 
kind of thir^ — -and now I must say something eba. 
You hear secretary St. John is made viscpont Holing 
broke. . I could hardly persuade him to< takf tiikt 
title> because the eldest brandi <^ hia femily had i$ 
in an earldom, and it was last year extinct, if 
he did not take it, I advised him to be it^d Fon^frei, 
which I think, is a noble title. You heef -of it oAen 
in the chronicles. Pom/ret castle: but we believed it 
was among the titles pf some other lord. . Jack HXL 
sent his sister a pattern of a headdress frenn Donlcitk ; 
it was like our fashion twenty years ago, only not 
quite so high, and looks very ugly. I have made 
Trap chaplain to lord Bolin^roke, and he is mighty 
happy and thankful for it, Mr. Addison returned 
ine my visit this morning. He liv§s in our town. I 
,: shall 
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shall be mighty retired, and mighty busy for a while 
at Windsor. Pray why don't MD go to Trim, and 
see Laracor, and give me an account of the garden, 
and the river, and the holly and the cherry trees on 
the river walk? 

19. I could not send this letter last post, being 
called away before I could finish it. I dined yester* 
day with lord treasurer; sat with him till ten at 
night ! yet could not find a minute for some business 
I had with him. He brought me to Kensington, 
and lord Bolingbroke would not let me go away till 
two J and I am now in bed very lazy and sleepy at 
nine. I must shave head and face, and meet lord 
Bolingbroke at eleven, and dine again with lord 
treasurer. To day there will be another Grub, " A 
Letter from the Pretender to a Whig Lord." Grub 
street has but ten days to live ; then an act of par- 
Jiament takes place, that ruins it, by taxing evei^ 
half sheet at a halfpenny. We have news just come, 
but not tiie particulars, thiit the earl of Aibemarl^ 
■at the head of eight thousand Dutch, is beaten, lost 
the greatest part of his men, and himself made a 
prisoner. This perhaps may cool their courage, and 
make them think of a peace. The duke of Ormond 
jsas got abundance of credit by his ^od condi'.ct of 
af&irs in Flandersj We had a good deal of ra.n last 
SUght, very refreshing. It is late, and I must rise. 
Don't play at ombre in your waters. Sirrah. Faro- 
ndl, dearest MP. 
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r . ' . 

LETl-ER LI. 

LONDON, AUG. 7*, 1712. 

1 HAD your N. 32, at Windsor: I jtlst read it, and 
immediately sealed it up again, and shall read it no 
more this twelvemonth at least. The reason of my 
resentmcHt is, because you talk as glibly of a thing 
as if it were done, which, for aught I know, is far- 
ther from being done than ever, since I hear not a 
word of it; though the town is full of it, and the 
court always giving me joy and vexation. You might 
be sure, I would have let you knOwn as soon as it 
was done; but I believe you fencied I would not affect 
to tell it you, but let you learn it from newspapers and 
reports. I remember only there was something in 
your letter about Me's money; and that shall be 
taken care of on'the other side. I left Windsor mi 
Alonday last, upon lord Boiingbroke's being gone to 
France ; and somebody's being here, that I ought 
often to consult with in an .affeir I am upon : but that 
person talks of returning to Windsor again, and I 
believe I shall follow him. I am now in a hedge 
lodging very busy, as I am every day till noon: so 
that this letter is like to be short, and you are not to 
blame me these two months ; for I protest, if I study 
ever so hard, I cannot in that time compass what I 
am upon-^. We have a fever both here and at 
Windsor, which hardly any body misses; but it lasts 

• At first wrilteu "Aug. 17," witb this note, Pedefar was 
jnislaken." N. 

f His Hiitory of the Four Last Years. N. 
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not above three or four days, and kills nobody. The 
queen has forty servants down in it at once. I dined 
yesterday with lord treasurer, but coulddo.no busi- 
ness, though he sent fpr me, I thought, on purpose; 
but he desires I will dine 'with him again to day. 
Windsor is a delightful place, and at this time 
abounds in dinners.' My lod^gs look upon Battm 
»nd the -Thames. I wish I were owner of thfim j 
iliey belong to a prebend. God knowe what was in 
youc letter ; and if it be not answered, whose fault is 
it, saacy dallarsf Do you know that Grufa-stre^t is 
dead and gone la^t .week? No more ghosts or mur- 
ders now for loVe and money. I plied it pretty close 
the If^t fortnight, and published at least seven penny 
papers of my own, besides some of other peoplfi'c 
but ami every single half sheet pays 3 halfpenny ta 
the queen. The Obsenator is &lleii ; the Medleys 
are jumbled together with the Flying Post; the Ex^ 
avtiner is deadly sick; the Spectator keq^ up, and 
doubles its price; I know not how long it will hold. 
Have you seen the red stamp the papers are marked 
with? Methinks it is worth a halfpenny the stamp- 
ing. Xiord Bolingbroke and Pridr set oat for France 
Ikst Satunlay. My lord's business is to hasten the 
peace before the Dutch are too much mauled ; and- to 
hinder France from carrying thejest of beating them 
too far. Have you seen the fourth part of John Bull? 
Is it equal to the rest, and extremdy good. The 
bishop of Clogher's son has been ill of St, Anthony's 
£re, but is now quite well. 1 was afraid his face 
would be spoiled, but it is not. Dilly is jiKt as he 
xsseA to be, and puns as plentifully and as bad. The 
two brothers see one another; and I thin^; not the 
two sisters. Raymond wrote to me, " thftt he in- 
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tended to invite you to Trim." Are you, have you, 
will you be there? Won't you see poor Laracor? 
Parvisol says, "I shall have no' fruit: blasts have 
taken away all." Pray observe the cherry trees in 
the river walk ; but yon are too lazy to take such a 
journey. If you have not your letters in due time 
for two months hence, impute it to my being tosti- 
cated between this and Windsor. Poor lord Wm^ 
Chelsea* is dead, to my great grief. He was a. 
worthy honest gentleman, and particular friend of 
mine : and what is yet worse, my old acquaintance 
Mrs. Finch-(", is now countess of Winchelsea, the 
title being fallen to her husband, but without mudi 
estate. I have b«n poring my eyes all this mornii^, 
and it is now past two afternoon, so I shall take » 
little walk in the park. Do you play at ombre still) 
Or is that off by Mr. Stoyte's absence, and Mrsi 
Manley's gri,ef? Somebody was telling me of a 
Strange sister that Mrs. Manley has gat in Irelaiu^ 
who disappointed you all about her bang handscHiKh 
My service to Mrs. Walls. Farewell, dearest MI^ 
FW, Me, Lelo, rogues both ; love poor Pdfr. 

* Charles earl of Wlncbelsoa, first lord coramUsioDer of tndf 
>nd planlations. He died, Auj;. 14, 1712. B. 

+ Anne, daughter of sir William Kingsraill, of Sidmarton, 
Hants, wife of Heneage Finch, carl of Wiiichelsca. Sho was 
author of " The Spleen," and other poemi; «dU died, Aug. 5, 
J720. B. 
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LETTER m. 

WINDSOR, 5EPT. 15, 1712*. 

A NEVER was so long without writing to MD as 
now, ance I left them, nor ever will again while I 
am able to write. I have expected from one week 
to another that something would be done in my own 
affairs ; but nothing at all is, nor I don't know when 
any thing will, or whether any at all, so slow are 
people at doing favours. I have been much, out (rf 
order of late, with the old ^ddiness in my head. I 
took a vomit for it two days ago, and will take an- 
other about a day or two hence. I have eat mighty 
little fruit; yet I impute my disorder to that little, 
and shall henedbrth wholly forbear it. I am en- 
^ged in a long work, and have done all I can of it, 
and Wait for some papers from the ministry for ma- 
ierials for the rest; and they delay me, as if it were 
a favour I asked of them; so that I have been idle 
here this good while, and it happened in a right 
time, when I was too (nuch out of order to study. 
One is kept constantly out of humour by a thousand 
unaccountable things in publick proceedings; and 
when I reason with some friends, we cannot con- 
ceive how affairs can last as they are, God only 
knows, but it is a very melancholy subject for those 
who have any near concern in it. I am again en- 
deavouring, as J was last year, to keep people from 
breaking to pieces upon a hundred misunderstand- 

• Endorsed, " Received Oct. I, at Portraine," N, 
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ings. ttie cannot withhold them from drawing 
different ways, while the enemy is watching to de- 
stroy both. See how my style is altered, by living 
and thinking and talking among these people, in- 
stead of my canal and river, walk and willows. I 
lose all my money here among the ladies; so that I 
never play when I can hdp it, being sure to lose. 
I have lost five pounds the five weeks I have been 
here. I hope Ppt is luckier at piquet with the Dean 
and Mrs. Walls. The Dean never answered my let- 
ter, and I have clearly forgot whether I sent a bill 
for Me in any of my last letters. I think I did; 
pray let me know, and always give me timely notice, 
I wait here but to see what they will do for me; and 
whenever prefei-raents are given from me, as *** 
said, I will come over. 

18. I have taken a vomit to day, and hope I shall 
be better. I have been very giddy since I wrote what 
is before, yet not as I used to be: more frequent, 
but not so violent. Yesterday we were alarmed with 
the queen's being ill: she had an aguish and feverish 
fit ; and you never saw such countenances as we all 
had, such dismal melancholy. Her physicians from 
town were sent for ; but toward night she grew bet- 
ter, to day she missed her fit, and was up ; we are 
not now in any fear ; it will be at Worst but an ague, 
and we hc^ even that will not return. Lord trea- 
surer would not come here from London, because it 
would make a noise, if he came before his usual 
time, which is Saturday, and he goes away on Mon- 
days. The whigs have lost a great support in the 
«arl of Godolphin*. It-is a good jest to hear the 



•He died Sept. 15, 
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ministers talk of him with humanity and pity, be* 
cause he is dead, and can do them no more hurt, 
Lady Orkney*, the late king's mi^ress (who lives 
at a fine place, five miles from hence, called Cliffden) 
and r, are grown mighty acquaintance. She is the 

-wisest woman I ever saw; and lord treasurer made 
great use of her advice in the late diange of aflGiirs. 
I heard lord Marlborough is growing ill of hii 
diabetes; which, if it be true, may soon carry him 
off"; and then the ministry will be something more 
at ease. MD has been a long time without writing 
to Pdfr, though they have not the same cause: it i) 
seven weeks since your last came to my hands, whidi 
was N. 33, that you may not be mistaken. I hope 
Ppt has not wanted her health. You were then 
drinking waters. The doctor tells me I must go into 
s course of steely though I have not the spleen; for 
that they can never give me, though I have as much 
provocation to it as any man alive. Bemage's regi- 
ment is -broke; but he is upon half pay. I have not 
seen him this long time ; but I suppose he is over- 
run with melancholy. My lord Shrewsbury is cer- 
tainly designed to be governor of Ireland ; and, I 
believe the duchess will please the people there migh- 
tily. The Irish whig leaders promise great things to 
themselves from this government; but great care 
shall be taken, if po^ible, to prevent them. Mrs, 

. Fenton has writ to me, that she has been forced to 
leave lady Giffird, and come to town, for a rheuma- 
tism: that lady does not love to be troubled with 
sick people. Mrs. Fenton writes to me as one dying; 

* Lady Elizabeth Villiers; on whom King WiUiam settled an 
tstate in Ireland, worth 2S,996\. a yetr. M. 

"and 

n,:,— ii,Gl.H)'-jlc 
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and desires I would think of her son: I have noti 
answered her better. She is retired to Mrs. Povey's. 
Is my aunt alive yet ; and do you ever see her? I 
suj^ose Ehe hae for^ the loss of her son. Is Ray 
mond's new house quite Enished ? and does he squan< 
der aa he used to do? Has he yet spent all his 
wife's fortune? I hear there are five or six people 
puttiilg strongly in for rayliviligs; God help them I 
But if ever the court should give me any thing, I 
Would reconunend Raymond to the dulte of Ormond; 
not for any particular friendship to him, but because 
it would be proper for the minister of Trim to have 
Laracor. You may keep the gold studded snuff-box 
now, for my brother Hill, governor of Dunkirk, 
has sent me the finest that ever you saw. It is al- 
lowed at court that none in England comes near it, 
though it did not cost above twenty pounds*.. And 
the duchess of Hamilton has made me a pocket ftH" 
it, like a woman's, with a belt and buckle (for, you 
know, 1 wear no wastcoat in summer) and there are 
■ several divisions, and one on purpose for my box, 
oh, oh ! — We have had most delightful weather this 
whole week; but illness and vomiting have hindered 
me from sharing in a great part of it. Lady Ma- 
sham made the queen send to Kensington for some 
of her preserved ginger for me, which I take in the 
nnoming, and hope it will do me good. Mrs. Brent 
; sent me a letter by a young fellow, a printer, de- 
siring I would recommend him here, which you may 
tell her I have done; but I cannot promise what wil! 

• This U the box, on the bottom of which [he goose and snail 
were painted, that gave occasion to the jeit and repartee batwten 
Swift and lord Oxford. See a particular description of tbe box, 
ian letter to general Hil), dated Attg. IS, 1713. ia vol. X. B. 

come 

nr:,— ii,Gl.H)'.jlc 



820 »WI?T*5 JOtiSKAL (Td STELti; 

ocune of it, for it is necessary they should be madd 
iree* here before they can be employed. I remem- 
ter 1 put the boy apprentice to Brent. I hope Par- 
visol has set my tithes well this year: he has writ 
nothing to me about it ; pray talk' to him of it when 
you see fiim, and let him give me an account how 
things are. I suppose the corn is now off the 
ground. I hope he has sold that great ugly horse. 
Why don't you talk' to him ?- He keeps me at charges 
for horses, that I never ride ; yours is large, and will 
never be good for any thing. The queen will stay 
here about a month longer, I suppose; but lady Ma- 
sbam will go 'in ten days to lie in at Kensington, 
Poor creature, she fell dowri in the court here the 
other day. She would needs walk across it upon 
some displeasure with her chairmen, and was likely 
to be spoiled, so near her time; but we hope 'all is 
over for a black eye and a sore side ; though I shall 
not be at ease till she is brought to bed. I find I 
can fill up a letter, some way or other without a 
, journal. If i had not a spirit naturally cheerful-f-, I 
shouldbeverymuch discontented at a thousand things. 
Pray God preserve MD's health, and Pdfr's, and that 
I may live free from the envy and discontent, that 
attends those, who are thought to have more favour 
at court than they really possess. Love Pdfr,- who 
loves MD above all things. Farewell, dearest, ten 
thousand times dearest MD. 

* Obtain the freedom of the city of Ijindon. N. 

■f His life is a mournful and striking instance of the power of 
disnppoinlment totally to subvert natural cheerfulness, to lake 
away the value of every good, ani aggravate real by imaginary 
evil, H. 
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LETTER Lin. 

LONDON, OCT. 9, 1714*. 

A HAVE left Windsor these ten days, and am deep 
in pills with asafoetida, and a steel bitter drink ; and. 
I find my head much better than it was. I was very 
much discouraged; for I used to be ill for three or 
four days together, ready to totter as I walked. I 
take eight pills a day, and have taken, I believe, a 
hundred and fifty already. The queen, lord treasurer, 
lady Masham, and I, were all ill together, but are ' 
now ail better : only lady Masham expects every day 
to lie in ait Kenangton. There never was such a 
lump of lies spread about the town tqgether as now. 
I doubt not but you will have them in Dublin before 
this comes to you, and all without the least ground 
of truth. I have been mightily put back in some- 
thing I am writing by my illness, but hope to fetch 
it up, so as to be ready when the parliament meets. 
Ijord treasurer has had an ugly fit of the rheumatism, 
but is now near quite well. I was playing at one and 
thirty with him and his family the other night. He 
gave us all twelvepence apiece to begin with: it 
put me in mind of sir William Temple-f-. I aked 
both him and lady Masham seriously, whether the 

• Eniiorsed, " Received Oct, 18, at Portraine." N. 

+ Sir Willi^ treated Swift with so liule lltterality, after en- 
couraging him to hope he would provide for him, thai it was lik« 
giving him a shilling to begin the world with. H, 
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queen were at all inclined to a dropsy ? And they 
positively assured me she was not : so did her phy- 
sician Arbuthnot, ttho always attends her. Yet 
these devils have spread that she has holes in her 
le^, and runs at her navel, and I tnow not what. 
Arbuthnot has sent me from Windsor a pretty Dis- 
course upon Lying, and 1 have ordered the printer 
to come for it. It is a proposal for publishing a 
carious piece, callec}, " The Art of Political Lying, 
in two volumes," &c. And then there is an ab- 
stract of the first volume*, just like those pamphlets 
which they call " The Works of the Learned." 
Pray get it when it comes out. The queen has a 
little of the gout in one of her hands. I believe 
she will stay a month still at Windsor. Lord trea- 
surer sho\ved me the kindest letter from her in the 
world, by which I picked out one secret, that there will 
be soon made some knights of the garter. You know 
another is fallen by lord Godolphin's death : he will 
be buried in a day or two at Westminster-abbey. 
1 saw Tom Leigh in town once. The bishop of 
Clogher has taken his lodging for the winter; they 
are alt v^ell. I hear there are in town abundance of 
people from Ireland; half a dozen bishops at least. 
The poor old bishop pf London-^, at past fourscore, 
fell down backward going up stairs, and Z think 
• broke or cracked his skull ; yet is now recovering. 

" Tliis is ijart of the MisceUany, which the dean printed in 
conjunclioii with Mr. Pope; and i» in (be 18th volume of [his 
follectitin, N. 

■i Ur. Henry Comptnn, translated to that see from the bishop- 
rit'k of Oxfon), in 1675. He died July 7, 1713, at ibe age of 
elglity-one. N. 

The 
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The town ia as empty as at Midsummer ; and if I 
had not occasion for physick, I would be at Windsor 
still. Did I tell you qf lord Rivers's will ? he has 
left legacies to about twenty paltry old whores by 
name, and not a farthing to any friend, dependent, 
or relation : he has left fronj his only child, lady 
Barrymore *, her mother's estate, and given the 
whole to his heir male, a popish priest, »a second cou- 
sin, who is now earl Rivers -f-, and whom he used in 
his life like a footman. After him it .goes to his 
chief wench and bastard J. Lord treasurer and l6rd 
chamberlain are executors of this hopeful will. I 
loved the man, but detest his memory. We hear 
nothing of peace yet : I believe verily the Dutch are 
so wilful, because they are told the queen cannot 
live. I had poor MD's letter, N**. 32, at Windsor; 
but I could not answer it then ; Pdfr was very sick 
then : and, besides, it was a very inoDnvenient place 
to write letters from. You " thought to come home 
the same day, and staid a month !" That was a sign 
the place was agreeable. I should love such a sort 
of jaunt. Is that lad Svnenton a little more fixed 
than he used to be ? I think you like the girl very 
well. She has left off her grave airs, I suppose. I 
am now told, lord Godolphin was buried last night. 
— O poor Ppt! ••**. I believe I escaped the nea> 

' Lady Elizabeth, marrieil to James the Iburth ^arl of Barrj-, 
more. She had one <]3iigh!pr, lady Penelope, whu was married 
to general Cholinonileley, N. 

T William Siivage, son of Richard, third son of the first eaxl 
of that name, He was a papist in holy urders. Dying unmarried, 
the title became e.xtiuct. N. 

I Among other natural children oJ this nobleman, wa.^ the well- 
known Richard Savage ; whosii biography forms a prominent fea- 
ture ia Dr. Johnson's " Lives of the PoWs." N- 

y3 fev«r 
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fever, for the same reason that Ppt did, because I am 
not well; but why should DD escape it, pray? she is 
melthigalj you know, and ought to have the fever ; 
but I hope it 13 now too late, and she won't have it 
at all. Some physicians here talk, very melancholy, 
and think it foreruns the plague, which is actually 
at Hamburgh. I hoped Ppt would have done with 
her illness ; but I think we both have the faculty 
never to part with a disorder for ever ; we are very 
constant. I have had my giddiness twenty-three 
years by fits. Will Mrs. Raymond never have done 
lying in ? He intends to leave beggars enough ; for I 
dare say, he has squandered away the best part of 
his fortune already, and is now not out of debt. I 
had a letter from him lately. 

October 1 1. Lord treasurer sent for me yesterday 
and the day before to sit with him, because he is not 
yet quite well enough to go abroad ; and I could not 
finish my letter. How the deuce come I to be so 
exact in your money ? Just seventeen shillings and 
eightpence more than due ; I believe you cheat me. 
Ppt * makes a petitbn vtith many apologies, John 
Ifenvers, you know, is lady .Gifftrd's friend. The 
rest I never heard of. I tell you what, as things are 
at present, I cannot possibly speak to lord treasurer 
for any body. I need tell you no more. Some- 
thing or nothing will be done in my own affairs ; if 
the former, I will be a solicitor for your sister ; if the 
latter, I have done with courts for ever. Opportu- 
nities will often fall in my way, if I am used well, 
and I will then make it my business. It is my de- 
light to do good offices for people who want and de- 

• Ppt, h Mrs. Jobnson. H. 
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serve it, and a tenfold delight to do it to a relation 
of Ppt, whose affairs Pdfr has so at heart. I have 
taken down his name and his case (not her case) ; 
and whenever a proper time comes, I will do all I 
can : that is enough to say when I can do no more ; 
and I beg your pardon a thousand times, that I can- 
not do better. I hope the dean of St. Patrick's * is 
well of his fever : he has never wrote to me : I am 
glad of it ; pray don't desire him to write. I have 
dated your bill late, because it must not commence, 
young womcDj till the first of November next. O, 
faith, I mustbeiJfi ; yes, faith, must I,; else weshall 
cheat Pdfr. Are you good housewives and readers ? 
Are you walkers ? I know you are gamesters. Are 

you drinkers ? Are you Hold, I must go no 

ferther, for fear of abusing fine ladies. Parvisol has 
not sent me one word how he set this year's tithes. 
Pray, ask whether tithes set well or ill this year. 
3ishop of Kiltaloe tells me wool bears a good rate in 
Ireland ; but how is com ? I dined yesterday with 
lady Orkney, and we sat alone (rovn two till eleven 
at night. Ydu have heard of her, I suppose. I have 
twenty letters upon my hands, and am so lazy and 
so busy, I cannot answer them, and they grow upon 
me for several months. Have I any apples at Lara- 
Dor? It is strange every year should blast them, 
when I took so much care for shelter. Lord Boling- 
broke has been idle at his country house this fort- 
night, which puts me backward in business I have. 
I am got into an ordinary room two pair of stairs, 
and see nobody, if I can help it ; yet some puppies 
haye found me out, and my man is not such an artist 

f Di. Sterne. H. 
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as Patrick at denying me. Patrick has been solicit- 
ing to come to me again, but in vain. The printer 
has been here with some of the new iwkims * printed, 
and has taken up my time. I am just going out, and 
can only bid you farewell. Farewell, dearest little 
MP, &c. 



LETTER LIV. 

LONDON, OCT. 28, 1712. 

J. HAVE been in physick this month, and have 
been better these three weeks. I stop my physick by 
the doctor's orders, till he sends me farther directions. 
DD grows a politician, and longs to hear the peace is 
proclaimed. I hope we shall have it soon, for the 
Dutch are fully humbled ; and Prior is just come over 
fix)m France for a few days ; I suppose upon some 
important affeir. I saw him last night, but had no 
j)rivate talk with him. Stocks rise upon his coming. 
As for my stay in England, it cannot be long now, 
BO tell my friends. The parliament will not meet 
till after Christmas, and by that time the work I am 
doing will be over, and then nothing shall keep me. ' 

. T am very much discontented at Parvisol, about neg- 

-lecting to sell my horses, &c. 

• One of these probably was, *' A Letter from an old WJiig in 

town tt) ii modern Whig in the country, upon the late expedition 
10 Canada ;" dated October 23, 1712 j and sold by Morphew ; 
4to. Price. 2d. N, 

r ^^ 
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Lady Masham is not yet brought to bed ; but we 
expect it daily. I dined with her to day. Lord 
Bolingbroke returned about two months ago, and 
Prior about a week ; and goes . back. (Prior I mean) 
in a few days. Who told you of my snuff-box and 
pocket ? Did I ? I had a letter to day from Dr. 
Coghil, desiring me to get Raphoe for dean Sterne, 
and the deanery for myself. I shall indeed, I have 
such obligations to Sterne. But, however, if I am 
asked who will make a good bishop, I shall name 
him before any body. Then comes another letter, 
desiring I would recommend a provost, supposing 
that Pratt * (who has been here about a week) will 
certainly be promoted ; but I believe he will not. 
I presented Pratt to lord treasurer, and truly youn^ 
Molyneux -(■ would have had me present him too; but 
I directly answered him " I would not, unless he had 
business with him." He is the son of one Mr. Moly- 
neux of Ireland. His father wrote a book :J: ; I sup 
pose you know it. Heie is the duke of Marlborough 
going out of England (Lord knows why) which 
causes many speculations. Some say he is conscious 
of guilt, and dare not stand it. Others think he has 
a mind to fling an odium on the government, as 
who should say, that one, who has done such great 
services to his country, cannot live quietly in it, by 

• Dr. Benjamin Pratt, provost of Trinity c{.lli-ge. B. 

t Samuel, son of William Molyncus, e^q. the friend anfl cor- 
respondent of Mr. Locke. Mr. Siimuei Moljneux was after- 
ward secretary to Gi;o»ge priiicc of Wales. He married lady 
Elizabeth Cupell, daughier of Algernon earl of L^sex; and died 
about 1782. B. 

.t " The Case of Ireland's being bound by Acts of Parlbment 
in England itated, 1()<)8," Bvo. B, 
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reason of the malice of his enemies. I have helped 
to patch up these people together once more. God 
knows how long it may last. I was to day at a trial 
between lord Lansdown and lord Carteret, two 
friends of mine. It was in the Queen's Bench, for 
about six thousand a year (or nine, I think.) I sat 
under lord chief justice Parker, and his pen falling 
down, I reached it up. He made me a low bow ; 
and I was going to whisper him, *' that I had done 
good for evil [ for he would have taken mine from 
■me." I told it to lord treasurer and Bolingbroke. 
Parker would not have known me, if several lords 
on the bench, and in the court, bowing, had not 
turned every body's eyes, and set them a whispering. 
I owe the dog a spite, and will pay hin? in two 
months at farthest, if I can. So much for that. 
But you must h;itfe chat, and I must say every sorry 
thing that comes into my head. They say the queen 
will stay a month longer at Windsor. These devils 
of Grub street rogues, that write the Flying Post and 
Medley in one paper, will not be quiet. They are 
always mauling lord treasurer, lord Bolingbroke, 
and me. We have the dog under prosecution, but 
Bolingbroke is not active enough ; but I hope to 
swinge him. He is a Scotch rogu^, one Ridpath. 
They get out upon bail, and write on. We take 
them again, and get fresh bail ; so it goes round. 
■ They say some learned Putchman has wrote a book, 
proving, by civil law, that we do them wrong hy 
this peace ; but I shall show, by plain reason, that 
we have suffered the wrong, and not they. I toil 
like a horse, and have hundreds of letters still to 
read : and squeeze a line out of each, or at least thf 
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seeds of a line. StrafTord goes back to Holland in 
3 day or two, and I hope our peace is very nean. I 
have about thirty pages more to write (that is to be 
extracted) which will be sixty in print. It is ' the 
most troublesome part of all, and I cannot keep my- 
self private, though I stole into a room up two pair 
of stairs, When I came from Windsor ; but my pre- 
sent man has not yet learned his lesson of denying 
me discreetly. 

■30. The duchess of Ormond found me out to day, 
and made me dine with her. Lady Masham is stili 
expecting. She has had a cruel cold. I could not 
Aoish my letter last post for the sout of me. Lord 
Bplingbroke has had my papers these six weeks, and 
done nothing to them. Is Tisdall yet in the wrorld ? 
I propose writing controversies, to get a name with 
posterity. The duke of Ormond will not be ova- 
these three or four days. I design to make him join 
with me in settling all right among our people. I 
have ordered the duchess to let me have an haiv 
with the duke at his first coming, to give him a true 
state of persons and things. I believe the duke of 
Shrewsbury will hardly be declared your governor 
yet ; at least, I think so now ; but resolntions alter 
very often. Duke Hamilton gave me a pound of 
snufF to day, admirable good. I wish DD had it, 
aqd E^t too, if she likes it. It cost me a quarter of 
an hour of his politicks, which I was forced to hear. 
Lady Orkney is making me a writing table of her 
piyn contrivanc;e, and a bed nightgown. She is pBf- 
ffectly kind, like a mother. I think the devil was 
in it the other day, that I should talk to her of an 
pgly squinting cousin of hers, and the poor lady Ijer- 
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«df, you know, squints like a dragon. The other 
day we had a long discourse with her about love ; 
and she told us a s^'ing of her sister Fitzharding, 
which I thought excellent, ' " that in men, desire 
b^jets love; and in women, love begets desire." 
We havp abundance of our old criers still hereabouts. 
I hear every morning your women with the old satin 
and taiTata, &c. the fellow with old coats, suits, or 
cloaks. Our weather is abominable of late. We 
have not two tolerable days in twenty. I have lost 
moii^ again at ombre, with lord Orkney and others ; 
yet, after all, this year I have lost but three and 
tvirenty shillings ; so that, considering card money, I 
am no loser. 

Our society hath not yet renewed their meetings. 
I hope we shall continue to do some good this win- 
ter ; and lord treasurer promises the academy tor re- 
forming our langu^e shall soon go forward. I mu^ 
now go hunt those dry letters lor materials. You 
will see something very notaUe, I hope. ■ So mudi 
fen- that. God Almighty bless you. 



A 



LETTER LV. 



LONDON, NOV. 15, J712*. 

Before this comes to your hands, you will have 
heard of the most terrible accident that hath almost 

* Endorsed, " Received Nov. 26, jiist come from Portrait." 

ever 
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ever happened. This morning, at eight, my man 
brought me word, that duke Hamilton had fought 
with lord Mohun, and killed him, and was brought 
home wonnded. I immediately sent bim to the 
duke's house, in St. James's square ; but the porter 
could hardly answer for tears, and a great rabble was 
about the house. In short, they fought at seven this 
morning. The dog Mohun was killed on the spot ; 
and, while the duke was over him, Mohun shortened 
his sword, stabbed him in at the shoulder to the 
heart. The duke was helped toward the Cake- 
house *, by the ring in Hyde-park, (where they 
fought) and died on the grass, before he could reach 
the house ; and was brought home in his coach by 
eight, while the poor duchess was asleep. Macart- 
ney and one Hamilton were the seconds, who fought 
likewise, and are both fled. I am told, that a foot- 
man of lord Mohun's stabbed duke Hamilton ; and 
some say Macartney did so loo. Mohun gave tha 
affront, and sent the challenge. I am infinitely 
concerned for the poor duke, who was a franl^ 
, honest, good-natured man. I loved him very well, 
and I think he loved me better. He had the greatest 
mind in the world to have me go with him to France, 
but durst not tell it me ; and those he did tell, said 
** 1 could not be spared ;" which was true. They 
have removed the poor duchess to a lodging in the 
neighbourhood, where I have been with her two 
hours, and am just come away. I never saw so roer 
lancholy a scene ; for indeed all reasons for real grief 
belong to her ; nor is it possible for any body to b« 

* Of this house, still known by ihc name of The CAeesecait- 
house, see two Views in Gent. M:ig.vol. LXXl. p. 401. and vol, 
pXXli. p. 105. N. 

J 8gr»ter 
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a greater loser in all regards. She has mo%'ed my very 
soul. The lodjfing was incom'enient, and they would 
have removed her to another ; but I would not suf- 
fer it, because it had no room backward, and she 
must have been tortured with the noise of the Grub 
street screamers mentioning her husband's murder in 
her ears. 

I believe you have heard the story of my escape, 
in opening the bandbox sent to the lord treasurer. 
The prints have told a thousand lies of it ; but at 
last we gave them a true account of it at length, 
printed in " Tlie Evening j" only I woald not suffer 
them to name mc, having been so often named be- 
fore, and teased to death with questions *. I wonder 

bow 

* The truth of tlie fact concerning the band-box s«nt to the 
lord treasurer, we are informed, is as foUoweih :— On TuesflB; 
morning, the 4th instant, the pennyrpost raan deliverei] a small 
parcel at the lord treasurer's- hou^e, tiirected to his lardship's por- 
ter, hi which upon opening was found inclosed a band-box, di- 
rected to the lord treaanrer. The box was carried up to raj lordV 
bed-chamber, and delivered to his lordship, who, stretching up the 
lid as far as the packthread that tied it would give way, said, be 
saw a pistol ; whoreupon a gentleman in the room desired the box 
night be given to him ; he toot it to the window, at some dis- 
tance from my lord, and opened it, by culling with a penknife 
the packthreads that fastened the lid. The Htst thing that ap- 
peared was the stock and lock of a pocket pistol, lying across the 
middle of the batid-box, and fastened at each end with two nails. 
On each side of (he firelock were laid the middle pieces of two 
large ink-horns charged with powder and ball, and touch-hoies 
bored at the bull-ends of them, to which were &stcni?d two 
linen bags of g'ln-powder ; and at the other e'l'^ ^f 'hf '^S* "**'¥ 
two quills ailed with wild fire. These two artificial barrels were 
plucc'd with the muzzles contraryways, and the quill of on? of 
(hem directed to thp pau of the pistol, ag the other probably was, 

thou^l^ 

. D,9,-7s<ibyGl.k)'.^lc 
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how I came to have so much presence of mind, 
which is usually not my talent; but so it pleased 
God, and I saved myself and him ; for there was a 
bullet piece. A gentleman told me, " that if I had 
been killed, the whigs would -have called it a judg- 
ment, because the barrels were of inkhoms, with 
which I had done them so much mischief." There 
was a pure Grub street of it, full of lies and incon- 
sistencies. I do not like these things at all, and I 
wish myself more and more among my willows. 
Tha^ is a devilish spirit among people, and the mi- 
nistry must exert themselves, or sink. Night, dearest 
sirrahs, I'll go to sleeps 

16. I thought to have finished this yesterday ; but 
was too much disturbed. I sent a letter early this 
morning to lady Masham, to beg her to write some 
comforting words to the poor duchess. I dined to 
day with lady Masham at Kensington where she is, 
expecting these two months to lie in. She has pro- 
mised me to get the tjueen to write to the duchess 
kindly on this occasion ; and to morrow I will beg 

though disordered by t lie carriage. Tha gentleman who opened 
tbe box, apprehending some miscliief was intended, would not 
touch the pistol-stock till he hud rctnoved all the other machines; 
then gently widening the box, the nails which fa»tened the stock 
at cither end gave way. He found the lirclock primed and cocked, 
and a piece of thread fastened to the trigger, which he conceived 
be had cut in the o])emng. The small nails which fastened the 
stock at either end were so contrived, that by taking it up at the 
first view, as it was natural to do with all the implement* about 
ir, the cock would have gone down and fired the whole train, 
which kvould have immediately discharged both barrels dilTcreiit 
ways ; this could not h»ve been avoided, had the pistol-stock beeu' 
pulled out with any force before the nails were loosened, and the 
thread cut which was tied to the trigger," Postboy, Nov, IS, 
J?i?. N. 

. lord 
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lord treasurer to visit and comfort her. I have been 
with her two houra again, and find her worse ; her 
violences not so frequent, but her melancholy more 
formal and settled. She has abundance of wit and 
spirit; about thirty-three years old; handsome and 
airy,- and seldom spared any body that gave her the 
least provocation; by which she had many enemies, 
and few friends. Lady Orkney, her sister-in-law, is 
come to town on this occasion ; and has been to see 
her, and behaved herself with great humanity. They 
have been always very ill together, and the poor 
duchess could not have patience when people told , 
her I went often to lady Orkney's. But I am resolved 
to make them friends; for the duchess is now no 
more the object of envy, and must learn humility 
from the severest master, Afflictfon. I design to 
make the ministry put out a proclamation (if it can 
be found proper) against that vill^n Macartney. 
What shall we do with these murderers ? I cannot 
end this letter to night, and there is no occasion; for 
I cannot send it till Tuesday, and the coroner's in- 
quest on the duke's body is to be to morrow; and 
I shall know more. But what care you for all this? 
Yes, MD is sorry for Pdfr's friends; and this is a 
very surprising event. Tis late, and I'll go to bed. 
This looks like journals. Night. 

17. I was to day at noon with the'duchess of Ha- 
milton again, '^fter I had been with lady Orkney, 
and charged her to be kind to her sister in affliction. 
The duchess told me, " lady Orkney had been mth 
her, and that she did not treat her as gently as she 
ought." They hate one another, but I will try to 
patch it up. I have been drawing up a paragraph 
for The Post Boy, to be out to morrow, and as 
malicious 

n,<j,-7=^-h,Gl.H)'.^lc 
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malicious as possible, and very proper for Abel Ro- 
per, the printer of it*. I dined at lord treasurer's 



• The paragraph, as dictated or >iritten by Swift, wns in these 
words; " On Saturday moriiiug lust, about seven of the clock, 
the duke of Hamilton and the lord Mohun fought a dud in Hyde- 
park. His grace's second was colonel Hamilton ; and his lord- 
ship's, major- general Macartney. Thi; lord Moliun died oo the 
spot( and roy lord duke, soon after he wa^ broi.ght home, wfao 
received the following wounds; one, on the right side of his 1^ 
about seven inches long ; another, in his right arm ; the tbird,.ia 
the upper part of his left breast, running downwards into his bi)dy, 
which was looked upon to be (he immediate occasion of his 
death ; the fourth wound was on the outside of his left leg. My 
)ord Mohun received a very large wound in his groin; another, 
on the right side through his body, up to the hilt of his sword; 
and the third in bis arm; and other wounds. Postboy, Novels,— 
In the same piiblicalron, Nov, 20, was the following article, evi- 
dently written by Dr. Swift : " Major-general Macartney went 
three times to ihe duke's bouse with a challenge from the lord 
Alubun. On Friday last at four in the afternoon he delivered it to 
tite diikc, and was at the bagnio all night with my lord Mobun, 
Mho was ebserved to be seized with fear and trembling at that 
time. They met at seven the next morning, with their seconds, 
colonel Hamilton of the foot-guards for the duke, and Macartney 
for the lord Alohun. There the duke told Macartney, that his 
grace knew this was all of his contrivance, but that he should have 
a share in the dance ; for his friend Hamilton resolved to enter- 
tain him. On Tuesday last a committee of council sate at the 
earl of Dartmouih's office, and llie spcclators of the duel were 
examined ; and we hear, that my lord dukt and the lord Mohun 
did not parry, but gave rhrusts at each othir, and the latter 
Bhorteniiig his sword stabbed the duke in the upper pari of his 
left breast, running downwards into his body, (which wound, 
upon probing, was about fourteen inches long), who expired soon 
after he was put into the couch. Colonel Hamilton received a. 
wound in his right leg, aad, going afterwards lo the half-moqn 
tavern in Cheapside, was dressed by Mr, Woodivard the chirur- 
gcon. His grace is universally lanicnted by all men of honour 
and honesty, or who have tho least regard for their queen and 

country, 
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at six in the evening, which is bis usual hour of re^* 
turning from Windsor; he promised to visit the 
duchess to morrow, and says " he has a message t» 
her from the queen." Tis late: I have staid till past 
one with him. So night, dearest MD. 

i8. The committee of council is to sit this after- 
noon upon the- affair of duke Hamilton's murder, 
and I hope a proclamation will be out against Ma- 
cartney. I was just now ('tis now noon) with the 
duchess, to let her know lord treasurer will see her. 
She is mightily indisposed. The jury have aot yet 
brought in their verdict upon the corgner's inquest. 
We suspect Macartney stabbed the duke while he 
was fighting. The queen and lord treasurer are in 
great concern at this event. I dine to day again with 
lord treasurer; but must send this to the postoiEce 
before, because else I shall not have time ; he usually 
keeps me so late. Ben Tooke bid me write to DD 
to send her certificate, for it is high time it should be 

country, being a faithful subject, a true friend, a kind master, 
and a loving liusbaud ; and, as a jnst reward for his servicM and 
sufTerings, was preferred to the greatest honours and employments 
of the crown. His grace is succeeded in honour and estates by 
)iis eldest son, who i« about twelve years of age. It is to be re- 
membered, that the lord Mohuji was the person who gai'e tbe 
affront, which the duke, observing liiic to be in drink, disdained 
to regard. But ihe faction, weary of him, resolved to employ 
him in some' real service to their causey and valued not what be- 
came of him, provided he did their drudgery : for the dispute at 
law between the duke and his lordship had cuntinued many years, 
without any personal quarrel of consequence. But ibis is tbe 
new exjiedient of the fection, band-boxes and bullies. Macart- 
ney is absconded; but it is hoped a proclamation will soon be 
issued out for apprehending him, in order to bring him to justice.— 
. This is the fourth person (hat my lord Mohun had the misfortuii* 
to kill." The title is extinct. N. 

tent. 
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sent, be says. Pray ftiake Parvisol write t6 me, and 
«nd me a general aciiount of my atFaira; and let him 
know I shall be Over in spring, and that l^ all means 
he sells the horses. Prior has kissed the queen's 
-hand, and will return to France in a few days, and 
lord Strafford to Holland ; and now the king of Spmn 
has renounced his pretensions to FranCe-, the peace 
must follow very soon unavoidably. You must no 
more call Philip Duke of Anjou^ for we now acknow- 
ledge him king of Spain. Dr. Pratt tells me, you 
are all mad in Ireland with playhouse frblicks and 
prologues, and I know not what. The bishop of 
Clogher and his family are well: they have heard 
from you lately, or you from them, I have forgot 
which: I dined there the other day; but the bishop 
came not till after dinner; and our meat and drink, 
was very so so. Mr. Vedeau was with me yester- 
day, and inquired after you. He was a lieutenant, 
and is now broke, and upon half pay. He asked me 
nothing for himself; but wanted an employment for 
a friend, " who would give a handsome pair of gloves.** 
One Hales sent me up a letter the other day, which 
said you lodged in his house, and therefore desired 
I would get him a civil employment. I would not 
be within, and have directed my man to give him 
an answer, " that I never open letters brought me 
by the writers," &c. I was complaining to a lady, 
** that I wanted to mend an employment from forty 
to sixty pounds a year in the salt office, and thought 
it hard I could not do it." She t<^d me, " one Mr. 
Griffin should do it." And afterward I met Griffin 
at her lodgings; and he was, as I found, one I had 
been, acquainted with. I named Filby to him, and 
hia .abode, somewhere near Nantwich. He said 
. VOL. xr. Z frankly. 
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frankly, " he had finmerly examined the toiai, md 
found he understood very little of his businew i \hA 
if he heard he mended, he would do what I dpsirtd." 
I will let it rest awhile, and then resume it; and if 
Ppt writes to Filby, she may arfrise him tp diligent, 
,&c. I told Griffin positJTely, " I wqqld haye ^t 
done, if the m^ mended." Thif is an oopoont of 
P^'s coiao^si<^ to her ni|0^ humble ajwvWt Pdff. 
I have .a world of writing to fiiusb, and little Uioe; 
.these toads of ministers j(re so ilow in theO- hgfp^. 
This makes- me somefijnes steal a week, from tfap 
BxactneM I naed to wtite to MD. f prewellj, de»^ 
.little MP, &c. Smoke^ the folding ^f my l#t;^r$ of 
late.. 



LETTER LVI. 

LONDON, DEC. 12, 1712. 

Here is now a strwige thing; a letter from MD 
unanswered; never was before. I am akwer and 
.MD is faster: but the last was owihg- to DD*s cer- 
,ti£cate. Why could it not be seat before, pray now! 
Is it ao hard for PD to prove she is alive? I potest 
solemnly I am not able to write to MD for otl^- 
.business, but I will renew my journal method next 
time. I find it ii easier, though it contain* nothing 
but where I dine, and the occurrence^ o| the day. I 
will write now but once in three weeks, till this ba«- 
.ness is off my hands, which nmst be in six, I think. 



byGl.)*.)'^!!.' 



at fartfee^. QI Ppt, I J*ai€*pber yew reprimanding 
pie &}€ medtJling to fitherpot^e's affairs: I have 
^nougtt of it nijw with a vetigeanee. Two womw 
hav*) l^een, here ajj.tiiflw gpiece; I nevqr's9w them ' 
y«^> The first I Hav^ di^tched with a letter; j^ 
Qther I must 8ee> and tell her I c^m do aotlui^ Utt 
her: she ia wife of oiic Mr. Ccauw, an ^ coU^ 
aoqu»iQtance, and com^q gn a feoji^h eirand, fof 
iBMBe., old pretensipnS, that Will sqcceed y/\\en I an? 
lord- .treasurer. I a,m got o^ twP psir of steirs in 9 
priv^ttf. lodging,, and have trderqd aJi my frienfU not 
to discover where J am ; y«4 evmy meaning two or 
&nea seta are pla^iung me, md my pmient pra^'ant 
haa not jfet his lesaon perfi»:t of denying me. I have 
written a hundred ahd thirty pages in foliQ tQ hf 
printed, and must write thirty more, which will make 
ft large bpofc of four shillings*. I wish I knew an 
ppporUinity of sending you some snnff^ I will watch 
who goes to Ireland, and do it if poaaifcle. I Jiad » 
letter from Paryisol, and find he has set my livings 
very loW' .Colpnel Hamilton, who was second to 
duke Hamiltqnt is tried to day. X suppose he is 
come dF, but have not 'heard. I dined with lorcj 
tr^wurer, but left \)\m by nine, and visited some 
peopile. Lady Betty hie daughter will be married on 
Monday next (as J suppose) to the marquis of Caer- 
marthen. I. did not know your CQuntry place had 
■been Portraine*, till you told me so in your last. 
JHas Swanton taken it of Wallia? That WaJIis was a 
grave,, wise coxcomb. Grod be thanked that Ppt is 
better of her disorders. God kttp h^r so- ThP 

^ • This seems to be Lis Fiistory of the Peace of Ulrcchl, not. 
published till afler his dcalh. B. 

* Or Portraen, about seven mHca from Dublin. F. 
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pamphlet of " Political Lying" is written by Dr. 
Arbuthnot, thcauthor of John Bull; 'tis very pretty, 
but not so obvious to be understood. Higgins first 
chaplain to duke Hamilton? Why, duke Hamil- 
ton never dreamt of a chaplain, nor I believe ever 
heard of Higgins. You are glorious newsmongers in 
Ireland — Dean Frands, ar Richard Levinge, stuff, 
stuff; and Pratt, more stuff. We have lost our fine 
frost here; and Abel" Roper tells me you have had 
floods in Dublin ; ho, have you? Oh hoi Swanton 
seized Portraine. Now I understand you. Ay, ay, 
now I see Portraine at the top of your letter. I 
never minded it before. Nor to youf second, N. 3(5. 
So, you read one of the Grub-streets about the band- 
box. The whig papers have abused me about the 
bandbox. God help me, what could I do ? I fairly 
ventured my life. There is a particular account of 
it in the " Post Boy"- and " Evening Post" of that 
day*. - Lord treasurer has had the seal sent him 
that sealed ibe box, and directions where to find the 
other pistol in a tree in St. James's park, which lord 
Bolingbroke's messenger found accordingly; but who 
sent the present is not yet i^nown. Duke Hamilton 
avoided the quarrel as much as possible, according to 
the foppish rules of honour in practice. What sig- 
nified your writing angry to Filby? I hope you said 
nothing of hearing any thing from me. Heigh! do 
you write by candle-light! naughty, naughty, naughty 
daltah, a hundred times, fop doing so, O, faith, 
DD, I'll take care of myself! The queen is in 
town, and lady Masham's month of lying in is with- 
in two days o( being out. I was at the christening 

• S«e before, in the Journat of Not. 15. N. 

on 
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on Monday. I could not get the child named Robin 
after lord treasurer j it is Samuel, after the father. 
My brother Ormond, sent me some chocolate to day. 
I wish you had share of it : they say it is good for 
me, and Z design to drink some in the morning. Our^ 
sodety meets next Thursday, now the queen is in : 
town ; and lord treasurer assures me, that the society 
for reforming the language shall soon be established. 
I have given away ten shillings to day to servants. 
What a stir is here about your company and visits! 
Charming company, no doubt. Now I keep no 
company, nor have I any desire to keep any. I 
never go to a coffeehouse nor a tavern, nor have 
touched a card since I left Windsor. . I make few 
visits, nor go to levees ; my only debauch is sitting 
late where I dine, if I like the company. I have al- 
most dropped the duchesses of Shrewsbury and Hamil- 
ton, and several others. Lord treasurer, the duke 
of Ormond, and lady Orkney, are all that I see very 
often. O yes, and lady Masham and lord Boling- 
broket and one or two private friends. I make no 
figure but at court, where I affect to turn from a 
lord to the meanest of my acquaintance*, and I 
love to go there on Sundays to see the world. But, 
to say the truth, I am growing weary of it. I dis- 
like a millbn of things in the course of publick af- 
fairs; and if I were to stay here much longer, I am 
sure I should ruin myself with endeavouring to mend 
them. I am every day invited into schemes of doing 
this, but I cannot find any, that will probably suc- 
ceed. It is impossible to save people against their 
own will; and I have been too much engaged in 

• This is perfectly characftristic. N. 

patchwork 



tKktdiwoHt alreAdy. Do you tinderstatid aU this «fufn 
No. Well, tlien, you are now returned to ombna 
ehd the dean, and Christmas ; I ftish you t vety 
hterry one; and pray don't lose your ttKmtff, n&t play 
■Opon ^atl ^ekKs gone. Night, siitah^, it i» kte, 
ni g» to sle^; I don't Mfcep wdl, and Ihftrtfw* 
hever dfire to drink co^e or tea aOer dtitnct:: fem t 
Atn very Meepy in a ihorAing. "this Isthfe" eilfif'teif 

tvine and years, Nig^l, deaita MDi ^ - 

13, Morning. I am 6o very sleej^ th th* iftofti- 
itig, that my man wak^ens m^ sbov6 tien tinM6; ah^ 
how I can tell yoU no heWs ot" this day. (Here is a 
restless dog, crying " Gabbages and savoys," plagues 
hie every ntomihg about this time; he is now at it. 1 
Wish his largigist cabbage were sticking in his throat.) 
I lodge over against the hottte in Little &ider-street, 
Where DD IcdgBd. Don't ytiu t^nwmber, misliEis? 
To night I must see the abbe Gautier, to gH smne 
{rarticillars for my history, ft was he, who Was first 
Employed by France in the overtuifes of ptace, and 
I hat* not had tinie this mfohth to See hitn ; he is b(* 
ji^uppytoo. Lady Orkney has just sent to. ihVite 
hie to dinners she has Aot given me the feed nights 
gown ; besida's, I am come very much off from writ- 
ing ih bed, though I am doing it this ttiitittte; but S 
stay till my fire is burnt Up. My grate is vfefy large; 
two bushels (^ coals in a week; but I save it ih lodg^ 
iiigs. Lord Abercorh is come to London, and he 
will piague ttie, and t can do him no Sefvtee, ■ Tbre 
"Suke of Shrewsbury goes in a day or two 'kfr Frilice, 
Iperhaps to day. We shall have a peace v'ery soon; 
the Dutch are almost wititdy agreed, and if they 
stop, we shall make it without them ; that has been 
resolved, O116 squire Jc»ie*, a ftxjuridreJ in my 



parish, has writ to me, to desire I would engage Joe 
Beaumont to give him his interest for parliament man 
for him. Pray tell Joe this; and'if he designed to 
vote for him already, then he may tell Jones, " that 
I received his letter, and that I writ to Joe to do it.'' 
If Joe be engaged for any other, then he may do what 
he will: and P&rviaol may sky, " he spoke to Joe, 
and Joe is engiged," &c. I received three pair of 
fine thread stockings froffi Joe lately. Pray thank 
him when you see him ; and that I say ** they ar§ 
Veiy fine and good." (I never looked at them yet, 
but tiiat's no miitten) This is i fine day. I am 
turned with coaches and chairs this t*elvep*nny 
weather. I must see my brother &m6nd'at eleven, 
and then the duchess of 'Hamilton,, with tvfiom t 
^ubt I am in disgrace, not' having seen her thes6 ten 
dap. I send this to day, and must ^nish it ndw; 
and perhaps %ome! peo|)le m^ come and hinder me; 
fix it is ten o'clock (but not shaviVig day)'; and t tiius't 
be abroad at eleven. Abb6 Gautier ^fid^ i^e Word I 
I cannot see him to night; p-^'take him'l I don't 
value any thing but one letter he has of ^teciims'd, 
showing the roguery of the Dutch. Ditf "not tV 
" Conduct of the Allies" ffiake you great ]f>611tlcians? 
Faith, I believe, you ' are not quite sd i'|tt6rant 'as I 
thoi^t you. I am glad to hrar yotf 4rdJfc6d so much 
in the country. Does DD evei- fedd to 'you, young 
woman? O, faith, I shalf fihd stlrdhge doiAgs when 
I come home! Here is somebody comihg tha/t 1 must 
see, -that wants a little place; the son' Df cousiji 
Rooke'^ eldest daughter, that died ihatiy years ago. 
He is here. Farewell, -di^st MD, FWyMe, Lele. 
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LETTER LVIt- 

lANDON, DEC. J8, 1712. 

Our society was to meet to dfiy; but lordHarley, 
who was president this, week, oould not attend, being 
gone to Wimbleton with his new brother-in-law, the 
young marquis of Caermarthen, who married lady 
3etty Harl^y on Monday last; and lord treasurer is 
^t Wimbleton top. However, half a dozen of ug 
inet, and I propose our meetings should be once a 
fortnight i for t^twe^n you and me, we do no good. 
|t post me nineteen shillings tp day for my club din- 
ner; I don't like it. We have terrible snowy slob- 
bery weather. JjDT^ Abercorn is come to town, and 
will see me, whether I will or not. You know he 
has a pretence to a dukedom * in France, which duke 
Jlamiitoji was soliciting for; but Abercorn resolves 
to spoil their titl^, if they will not allow him a fourth 
fart; fmd I have advised the duchess to compound 
. with hiin^ and have n^ade the n]inistry of my opinion. 
Night dearest sirrabSrMD.. 

^Q, How agreeable it is in a morning for Pdfr to 
write journals again I It is as natural as mother*s milk, 
now I api got ipto it. Lord treasurer is returned 
from Wimbledon ("tie riot ^bove eig^t miles off) and 
sent for me to dine with him at ^ve ; but I had the 
grace to be aferqad, and dined with souae othen, with 
honest Ben Tooke, by invitation. Tlie duch^s of 
pr^iond pron)ise^ qie her picture, and comipg home 

* pr Chasllehertiult. B, 

to 
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to night, I found her's and the duke's both in my 
chamber. Was not that a pretty civil surprise ? Yes, 
and they are in fine gilded frames too. I am writing 
a letter to thank her ; which I will send to morrow 
morning. I will teli her, " she is such a prude, that, 
ehe will not let so much as her picture be alone in a 
room with a man, unless the duke's be with it;" and 
so forth. We are full of snow, and dabbling. Lady 
Masham has come abroad these three days, and seen 
the queen, I dined with her the other day at her 
sister Hill's. I hope she will remove in a few days 
to her new lodgings at St. James's from Kensington. 
Night dearest rogues, MD. 

20. I Io*lge up two pair of st^rs, have but one 
room, and deny myself to every body almost; yet f 
cannot be quiet; and all my tporninga are lost with 
people, who will not take answers below stairs; such 
as Dilly, and the bishop, and provost, &c. Lady 
Orkn^ invited me to dinner to day, which hindered 
me from dining with lord treasurer. This is his day, 
that his chief friends in the ministry dine with him. 
However, I went there about six, and sat with him 
till past nine, when they all went off; but he kept 
me back, and told me the circumstances of lady 
Betty's match. The young fellow has 6o,OOOl. ready 
money, three great houses furnished, 7O00I. a year 
at present, and about five more after his father and 
iflotheF die. I think lady Betty's portion is not above 
SOOOl, I remember Tisdall writ to me in somebody's 
letter, or you did it for him, that I should mention 
him on ocKasion to lord Anglesey, with whom, he 
said, he had some little acquaintance. Lord Angle- 
gey was with me to night at lord treasurer's; and 
then I asked him about Tisdall, and described him. 

He 
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He mi, " hb AeVer teW htm, but that he bad sent 
him his book." See what it is to be a puppy I Pny 
tdl Mr. Walls, " thiU lord Anglesey thanked me 6x 
Tecommendidg Clements to him ; that he says, hd is 
20,0001. th6 better for knowing CleinentB." But 
pray don't let Qements go and write a letter of 
thanks, and tell my lord, " that he hears so and so*" 
&c Why, it is but like an JHth, understanding to 
do so. Sad weather j two shillings in coaches to day, 
and yet I am dirty. I am now going to read ov6r 
something, and correct it*. So, night. 

a 1 . Puppies have got a new way of plaguing tne. 
I find letters directed for me at lord treasurer's sOme- 
times with mclosed ones to him, and sometime with 
prefects, and sometimes with Ubds. I usually keep 
them three or four days without opening. I was at 
court to day, as I always am on Sundays, instead of 
B coffeehouse, to see my acquaintance. This day 
ae'nnight, after I had been talking at court with sir 
.William Wyndham, the Spanish ambassador came to 
him, and said, " he heard that was Dr. Svih ;" and 
xiesired him to tell me, '' that his master, and the 
king of France, and the quee»> viere more obliged 
to me than any man in Europe;" so We boWed, and 
shook hands, &c. I took it very well of him. I 
dined with lord treasurer, and must i^in to morrow, 
though i had rather not (as DD tays) ; but now the 
queen is in town, he does not keep me so late^ I have 
not had time to see Fanny Manley since she came; 
but intend it one of these days. Her uncl&. Jack 

* Mciphew publishen], on the 27(Iij " The ParUameU of 
Birdsj" aiKl " A Jj«ter to iha Marquis de **•*, concerning a 
bookj intiiulcd, " Tlie Sighj of Europe." N, 



lof^Ic^,' I £i^3n,'i!sntiatdiid>a ntcntii,' which will be 
a g:reat lote to her/atiiflit- hi Iralafid, for^ I bdieve Ik is 
one of hifi chief 3U[:fcb!tsi !CMr pea^ ilow wtUsopa 
-be 4ete:^rmned ^ ;for ioid Boiiflgbroke tells me this 
©lOrhing, thM (bar pibvSaods of HoUand have ccwn- 
ptied with the qubetej/ahd v/k e^iect the rest will do 
«e> itam^diatfeiyw' tH^t, MD. 

at; Lord keeper promised hie yesterday the firel 
eonveflient livjiig topTOrM^Oery*, wKoisinar'- 
ried) and wants sbme addittoii to iwhat he hak Ht 
is a veiy worthy ci^^tatie. . I had a tettei' sime vKeks 
ago (roTd Elwick/ ivriio married Betty Geiy.: it 
«eems the poor wO[iMn> ^^ sotne time laA sammer. 
Btwick grows rich, and fiunchaaes luids. I dined 
with ltn<d treasaret to day, vhb has i»igaged me to 
icbme again to mor-rbw. X -gavd lord fiolingbroke a 
poem of Pameirs. I tnade Kimell iDsert some com>- 
pHinentfi in it to .^is lordship; He is extremely 
pieced wiih it) and tead tome ^tts o£ it to day to 
k)t^ treasurer, who -1$k£d tt aft much. And indeed 
he outdora all ouf poets here a bat'fe kngth. Lord 
Bolitigbrdce has ordered me to bring him tb -dinner 
on Christmas day, and I made liard treasaTer promise 
to 4tft him ; and it may one day do Parti^ a kindness, 
yott know Parfteli. i believe I have told yoii of that 
poem. Night, dfearMD. 

23. This morning I pt^esenteJ one Diaper^, a 
poet, to lord Bolingbroke, with a new poem J, whrcii 

• Mr. Ge*ji reclor of Letcotnbe, in Berks, to whose liouse 
Dr. Swift retired about Icd weeks before queen Anm's ^eath, an 
«cca»ion of the incurable breach between the earl of Oitford and 
loPd «iscount Bofiiigbroke. B. 

+ Author of the " Sea Eclogues," mentioned before, II. 

J " Dry.i4ts, ot tbe Nymph's Trftphecy, \71i,* folio. B. 
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is a very good one; and I am to ^ve him a sum of 
money from my lord; and I have contrived to make 
a parson of him, for he is half one already, being in 
deacon's orders, and serves a small cure in the coun- 
try ; but has a sword at his tail here in town. It is a 
poor, little, short wretch, but will do best in a gown, 
and we wilt make lord keeper ^ve him a living. Lord 
Bolingbroke writ to lord treasurer to excuse me to 
day; so I dined with the former and Monteleon, the 
Spanish ambassador, who made me many compli- 
ments. I staid till nine, and now it is past ten, and 
my man has locked me up, and I have just called to 
mind that I shall be in disgrace with Tom Leigh. 
That coxcomb has got into acqufuntance with one 
Eckershall, clerk of the kitchen to the queen, who 
was civil to him at Windsor on my account ; for I 
had done some service to Eckershall. Leigh teases 
me to pass an evening at his lodgings with Eckershall. 
I put it off several times, but was forced at last to 
promise I would come to night; and it ne\'er was 
in my head till I was locked up, and I have called and 
called, but my man is gone to bed ; so I will write 
an excuse to morrow. I detest that Tom Leigh, and 
am as formal to him as I can when I happen to meet 
him in the park. The rogue frets me if he knew it. 
He asked me, " Why I did not wait on the bisht^ 
of Dromore*?" I answered, *' I had not the honour 
to be acquainted with him, and would not presume," 
&c. He takes me seriously; and says, " The bishop 
is no proud man," &c. He tells me of a judge in 
Ireland, that has done ill things. I ask, ** Why he 
is not out?" Says he, " I thin"k the bishops, and 



' Dr. Tobias Pulleii, 1635—1713, 
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yoa, and I, and the rest of the clergy, should meet 
and consult about it." I beg his pardon and say, " I 
cannot be serviceable that way." He answers, *' Yes, 
every body may help something." — Don't you see 
how curiously he continues to vex me ; for the dog 
knows, that wHth half a word I could do more than 
all of them together. But he only does it from 
the pride and envy of his own heart, and not out of 
a humorous design of teasing. He is one of liiose 
that would rather a service should not be done, than 
done by a private man, and -of his own country. You 
take all this; don't you. Night, sirrahsl I mil go 
to sle^. 

24. I dined to day with the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer*, in order to look over some of my papers, 
but nothing was done. I have been also mediating 
between the Hamilton ftmily.and lord Abevcom, to 
have them conlpound with hiih; and I believe they 
will do it. Lord Selkirk, the late duke's brother, is 
to be in town, in order to go to France, to make the 
demands; and the ministry are of opinion, they will 
get some satisfaction, and they empowered me to ad- 
vise the Hamilton side to agree with Abercorn, who 
asks a fourth part, and will go to France and spoil all 
if they don't yield it. Night, sirrahs. 

0,5. I carried Parnell to dine at lord Bolingbroke's, 
and he behaved himself very well; and lord Boling- 
broke is mightily pleased with him. I was at St. 
James's chapel by eight this morning; and church 
and sacrament were .done by ten. The queen has 
^t the gout in her hand, and did not come to church 
to day; andlstald so long in my chamber, that I missed 

• Robert Benson, e^q, B. 

going 
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going to court. Did I t'eU yon, {bdt.^ (pieen de- 
ligns to have a drawingrcxun and compuijr every day} 
Night, dear rc^^m. 

26. I was to wish the doke of Ormorid d ban>y 
Christmas, and ^ve half a crown to his poctt?. It 
will cost me' a dozen half crowhii aioidng such 
fellows. I &ned with brd treasurer, who chid me 
Tor beii^ absent three days. Mighty kind, with > 
p— ; Ifesa of cin^ty, aiid moeeof interest! We 
heai! Macartney i^ is gone over to Ireland. Was it 
not coiTiical for a gaitleo^ni tq be aot upon, by high" 
waymen, tod to tell them ha-vasMatxtT^iag? Ujxm 
which they brought him to a justice of peace, in 
hopea of a reward, and 'the rogues were sent to gaol. 
.Was it not great preseni^ of nund? £ut may be 
yoxt beard of this already; for .there was a, GrubrStraet 
of it Lord fiolinghroke toU mc^ '* I jnust vaXk. 
away to day: when diniier was dtme, because lard 
treasurer, arid he, and'soaother were to enter upon 
hiisinesBj but I said, '^ it was as fit I ^mhiM know 
their business as any body, &r I was to justify." So 
the rest went, and I atdd, an^ it was so important, 
I was Gke to sleep over it. 1 left thsm at nine, and it 
is now twelve. Night, MD. 

27. I dined to day with general Hill, governor of 
Dunkirk* Lady Masham and Mrs Hilt, his two 
sisters, were of th€ company, and there have I been 
sitting this Evening till eleven, looking over others at 
pky; for I h^ve left off loving play myself; and I 
think' Ppt is' now a great gamester. I have a great 
cold on me, not quite at ita height. I have thtap 

* Macartney was lord Mubun's second, in the duel between 
him and duke Hamilion, and fied od that oceasioo. H, 

seldom, 
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wldDtD; aod'th^^re gugl^t to be pstiw*. I met 
Mr., AddiSQi) vkI pastoral Philips on 4he fnall t9 d^y, 
«)fL took « turn with tfeern i but they, bath IpoM 
terribly dry wd ceW. A curse of psrty ! And dQ 
you knpw j trnvc taken more pain* to recommend the^ 
■ whig wit* to the &vour and mercy of the mmiaters, 
than any plh^.poQple. 3te0l« I h^ve kept in his 
pUc^. Cpngreve I have got to b^ tieed kindly, and 
Mcured. Rowe I have recommended, and got a pro. 
mis? of a plac@. Philips I fhoyld certainly bjiy^ pto* 
vided for if he had not run party mad, and m^de nut 
withdraw v(iy regommendationB ; and, I wt Addison, 
60 right at first, that he might have been wiployed, 
and h^ve partly secured him the pkce he has ; yet I 
am worse used by that faction than any man. Wdl» 
go t<> cards, anrah Ppt, aQd dress the wine and 
pnuige, BJrrah Me*, and I'll go sleq*. It is late. 
JJJight, MD. 

as, My cold is so bad, that I could not go to 
church to day, nor to coqrt ; but I was engaged to 
lord Orlmey's, with the duke of Ormond, at dinnw ; 
and ventnred, because I could cough and spit there 
as I tressed. Ilie duke and lord Arran left us, and 
I have b^n setting every since (vjth lord and lady 
Orkney till past eleven ; and my cold is worse, and 
makes me giddy. I hope it is only my cold, O, 
says Ppt, every body is giddy with a cold; I hope it 
is no more ! But Fll go to bed, for the fellow has 
bawled past twelve. Night, dears. 

39. I got out early to day, and scaped all my duns. 
I went to see lewd Bolingbroke about some business, 
and truly he was gone out too. I dined in the city, 

* Her< Me plainly means Dingltj'. N. 

upon 
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upon the broiled leg of a goose, and a bit of baconj 
with my printer. Did I tell you that I forbear ppint- 
ing what I have in hand, till the court decides some- 
thing about me ? I will contract no more enemies, 
. at least I wilt not tmbitter worse those I have al- 
ready, till I have got under shelter ; and the minis^ 
ters know my resolutiwi, so that you may be dis- 
appointed in seeing this thing as soon as you ex- 
pected. I hear lord treasurer is out of order. My 
cold is very bad. Every body has one. Night, deaf 
rogoes. 

30. I suppose this will be full by Saturday. Duke 
of Ormond, lord Arran, and I, di,ned privately today 
at an old servant's house of his. The council made 
us part at six* One Mrs. Ramsay dined with us ; 
an old lady of about iSfty-five, that we are all very 
fond of. I called this evening at lord treasure's, 
and sat with him two hours. He has -been cupped 
for a cold, and has been very ill.- He cannot cKne 
with Pamell and me at lord Bolingbroke's to mor* 
row ; but says he will see Pamell some other time. 
I hoise up Pamell, partly to spite the envious Irish 
folks here, particularly Tom Leigh. I saw the 
bishop of Clogber's family to day ; miss is mighty ill 
of a cold, and coughs incessantly. Night, MD. 

31 . To day Pamell and I dined with lord Boliog- 
broke, to correct Parnell's poem. I made him show 
all the places he disliked ; and when Famelt has 
corrected it fully, he shall print it. I went this even- 
ing to sit with lord treasurer. He is better, and will 
be out in a day or two. I sat with him while the 
yoimg folks went to supper ; and then went down, 
and there were the young folks merry together, hav- 
ing turned lady Oxford up to my lord, and I staid 

with 
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Wifli them till twelve. There was the young couple, 
lord and laBy Gaermarthen, and lord and lady Ddp- 
plin, and ford Harley and I : and the old fbtts were 
together above. It looked like what I have for- 
HierJy- done so often ; stealing tt^tber from the old 
folks, though intked it was not from poor lord trea- 
surer, who is aA young a fellow as any of us :' but 
lady Oxford is a silly mere old woman. My cold ia 
still 30 hadj'that I have hot the least smelling. I tiai 
just g0t home, and 'tis past tw^ve: 'and Til go to- 
bed, and settle my head, heavy as lead. Night, 

' Jan. 1 . A great many liew years to dearest little 
MD. Pray God Almighty bless you, and seiid you 
ever hapjr^ 1 I foigot to tell you, that yesterday lord 
Abercom was here, teasing me about his I^-ench 
duchy, and suspecting my partiality to the Hamilton 
£mitly, in such a whimsical manner, that Dr. Pratt, 
who "waa by, thought he was' road.' He was no 
iooner'gone, but Idrd Oritiieyselffl-trfkhoWj whe- 
ther' he- mig^t come aiid jsit ^it^-^ half -an hour 
upon somehusinesa.' I returned ^^er-that I-wotild 
Wwt on him ; which I did. We discoursed a^vhile, 
and he' left me withlady Orkney ; and-in came the 
earl of Selkirk, whom I had never seen before. -He 
is another brother of duke Hamiltohi and is going 
to France, by.a power from his mother, the. old dti- 
chess, - tb -negotiate their pretensions to the duchy of 
Chfttteliherauld, He teased me;for t*o hours in" 
spite: <tf my teethi and held my hand when I' offered 
tQStir; would have had me engage the ministry to 
favour him against lord Abercom, and to conviftce 
them -thtrt;- lord Abercom had iio pretensions * and 

• VOL, XV, A A deared 
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desired I would also convkice lord ^jaconi fai^seU 
So ; and concluded, be was scwry I was a getter 
&iend to Abereom than Hamilton. I bad do pa- 
tienoe> and used bira with sotne plainness. Am oot- 
I purely handled between a couple of puppies ? Ay^i 
says Ppt, you must be meddling m other folks a£- 
fyirs ! I appeal, to the bishop of Clogher whether 
Abercom did not complain, " that I would not let 
^im see me last year, and that he Mfqie be would 
take no denial from my eervant vl}en he came ^m" 
The minister? gave me leave, to. tell the Hamiltoa 
family, " it was their opinion, that they oug^t to 
agree with Abercoro." Lord Apgles^y was then by, 
4nd told Abercom; upon which he gravdy tells, m^, 
** I was commissioned by thp miruefeers,; aod qught 
to perform my commission," &c. But I'U bave done 
with them. X have, warned Icu^il treasurer and lord 
Bolingbroke t^ beware of Selkirk's: ^IfBsmga ^anaa 
him ! yet Abetforn vexes n^ niore. The wh^ owe$ 
to me all ti)e ,^^ reo^tiqns 'he, has had from the 
ministry. I]diae4 to day at- Iqifd treasurer's, with 
the young Mk^^ sfti sate with lord treasurer tUl nin^ 
and then was foroed to lady Maeham's, and sate there 
till twelve^ talking of ^f&irs, 'til} I am out of ho- 
mour, as every one must, tha^ kup^ them .inward-< 
ly. A thousand things wrong, most of th^qf c^ay to 
mepd } yet our scfaemfs avMling at \xst but little, 
^nd so^ietimes nothit^ at all. One evil, which I, 
twice patdied i^ with the h^zaFd of ;all the credit % 
i^wif is now spread more than ever. But, bum poli- 
tics,' and send ipe from paurtf aad ^linktera ! Night, 
4earest little MD. 
2. I sauntered about this moroii^ and west with 
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Dr. FraR to a picture auction, where I had like to 
be drawn ia to buy a picture that I was fond of; 
but, it seems, was good for nothing. Pratt was- there, 
to buy some pictures for the bishop of Clogher, who 
resolves to lay out, ten pounds to furnish his house 
flrith curious pieces. We dined with the bishc^, I 
being by chance disengaged. And this evemng I 
sate wdtb the bi^op of Oasory, * who is hd^ tip with 
the gout. The French Amb^sadoTi duke d'Auraont, 
cam6 to town to night ; and the rabble .txiAducted him 
home irilh shouts. I cadnot snfieU yet; though my 
cold be^QB .to break. It oontictues cruel hard frosty. 
weather. Go and be merry, little sin^hs. 

3. Lord Dupplin,and 2 wait with Idrd;andlady 
Orkney this morning at ten to Wimbledon, six miles 
off, to sde lord and lady Caermarthen. It is much 
the finest place about this town. Did you never see 
it? I was once there befoEe, about five years ago. 
You know lady Caermarthen is lord treasurer's 
daughter, married about three weeks ago. I hope 
the young fellow will be a good Jiusband. I must 
send this away now. I came back just by night fall, 
cruel cold weather. I'll take my leave. I forget how 
MD's accounts are. Pfay Jet me know always timely 
before MD wants ; and pray give the. bill on the 
other side to Mrs. Brent as usual. I bi^lteve I have 
not paid her this great while. Go, play at cards. Love 
Pdfr. Night, MD, TW, Me Lele. The six odd 
shillings, tell Mrs. Brerit,areibr heinew.year'sgift. 
I am just now told, that poor dear lady Ashbuni- 
ham, the duke of Ormond's daughter, died yesterday 
at her country house. The poor creature was with 

* Dr..?ohn Hartatonge,'l693, ofDerry 17+1-16, N. 

A 2 child. 

n,<j,.7=^-h,Gl.H)'.^lc 



asO ' ftWlPx's JOUENAt TO ititLLA^ 

child. She was my greatest favmuite, and I am i^' 
excessive concern for her lo^. I hardly knew a more 
valuable person on all accounts. You must hove 
heard me talk of her. I am afraid to see the duke 
and duchess. She was naturally v&ry healthy ; I fear 
she has been thrown away for want of care. Pray 
condole with me. Tis extremely mo™ig •< * Her 
lord is a puppy ; and I shall never thiiik it wortii my 
while to be troubled wkh him, now he has lost all 
that was vdhoable in his possession ; yet I thttdc he 
used her pretty well. I hate, life, when I think it 
exposed to such accidents; and to see so many thou- 
sand wretches burdening the earth, while such as 
ber die, makes me think God never did intend life 
for a^lessing. FareweU. 



LETTER LVIII. 

tONDON, JAN. 4, 17lt3-i3. 

X. ENDED my last with the melancholy news of poor 
Tady Ashbumham's death. The bishop of Ctogher 
and Dr. Pratt made me-ditie with them to day at 
lord Moantjoy's, pursuant to an engagement, which 
I liad forgot. Lady Moontjoy told me, ** that Ma- 

* Fron} tliese exprestJons, and thoa»k«fUes)D the sccountof 
tBe duchess of Hamilloii's affliction on the d«th of ber husbun^) 
Swift appean to have had a strong tyrqputhy iii the distress of 
others ; which he has generally, even b;r his advocates^ beea sup- 
posed to want. H. 
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iCartoey was got safe out of our clutches, for she had 
spoke with one who had a letter from him from Hol- 
Jand." Others say the same . thing. As I left lord , 
Mountjoy's, I saw Uie daks d'Aumcmt, the Frenclj 
' ;imbassadi»-, going from lord BolingbrokeX where he 
dinedj to have a private audience of the queen. I 
followed, and went up to court, where ther^ was a 
great crowd. I was talking with the duke of Argyle, 
by the fireside in the bedchamber, when the ambas- 
sador came out from the qiieen. Argyle presented 
me to him, and lord fiolifigbroke and we talked to- 
gether awhile. He is a ikie gentlemen, something 
like the duke of Ormond, and just such an expensive 
man. After diurch to day, I showed the bishc^ of 
Clogher, at court, who was who. Night, my two 
dear rogues. 

5. Our frost is broke, but it is bloody cold. Lord 
treasurer is recovered, and went out this evening to 
the queen. I dined with lady Oxford, and then sate 
with lord treasurer till he went out. He gave me a 
letter from an unknown hand, relating to Dr. Brown, • 
bishop of Cork, recommending him to a better bi- 
shoprick, as a person who opposed lord Wharton' 
and was made a bishop on that account, celebrating 
him for a great politician, &c. In short all directly 
contrary to his character, which I made bold to eX' 
plain What dogs there are in the world I I vmi to 
see the poor duke and duchess of Ormond this morpi- 
ing. The duke was in his public room, with Mr. 
Southwell and two mpre gentlemen. When South- 
well and I were alone with him, he talked something 
9f lord Ashburnham, tliM; he was afr^d the whigs^ 
would get him agun. He bore up as well as h^ 
could, l>ut.ipmethiiig.&lling acddentally in discourse, 

the 
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the tears were just falling out pf his eyes, and I 
looked off to give him an oj^rtunity (vhich hetoi^) 
of wiping them with his h'an^erc^ef. I pevpr saw 
any thing so moving, nor sudi 4 iiii?tu|e of greats 
ness of mind, and tenderness apddiscr^on. flight, 
dearest MD. 

6. Lord Bolingbroke, and Pamdl, and I diped, 
by invitation, w^ my friend Dartineuf f , whom yptl 
have heard me talk of. Xxird Bolingbroke tikeff 
Rimell mightily ; and it is pleasant to see, that one 
who hardly passed for any thing in Ireland makeff 
his way hei^ with a little friendly forwardtog. It i$ 
scurvy rainy w^b^, and J hav^ hardly been abroad 
to day, nor know any tbipg tliat passes. Lord trea- 
surer is quite Fecovered, and I hq)e will take care tq 
keep himself well. The duchess of Marlborough ig 
leaving England, to go to her duke, and makes pre- 
sents of rings to several friends, they say worth twq 
hundred pounds ajneoe. I am sure she ought tq 
give me ope, though the duke pretended to think 
me his greatest enemy, and got people to tell me so, 
and very mildly to let' me know how gladly he would 
have me softened toward him. I bid a lady of bis 
acquaintance and mine let him kno^v^ V that I had 
hindered many a bitter thing against hiin ; not for 
his own sake^ but because \ thought it looked base; 
and I desired every thing should he left him, exc^ 
power," Night, MI). 

f, i dined with lord and lady Masham to day, aiK{ 

* This genlleinan, whose name was spelt Dartiqvencnt, ii 
menlioned, on account uf his taste for goud eating, by Mr, Pope, 
in bis imitation of the lecond Epistle of the s«:ond Book of 
llorace, \tr. 8/. 

" When Oiafield l(OKs Whtt Dtflweuf deteMi,'.; B, 

this 
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fliis evening played at ombre with Mrs. Vanhomrighi 
merely for amuseraent TTie ministers have got my 
papers, and will neither read them, nor give them to , 
me ; and I can hardly do any tiling. Very warm 
slabby weather, but I made a shift to get a walk ; 
yet I Lost half of it, by shying off lord Boebester*, 
who iit a good, eivil, simple man. The bishc^ of 
Ossory -f- will nbt he bishop of Hereford, to the great 
grief of himself and his wife. And what is MD do- 
ing now, I wonder i Flaying at cards with the dean 
and Mrs, Walls ? I think ft is not oert^n yet that 
Macartney is escaped. X am placed with bad au- 
thors, yerse and prose, who send me their books and 
poems, the vilest trash I ever saw ; but I have g^en 
thdr names to my man, never to let them see me. I 
have got we^ ink, and it is veiy white X • and I don't 
^ee that it turns blade at all, I'll go to sleep ; it id 
past twelve. Night, MD. 

8. You must understand that I am in my geers, 
and have ^ got a chocolate-pot, a present from Mrs. 
Ash of Ctegher, and some chocolate from my brother 
Ormond, and I treat folks sometimes, I dined with 
lord treasurer at five o'clock to day, and was by 
while he and lord BoHngbroke were at business ; for 
it is fit I should know all that passes now, becanse'j 
Jcci llje duke of Ormond employed me to speak 
to lord treasurer to day about an affair, and I did ' so ; 
and the duke spoke himself two hours before ; whicK 

* Hetay [Hyde, son of {.aurence, kail of RocEiMter, youagM- 
COD of the lord chuicellor Clarendon. This Hejiry -su^ceeijad tp 
the titio of earl of Clarendon, March 31, 1723, on, the death of 
j:dwarij, the third earl of Clarendon. B. ' 

t Dr. John Hartstonge. Sec t». 955. H-' ■ ' '" ' ' ' 
. J It ttlU TemaiBS sch' H, iC v r- ■ •';;." I>:;s .! - .! 
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vexed me, 9nd I will chide the diike about it. Til 
tell you 9 good thing ; there is not one of the minis-t 
try but what will employ me, as gravely tp speak, ibr 
them tp lord treasurer, as if I ware thoir bmther or 
htfif and I do it as gravely: though I know they da> 
it only because they will not make themselves uneasy^ 
or had rather I should be denied than they. J believe 
our peace will not be fipidied tbeae two months ; foo 
I think, we must hav^ a return from Spain by. a mes- 
finger, who will not gp till Sunday n^\. Jjort} 
tre^uwr has invited me to dige vitli him again to 
morrow. , ypor commisuonec^ Keatley, if to bQ 
there. Night, dear little MD. 

g. Dr. I^tt drank chocokte with me this mom-; 
ing, and th^n we walked. I was yesterday with him 
to see lady Betty B.ltler grieving for her sister Asb- 
bumbam. Tbejad^ wa^ in bed in form, and sha 
did so cant, she made me sick. I meet Tom La^ 
pfvy day in the park, to preserve his health. He is 
as rud4y as a rose, apd tells me his bi^opof Dromore 
recovers very qiuch. lliat bishop has been very 
jiear dying- To day's Examiner t^ks of the play of 
" What is it lik,e ?" and you will ihjnk it to be mine, 
vv) be bit ; {ajrl have no Ijand in these papers at sH. 
] dined, with lord treasurer, apd shall again to morrow, 
whidi is his day when all the ministers dine with 
him. H^ (^If it ifhipping day- It is alvays on Ssr- 
pit^f and we ^ indeed u^ully rally him about his 
ftults on that day. I was of the originid club, 
when only poor lord Rivers, lord keepei-, and; lord 
Bdingbrdte came; but now Ormond, Anglesey, lord 
steward, l^lmouth, and other rabble intrude, and 
J scdd at it ; bj}t nov t^Py pret^ a4 good a title 
as J; and indeed many Saturdays I am not there. 
:.'.'■■"'■■■""■■ '.; The 
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The company being too many, I don't love it, 
Night, MD. 

10. At seven this evening, as. we sate after dinnee 
at lord treasurer's, a servant said, lord FeterbcH^ow 
was at the door. Lord treasurer and lord Boling- 
broke went oat to tne^ him, and brought him in. 
He was just returned from abroad, where he has beoi 
abova a yem-. Soon as he saw me, h^ left the duko 
of Ormond and other lords, and r^n and kissed mft 
before he spoke to them*; but idiid roe terribly for 
not writing to him,' which I nwer did this last time 
he was abroad, not knowing where he was ; and he 
changed plaees so often, it was impossible a letter 
fbould overtake him. He left England with a bruis^ 
by his coach overturning, that made him spit blood, 
and was so ill, we expected eveiy pp$t if> hear of his 
death ; but he outrode it, or outdrank it, qf somor 
thing, and is come home lustier than ever. H^ is 
at least sixty, and has more spirits than any young 
fellow I know of England. He has got the old Ox- 
ford regiment of horse, and I believe will have . a 
garter, I love the hang-dog dearly. Nigh^ dear 

11. The court was crammed to day, to see the 
JFrench ambassador ; but he did not come. Did I 
never tell you, tiiat I go to court on Sundays as to a 
cofibpbduse, to see acquaintance, whpm I should not 
otherwise see twice a year? Ihe provost and I dine 
with- Ned Southwell, by appointmept, in order tQ 
settle your kingdom, if my scheme can be folloyved; 
hot Idoubt our ministiy will be top tedious. Yqu 

t The Dean hai addrened sotne ytn^ to him in tlif yeai 1J06. 
geetheminTol. XVI. p. 61. If. 
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must certainly have a nevr parliament; but tbey voclj 
have that a secret yet. Our parliament here will be 
prorogued for three weeks. Those puppies the Dutch 
will not yet come in, though they pretend to submit 
to the queen in every thing s but they would fisn try 
first how our setsitxi begins, in hopes to embiDil us 
in the house of lorda : and if my advice had been 
taken, the session should have b^un, and we w»uld 
have trusted the parliament to approve the steps al- 
ready made toward the peace, and had an address 
perhaps from them tocondude without the Dutch, if 
they would not agree. Others are of my mint^ but 
it is not reckoned so safe, it aarans ; yet J doubt wbe- 
^r the peace will be ready so soon as three wedu» 
but that is a secret. Night, MD. 

13. Pratt and I walked into the city to one Bate* 
man's, a &mous bookseller for old books. Itiere* I 
laid out four pounds like a fool, and we dined at a 
hedge, alehouse, for two killings and two pence, like 
Emperors. Let me see, I bought Plutarch, two vo- 
lumes, for thirty shillings, &c Well, 111 tell you 
no more; you don't understand Greek. We have 
no news, and I have nothing more to say to day, 
and I can't finish my work, lliese mintsta^ will not 
(ind time to do vrtiat J would have them, So nigh^ 
own dear dallars. 

13. 1 was to have dined to day with lord keeper} 
but would not, because that brute sir John Walter 
was to be erne of the company. You may remember 
he railed at me last summer was twelvemonth at 
Windsor, and has never begged my pardon, though 
he promised to tb it; and lord Manse!, who vras 
pne of the cwnpany, would certainly have set us to- 
gether by the ears, out of pure roguish mischief. 
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So I (fined with karf treasuTei*, where there was none 
but lord BoHngbrole. I staid till eight, and thea 
went to lady Oritney's, who has been sick, and sate 
with her till twelve. The parliament was prorogued 
to day, as I told you, for three weeks. Our weather 
is very bad, and slobbery, and I shall spoil my new 
hat (I have bought a new hat) orcmptyinypoctete. 
Does Hawkshaw pay the interest he owes? ]liont 
Abercom plagues me to death. I have now not 
above six people to provide fcr, and about as many 
to do good offices to; and thrice as many that I wiU 
fJo nothing fcr ; npr caw I if J would. Night, dear 
MD. 

14. To day I took the circle of morning visits, { 
went to the ^uchess of Onnond, and there was she, 
and lady Betty, and lord Ashbumham together: this 
was the first time the mother and daughter saw each 
pther since lady Ashburnham's death. They were 
both in tears, and I chid them for bang together, 
and made lady Retty go to her own chamber ; thei» 
sate a while with the dnchess, and went after lady 
Betty, and all was well. There is something of &rce 
in fJl these nwumings, let them be ever so serious. 
People wiU pretend to grieve more Uian they really 
do, and that takes off from their true grief. I then 
went to the dudiess of IJamilton, who never grieved*, 
but raged, and stormed, and rwled. She is pretty 
quiet now, but has a diabolical temper. Lord keeper 
and his spn, and their two ladies, and J, dined to 
day ^th Mr. Csesar, treasurer o( the navy, at his 

* Th« Etean expresses different sentimeots of this My in a 
preceding letter, p. 330 ; but it is probable be liad then ver; 
little acquaiutuce witb bcr. B. 
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house in the dty, where he keepB bis office. We 
happened to Ulk. of Brutut, and I said something in 
his praise, vvhen it struck me imroediatelyj that I had 
made a bl under in doing so ; and therefore I recoUect- 
■ cd m^f, and ^id, " Mr. Cirsar, I beg your par- 
don" : So we laughed, &c. Nightj my own dearest 
. ijtde rogues, MD. 

i5. I foigot to tell you, that last aight I had a 
ptesuit sent me (I found it vhta I came home in my 
chamber) of Ihe finest wild fowl I ever saw, with 
.tbe vilest letter, and from the vilest poet in the 
' world, who sent it me as. a bribe tp get him ^n em- 
ployment. I knew. not where the scoundrel live^, 
so I could not send them back ; and therefore I gave 
them away as freely as 1 got them, and have ordered 
;niy man' never to let up the poet when he comes. 
.The rogue should liave k£pt the wings at least for his 
Muse. One of his fowls was a large cApon pheasant, 
as fiit as a piiltet. I ate sharel of it to day with ? 
friend. We have now a drawing-room every Wcdr 
nesday, Thursday, and Saturday, at one o'clock. 
The queen does not come out ; hut all her ministers, 
.foreigners, and persons of quality, are at it. I was 
there to day; and as lord treasurer came toward me, 
I avoided hirp, and he hunted m^ ttiri(¥ ^bout the 
room. I affect liev^r to take notice of him at churdi 
or court. He knows it, for I have to!4 him so ; and 
to night, at lord Ma&ham's, he g^ve an account of 
it to the company; but my rpiSon$ »re, that peofie 
£eeing me^ieak to him^ causes ^ gre^t deal of'te^Sr 
ing. I tell you what comes into my head, that I 
never knew whether you were whigs or tones, and I 
v^ue our conversation .the mcn^, that it never turned 
pn that subject. J havea fancy that X^t is^ tory, 

9nd 
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Aisd 'a irfgid one. I don't kiibw why ; but methiftka 
she looks like one^ and T)T> & sort of a trimmer. Am 
I right ? I gave the *' Examiner'' a hint about this 
prorogation, arid to praise the queeii for her "tender- 
Hess to the Diitch, in giving them'still more time to 
tubmit- It £ttfoi:the oocasioiis at {^resent. ' Night,' 
MD. - ■' ■ 

iC. I was busy to day at the secretary's office, and- 
Staid till past th^. "fhe dote of 6rm(ind' and I 
were to. dine at k)rd Orkney's. ' Tlie dukd was at the 
committee, sal'thoitgHt alt was safe. When I went 
there, they liad almost djtied ; for the duke had sent 
to excuse himself, which I never knew. I came 
home at seven, and b^n a little whim, which just 
came into vty heaij, and -Will < make a'thf^penhy 
pamphlet. It ^hall be iini^ed'and out in a week; 
and if it sucoeeds, you bhallknow what it is ; other^ 
wise not. ' I ;cannot send 'tbi» to morrow, and will put 
it off till ndct'Satun^y, -bet^OseLt have much bust' 
ness. So my journals shall be short, arid Fpt musfe- 
have patienc6. 

17. Ihis rogue Paraelihas not 'yet corrected hi* 
poem, and 1 wOuld fein have it but.' I dined to day 
with lord treasurer, ahd- his 'Saturday's company, 
nine of us in all. They went away at seven, and 
lord treasurer arid. I sate talking aii hour 'after.' After 
dinner, he was talking to the'lortls about the speech 
the queen must make when ttie -parliament meets. 
He asked ine how I would make'it? I was going to 
be serious,- because it was aeribusly put; but I tui'ried 
it to a'jest. ' And becauSe'the/had been speaking of 
the duchess of Mariborough gbing to Flanders after 
the duke, I said, the speech should begin thus: 
" My Lords and Gentlemenj In order to my own 

quiet, 
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^et, and that of my sul^ects, I have thought £tto 
send the duchess of Marlborough alvoad, after thft 
duke.** This took ^vell, and turned oS* the discourse. 
I must tell you, I do not at all like the }»eseot si- 
tuation of affiurSj and remonber I tdl you so. 
Hiings. most be oa another foot, ot we are all on- 
done, i hate this driving always to an inch. Nlg^ 
MD. 

18. We had a sn^ty full oourt to day. Dilly 
ms with me at, the French church, and edifiet} 
mightily. Doke c^ OrmtHid and I dined st lord 
Orkney's; but I left thebt at s^en, ^d came home 
to my whim. I have made a gr&st ^gmgrm. My 
\argp treatise* stands «tock still. Some.thic^ tttoo 
dangerous to publisb, and would hafe rae priat only 
what relates to the peace. I eamiot teU what i shaU 
do. The bishop c^Drofitore is dying. TheyOiought 
yesterday he could not live: two hoius : yet he is still 
alive, but is utterly past all hc^es. ' Go to cards. 
Night, dearMD. 

19. I was this morning to see the duke and duchess 
of Ormond. Hie duke d'Aumont came in while I 
was with the duke of Ormond, and we complimented 
eadi other like dragons. A'poor fellow called at the 
door where I lodge, with a parcel o( oranges for a 
fvesent for me. I bid niy man learn what his uame 
was, and whence it came. He sent wwjd his name 
was Bud, and that I knew him Tery well, I bid my 
man tell him I was busy, and he could not speak, to 
ioe ; and not to let him leave his oranges. I know 
no more of it, but I am sure I never heard the 
name, uid I diall take no such presents from. Strang-^ 

* His Hktory of the Pe«c« of Utrecht. B, , 
» ers. 



ffS. Perhaps he might he only scune b^^r, wh9 
wanted a Uttle money. Ferb^ it might be aome- 
thing worse. Let them k^p their poison for their 
rats. I don't love it. That blot* is a blun4er. 
Night, dear MD. 

20. A committee of our society dined to day with 
the chancellor <^ the exchequer. Oar society doe» 
not meet now as usual, for which I am blamed; but 
till lord treasurer will agree to give us money and 
employments to bestow, I am averse to it ; and he 
gives us nothing hot promises. Bishop.of DromoF^ 
is still alive, and that is aU. We expect every day he 
will die, and then Tom Ldgh must go tj^pk; which 
is one good diing to the town. . I believe Pratt will 
drive at one of these bishopricks. Our English 
bishoprick'f'.is not yet disposed o£ I believe the 
peace, will not be ready by the ses^on. ... , 

, ai. I, was to day with my printer, to give hioi s 
little pamj^let I had written, but not p(^ticke. It 
will be qvit by Monday^ If it succeeds, I will tell 
yon of it i otherwise not. We had a prodigious thaw 
to dby, as bad as rain ; yet I walked like a good boy 
all the way. The bishop of Dit}more still draw9 
breath, but cannot live two days longer. My large 
book lii^ flat. Some people think a great^pai-t of it 
ought not to be now printed. I believe I told you 
so before. This letter sh^l not go tiU Saturday, 
whiph makes up the three weeks exactly, and I idlow 
MD ax weeks, which are now almost out ; so yon 

* liiM «u«d by hiMielf. N, 

t That of Hereford, vacant by tbe death ^f Dr. Humphiy 
Humpbreys, Nov. 20, 1712, who was succeeded by Dr. Philip 
Bitse, tnmilatcd fi-om the see of St. David's. B^. 

must 
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imitt know I expect a letter very sooiij and Oiat MD 
ia v^ well; and so night, dear MD. 

23. Iliis is one of our court days, and I was there. 
X told you there is a drawing room Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday. The Hamiltons and Aber- 
coms have done teasing me. The latter, I hear, is 
actually going to France. Lord treasurer quarrelled 
with me at court, ibr bang fi)ur days without dbing 
with him ; so I diuid tiiere to day, and he has at 
last falleti in' with my prefect (as he calls it) of ocm- 
$ng halfpence and &rthings with devices, like medals, 
in honour of the queen, every year changing the de- 
vice. I wiah it may -be done; ' Nighty MD. 

23. Duke of bhnohd and I appointed to dine with 
Ned Southwell to day, to talk of settlidg your aSaaxs 
of parliament in Ireland!;' but there was 'a mixture of 
company, and the duke of Ormond was in haste, 
And nothing was done. . If your parliameiU meets 
this summer, it must be a iftw one; biit I find some 
are of opinion th^re should -be none at all these two 
^rs. 1 will ttxiuble ihyself no more about it. My 
(\mgn was to serve th^ duke 6{ Ormond. Dr. IVatt 
and I sate this evening *ith the bi^wpof Clogher, 
and played at ombre for threejienoe. That I suppose 
is but low with you. rfound, at coming hom^, a 
letto* from MD, N. 3?. I shall not anwiper it this 
bout, but will the next. lam sorry for fioor Ppt. 
Pray walk if you can. I have got a terrible new 
Cold, before my old one was quitfe gone, and dcm't 
know how. I shall have DD's money soon from the 
exchequer. The bishop of Drombre is dead now at 
last. Night, dear Mb. 

24. I was at court to day, and it was comical to 
fee lord Abercora bowing to me, but not speaking, 

and 
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and lord Selkirk the same. I dined with lord trea- 
surer and his Saturday club, and sat with him two 
hours after the rest were gone, and spoke freer to 
him of aflTairs than I am afraid others do, who might 
do more good. All his friends repine, and shrug 
their sjioulders; but will not deal with him so freely 
. as thty onght. It is an odd bussiness ; the parlia- 
ment just going to sit, and no employments given. 
They say they will give them in a few days. There 
is a new bishop made of Hereford; soOssory* is 
disappointed. I hinted so to his friends two months 
ago, to make him leave olf deluding himself and 
being indiscreet, as he was. I have just time to send 
this, without giving it to the bellman. My second 
cxM is better now. Night, dearest little MD, FW, 
Me, Lele. 



LETTER LIX. 

LONDON, SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 1712-13. 

W E had such a terrible storm to day, that going 
to lord Bolingbroke's, I saw a hundred tiles fellen 
down; and one swinger fell about forty yards before 
me, that would have killed a horse: so after church' 
and court, I walked through the park, and took s 
ch^r to lord treasurer's. Next door to his- house a 
tin chimney top had fallen down, with a hundred 

* Dr. John Hartstonge, wbo expected that presentation. See 
p. p. 355, 359. N. 

VOL. XT. B B bricks. 



ifyO SVIFX'S JOUBNAI. TO STBLLA. 

bricks. It is grown calm this evening. I wonder 
had you such a wind to day? I hate it as much as 
any hog does. Lord treasurer has engaged me to 
dine again with him to morrow. He has those trickg 
sometimes of inviting me from day to day, which I 
am forced to break through. My Httle pamphlet i> 
out : 'tis not politicks. If it takes, I sayagain, you 
^hall hear of it. 

26. This morning I felt a little touch of giddiness, 
which has disordered and weakened me with its ugly 
remains all this day. After dinner at lord treasurer's, 
the French ambassador duke d'Aumont sent lord 
treasurer word, " tliat his house was burnt down to 
the ground." It took fire in the upper rooms, while 
lie was at dinner with Monteleon the Spanish am- ' 
bassador, and other persons; and soon after lord 
Bolingbroke came to us with the same story*. We 
are full of speculations upon it, but I believe it was 
the carelessness of hisJFrench rascally servants. It 
is odd that this very day lord Somers, Wharton, Sun- 
derland, Halifax, and the whole club of whig lords, 
dined at Pontac's in the dty, as I received private 
notice. They have some damned design'. I tell you 
another odd thing; I was observing it to lord trea- 

* At a dinner given by several of the nobility, by the diie 
fi'AfitDont, Jan. 26, between llirci; and four in the afternoon, ft 
fire broke out in ibc upper part of liis extellL-iicy's house in 
Qrniond-4lrect, and burnt wiiii such violi-nee, that in two hours 
riie house and cbapel, coiiM^ling of three houses made iuto one, 
mefe taid in aihcs. A great pnrt of two adjoining houses, tvliereio 
the lady Atieskew on the west side, and Hugh Parker, esq., on 
the -east, iived, were lik<»vise burnt, A great quantity ot- gooib 
»f tlie duke of Poivi-;, wiiich were locked up in the upper pari of 
tbe house, were burnt, but ihe most valnable of the ambassadoi't 
ftirnitUTs w«r« saved ~~£vtniag Post-, Jan. 37, ,1712-13. N^ 
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surer " that he was stabbed on the day king William 
died; and the day X saved his life, by opening the 
bandbox, was king William*s birth day." My friend 
Mr. Lewis * has had a lie spread on him by the mis- 
take of a man, Who went to another of his name, to 
give him thanks for passing his privy seal to come 
from France-f-. That other Lewis spread about, 
" that the man brought him thanks from ton] Perth 
and lord Melfort ■ (two lords with the pretender) (or 
his great services," Sec. The lords will examine that 
other Lewis to morrow in council ; and I believe you 
will hear of it in the prints, for I will make Abd 
Roper give a relation of it J. Pray tell me if it be 
necessary to write a little plainer; for I looked over 
a bit of my last letter, and could hardly read it. Ill 
mend my hand, if you please: but "you are more 
used to it 7wr I," as Mr. Raymond says. Night, 
MD. 

27. I dined to day with lord treasurer: this mate« 
four days together ; and he has invito me again to 
morrow, but I absolutely refused him. I was this . 
evening at a christening with him of lord Dupplin*s 
daughter. He went away at ten ; but they kept me 
and some others till past twelve ; so you may be sure 
'tis late, as they say. We have now stronger suspi- 
cions, that the duke d'Aumont's house was set on 
fire by malice. I was to day to see lord keeper, who. 
has quite lost his voice with a cold. There Dr. Rad- 

• Erasmu* Lewis, secretary to the enrl of Dartmouth, one of 
iLe secretaries of state, and aftenvard to the earl of Oxford, 
lord high tressui-er. He was member for Lost wit hid, in Cornwail, 
in the parliament which began April 9, ina, N. 

+ See hereafter, p. 37*, N. 

J See Beyer's Political State, vol. V. p. 2«, et seq. N. 
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cliHe told uitf " that it was the ambassador's oeti' 
fectioner set the houtie qd fire, by boiling sugar, and 
going down and letting it boil over." Yet others 
Still think dif&rently ; ao I know not what to jodge. 
J>Iight, my own dearest MD. 
. 38. I v/as to day at court, where the ambassador 
^Iked to nfie as if he did not suspect any design in 
fuming d'Aumont's house: but the abbe Gautier, 
secretary for France here, said qi^te otherwise; and 
** that d'Aumont had a letter the very same day, to 
tet him knqw his house should be burnt;" and tells 
several other circumstances too tedious to write. One 
is, *' that a fellow mfndjng the tiles just when tJie 
$r^ bruke out, saw a pot with wildfire in the room." 
I dined with lord Orkney. . Neither lord Abercoro 
ppr Selkirk will now speak with me. I have di&. 
obliged bpth sides. . Night, dear MD. 

29. Our society met to day, fourteen of us, and 
^ a tavern. We now resolve to meet bat once a 
^rtnight, and have a committee every other week of 
%\t{ 01; sm^ to conwlt abput doing some good i 
proposed another message to lord treasurer- by thieo 
princip^ n>enibet^, ta give a hunted, guineas taa 
certain person, and they are to urge it as well as they 
can. We also raiaed sixty guineas upon our own 
society; b^tl mad« them do it by assessors, audi 
was. one of them, and we fitted our tax to the several 
isstates. The duk? of Omond pays ten giuueas, and 
I the third part of a guinea; at that rate, they may 
tax as often as they please. Well, but I must answer 
your letter, young women: not yet; it is late now, 
and I can't find it. Night, dearest MD. 

30. I have drank Spa waters thes^ tw«! or thtee 
days; but they do not pass, and make -me v^ giddy- 

I am 

n,:,— ii,Gl.H)'.^lc 



swiPT 8 joiJENAt. TO srTEti;*; ,373. 

I: am liot well ( fajdi, I will take them no more. I 
te«ht6rftd after church with the provost to day, to 
See a library to be sold, and dined at five with lord. 
Orkney. We still think there was malJoe in burn- 
ing d'Aumont's house. I hear little HarirlsDn is come 
over; it was he I sent to Utrecht. He is now queen's 
secretary to the embassy, and has brought with him 
the Barrier Treaty, as it is now corrected by us, and 
yielded to by the Dutch, which was the greatest 
difficulty to retard the peace. I hope he will bring 
over the peace a month hence, for we will send him 
back as soon as possible. 1 long to see the little 
brat, my own creature. His pay is in all a thousand 
pounds h year, and they have never pwd him a groat, 
though I have teazed their hearts out. He must- 
be three or four hundred pounds in debt at least. Poor 
brat! Let me go to bed, sirrahs. — Night, dear MD. 

31. Harrison was With me this morning; w& 
talked thrfee hours, and thfen I carried him to court. 
When wfe Went down to the door of my lodging, I 
found A coach waited fot htm. I chid him foi: itj 
but he Whispered me, " it waff imposaible to do other- 
wise" and in the coach he told me,- " he had not 
one farthing in his pocket to pay it ; and therefore 
took the coach for the whole day, and intended to 
borrow money somewhere or other." So ther6 waS 
the queen's minister intrusted in affairs- of the great- 
est importance, witliout 9 Shilling in his pocket to 
pay a coach. I paid himwhilehe was with, me Sevens 
guineas, in part of a dozen of shirts he bought me 
in Holland*. I presented him to the duke of Or- 

* At this time vtry small quantities of linen itere made in Ire- 
land; but it is now tl)C best manufaclure m the knoitu Worifl. t'. 

mondj 
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mond, and several lords at court ; and I contrived it 
so, that lord treasury came to me, and asked (I had 
Famell by me) whether that was Or. Parnell, and 
came up and spoke to him with great kindness, and 
invited him to his house. I value iipyself upon mak- 
ing the ministry desire to be acquainted with Pamel], 
snd not Pamell with the ministry. His poem is al- 
most &lly coirectedi and shall be soon out. Here 
is enough for to day; only to tell yoij, that I was in 
the city with my printer to alter an Examiner about 
my friend Lewis's story, which will be told lyith re- 
marks*. 

Sund^, February 1. I could do nothing tiU to 
day about the Examiner, but the printer came this., 
morning, and I dictated to him what was fit to be 
aiid, ' and then Mr. Lewis came, and corrected it as 
he would have it ; so I was neither at church por 
court The duke of Ormond and I dined at lord 
Orkney's. I left them at seven, and sat with sir 
Andrew Foiintaine, who has a very bad sore 1^, for 
y^ich he designs to go to France. Here is a week 
gone, and one side of this letter not finished. O, 
tut I will write now but once in three weeks. Yesj 
&ith, this shall go sooner. The pariiament is to sit 
on the third, but will adjourn for three or four daye', 
fiir the que^n is laid up with the gout, and both 
speakers but of order, though one of them, the lord 
keeper, is ahnost well. ' I spoke to the duk« of Or- 
jiaond a good deal about Ireland. We do not alto- 
gether agree, iior am I judge enough of Irish affiirsj 
but I will speak to lord treasurer to morrow, that w? 
three may settle some way or other. 

* 6e* '' A complete Kefutation of the falselioods alledgcj 
•gainst Erasmiu I«wis, esq.," in vol V. If. 

■ " ' a. I had 
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■2, I had a letter some days ago from Mol! Gery ; 
ter name is now Wigmore, and her husband is 
hiraed parson. She desires nothing, but " that I 
would get lord keeper to give him a living ;" but I 
will send her no answer, though she desires it much. 
She still makes mantuas at Famham. It rained ^1 
this day, and Dilly c^me to me, and was coaching it 
into the city % so I went with him for a shaking, be> 
cause it would not cost me a iarthing. There I met 
my friend Stratford, the merchant, who is going 
.^iroad to gatliecup his debts, and be clear in the 
world. He begged " that I would dine with some 
merchant friends of ours there, because it was the 
last time I should see him:" so I did, and thought 
tp have seen lord treasurer in the evening, but he 
Ijaj^ned to go out at five; so I visited some friends, 
and came home. And now I have the greatest part 
of your letter to answer; and yet I will not do it to 
night, say what you please. The parliament meets 
to morrow, but will be prorogued for » fortnight ; 
which disappointment, will, I believe, vex abundance 
of them, thou^ they are not whigs; for they are 
tftrced to be in town at expense fer nothing ; but we 
want an answer from Spain, before^ we arc sure of 
every thing being right for (he peace ; and Gfod 
knows whether we can have that answer this month. 
It is a most ticklish juncture of af^irs; we are al- 
ways driving to an inch: I am weary of it. Nig^t, 
MD. 

3. The parliament met, aud was prorogued, as I 
sdd, and I found some cloudy faces, and heard some 
grumbling. We have got over all our difficulties 
with France, I think. They have now settled all the 
f^ticles of commerce between us and them, wherein 
5 they 
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they were very much disposed to play the rogue, if 
we had not held them to; and this business we wait 
for from Spain, is to prevent some other rt^jueries of 
the French, who are finding an evasion to trade to 
the Spanish West Indies: but I hope we shall prevent 
it. I din«d with lord treasurer, and he was in good 
humour enough, I gave him that part of my book, 
in manuscript to read, where his character was, and 
drawn pretty freely. He was reading and correcting 
it with his pencil, when the bishop of St. David's* 
(now removing to Hereford) came and interrupted 
us. I left htm at eight, and sat till twelve with the 
provost and bishop) of Glogher. 

[Wednesday] 4. I was to day at court, butjiept 
out of lord treasurer's way, because I was engaged 
to the duke of Ormond, where I dined, and,-I think, . 
eat and drank too much. I sat this evening with 
lady Masham, .and then with lord Masham and lord 
treasurer at lord Masham's. It was last year, you 
may remember,' my constant evening place. I saw 
lady Jersey with lady Masham, who has been laying 
out for my acquaintance, and has forced a promise 
for me to drink chocolate with her in a day or two, 
which I know not whether I shall perform (I have 
just mended 'my pen, you see) for I do not much 
like her character; but she is very malicious, and 
therefore I think I must keep feir with her. I can- 
not send this letter till Saturday next, I find ; so I 
will answer yours now. I see no different days of the 
month; yet it is dated Januarys. So it was long 
a coming. I did not write to Dr^ Coghill " that I 
would have nothing in Ireland;" but " that I was 

• Dr. Philip Kaie. B. 
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Bolicitmg nothing any where ;" and that is true. I 
have named Dr. Sterne* to lord treasurer, lord Bo- 
lingbroke, and the duke of Orfnond, for a bisHop- 
rick, and I did it heartily. I know not what will 
come of it; but I tell you as a great secret, that I 
have made the duke of Ormond promise me to re- 
commend nobody till he tells me,' and this for some 
reasons too long tomentiicHi. My head is slill in no 
good order. I am heartily sorry for Ppt. I am sure 
her head is good for •*•*, I'll answer more to mor- 
row. Night, dearest MD, 

5. [6.} I must go on with your letter. I dined 
to day with sir Andrew Fountaine and the provost, 
and played at ombre with him all the afternoon. I 
won, yet sir Andrew is an admirable player. Lord 
Pembroke came in, and I gave him three or four 
scurvy Dilly puns, that begin with an if. Well, but 
your letter, well, let me see. — No; I believe I shall 
write 00 more this good while, nor publish what t 
have done. •••• I did not suspect you would tell 
jFilby. You are so *•*•. Turns and visitations — 
what are those? I'll preach and visit as much for 
Mr. Walls. Pray God mend people's health; mine 
is but very indifferent. I have left off Spa water ; it 
makes my legs swelj. Night, dearest MD. 

6. [7.] This is the queen's birthday,' and I never 
eaw it celebrated with so much luxury and fine clothes. 
I went to court to see them, and I dined with lord 
keeper, where the ladies were fine to admiration. I 
passed the evening at Mrs, Vanhemrigh's, and came 
home pretty early, to anawer your letter again. Pray 
God keep the queen. She was very ill about ten 



• Dean of St. Pi*liiek"s. 
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days ago, and had the gout in her stomach. When- 
I came from lord keeper's, I called at lord treasurer's, 
because I heard he was very line, and that was a new 
thing; and it was true, for his coat and waistcoat 
were embroidered. I have seen the provost often 
unce, and never spoke to him to speak to tlie Tem- 
ples about Daniel Corr, nor wilt; I don't care to do 
it. I have writ lately to Panrisol. You did well to 
let him make up his accompts. All things grow dear 
in Ireland, but corn to the parsons ; for my livings 
are fallen much this year by Parvisol's account. Night, 
dearest rogues, MD. 

7- [8.] I was at court to day, but saw no birth- 
day clothes; the great folks never wear them abovg 
once or twice. I dined with lord OrkneJ, and sat 
the evening with sir Andrew Fountaine, whose 1^ 
is in a very dubious conditipn, pray let mp knpw 
when DD's money is near due: ^ways let me know 
it beforehand, This, I believe, will hardly go till 
Saturday: for I tell you what, being not very well, I 
dare not study much : so I let company come in a 
ijfiorning, and th^ afternoon pas$ in dining and sit- 
ting somewhere. Lord treasurer is angry, if J don't 
dine with him every second day, and I cannot part 
with him tilHate : he kept me last night till near 
twelve. Our weather is constant rain above these 
two months, which hinders walking, so that our 
sjwing is not like yours. I have not seen Fanny 
Manley yet ; I caiinpt find time. 1 am in rebellion 
with all my acquaintance; but I will mend with my 
health and the weather. Clogher make a figure'. 

Clogher make a . , Colds ! why we have been all 

dying with colds ; but now they are a little ofi^ and 

fny second is almost off. I can do nothing fof 

Swanton. 
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»VnFT*S JOVKNAL TO miXA, 3170 

Swanton. Indeed it is a thing nnposaible, and wholly 
out of my way. If 'he buys, hemiistbuy. So now 
I have answered your letter; and there's an end pf 
that now; and Til say no more, but bid you night, 
dear MD. 

8. [iJ.] It was terribly rainy to day from morning 
till night. I intended to have dined with lord trea^- 
surer, but went to see sir Andrew Fountaine, and 
he kept me to dinner, which saved coach hire; and 
i staid with him all the afternoon, and tost thirteen 
shillings and sixpence at ombre. There was ma- 
nagement ! and lord treasurer will chide ; but I'll dine 
with him to morrow. The bishop of Clogher's 
daughter has been ill some days, and it proves the 
smallpox. She is very full; but it comes out well, 
and they apprehend no danger. I^ady Orkney has 
given me her picture; a very fine original of sir 
Godfrey Kneller's ; it is now a mending. He has 
favoured her squint admirably ; and you know I love 
^ cast in the eye. I was to see lady Worsley to day, 
who is just come to town; ^e is full of rhaimatick. 
[Kuns. ' All my acquaintance grow old and sidffy. 
She lodges in the very house in King-Street, b^ween 
St. James's street and St. James's square, where DD's 
brother bought the sweetlwead, when I lodged there, 
and DD came to see me. Short ••••. Night, 
MD. 

g. [10.] I thought to have dined with lord trea- 
surer to day, but he dined abroad at Tom Harley's; 
so I dined at lord Masham's, and was winnin jf all [ 
had lost playing with lady Masham at crown piquet, 
when we went to pools, and I tost it again. Lord 
treasurer came in to' us, and chid me for not follow- 
ing him to Tom Hariey's. Miss Ashe is still the ' 

samei 
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same, arid they thmk her irot in dangel- ; my trait 
colts there daily after I am gone "out, and tells me at 
night. I was this morning to see lady Jersey, and 
we have made twenty parties about dining together, 
and I shall hardly keep one of them. She i% reduced 
after all her greatncEs to seven servants, and a small 
houscj and no coach. I like her tolerably as yet. 
Night, MD. 

10. [n.] I made visits this morning'to the duke 
and dirchess Of Ormond, and lady Betty, and the 
duchess of Hamilton. (When I was writing this near 
twelve o'clock, the duchess of Hamilton sent to have 
me dine with her to morrow. I am forced to give my 
answer through the door, for my man has got the 
key, and i9 gone to beds but I cannot obey her, for 
owr society meets to morrow.) I stole away from lord 
treasurer by eight, and intended to have passed the 
tvening with sir Thomas Clarges and hie lady ; but 
met them in anotho- place, and have ther^ sate tilt 
" now. My head has not been ill to day. I was at 
court, and tnade lord Mansel walk with me in the 
pa'Ht before we went to dinntr. Yesterday and to day 
have bran fair, but yet it rained all last night. I saW 
Sterne ataring at wurt to day. He has been often to 
' see me, he says: but my man tias nbt yet let trim up. 
He is in deep mosming; I hope it is not for hts vfUxt 
1 did not ask him. Night, MD. 

■1:2. I have reckoned days wrong all this while*; 
for this is the twelfth. I do not know wtien I lost it. 
I dined to day with our society, the greatest dinner I 
have ever seen. It was at Jack Hill's, the govfirhor 
of Dunkirk. I gave' an account of sixty guineas I 

■ * lU had oraitWid ThurwJay Ae fifth. N. 

• had 
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had collected, aod am to give tbem away to two au- 
thors to qiorrow ; and lord treasurer has protniscd 
Hie a hundred pounde to reward some others. I 
found a letter iMi my table laat night, to teU me, 
" that poor little Harrison, the queen's secretary that 
came lately from Utrecht with the Barrier treaty, wa» 
ill, and «Iesired to see me at night :" but it was late, 
and I could not go till to day. I haveolben mentioned 
him in my letters, you 'may remember. ***« i 
went in the morning, and found him mighty ill, and 
got thirty guineas for him from lord Bolingbroke, 
and an order for a hundi-ed pounds from the treasury 
to be paid him to morrow; and I have got him re- 
moved to Knightsbridge for the air. He has a fever 
and inflammation on his lungs ; but I hope will do 
well. Night, MD. 

13. I WQjS to see a poor poet, one Mr. Diaper, in 
a nasty garret, very sick. I gave him twenty guineas 
from Iturd BoU^igbroHe, and disposed the other sbcty 
to two oth^ authors, and desired a friend to receive 
the hundred pounds for poor Harrison, and will carry 
it to him to nvjrrow mornii^. I sent to see how he 
did, and Ue is extremely ill ; and I am very much 
afflicted for him^ as he is my own creature, and in a 
very Uonouralide pQSt, ami v«ry worthy of it, I dined . 
in the city. I am much concerned for thifi poor lad. 
ihs mother and ^ter attend ^m, Mid he wants no* 
tWi^. Night, dear MIX 

14. I tpok. ParueH thid morning, and we walkad 
to see poor Harrison, I liad the hundned pounds in 
any pocket. I told Farnell I was afraid -to knock at 
tii& dpor;, my mind misgave me. I knocked ; aond 
his man- in tears told me " his master was dead an 
hoxir before," Think what ^ief this is tt> me t I 

went 
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went te his mother, and have been ordering thtiigs 
fiar his funeral with as little cost as possible, to mcv-' 
row at ten at night. Lord treasurer was much con- 
oemed when I told him. I could not dine with lord 
treasurer, nor any where else ; but got a bit of meat 
toward evening. No loss ever grieved me so much: 
poor creature! Pray God Almighty bless poor MD. 
Adieu. I send this away to night, and am sorry it 
must go while I am in so much grief. ■ 



LETTER LX. 

LONDON, FEB. 15, 1712-13. 

L DINED to day with Mr. Rowe and a ]»vjector 
who has been teasing me with twenty schemes to get 
grants; and I don't like one of them ; and, besides, 
I was out of humour for the loss of poor Harrison. 
At ten this night I was at his funeral, which I or- 
dered to be as private as possible. We ha^ but one 
. coach with four of us ; and when it was carrying us 
home after the funeral, the braces broke; and we 
were forced to sit in it, and have it held up, till my 
man went for chairs, at eleven at night in terrible 
tain. I am come home very melancholj, and will 
go to bed. Night, dearest MD. 

16. I dined to day with lord Dupplin and some 
company to divert me; but left them early, and have 
been reading a book for amusement. I shall never 
have courage again to care for making any body's 

fortune. 
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fortune. The parliament meets to morrow, and mil 
be prorogued another fortnight, at which seven^ of 
botti parties were angry; IJut it cannot be helped, 
though every thing about the peace is past all danger. 
I never saw such a continuance of r^ny weather. We 
have not had two fair days together these ten weeks. 
I have not dined .with lord treasurer these four days, 
nor can I till Saturday; for I have several eng^;e- 
ments till then, and he will chide me to some pur- 
pose. I am perplexed- with this hundred pounds of 
pocff Harrison's, what to do with it. I cannot pay his 
relations till they administer, for he is much in debt; 
but I will have'the staff in my own hands, and venture - 
nothing. Night, dear MD. 

17. Lady Jersey and I dined by appointment to day 
with lord Bolingbroke. He is sending his brother to 
succeed Mr. Harrison. It is the prettiest post in 
£urope for a young gentleman. I lost my money at 
ombre sadly; I make a thousand blunders at it. I 
play but threepenny ombre ; but it is what you call 
running ombre. Lady Clarges, and a drab I hate^ 
won a dozen shillings of me last night. The parlia- 
ment was jMX)rogued to day; and people grumble; 
and the good of it is, the peace cannot be finished 
by the time they meet, there are so many fiddling . 
things to do. Is Ppt an ombre lady yet ? You know 
all the tricks of it now, I suppose. I reckon yoa 
have all your cards from France, for ours pay bh- 
pence a pack taxes, which goes deep to the box. I 
have given away all my Spa water, and take some 
nasty steel drops, and my head has been better this 
week past. I send every day to see how miss Ashe 
docs : she is very full, they say, but in no danger. I 
fear she will lose some of her beauty. The son lies 

put 
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out of the hoose. I wish he had them too, while he 
h so youDg. Night, MD. 

16. I^e earl of Abingdon had been teasing me 
these three months to dine with him ; and this day 
wa» appointed about a week ago, and I named my 
company ; lord Stawell, colonel Disney, and Dr. 
Arbuthijot ; butthe two last slipped out their necks, 
and left Stawell and me, to dine there. We did not 
dine till seven, becaase it is Ash Wednesday. We 
had nothing but fish, which lord Staw^ could not 
eat, and got a broiled leg of a turkey. Our wine 
was poison; yet the puppy has twelve thousand 
pounds a year. His orps were raw, and his candies 
tallow. He shall not catch me in haste again, and 
every body has laughed at me for dining with him. 
I was to! day to let Harrison's mother know I could 
not pay till she adtnimst^rs ; which she will do. I 
believe she is an old devU, and her daughter a ——;. 
There were more whigs to day at court than tones. 
I believe they think the peace must be made, and so 
come to please the queen. She is still lame with the 
gout. 

19. I was at court to day, to speak to lordBoling^ 
broke, to look over Parnell's poem since it is cor- 
rected; and Parnell and I dined iwth bim, and he 
has shown him three or four mewe places ta alter a 
. litUe.^ Lady Bolingbroke came down to ns while we 
were at dinner, and Farnell stared at her as if she 
were a goddess. I thought she was Kke PameB'a 
wife, and he thought so too. ParneH is much pleated 
with lord Bolingbroke's lavour to him, and I hope U 
may one day turn to his advantage. His poem wffl 
be printed in a few days. Our weather continuei 
as fresh raining as if it had not rained at all. I sat 
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to night at lady Mashain's, where lord treasurer came 
and scolded me for not dining with him. I told him« 
I could not till Saturday. I have staid there till 
past twelve ; so night, dear MD. 

20. Lady Jersey, l^y Catharine Hyde*, the Spa- 
nish ambassador, the dulte of Etr^s, anodier Spa- 
niard, and I, dined to day by appointment with lord 
JBolingbroke ; but they fell a drinking so many Spa- 
nish healths in champaign, that I stole away to the 
ladies, ahd drank, tea till eight; and then went and 
lost my money at onqbre with sir Andrew Fountaine, 
who has a very bad leg. Mtss Ashe is post all dan- 
ger.t and her eye which was lately bad (I suppose 
one effect of her distemper) is now better. I do not 
let the bishop see me, nor shall this good while. 
Good lack ! when I came home, I warrant, I found 
a letter from MD, No. 38 ; and you write so small 
itow a days. I hope your poor eyes are better. 
Well, this shall go to morrow sevennight, wi^ a 
bill for Me. I will speak to Mr. Griffin to morrow, 
about Fpt's brother Filby, and desire, whether he 
deserves or no, t^at his employment may be mended, 
that is to say, if I see Griffin ; otherwise not ; and 
111 answer MD's letter, when I Pdfr think £t. Night, 
MD. 

21. Methinks I writ a little sauc^ last night. I 
mean the last. I saw Griffin at court. He "says, 
" he knows nothing of a saltwtn'k at Recton ; buC 
that he will give Filby a better employment ;" and 
desires Filby will write to him. If 1 knew where to 
write to Filby, I would ; but pray do you. Bid him 
make no mention of you; but only let Mr. Griffin 

* Aftecwirds duchess of QuMBsberry. N. 
VOL. XT. C c know 
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know " that hehas had the honofir to be feftorii- 
liiended by Dr. Swift, &c. tliat he 'iilill en36fevoiir to 
deserve!," &c. artd if you dictated a whole letter for 
him, it would be better ; I hope he "can write and 
spell well, ril itiqiiire for a direction to Griffin 
before! finish this. I ditifed with ]drd treasurer" and 
seven lords to-day. You knoto Saturday k his^reat 
day. I sat with them till eight, and "then Came 
' home, and have been writing a letter to M^. Davis, 
at York. She todkcareto Have a letter deliverEsd 
for me at lord treasurer's ; for I would not own 
one she sent hy post. She reproaches rfie for not 
^writing to her these four yefirs; arid! have'houeStfy 
told her, "it was niy way never to write to those 
whom I ain never likely to see, unless I cAn "serve 
*fiem, which I caiindt her," &c. Davis the school- 
iinastfer's widow. Night, MD. 

22. I dined to day at lord O^ney's, with the ddke 
of Ormond and sir Thomas Hanmer. Have you ever 
heard of the latter ?' He riiarried the dUchess of Graf- 
Ion Tn bis youth (she ditifed 'with lis too). He is 
the most considerable man in thd hduse of commons. 
■Hewent kst spring to Flahder^, with liie di'ike of 
Ormond ; ■ from thence to France, and w3s going to 
Italy ; hut the ministry sent for him, and he has Wen 
conic over aboirt ten days. He is tritidi out of hu- 
mour with things : he thinks the peace is kept off 
too long; and is fiill of f^rs and doubts. It is 
thought lie is designed for secretary of state, instead 
•of IbrdDartinobth. We have been acqaainted these 
two years ; and I intend, in a day or two, to h&ve. 
-an hour's tafkwith him on affairs. I saW the bishop 
of Clogher at court. Miss is recovering. I know 
not how much she will be marked. The queen is 

"slowly 
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ifowly mending of her gout, and intends to be 
})Foug^ in a chair to partiamept when it n>eets, 
jvhich will be March 3 ; for I 3iq]{x>se they will pro' 
rogue no more ; yet the peace will not be signed 
then, and we appj^hend the tpries themselves wiU 
many of them be discontented. Night, dear Mp. 
^3. It was ill weather to day, and I dined with sir 
Andrew Fountaioe, and in the evening played at 
ombra with him and the provost, and won twenty- 
five shillings ; so I have rocovered myself pretty well. 
Dilly has been dunning roe to see Fanny Manley t 
but I have not yet been able to do it. Miss Asbe is 
aow quite out of danger; and they hope will not be 
much marked. I cannot tell bow (o direct to Oriffin. ; 
aod think he lives in fiiuy'Sbrett, -near St. James'* 
street, hacd by oie ; but I ^iqipose your luaEtiw nssy 
direet lo faian ito tke ^sktoiBoi, and, as I leananber, 
he knows his Christian name, because be sesit it 
me' in the list of the' commissioaers. . Nigfa|t, dear 

14. i walked tlufl morning to Chelsea, to see Dr. 
Atterbury, dean of :Giristohutich. iluui business 
with .turn about entering Mr. Ktz-Maurioe, lord 
Kerry's schq, 'mto Ilia college ; and lady iKenry is a 
great favourite of mine. Loud Hariey, lord I>up- 
f)lin, ypHng Broo^Iey the spedker's son, .and' I, .dined 
with Dr. Stratford and some other clergymen ; but I 
■left tliera at-sevBn, to go tolady iersey, to see Mon- 
teleon the Spanish ambassador play at ^ombre. Lady 
Jersey was abroad, and d (diid the servants, and made 
a rattle ; bnt since I earae home, rfie sent me a mes- 
.sage, " that 1 was mistaken, and that the meeting is 
ito be ,tp mtWTOw." I have a worse memory Ihwi 
when 11^ you, andevecy day fca-getappcrinttnentSi 
c c 2 but 
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but here my memory was by chance too good. But 
1*11 go to morrow; for lady Catherine Hyde and 
lady Bolingbroke are to be there' by appointment, 
and I listed up my perriwig, and all, to make a figure. 
Well, who can hdp it? Not I, vow to Heaven! 
Night, MD. 

25. Lord treasurer met me last night at lord Ma- 
sham's, and " thanked me for my company" in a jeer, 
because I had not dined with him in three days. He 
chides if I stay away but two days together. What 
will this come to ? Notliing. , My grandmother used 
to say, " More of your lining, and less of your diningP 
However, I dined with him, and .could hanlly leave 
him at eight, Va go to lady Jersey's, where five or six 
fijreign ministers were, and as many la^^s. Mon- 
teleon played likie the Engtish, and cried game ; and 
knocked his knuckles for trump, and played at small 
games like Ppt. Lady Jersey whispered me to stay, 
and sup witli the ladies when the fellows were gone i 
but they played till eleven, and I would not stay. I 
think this. letter must goon Saturday ; that's certain; 
and it is not half full yet. Lady Catherine Hyde had 
a . mi^ty mind . I should be acquainted with lady 
Dalketth, her sister, the duke of Monmouth's eldest 
son's iridow, who was of the company to night; 
hut I, -did not like her; she paints too much. 
Nighti.MD. : 

- 20. This day our society metat the duke of Or- 
mond's; but I had business that called me another 
!Way ; so I sent my excuses, and dined privately with 
a frioid. Besides, sir lliomas Hammer whiqiered 
ine last night at lady Jersey's, *' that I must attend- 
lord treasurer and duke of Ormond at supper, at his 
house to night;" which I did at eleven, and staid till 

one> 
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oqe,' so you may be sure it is late enough. There 
' was the duchess of Grafton, and the duke her son ; 
nine of us in all. Duke of Ormontl chid me for not 
being at the society to day, and said " sixteen were 
there." I said, '* I never knew sixteen people good 
company in my life ;" no, feith, nor eight neither. 
We have no news in this town at all. I wonder why , 
I don't write you news. I know less of what passes 
than any body, because I go to no cof{eehouae, nor 
see any but ministers, and such people ; and minis- 
ters never talk politics in conversation. The whigs 
are forming great schemes against the meeting of 
parliament, which will be next Tuesday, I still think, 
without fail ; and we hc^ to hear by then, that the 
peace is ready to sign. The queen's gout mends daily. 
Night, MD. 

37. I passed a very insipid day, and dined privately 
with a friend in the neighbourhood. Did I tell you 
that I have a very fine picture of lady Orkney,* 
an original, by sir Godfi-ey Kneller, three quarters 
length ? I have it now at home, with a -fine frame. 
Lord Bolingbroke and lady iNIasham have promised 
to sit for me j but I despair of lord treasurer ; only I 
hope he will give me a copy, and then I shall have 
all the pictures of those I really love here ; just half 
a dozen ; only I will make lord keeper give me his 
print in a frame. This letter must go to morrow, 
because of sending Me a bill ; dse it should not 
till next week, I assure you. I have little to do 
now with my pen i for my grand buaness -j- stops till 

* Dr. Swift left th'n piclure to John earl of Orrery, who ranr- 
Ti«d lady Orkney '1 daughter. N. 

t IlisHiitory of jhePeaceorUcrecht. B. 

they 
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they tat ihore pressing, and till something or other 
happcM i and I believe I shall rettim with disgust 
to finish it, it is so very Uborious. Sir Thomas Han- 
mer has tny papers now. You are now at ombre 
with the Dean, always on Friday night with Mrs. 
Walls. Pray don't play at small games. I stood by, 
the other night, while the duke d'Etr£es lost six 
times With manilio, basto, and three small trumps ; 
and lady Jersey won above tweuty pounds. Night, 
dor MD. 

20. I was at court to day, when the afab£ Gautier 
whispered me, " that a courier was juet come with an 
account, th&t the French king had consented to all 
the queen's demantte; and his consent was carried tn 
Utrecht, and the peace will be agoed in a few days." 
I suppose the general peace cannot be so soon ready ; 
but tW is no matter. The news presenliy ran about 
the court. 1 saw the queen carried out in her choir, 
to take the air in the garden. I met Griffin at court, 
and he totd me, " that orders were sent to examine 
Filby i and, if he be fit, lo make him (I think he 
Called it) an atsistant" I don*t know what, superviser 
I think ; but it is some employment a good deal bet- 
ter than his own. The parliament will have another 
short prorc^ation, though it is not known yet, I 
dined with lord treasure- and his Saturday company, 
and left him at eight to put this in the postofiice 
time enough. Atid now I must bid you farewell, 
dearest r^^ues. God bless dear MD ; and lore Pdfr. 
Farewell, MD, FW, Me, Lele. 
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^.ONDQN, ISARC^ 1, 1712-13. 

^X h ov,t, of my Ijesfd whether I answered all your 
letter in wj l^t y^tgr^ay o^ no. I think I was in 
h^te, and could np( : W,t VPl" ^ ^ ^ answered 'a 
goo^-deiil of it ; n^o, only about your brother, and 
Mf's \>i^\. I dined with lady Orkney^ and we talked 
politicks till eleven at night; and^ as usual, found 
^yery thing ."(vropg, ap4 put ourselves pqt of humour. 
Yes, I ha.ve lady Giffard's picture sent me by your 
mqther. It is bo;iied up at a place where my other 
^ings are. I have goods in twp or (hree plaoes ; 
at^d ^hen I leave a lodging, I box pp the books I get 
[for I always get some) and come naf^e(| into a new 
lodging; and so on. Talk not to {:pe pf t^eaneties ; 
I know lesp " of that than ever by mucji. Night, 

MP- 

2. I went into the city Bo see ]Pa| Rolt, who lodges 
swith a city cpusin, a daughter of cousin Cleve (you 
ar^ much th^ wiser). I had never been at her house 
before. My he-cousin Thomson the butcher is dead, 
or 4ying. I dined with my printer, and w^ked 
hpme> and went to sit with lady Clargea. I found 
four of them at whist ; lady Godolphin was one. I 
jiatbyher, and talked of her -cards, &c.; but she 
would not give one look, nor say a word to me. She 
refused some time ago to be acquainted with me. 
You know she is lord Marlborough's eldest daughter. 
She is a fool for her p^iins, ap4 I'll pull her down. 

What 



302 fWIVT'S JOUSMAL TO 8THZ.U, 

What can I do for Dr. Smith's daughter's husband ^ 
I have no personal credit with any of the commis- 
eioners. I will speak to Keattey; but I believe it 
will signify nothing. In the customs people must 
rise by degrees, and he must at 6rst take what is 
Very low, if he be qualified for that. E^t mis- 
takes'me; I am not angry at your recommending 
any one to me, provided you will take my answer. 
Some things are in my way, and then I serve those 
I can. But people will not distinguish; but take 
things ill, when I have no power ; hut Ppt is wiser. 
And employments in general are very hard to be got. 
Night, MD. 

3. I dined to day wKh lord treasurer, who cWd 
me for my absence, which was only fiiam Saturday 
last. The parliament was again prorogued for a 
witek, and I suppose the peace will be ready by then, 
and the queen will be able to be brought to the 
house, and make her speech. I saw Dr. GrifBth 
two or three months ago, at a Latin play at West- 
minster; but did not speak to him. I hope he will 
not die ; I should be sorry for Ppt's sake ; he is veiy 
tender of her. I have long lost all my colds, and 
the weather mends a little. I take some steel drops, 
and my head is pretty well. I walk when I can, but 
am grown very idle; and not finishing my thing, I 
ramble abroad, and play at ombre. I shall beoaore 
careful in my physick than Mrs. Price ; 'tis not a 
farthing matter her death, I think i and so I say no 
more to night, but will read a dull book, and go sleep. 
Night, dear MD. 

4. Mc. Ford has been this half year inriting me 
to dine at his lodgings : so I did to day, and brought 
the provost and Dr. Pamell with me, and my friend 

Xjcwis 
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JLewis was there. Parnell went away, and the other 
three played at ombre, and I looked on; which I 
love, and would not play. Tisdall is a pretty fel- 
low, as you say ; and when I conie back to Ireland 
with nothing, he will condole with me with abun- 
dance of secret pleasure. I believe I told you what 
he wrote to me, " That I have saved England, and 
he Ireland :" but I can bear that. I have learned to 
liear and see, and say nothing. I was to see the 
duchess Hamilton to day, and met Blith of Ireland 
just going out of her house into his coach. I asked 
her " how she came to receive young fellows?" It 
seems he had a ball in the duke of HamiltCHl's 
house when the duke died ; and the duchess got 
an advertisement put in the Postboy, reflecting on 
the ball, because the Marlborough daughters were 
there ; and Blith came to beg the duchess's pardon, 
and clear himself. He is' a sad dog. Nig^t, dear 
MD. 

5. Lady Masham has miscarried ; but is almost 
well again. I have paid many visits to day. I met 
Blith at the duke of Ormond's ; and he begged me 
to carry him to the duchess Hamilton, to beg her 
pardon again. I did, on purpose to see how the 
blunderbuss behaved himself; but I begged the 
duchess to use him mercifully, lor she is the devil 
of a teaser. TTie good of it is, she ought to beg his 
pardon, for he meant no harm ; yet she would not 
atlow him to put in an advertisement to clear him- 
self from hers, though hers was all a lie. He ap- 
pealed to me, and I gravely gave it against him. J. 
"was at court to day, and the foreign ministers have 
got a trick of employing me to speak for them to 
lord treasurer and lord BolingbrtJte ; which I do 

wheu , 
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whea the case is reasoiuble. ^^e College oeed apt 
fe»r ; I will not t»e their goverp.w*- I <Uned wit^ 
^r Thomas HaniAcr and his dvchess. The duke of 
Ormond was there, but we parted sopni, and I went 
to visit lord Pembroke for the first time j but it wa^ 
to fee some curious^ bpoks. Lord Cholm^i^deley 
came in : but | would npt talk to him, though h^ 
niade n^any advances. I h^te the scoqnclrel, £of 
Oi)\ he i& your Griffith's friend. Yea,,yes, I ^ 
abused enough, if th^t he all. Night, Mp. 

C I w^3 to day at an auptioo of p^ture? witlt 
]?ratt, ^nd laid out two pounds fiye shillings for a 
picture of Titian 5 ^"^ *^ it ^^^^ ? Titian, it would 
be worth twice as many pounds. If I am (^heated, 
I'll part with it to lord IVf ^sham : if it be a bargain, 
I'll keep it to myself. That's n^ conscience. But 
I inade Pr^tt buy several picture? for )ord Masham. 
Pratt is 4 great virtuoso th^ way. I dified with 
lord treasurer, but made him go to court at eight. 
I always tease him to be gone. I thougl^t to have 
n)«de Faroell dine with him, but t^e was ill ; his l^^d 
is out of order like mine, but mi^e constant, poor 
boy ! — I w^ at lord treasurer's levee with the proyott, 
to ask 8 book for the college, f neyer go to his 
levee, unless it be to present someljody. 

J. Yes, I hope ^l^eigh will soon be' gone, a p-r- on 
him ! I met him once, and he talked gravely to roe 
of " not seeing the Jrish bishc^ here, and the Irish 
gentlemen j" but I believe my answers flatted him 
enough. I woyM ^ot dine with Icu'd trea^u^r to 
day, though it was Saturday (for l^e has eijgaged 
me for to cQorrow); hut weat aiid <^ed with lord 

• Provost of Trinity College. N. 
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Masbam^ and played at ombre, sixpenny running 
ombtt^ for three hoara. There were three vole» 
against me, and I was once a great loser, but carae 
cff for three shillings and Hxpence*. One may easily 
lose five guineas at it. Lady OrlUbey is gone out of 
town to day, and I could not see her for laziness, but 
wrote to her. She has lefl me some physick. I 
knew MD's politidcs before, and I think it prettj 
extraordinary, and a great conjpliment to you, and 
I believe never three people conversed so much with 
80 little politicks. I avoid all conversation with the 
other party ; it is not to be born, and I am soriy 
for it. O yes, things are very dear. DO must come 
in at last with her two eggs a penny. There the 
provost was well applied. Parvisol has sent me a bill 
of fifty pounds, as I ordered him, which, I hope, 
will serve me, and bring me over. Fray God ' MD 
does not be delayed for it -, but I have had very little 
from him this long time. I was not at oourt tod^t 
a wondor ! Night, dear MD. Love Pdfir. 

a. You must know, I give chocolate almost every 
day to two or three people that I eufTer to come to 
see me in a morning. My man begins to lie pretty 

, vr^i. lis nothing for people to be denied ten times. 
My man knows all Iwill see, and denies me to every 

. body dee. This is the day of the queen's comiag to 
tbe crown, and the day lord treasurer was St^ibed 
by Guiscard. I was at court, where every body had 
th^ birthday clothes on, uui I dined with lord trea- 
Eurer who was very ttne. He showed me 9(m\€ of 
tiie queen's speech, which I corrected in several 
placses, and penned the vote of address of thanks for 
the speech ; but I was of c^injon the house should 
not «t on Tuesday next, unless tb^ hear the peace 
.J is 
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is signed; that is, provided they are sure it will be 
signed the week afterj and so have one scolding for 
all. Night, MD. 

p. Lord treasurer would have had me dine with 
him to day ; he desired tne last night, but I refused, 
because he would not keep the day of his stabbing 
with al) the cabinet, as he intended: so I dined with 
my friend Lewis; and the provost, and Parnell, and 
Ford, were with us. I lost sixteen shillings at ombre; 
I don't like it. At night Lewis brought us word, 
that the parliament does not sit to morrow. I hope 
they are sure of the peace by next week, and then 
they are right, in my opinion : otherwise I think 
they have done wrong, and might have sat three 
weeks ^o. People will grumble ; but lord treasurer 
cares not a rush. Lord keeper is suddenly taken ill 
of a quinsy, and some lords are commissioned, I think 
lord treasurer, to prorogue the parliament in his 
stead. You never saw a town so full of ferment and 
expectation. Mr. Pope has published a fine poem, 
called "Windsor Forest." Head it. Night, MD. 

10.. I was early this morning to see lord Boling- 
broke. I find he vras of opinion the parliament 
should sit; and says, " they are not sure the peace 
will be ugned next week." The prorogation is to 
this day se'nnight. I went to look on a library I am 
going to buy, if we can agree. I have offered a 
hundred and twenty pounds, and will give ten pounds 
more. Lord Bolingbroke will lend me the money. 
I was two hours poring over the books, I will sell 
some of them, and keep the rest ; but I doubt th^ 
won't take the money. I dined in the city, and sate 
an hour in the n'ening with lord treasurer, who was 
in very good.ihumouri but reproached me for not 

diniijg 
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lining mth him yesterday and to day. What will 
all this come to ? Lord keeper had a pretty good 
night, and is better. I was in pain for him. Night, 
MD. 

JJ. I was this morning to visit the duke and ^ 
duchess of Ormond, and the duchess of Hamilton, 
and went with the provost to an auction of pictures, 
and laid out fourteen shillings. I am in for it, if I 
liad money ; but I doubt I shall be undone ; for sir 
Andrew Fountaine invited the provost and me to dine 
mth him, and play at ombre, when I fairly lost 
-fourteen shillings. It won't do; and I shall be out 
of conceit with play this good while. 1 am come 
home J and it is late, and my puppy let out my fire, 
and I am gone to bed, and writing there, and it is 
past twelve a good while. Went out four matadores 
and a trump in black, and yet was beasted. Very sad, 
faith ! Night, my dear rogues, MD. 

12. I was at another auction of pictures to day, 
and a great auction it was. . I made lord Masham 
lay out forty pounds. There were pictures sold of 
twice as much value apiece. Our society met to day 
at the duke of Beaufort's: a prodigious fine dinner, 
which I hate ; but we did some business. Our prin- 
ter was to attend us, as usual ; and the chancellor of 
the exchequer • sent the author of the " Examiner-^" 
twenty guineas. He is an ingenious fellow, hut the 
most confounded vain coxcomb in the world, so that 
I dare not let him see mi?, nor am acquainted with 
him. I had much discourse with the duke of Or- 
mond this morning, and am driving some points, to 
secure »****. I left the society at seven. I can't 

* Robeit Benson, esq. fi. f Mr. Oldiiworlh. B. 
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drink now at all with any pleasure. I love white 
fbrtugal wine better than claret, chan^ign, or bur- 
gundy. I have a sad volgar appetrte. I rtn^mber 
Ppt used to maunder, when I came from a great din- 
ner, and DD had but a bit of mutton, f cannot en-' 
dure above one disti; nor ever could since I was « 
^y, and loved stuffing. It was a fine day> which is 
a rarety with us, ! assure you. Never fair two days 
together. Night, dear MD. 

IS. I had a rabble -of Irish parsons thismomicg 
drinking my chocolate. I cawnotrenKoACTaj^MMOt- 
m^nts. I was to have supped last night with the 
Swedish envoy at his house, and some other ooni- 
pany ; but forgot it, and he rallied me to d^ at iord 
Bolingbrofce's, who excused ine, saying, ** the envt^ 
ought not to be angry, because I serve lord treaeurer 
and him the same vray." For that reason, I very 
seldom promise to go any where. 1 dined with lord 
treasurer, who cl»d me for being absent so long, as 
he always does if I -miss a day. 1 sat three hours 
this evening with lady Jersey; but the first two hours 
die was at ombre with some company. I left lord 
treasurer at eight ; I fancied he was a Httle thought- 
ful, for he was jjlaying with an orange by fits, 
"which," I told htm, " amongcomm<Mi men, looked 
like the spleen." This letter shall not go to moirowi 
no haste, young women ; nothing that presses. I 
promised but once in three weeks, and I am better 
than my word. I wish tlie peace may be ready, I 
mean that we have notice it is signed, before Tues- 
day; otherwise the grumbling will much inCTease. 
Night, deal- MD. . 

14. It was a lovely day this, and I took the advan- 
tage of walking a good deal in the park, before I 

went 
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"went to court. Colonel Disn^, oneofonr society, 
is ill of a fever, and, Tve fear, in greal (fenger. We 
all lovfe him itiiglitiiy, and he would be a great \oSs. 
i doubt 'I shall Hot buy 'the library; for a rc^utsh 
'bookseller has offered sixty pounds more than I Se- 
sign'«J to give ; so you see I meant to have a gQod 
bargtiin. I aihed'with lord treasurer and hisSatut- 
'day company; but there Were biit seven at table. 
L6rdteterb6row is ill, and -spits blood, with a bmist 
he '^t before he left -England ; but, I believe, an 
Italianiady he has "brought over is the cause that his 
iJIness- returns. You know oldiady Bellasyse is dead 
at last? 'She has left loni Berkeley of Strfttton 
one of 'her exectitors, andit will be of great ad- 
vantage to him ; they say above ten thousand pounds. 
•I staid with lord treasurer upon business, after "the 
company 'Was gone; but -I dafe not tell you upon 
what. iVIy letters would be good memoit-s, if I durSt 
venture to say a thousand things that pass; but I hear 
so much of letters opening atyour post office, that I 
am fearful, &c. and so gtwd night. Love Pdfr and 
MD. 

15. Lord treasurer engaged me to dine with him 
again to day, and I had read what he wanted*; but 
he would not see it, but put me ofF till to morrow. 
The queen gOes to chapel now. She is carried in ati 
open chair, and will be well enough to go to parlia- 
ment on Tuesday, if the houses meet, which is not 
yet certain; neither, indeed, can the ministers them- 
'selves tell; for it depends on winds and weather, and 
•circumstances of ne^xaation. However, we go on 
■as'if it were certainly to meet; and I am to be at lord 

" The Address id answer to &t queen'* »i>eech, N. 
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treasurer's to morrow, upon that supposition, to set> 
tie some things relating that way. Ppt may undec- 
etand me. The doctors tell me> " that if poor colo-' 
nel Disney does not get some sleep to night, he must 
die." What tare you ? Ah I but I do cape. He is 
one of our society ; a fellow of abundance of tuimour ; 
an old battered rake; hut very honest: not an old 
man, but an old rake. It was he that said of Jenny 
Kingdom, the maid of honour, who is a little c^d, 
" that, since she coutd not get a husband, the queen 
should ^ve her a brevet to act as .a married woman.' 
You don't understand this. They give brevets to 
majors and captains, to act as colonds in the army. 
Srevets are commissions. Ask soldiers, dear urrahs. 
Night, MD.- 

1 6. I was at lord treasurer's before he came ; and, 
as he entered, he told me, " the parliament was pro- 
rogued till Thursday sennight." They have had some 
expresses, by which they count that the peace may 
be signed by that time ; at least that France, Holland, 
and we will sign some articles, by which we shall en- 
gage to sign the peace when it is ready : but Spain 
ha^ no minister there ; for Monteleon, who is to be 
their ambassador at Utrecht, is not yet gone from 
hence ; and till he is tliere, the Spaniards can sign no 
peace: and one thing take notice, that a general 
geace can hardly be finished these two months, so as 
to be proclaimed here ; for, al^r signing, it must be 
ratified, that is, confirmed by the saveral princes at 
their courts, which to Spain will cost a month ; loir 
we must have notice that it is ratified in all courts, 
before we can procl^m it. So be not in too much 
haste. Night, MD. 

17. The Irish. folks were disappointed, that the 

parliament 
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. pbrlidment did not meet to day, because it was St. 
Patrick's day ; and the mall was so full of crosses, 
that I thought all the world was Irish. Miss Ashe is 
almost quite well, and I see the bishop^ but shall not 
yet go to his honse *. I dined again' with lord trea- 
surer ; but the parliament being prorogued, I muat 
keep what I have till next week. ; for I believe he will 
not see it til) just the evening before the session. He 
has engaged me to dine with him again to morrow, 
though I did all I could to put it oif ; but I don't care 
to disoblige him. Night, MD. 

] 6. I have now dined six days successively with 
lord treasurer ; but to night I stole away while he was 
talking with somebody else, and so am at liberty to 
morrow. There was a flying report of a general 
cessation of arms : every body had it at court ; but, 
I bejieve, there is nothing .in it. I asked a certain 
French minister how things went ? And he whispered ' 
me in French, " Your plenipotentiaries and ours 
pl^ the fool." None of us indeed approve of the ■ 
conduct of atlar at this time } but lord treasurer was 
in full good humour for all that. He had invited a 
good many of his relations ; and, of a dozen at table, 
they were all of the Harley family but myself. Dis- 
ney is recovering, though you don't care a straw. 
Dilly murders us with his if puns. You know them. 
Night, MD. 

\Q. The bishop of Clogher has made an if pun^ 
that he is mighty proud of, and designs to send it 
over to his brother Tom. But sir Andrew Fountaine 
has wrote to Tom Aahe last post, and told him the 
pun, and desired him to send it over to the bishc^ 

* Swift never had the smallpox. H, 
VOL. XV. Dp *S 
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as his own; mid, if H succeeds, it will be a pure &t/«.' 
.The hishop^ill tell it U3 as a TK>il(krj /' tiiat he and 
his brother sho.uld jump so exactly." Ill tell you the 
pun, I£ there was a hatihey coach at Mr. Pooley's 
-door, what town in Egypt would it be ? Why, it 
would be HecatompoUs ; " Hack at Tom Poole's." 
Silly, says Ppt. idJned with a private friend to day ; 
■for our society, I told you, meet but ;once a fortnight. 
I have not seen Fanny Manley yet ; I can't help it. 
J^ady Orkney is come to town: why ^e was at her 
country house ; what care you ? Ni^t,' MD. 

20- Dilly read me a letta; to dj^, from Ppt She 
eeems lo.bave scratched her head when she wrote it. 
*Tis a fiad thing to write to, people v^hout taste. 
There you aay, " you hear I. was going to Bath." No 
nrch thii^; I am pretty weU, I thank God. The 
town is now sending Qie to Saw}y. Forty people 
tiave,given the j6y of it, yet there is' not the least 
truth that l:khow in itt I was at anauction <^ pic- 
tures,' t»it bpiaght none. I was so glad of my liberty, 
that I would dine no . where ; ' bnt, the weather beii^ 
fine, 1 sauntered into the city, and ate a bit about 
live, and then .6n[if)ed at Mr. fiurice's, your accompt- 
ent general, vho had been engaging me tiiis montL 
The bishop of Cl<^er was to hare been there, but 
was hindered l^.lord Pagefs funeral *. Theprovost 
and I sat till one o'clock; and if that be not late, I 
don't know what is late. Famdl's poem wttl be pubr 
Ushed on Monday, and to morrow I design he shall 
pteidnt it lord treasurer and lord &cdihgbroke at 
court The poor lad is almost always out of order 

* William lord Paget died Feb. 26, 17I2. N. 

. • . with 
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wirti hig i»esij. Burke's wife w hie siatcr. She has a 
little of the pert Irish way. Night, MD, 

21. Morning. I wiU now finish niy letter; for 
company will come, mi a stir, and a cluttar ; and 
I'll fcciep the letter in my pocket, and give it into.tha 
pqst myself. I must go to court, and you know on. 
Saturday I dine with lord treasurer of course. F?i«« 
weH, d^wwtMD, TWy Me, I^. 



LETTER LXn. 

iONDOtf, MAKCH ai, i^ia-rs. 

I QhV^ yow l^ter m Ihis night. I ^nei vnth lord 
»!«s^er tp 4^, and iiod he has been at a meeting 
»t Iprd jfcUfcx'B h<wee with ibur principal whigs j feu* 
^J^ is .rewJyed to begin a apeeeh against dieoi when 
the parliament sits; and I have begged that the mi- 
liistry wg fefff^ » mesting oo purpose to settle that 
^n^Wj *^ kit w he the sttdckers ; and I b^iave it 
yjfiiU Qi>m.9 to (SptnetJ^ii^* for tite wfajgs intended to at- 
t^<^ ^e ministfire: »nd if, instead of that> the mi- 
nisters li^H^i^ the whigSjk mil be better: and&rtho'^ 
I bpU|vi¥ w^^U attetyt. them on those very points 
they i^ewH'tO' attaf^ us. The parliament will b« 
aigain prpnjgued f^r a fortnight, because of P&ssion 
week- I. ^g^ tP teU you,. that Mr. ^GriffinbaB 
giyiQn ppt'j^ Jwptfeer A new empbymeut, about tea 
pounds a year better than his former; but more re- 
mote^ and conseqvMntly GheB|>er. I wish I could 
D D 2 have 
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bave done better, and hope that you will take what 
can be done in good part, and that Ppt's l»othet will 
not didike it. Night, dearest MD. 

22. I dined to day with lord steward*. There 
^rank Annesley (a parliament-man) told me'** he had 
beard that I had wrote to my friends in Ireland to 
keep firm to the whig interest; for that lord treasurer 
would certainly declare for it after the peace." An- 
nesly said, " twenty people had told him this." You 
must know this is what they endeavour to report of 
lord treasurer, " that he designs to declare for the 
whigS;" and a Scotch fellow has wrote the same to 
Scotland: and his meeting with those lords gives oc- 
casion to such reports. Let me henceforth call lord 
treasurer EUee, becauK possibly my letters may be 
opened. Fray remember Eltee. You know the reason. 
JL. T. and Eltee are pronounced the same way. Stay, 
it is now five weeks since I had a letter from MD. I 
allow you six. You see why I cannot come over the 
banning of April. Whoever has to do with ttiis 
ministry, can fix no time: but, as hope saved, it is 
not Pdfi's feult. 

23. I dined to day at ^r Thomas Hanmer^s 1^ an 
old appointment: there was the duke of Onnond, 
and lord and lady Orkney. I left them at six. Every 
body i& as sour as vinegar. I endeavour to keep a 
firm friendship between the duke of Ormond and 
Eliee. You know who Eltee is (or have you ftwgot 
■ already ?) I have great designs, if I can o^pass 
them; but delay is rooted into Btee*3 heart; yet the 
fault is not altogether there, that things are no better. 
Here is the cursedest libel in verse ccHne out that 

• Earl Poulet. N. . 

ever 
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wer was seen, called "The Ambassadress*;" it. is 
very dull too ; it has been [»inted three or four dif- 
ferent ways, and is handed about, but not sold. It 
abuses the queen horribly. The Examiner*!' has 
cleared me to day of being author of his paper, and 
done it with great civilities to me. I hope it will 
stop people's mouths; tf not, they must go on and 
be hanged, I care not. Tis terrible rainy weather, 
I'll go sleep. Night, dearest MD. 

" It was entitled, " The British ArotMUsadress's Speech" W tie 
Ficncb King. For publishing i^, Mr. William Hart, the printer 
of the Flying PosI, was tried in the court of Queeti'i Bench, June 
S7, 1713, and sentenced tci stand twice in the piltoiy, to pay a 
fiae of 501. to her majesty, to be imprisoned two years, and till 
he should pa.y th« said fine ; and to find sufficient sureties for his 
good behaviour during life. B. 
, + In the original Examiner, llie pastage is as follows : " They 
have been a lung tirae layinga load upon a gentleman of the first 
{Character for learning, good sense, wit, and more virtues, than 
even they can set off and illustrate by all the oppusidoii and ex- 
tremes of vice, which are the compounds of their parly. He is 
indeed fully accomplished to be moitally bated by them, and they 
needed not to charge him with nritiiig the Examiner, as if that 
were a sufficient revenge; in which they ihow as Uttfe judgment 
as truth. I hero pronounce him cJear of that imputation } and^ 
out of pure r^ard to justice, strip myself of all the honour that 
]ucky untruth did this paper, reserving to myself the entertaining 
reflection, that I nas once taken for a mau, who has a thousand 
other recommendations, beside the malice q{ the worst nieflr tA 
make him loved and esteemed by the best : This is the second 
time I have humoured that party, by publickly declaring who ii 
not the author of the Examiner. I will lend them no more light, 
because they do not love it. I could only wish, that their invec- 
Uve$ against that gentleman bad been considerable enough to call 
forth his public resentments ; and I ^tand amaied at their folly, 
ip provoking so much ruin to their party. Their intelleciuab 
must be as stupid as their consciences, not to dread the terrours 
of his pen, though they met him with all that spite to his person, 
which ihey ever expressed against hii order." H, 

34. U 
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t4. ft rained all this day, And ruined me itt toieh* 
Ytite. t went to oolunel Disney, who ib paatA&h^. 
'then 1 viKited lord keeper, who was it dinner; bat 
( wodM not dine witli.him, but drove to lord trea* 
hirer (Eitee I (nean); paid the coachmttn,' and wetrt 
in t but he dined abroad : so I w« forced to call th« 
fcoachman *gftin, and went to lord Bolingbt-oke's. Hft 
<fin^ abroad too i and at lord Dupplin*$ t lighted, 
and by good luck got a tfnner thercy and thai went 
to the Latin play at Westminster school, acted by 
the boys; and lord treasurer (Bllee I mean again) 
honoured them with his presence. Lady Masbam's 
cMest son, about ttvo years old, is ilt, and I am afi^aid 
will not live : she is full of grief, and I pity and am 
angry with her. Four shillings to day in coach-hire ; 
feith, it won't do. Our peace will certainly be ready 
by l^ureday fortnight: but our plenipotentiaries were 
to blame, that it was not done already. They thought 
thdr powers were not full enough to ^ign the peace, 
unless every prince was ready, which cannot yet be ; 
for Spain has no minister yet at Utrecht ; but now 
Van have new orders. Night, MD. 

' 45. Weather worse thah ever; terrible rain all day, 
put I was resolved 1 would spend tio more money. I 
\vent to an auction, of pictures with Dr. Pratt, and 
there met the duke ef Beaufort, who promised to 
fcOtifie with me-to eourt, but did not. So a coach I 
'got, and went to court, and did some little business 
"there, but was forced to go home ; for, you must 
Kinderstand, I take a little physick overnight, which 
Works ine n*xt day.- Lady Oritney is my ph3«ician, 
It is hiers picra two spoohftds, devilish stuff! I 
thobght toTiave dined with Eltee, but would not, 
pcierely to saj'? a slylling; but I din?d privjately with. 

-■ ■ * ,^i»*ripd, 
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a inepdt aqd played at oft]Jtire, and vroa six filings.' 
Here are aevend peoi^e of. quality Ut^y daad a£ Uiv 
smallppx. I have not yet s«en Miss Ashe,- but heMr 
ahe i« weH. Tbe bishop of Clogher has bought 
-abuodanoe of pictures, uid Dr. Pratt has got hin' 
very good pennyvrortha. I: can get no wdks, t&e. ~ 
weadier is bo bed. Is it so with you I Nig^, dear 
MD. 

36. Though* it was dnving day, head and beardy 
yet I waft out e^rly to see lord Bdiiigbroke,. a^d^ talk 
over af&ira with him; and then I went to the duke 
of Ormond, and so to court, where the mintstere did 
not come, because the periiament was pkirbgued till 
this day fertrnght. SVe had terrible rain and hail to 
-day. Our society siet ttus day, but I left'thena befixe 
seven, and went to sir Ahdrew Fduntaine, aad played 
at orabre with him and sir lliomas Oarges tiH ten, 
and th^ went to sir Thomas Hanittin'. His wife^ 
the duchess v£ Grafton, left us after a £ttle while, 
and I staid with him about an hour upoa sotne gSkin^ 
&C. LOTd'Botingbroke Jeft us at thq society boferel 
went; &tr there is an express lirom ^tradit, bati 
know not yet what it contains'; only I know' the 
ministers expect the peace will, be signed 'in' a 
week, whidi is a we^ before 1^ session. Ntgh^ 
MD. 

27. Fameirs poem is mightily esteemed; but 
poetry sells ill. .1 am plagued with that ****, poor 
Harrison's mother; you wotdd laugh to see how 
.cautious I am of paj^ng her the hundred pounds, t 
received for her son from the treasury. I have asked 
every creature I know, whether I may do it safdy; 
yet durst not vei^ure, till my lord keeper assured mb 

there 
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there was no danger. Yet I have not paid her, but 
' will in a day or two ; though I have a great mind to 
stay till Fpt sends me her opinion, because I^t is a 
great lawyer. I dined to day vntii a. mixture of 
people at a Scotchman's, who made the invitation to 
Mr. Lewis and me, and has some desi^ upon us, 
which we know very well. I went afterward to see a 
&mous moving picture, and I never saw any thing so 
{Hetty. You see a sea ten inches wide, a town at the 
other end, and ships sailing in the sea, and discharg- 
ing their cannon. Tou see a great sky with moon 
and stars, 8ec. I am a fool. Night, dear MD. 
.. 28. I had a mighty levee to day. 1 deny myself to 
every body, except about half a dozen, and they' w«e 
all here, and Mr. Addison was one. I had chocolate 
twice, wijich I don't like. Our rainy weather con- 
tinues. Coach-hire goes deep. I dined with Eltee 
and his Saturday company, is usual, and could not 
get away till nine. Lord Peterborow was making long 
harangues, and Eltee kept me in spite. Then I went 
to see the bishop of Ossory, who had engaged mo 
jr\ the morning;, he is going to Ireland. The bishop 
of Killaloe and Tom Leigh were with us. The latter 
bad wholly changed his style by seeit^ how the 
bishops behaved themselves; and he teemed to think 
me one of more importance than I really am. I put 
the ill conduct of the bishops about tbe first fruits, 
with relation to Eltee and me, strongly upon Killaloe, 
and showed how it had hindered me from getting a 
better thing for them, called the crown rents, which 
the queen had promised. He had nodiing to say, 
but was humble, and desired my interest in that and 
Bome Dtht^r things, This letter is half done tn fi 

weekj 
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week; I believe you will have it next. Ni^t, 
MD. 

79. I have been employed in endeavouring to save 
one of your junior fellows*, who came over hoe for 
a dispensation fiom taking orders, and in soliciting 
it, has run oat his time, and now his fellowship is 
void, if the college pleases, unless the queen sus- 
pends the execution, and gives him time to t^e 
orders. I spoke to all the ministers yesterday about 
it ; but they say, *' the queen is angry, and thought 
it was a trick to deceive her " and she is positive, 
and so the man must be ruined, for I cannot help 
him. I never saw him .in my life ; but the case v/aa 
80 hard, I could not forbear interposing. Your go- 
vernment recommended him to the duke of Ormond^ 
and he thought they would grant it; and by the time 
it was refused, the fellowship by rigour is forfeited. E 
dined with Dr. Arbathnot (one of my brothers) at 
his lodgings in Chelsea, and was there at chapel; and 
the altar put me in mind, of Tisd^l's outlandi^ 
mould at your hospital for the soldiers. I was not 
at court to day, and I hear the queen was not at 
church. Perhaps the gout has seized her again: 
Terrible ra^n alt day. Have you such weather? 
Night, MD. 

30. Morning. I was naming some ttme ago, to a 
certain person, another certain person, that was very 
deserving, and poor, and sickly; and the o^er, th^ 
first certmn person, gave me a hundred pounds, to 

* Mr. Charles Gniltan, afleTwanl master of the royal fre»- 
school at Inniskilling, founded, with s^ven more id the province 
(^ Uliter, by king Charlea 1. and afterward nobly eodowed by 
Erusmul Sicith, esij. N. 

, ' give 
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give the other, whidi I-have not yet done. IW 
person who is to have it, never saw the giver, nor 
expects one farthing, nor has the least knowledge or 
imagination of it j so I believe it will be a very agree- 
able surprise; for I think it is a haadsome present 
enough. At night I dinedin the dty, at Pontack's, 
with lord Dupplin*, and some others. We were 
tneated by one colonel Cleland, who has a mind to 
be p>veixKfr o( Barhadoes, and is laying these long 
traps for me and others, to engage our interest fot 
bim. He is a true Scotchman. I paid the hundred 
pounds this evening, and it was a great surprise to 
the receiver. We reckon the pesoe is now sigoed, 
and that we shall have it in three days. I beUeve it 
is preit; Eure. Night, MD. 

31, I thonght to day (HI Ppt when she told me she 
Supposed I was acquainted with the steward, when I 
^Bs giving myself iurs of being at some loni's house. 
Sir Atidrew Fountaine invited the bishop <^ doginu 
and me, and some others, to dine wheretiedid; aad 
be carried us to.tlie duke of Kent's, who was gene 
out of town; but the stevrard treated us ndiij, and 
ihowed us the fine pictures, &c. I b;tfe not yet 
seen miss Ashe. I wait till she has beea abroad, and 
taken the air. T^is evening lady Masham, Dr. Air 
fauthnot, and I, were contriving a lie for to morrow, 
that Mr. Noble -f-, who was hMiged fast Saturday, 

* Tben on« of Ac tellers of ch« p^cheqaer. H. 

( Kichari) Noble, an attorney at Ntw Inn, executed at Krn^- 
gton, for the murdiir of John Sayer, esq,, whose wife, the dai^h- 
ten-of adntiral Neviil, tie had seduced from her iiuaband. In 
bishop Fleetwood's works, p. 657. is a sermon on the deeth x)f 
Mr. NoUc, ittintcd without his name. N. 
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««8 recovered by his friends, and then seized again 
^y the ^bar0, and is now in a messenger's hands alt 
the Black Swan in Holborn. We are all to send to 
oof friends, to know whether they have heard any 
ihing of it, and so we hope it will spread. How. 
ever, we shall do our endeavours i nothing shall 
hB wanting on our p:u-ts> and leave the rest to for* 
tnne. Night, MD. 

April 1 . We had no success in our story, though 
{ seiSt niy man to sev««l housiss, to inquire among 
tl>« 6>otnien, without letting him into the secret i 
but' I doubt my colleagues did not contribute as they 
Qbght. Pamdl and I dined with Dartineuf to day. 
-You have heard of Dartineuf: I have told you of 
Dartineuf. After dinner vre all went to lord Boling- 
broke's, who bad desired me to dine with him; but 
I would not, because 1 heard it was to look ov^ a 
doll poem of one parson Trap, upon the peaoe. The 
Swedish envoy told me to day at court, that he wis 
in p:ext apprehensions about his maeter; and hideed 
W are afraid that princd * is dead among those Turic" 
ittt doga. I pretrailed on lord Bolingbroke to iante 
Mr. Addison to dine with him on Qood Friday. I 
suppose we shafl be mighty manmeriy. Addison i« 
to have a play on Friday in Easter week: 'tis a 
tragedy called " Cato;" I saw it unfinished some 
years ago. Did I tell you, that Steele has begun a 
new daily paper, called " The Guardian-f-:" they 
^y good for nothing. I have not seen it. Night, 
dear MD. 

■ • Charlei the Twelfth. H. 
f That paper bt^an to be published on Thursday, March IS, 

j7 12-13. :p. 

2. I was 
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2. I was this morning with lord Bolingbroke, and 
he telk me a Spanish courier is just come, with the 
news that the king of Spain has agreed to every 
thing that the queen desires; and the duke d'Ossuna 
has left Paris, in order to his journey to Utrecht. I 
was prevailed on to come home with Trap, and read 
his poem, and correct it; but it was good for no- 
thing. While I was thus employed, sir Thomas 
Hiinmer came up to my chamber, and balked me of 
a journey he and I intended this week to lord Ork- 
ney's, at Cli^en; but he is not well, and his pby^ 
sician will not let him undertake such a journey. I 
intended to dine with lord treasurer; but going to 
see ccdonel Disney, who lives with g«jeral Withers, 
I liked the general's little dinner so well, that I staid 
and took share of it, and did not go to lord treasurer 
till .six, where I found Dr. Sacheverell, who told us, 
^' that the bookseller had given him IQCA. for his 
sermon* preached last Sunday, and intended to print 
30,000." I believe he will be confoundedly bit, and 
will hardly sdl above half. I have fires still, though 
April is begun, ag^nst my old maxim; but the wea- 
ther is wet and cold. I nerer saw such a long run 
of ill weather in my life. Night, dear MP- 

• His (SnchevereH'O aernaoti, prrafhed at 8t. Savour's churchj 
in Soulhwark, of which he was on< of the choptaJas, on Luke 
xxiii. 34, oh occasion of the expiration of the three yean silence 
imposed upon him by the house of lords, in consequence of his 
impeacIimeDt in 1709. The sermon was published under the 
title of " The Christian Trivuoph," or the duty of praying for 
ourenrmies. In April, 17l3> he was presented by the queen to 
the rectory of St. Andrew's, Holborn, which had 'been held m 
eommtndaat by Dr. Thomas Maoningbain, with the bishopries of 
Chichester, B. 

^. I B?S 
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3. I was at the queen's chapel to day, but she was 
not there. Mr. St. John, lord Bolingbroke's brother, 
came this day at noon with an express from Utrecht, 
" that the peace is signed by all the ministers there, 
but those of the emperor, who will likewise sign in 
a few days ;" so that now the great work is in effect 
done, and I believe it will appear a most excellent 
peace for Europe, particularly for England. Addison 
and I, and some others, dined with lord Bolingbroke, 
and Sate with him till twelve. We were very civil, 
hut yet when we grew warm, we talked in a friendly 
manner of party. Addison raised his objections, and 
lord Bolingbroke answered them with great com- 
plaisance. Addison began lord Somers's health, which 
went about; but I bid him not name lord Whar- 
ton's, for I would not pledge it; and I told lord 
Bolingbroke frankly, that Addison loved lord Whar^ . 
ton as little as I did; so we laughed, &c. Well, 
but you are glad of the peace, you Ppt the trimmer, 
are not you? As for DD I don't doubt her. Why, 
now, if I did not think Ppt had been a violent tory, 
and DD the greater whig of the two ! It is late. 
iJight, MD. 

A. This Passion week, people are so demure, espe- 
cially this last day, that I told Dilly, who called here, 
that I would dine with him, and so I did, faith ; and 
had a small 'shoulder of mutton of my own bespeak- 
ing. It rained all day. I came home at seven, and 
have never stirred out, but have been reading Sache- 
verell's long dull sermon, which he sent me. It is 
the first sermon since his suspension is expired; but 
not a word in it upon the occasion, except two or 
three remote hints. The bishop of Clogher has been 

sadly- 
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lydly bit by Tom Asbe, who sen^t him a pun, ivhtdi 
the bishop had made, and deigned to send to hioi^ 
but ddayed it ; and lord Pembroke and I made sir 
Andrew Fouataioe write it to Tom. I believe I told 
you of it in my last; it succeeded ri^t, and the 
1»shop was wonderiiig to lord Pembroke how he and 
htfi brother could hit on the same Ihing. Ill go to 
bed soon, for t must be at church by ei^t to mor- 
row, Easter day. Night, dear IkJD. 

5. Warburton wrote to me two letters about z Mv- 
mg of one Foulkee, who is lately dead in the count/ 
«f Meath. My answer is, " that, before I ieceive4 
theiirst letter^ generalGorges had Tecammended a 
friepd of his to the duke of OrmoTid, which was the 
6rst tim« I heard ,of its vacancy, ^nd it waJS the pro- 
Tost tpid me of it." I believe verily that Foulkes was 
Dot dead when Gorges recommended .the other : ^ 
Warfnirtonls last letter said, thflt Foulkes was dfsd 
the day before the date. This liaa prevented me 
from serving Wartjurton ; as I wovild have done, if I 
had received early notice enei^. Pray aay or vmitt 
this to Warburton to justify me to him. I w>s at 
church at eight this morning, and dress«d apd shav- 
edafter I came back, but was too late at court; and 
lord Abingdon had Jike to have snapped me for din- 
ner, and I l^lieve will fall out for refusing lium : but 
I hate dining with him, and I dined with 4 pri\ate 
friend, and took two or three good walks; for it 
was a very tine day, the ArBt .we have had a great 
while. Remember, was Easter day a fine day with 
you? I have sat with lady Woraley till now. .N^ght, 

Ma 

0. I was this morning at ten at the rehearsal of 

Mr. 
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Mr. Addison's play, called " Cato," which ii to fae 
acted on Friday. There wa-e not above bdf a Goote 
' of OS to see it. We stood on the stage, aad it was 
foolish enough to Gee the actors prompted every mo- 
tneat, and the poet directing them ; and the drab 
that acts Cato's daughter * out in the midst of a pas- 
wonate part, and then calling out "What'a nctitr 
The bishop of Clogher was there too; but he stoodi 
privately in a gallery. I went to dine with lord twa- 
surer, but he was gone to Wimbledon, his dauber 
Caermarthen'g country seat, seven miles o& So [ 
went back, and dmed privately with Mr. Addieon, 
whom I had left to go to lord treasurer. I keep fires 
yet; i am very extravagant. I sate this evening 
with sir Andrew Fountaine, and we amused our- 
selves with making ifs for Dilly. It is rainy weather 
again ; never e^w the like. This letter shall go co 
morrow. Remember, young women, it is seven 
weeks since your last, and I allow you but five weeks ; 
but you have been galloping in the country to Swan- 
ton's. Pray tell Swanton I had his letter, but can- 
not contrive how to serve him. If a governor were 
to go over, I would recommend him as far as lay in 
my power, but I can do no more; and you know all 
employments in Ireland, at least almost all, are en- 
gaged in reversions. If I were on the spot, and had 
credit with a lord lieutenant, I would very heartily 
recommend him ; but employments here are no 
more in my power than the monarchy itself. Night, 
dearMD. 

7- Morning. I have had a visitor here, that has 
taken up my time. I have not been abroad, you 

• -Mrs. OUlield. B. 

may 
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may be sure; so I can say nothii^ tx> day, but that 

I lore MO better than ever, if possible. I will put 
this in the poatoffice ; so I say no more. I write by 
this post to the dean, but it is not above two lines ; 
and one enclosed to you, but that enclosed to you is 
not above three' lines ; and then one enclosed' to the 
dean, which he must not have, but upon eondition 
of burning it immediately after reading, aud that 
before your eyes; for there are some things in it I 
would not have bable to accidents You shall ouly 
know in- general, that it is an account of what I 
have done to serve him in his pretenaions on these 
vii:ancies, &c. But he must not know that yon 
know so much. Don't this perplex you? what care 

I I But love Pdfr. Farewell, dearest MD, FW, Me, 
Leie. 



BETTER tXIII. 

ZXINDON, JWHII. 7, 1713* 

X FANCY t marked my last, which I sent this dajt 
wrong; only 61, and it ought to be 62. I dined 
with lord treasurer, and though the business 1 had 
with him is something against Thursday, when the 
partiament is to meet, and this is Tu^day, yet he 
put it off till to morrow. I dare not tell you what it 
is, lest this letter should miscarry or be opefied ; but 
I never saw his fellow for delays, The parliament 

lirill 
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wil! now certainly sit, and every body's expectati<m«' 
ate ready to burst. At a council to nigh',- the lord 
chief jiistice Parker*, a whig, spoke agAinst the 
peace ; so did lord Cholmondeley, another whig, who 
is treasurer oif the househoid.- My lord keeper waa' 
this iiight made lord chancellor. .We -hope there 
will soon be some removes. Night, dearest little 
Mb.' ;■ ■■■ ; ■ ; 

■ 8. 'Lord Gholmondeley is this' day removed from 
hifl einployment, for his last night's speech ; and sir' 
Richard Temple, lieutenant general, the greatest' 
whig, in'-the armyj is turned oiit; and lieutenant- 
general Palmes will ' be obliged to sell his*regim«it. 
This iff the first, fruits of a friendship I have esta- 
blished between two great men. I dined with lord 
treasurer,, and did- the business I had for him to hi» 
Batisfaction; I won't telL you what it'waa. ' The 
parliaihent sits to morrow -for certaim - Here i» « 
letter printed in Macartn^'-s name,- vindicating him- 
self from the murder of diike Hamilton; T must 
give some hints to have it answered; 'tis full of Hes, 
and will give an opportunity of exposing that farty.- 
To morrow will be a very' important day. AH'the 
worid will be at "Westminster. Lord treasurer is aa 
easy as a lanib. ■ They are mustering up the proxies 
of the absent lords; but they are not in any &a'r of 
wanting a majority, which death and accidents hava 
increased this year. Night, MD. '■ ■ 

Q. I was this morning wilh lord treasurer, to pre-' 
sent to him a young son of the late earl of Jersey, at 
the desire of the widow. There I saw the mace and 
great coach ready for lord treasurer, who wes going 

* Afterwardi carl of Macclesfield. H. 

VOL. xr. El to 
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to parliament* Our sodety met to day; but I ex* 
pected the houses would sit longer than I cared to 
^t ; lo I dined with a friend^ and never inquired 
ijow matters went till eight this eveningf when I 
yfcat to lord Orkney's, where I found sir Xhomu, 
Hammer. The queen deliva%d her speech very wdl,, 
but a little weaker in her voice. Hie crowd wa» 
vast. The order for an address was moved, and: 
qppofed by lordi I^o^ingVm, Hali&i, and Cotr- 
per. Ijord treasurer spoke with gr«at qnrit and rwh 
Ijition; Icvd Fet»-borow flirted a|^st the dokfl 
of Marlbopoqgh, (who is in Germany you k<iow) tviA 
it WW in answer to one of loid -HaU&x's iipporti* 
neppes, The order fpr an address parsed l^ a mqtv 
tity of thirty-thrqe, and the houses n^e before vcu 
T^Ki^ the* apoount I he^ at lord Oriutey's. Tbft 
^hop of Ct:fest«-*, a high toiy, wy agahut the 
Qpmt. 1i\e duchess pf ^larlboroui^ sent for him 
soDit; mon^f agp, to justify herself ta him in vfia^ 
Igon to the queen, and ahew«d him letters and t(M 
bim. i^rie^ whi(^ ttn weak, man heUevod,, and was 
Qonverted. 

, )Q. I dined with a oouun. in thq cjty, and poor 
P^lflioljt was therek I have got her rogue of a bu9-> 
band leav^ to come to En^and from PortQu^yiQ. 
The- wbigs are m^ch dowq ; but I reckon tb«y b«v« 
9Pm« .Sf^^eine in agitatioiw ' 'Hus parliament tjino 
hinders our court meetings op Wcdijiead^fi^ Xtuirsr 
days, and Saturd^}^. I hsid a great de^l of business 
to night, which gave me a tempt^tiou to be- idl«^ 
and I lost a dos^ shillings at ombre mth, Dr. frsM 

* . t>T. Francis Outrell, couecmted to tktt see April 4, 
1713. D. 

and , 
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and another. It rain^' eVfery day, and yet we are all 
over dust. Lady Masham's eldest boy is very ilJ j. , 
I doubt he will not live, and she stays at Kensington 
to nurse him, which vexes us all. She is so exces- 
sively fond, it makes me mad. She should never 
leave the queen, but l6ave every thing, to stick to" 
what is so much the interest of the publick, as well 
as her own. This I tell her ; but talk to the winds. 
Night,- MD. 

11. I dined at lord treasurer's with his Saturday 
company. We had ten at table, all lords but my- 
sfelf and the chancellor of the exchequer. Argyle 
went off at six, and was in very indifferent humour 
as usual. Duke of Ormond and lord Bolingbroke' 
were absent. I staid till near ten. Lord treasurer 
showed us a small picture, enamelled work, and set 
in igold, worth about twenty pounds ; a picture, I 
mean of the quedn, which she gave to the duchess of 
Marlborough, set in diamonds. When the duchesa 
was leaving England, she took off all the diamonds, 
and gaVe the picture to one Mrs. Higgins, (an old^ 
Intriguing woman, whom every body knows) bid-. 

. ding her make the best of it she could. Lord trea- 
surer sent to Mrs. Higgins for this picture, and gave 
her a hundred pounds for it. Was ever such an un- 
grateful, beast as that duchess? or did you ever hear 
such a story ? I suppose the whigs will not believe it.' 
Prayj try them. She takes off the diamonds, and 
gives away the picture to an insignificant woman, aS 
a thing of no consequence ; and gives it. to her to sell, 
like a piece of old fashioned plate. Is she not a de- 
testable sliit } Night, dear MD. 

12. I went to court to day, on purpose to present' 

B « a Mr. 
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Mr. Berkeley *, one of your fellows of Dublin coU 
lege, to lord Berkeley of Sriatton. That Mr. Berke- 
ley is a very ingenious man, and great philosopher, 
and I have mentioned him to all the ministers, and 
have given them some of his writings; and I will 
favour him as much as I can. This I think I am 
bound to, in honour and conscience, to use all my. 
little credit toward helping forward men of worth in 
the world-|-. The queen was at chapel to day, and 
looks well. I dined at lord Orkney's with the duke 
of Ormond, lord Arran, and sir Thomas Hanmer. 
Mr. St. John, secretary at Utrecht, expects every 
moment to return there with the ratification of the 
peace. Did I tell you in my last of Addison's pl^ 
called " Cato," and that I was at the rehearsal of it } 
Night, MD. 

J 3. This morning my friend Mr. Iicwis came to 
me, and shewed me an order for a warrant for three 
deaneries ; but none of them to me. This was what 
I always foresaw, and received the notice of it let- 
ter, I believe, than he expected. I bid Mr. Lewis 
tell my lord treasurer, " that I take nothing ill of 
Him, but his not giving me timely notice', as he pro- 
mised to do, if he found the queen would do nothing 
for me," At noon, lord treasurer hearing I was in 
Mr. Lewis's office, came to me, and said many 
things too long to repeat. I told him, " I bad 
itoYhing to do but go to Ireland immediately ; for I 
could not, with any reputation, stay longer here> un- 

* Afterwards Ihe celebrated bisbop of Cloyne. H. 

+ Swift procured faim to be stint (ecratary and cbaplua to Si- 
cily, with tht earlgf Peterborow. H. 

lea 
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less I bad something honourable immediately givep 
to me." We dined together at the duke of Or- 
jnond's. He there told me, " he had stopped the 
warrants for the deans, that what was done for me, 
ml^t be at the same time, and he hoped to com- 
pass it to night ;" but I believe him not. I told the 
duke of Ormond my intentions. He is content 
Sterne should be a bishop, and I have St. Patrick's ; 
but, I believe, nothing will come of it, for stay I 
will not; and sol believe, for all our****.****, 
you may see me in Dublin before April ends. I 
am less out of humour than you would imagine : 
and if it uere not tl^ impertinent people will con- 
dole with me, as they used to give me joy, I would 
value it less. But I will avoid company, and muster 
up my baggage, and send them next Monday by the 
carrier to Chester, apd come and see my willows, 
gainst the expectation of all the world. What care 
I ? Night, dearest rogues, MD. 

14. I dined in the city to day, and ordered a lodg- 
ing to be got ready for me against I came to pack 
up my things ; for I will leave this end of the town 
(ts soon as ever the warrants for the deaneries are 
put, which are yet stopped. Lord treasurer told 
Mr. Lewis, " that it should be determined to nightj" 
and so he will say a l^imdred nights. So he said 
yesterday, but I value it not. My daily journals 
shall be but short till I get into the city, &nd then I 
will send away this, and follow it myself; and design 
to walk it all the way to Chester, my man and I, by 
ten miles a day. It will do my health a great deal of 
good. I shall do it in fourteen days. K'ght, dear 

)5. Lord Bolingbroke made me dine ^ith him to 
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day. I was as good company as ever : and ti^d me 
*' the queen would determine something for me to 
night." The dispute is, ffmdsor or St. Patrick's. 
I told him, " I would not stay for their disputes ;** 
and he thought I was in the right. Lord Masham 
told me, " that lady Masham is angry I have not 
been to see her since this business, and desires I will 
come to morrow," Night, dear MD. 

16. I was this noon at lady Masham's, who was 
Just come from Kensington, where her eldest son is 
^ck. She said much to me of what she had talked 
lo the queen and lord treasurer. The poor lady fed 
a shedding tears openly. " She could not hear U> 
think of my having St. Patri<i*s," &c. 1 was never 
more moved than to see so much friendship. J 
would not stay with her, but went and dined with 
Dr. Arbuthnot, with Mr. I(erkeley, one of your fel- ' 
lows, whom I have recommended to the doctor, and 
to lord Berkeley of Stratton. Mr. Lewis tells me, 
*' that the duke of Ormond has been to day with the 
i^ueen ; and she was content, that Dr. Sterne should 
be bishop of Dromore, and I dean of St. Patrick's ;" 
but then out came lord treasurer, and said, " he 
would not be satisfied, but that I must be preben- 
dary of Windsor." Thus he perplexes things. I 
expect neither ; but I confess, as much as I love 
England, I am so angry at this treatment, that, if I 
(lad my choice, I would rather have St. Patrick's. 
Lady Masham says, she will speak to the purpose to 
the queen to morrow. Night, dear MD. 

17. ■ I went to dine at lady Masham's to day, and 
she was taken ill of a sore throat, and aguish. She 
spoke to the queen last night, but had not much 
time, The tjueen says, " she will determinie to 

morrow 
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morrow with lord treasurer." The warrants for the 
deaneries are still 'stopped, for fear I should be gone. 
Do you think any thing will be done! I don't car6 
whether it is or no. In the mean time I pr^are foil' 
my journey, and see no great people, nor will see 
lord treasurer any mofe, if I go. Ix)rd treasurer told 
Mr. Lewis it should be done to night ; so he said 
five nights ago. Night, MD. 

18. lliis morning Mr. Lewis sent me word, thai 
ford treasurer told hini " the queen would determine 
at noon." At three lord treasurer sent to me to com^ 
to his lodgings at St. James's, and told me the queen 
was at last resolved, "that Dr. Sterne should be bishop 
of I^more, and I dean of St. Patrick's ; and that 
Sterne's warrant should be drawn immediately." 
You know the deanery is in the duke of Ormond'i 
gift ; but this is concerted between the queen, lord 
treasurer, and the duke of Ormond, to make room 
for me. I do not know whether it will yet be done { 
some unlucky acddent may yet come. Neither cart 
I feel joy at passing my days in Ireland; and I con- 
fess, I thought the minishy would not let me go; 
but perhaps they can't help it. Night, MD. 

ig. I forgot to tell you that lord treasurer forced 
me to dine with him yesterday as usual, with hid 
Saturday company; which I did after frequent re- 
ftisals. To day I dined with a private friend, and 
was not at court. After dinner Mr. Lewis sent me 
word, " that the, queen' staid till she knew whether 
the duke of Ormond approved of Sterne for a bishop.^ 
I went this evening, and found the duke of Or- 
mond at the cock^t, and totd him, and dedred he 
would go to the queen and approve of Steme. He 
made olgections, and desh^ " I would name any 
■= ■ • 6. n,<j,-.=^-h,CPther 



4%A SWIFTS JOVSSJO. TO STSU^. 

other deanery, for he did not like Sterne; -that Ste^e 
ijever went'tosee him; that he. was. influenced by 
itjie archbishop of Dublin/' &c. ■ so all .is- now broken ■ 
again. I sent out for lord treasurer, and told *hin» 
this. He' says, " all will do well ;" but 1 value not 
what he says. This suspense vexes me worse than 
any thing else.' Ifight, MP, 

20. I went to day, by appointment, to fhe cock- 
pit, to tal^ with the duke of Ormond. He repeated 
the same proposals of " any other deanery," &c. I 
desired he would " put me out of the case, and do as 
he pleased." Then, with great kindness, he said, 
*' he would consent ; but would do it for no man 
alive but me," &c. And he will speak to the queen 
to day or to morrow : . so, perhaps, something will 
oome of it. I can't tell. Night, own dear MI). 

31. The duke of Ormond has told the queen, 
"he is satisfied that Sterne should be- bishop;" and 
she oonsents I shall be dean ; and I suppose the war- 
rants will be' drawn in a day; or two. I dined at an 
alehouse with Pam^U and Berkeley; forlamnotin 
Jiumour to go among the ministers,, though lord 
JDartmouth invited me to dine with him to day, and 
lord treasurer was to be there. I said I would if I 
were out of suspense. Night, dearest MD. 

as. The queen says, warrants shall be drawn, but 
she will dispose of all in England and Ireland at 
pneCi to be teased no more. This will delay it some 
time; and, while it is delayed, I am not sure of the 
queen, my enemies being busy. I hate this suspense^ 
Night, dear MD. 

48. 'I dined yesterday with general Hamilton: \ 

fpr|;ot to tell you. I write short journals- now. ^ 

fc^ve pggs on the spit. This night the queen ha* 

' ■ 3 " ; »igned 
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signed all the warrants, among which Sterne is bUh(^ . 
pf Dromore, and thp dulte of Ormond is to «en4 
over an order foj making me dean of St. Patrick's^ 
I have no doubt gf hira at all, I think 'tis now 
past. And I suppose MD is malicious epough to 
be glad, and rather have it than Wells *, But you 
see wliat a condition I am in. I thought I was to 
pay but six huntjred pounds for the house ; but the 
bishop of plogher says eight hundred pounds ; firsts 
fruits one hundred and fifty pounds,- and so> with 
patent, a thousand pounds in all ; so that I shall 
pot be th^ better for the deanery these three years. 
I hope, in some time, they will be persuadfed here to 
give nie spme money to pay off these debts. I 
must finish the book -f- 1 am writing, before I can 
go over ; and they expect I shall pass nratt wint^ 
her^, an4 then I will drive them to give me a sura 
of money. However, I hope to pass four or five 
ponths with MD vifhabever comes of it. I received 
yours to night ; just ten weeks since I had your last 
I shall write nest ptwt to Bishop Sterne. Never man 
had so many enemies in Ireland as he. I carried it 
with the strongest hand possible. If he does not use 
me well and gently in what dealings I shall have 
with him, he will be the most ungrateful of man- 
kind. The Archbishop of York;^, my mortal enemy, 

has 

• A deanery wliicli Dr. Swift expected. N. 

t The History of tlic Peace of Utrecht. B. 

t Dr. Juhn Sharp, who with the duchess of Somerset, pr»- 
T«btect tlie queen from giving him a bi«hoprick. For sonic un- 
becoming reflections in his sermonis, he had been suspended Mmy 
U, 1686; was raised from the deanery of Canterbury t« iht 
archbishoprick of York, July 5, Ifipi; and died Feb. 2, 1713-14. 
your volumes of his icrmons were printed in 8vo, 1715. Ha 
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ioM «ent, b; ft third hand, that he wotdd be glad to 
see tab. Shall t see hitD, or not ? t hope to be over 
in a month, and that MD with her raillefy, »il! be 
mistaken, « ^t I shall make it diree years." I witt 
answer your tetter soon ; but no more journals. I 
diall be very basy. Short letters 'from henceforward. 
I shall not part with Latacor. That is all I have to 
fire on, except the deanery be worth more than four 
hundred pounds a year. Is it? If it be, overplus 
shall be divided ••••», beside usual •*♦•#. p^y 
write to me a good-humoured letter immediately, let 
it be ever so short, lliis af^r was cmied with 
great difficulty, which vexes me. But tb^ say here, 
" it is mudi to my reputation, that t have made a 
bishop in spite of ^1 the world, to get the best 
deanery in Ireland." Night, de^ MD. 

24. I forgot to tell you I had qteme's letto* yes- 
taiiay, in answer to mine. •••••• I made mis- 
takes the three last days, and am forced to alter the 
nnmber. I dined in the city to day with my printeTj 
and came home early, and am going to be busy with 
my work, f will send thisto morrow, and I suppose 
the warrants will go" then. I wrote to Dr. Coghill, 
to take care of passing my patent ; and to ^rviso), 
to attend him with money, if he has any, or to bor- 
rtw some where he can. Night, MD. 

S5. Morning. I know not whether my warrant 
be got ready from the duke of Ormond. I suppose 
it will by to night. I am going abroad, and will 
kse^ this unsealed, till I know whether all be 

tras an able Antiquary, and CKCclled in the B«11es Lettrei. Hii 
■< Observations on llie English Cuinage," form the XXXVth 
Numbf r iif the " Bililiotheea Topographica Britannica." N. 

f- finished 
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finished. I had this letter all day in my pocket, 
waiting till I hoard the warrants were gone over. 
Mr. Lewis sent to Southweli's clerk at ten ; and he 
said *' the bishop of Killaloe* had desired they 
should be stepped till next post." He sent again, 
" that the bishop of Killaloe's business had nothing 
to do with ours." Then I went mys«if, but it was 
past eleven, and asked the reason. Killaloe is re- 
moved to Baphoe, and he has a mind to have an 
order for the rents of Raphoe, that have fallen due 
since the vacancy, and he would have all stop till he 
has gotten that. A pretty request ! But the cleric, 
at Mr. Lewis's message, sent the warrants for Sterne 
and me ; but then it was too late to send this, which 
frets me heartily, that MD should not have intelli- 
gence first from Pdfr. I think to take a hundred 
pounds a year out of the deaneiy, and divide between 
***«. but will talk of that when I come over. Night, 
dear MD. Love Pdfr. 

26. I was at court to day, and a thmiaand people 
gave me joy ; so I ran out. I dined with lady Ork- 
ney. Yesterday I dined with lord treasurer and hia 
Saturday people as usual ; and was so de-deaned f 
The archbishop of York says, he will never more 
speak agaimt me. Pray see that Parvisol stirs about 
getting my patent. I have gi\m Tooke DD's note 
to prove site is alive. 

37. Nothing new to day. I dined with Tom 
Harley, &c. I'll seal up this to night. Vray write 
Boon. Farewell, MD, FW, Me, Lele. 

* Dr. Tluunas Undui;. B. 

LETTER LXIV. 
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LETTER LXIV. 

tONDOM, MAT l6, 1713, 

1 HAD yours, fj. 40, yesterday. Your new bishop 
acts very ungratefully. I cannot say so bad of him a« 
be deserves. . I begged by the same post his warrant 
and .mine went over, that he would leave those livings 
to my disposal. I shall write this post to him, to let 
him know how ill I take it. I have letters to tell me, 
*:'. that [ ought to think of employing somebody to set 
the tithes of the deanery." I know not what to do 
■at this distance. I oannot^ in Ireland under a month. 
I will write two orders; pne to Parvisol, and the other 
■to Parvisol and a blank for whatever fellow the last 
dean employed; and I would desire yoa to advise with 
friends, which to make use of i and if the latter, let 
the fellow's name be inserted, and both act by com- 
mission. If the former, then speak to Parvisol, and 
know whether he can undertake it. I doubt it is 
hardly to be done by a perfect stranger alone, as J^- 
vJsol is. He may perhaps venture at all, to keep up 
his interest with me ; but that is needless, for I ant 
willing to do him any good, that will do me no harm. 
Pray advise with Walls and Raymond, and ,a little with 
bishop Sterne for form. Tell Raymond, " I canno^ 
sncceed to get him the living of Moimed." It is re- 
presented here as a great sinecure^ Several chaplains 
have solicited for it; and it has vexed me so, that, if 
I live, I will make it my business to serve him bette? 
in something else. I am heartily sorry for. his illness, 
apd that of the other two. If it be not necessary to 
,- 1^ 
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let. the tithes tiil a mooth hence, yod may keep the 
two p^rs, and advise well m the mean tinie; and 
whenever it is absolutely necessary, then give that 
paper which you are most advised to, I thank Mr. 
Walls for his letter. Tell himy " that must serve for 
an answer;" with my service to him and her. I shall 
buy bishop Sterne's hair, as soon as his houshofd goods. 
I shall be ruined, or at least sadly cramped, unless the . 
queen will give me a thousand pounds. I am sure she 
owes me a great deal more. Lord treasurer rallies 
me upon it, and I believe intends it; but, quandof 
I am advised to hasten over as soon as possible, and so 
I will, and hope to set out the beginning of June. 
Take no lodging for me. What ! at your old tricks 
again? I can lie somewhere afler I land, and care 
not where, nor how. I will buy your eggs and bacon, 
**** your caps and Bible; and pray think imme- 
diately, and give me some commissions, and I will 
perform them. The letter I sent before this was to 
have gone a post before; but an accident hindered it; 
and, I assure you, I am very angry MD did not write 
to Pdfr, and I think you might have had a dean un-- 
der your ginile for the superscription. 1 have just 
finished my Treatise*, and must be ten days in cor- 
recting it.. Farewell, cJearestMD, FW, Me, Lefe. 
You'll seal the two papers after my name. 

" LONDON, MAY l6, 1713. 

« I appoint Mr. Isaiah Parvisol and Mr. 
to set and let the tithes of the deanery of St. Patrick's 
fol the present year. In witness whereof, I have 
hereunto set my hand and seat, the day and jear above 
written. Jo.vAT. Swift." 

* Hii HJitory of the Peace of Utrecht. B. 

*' LONDON^ 

, n,:,— ii,Gl.H)'.^lc 
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** lONOOK, HAT 10, 1713. 

I do hereby appoint Mr. Tsaiah Farvisol my proctor, 
to eet and let the dtlies of the deanery of 3t~. i4trick's. 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto stt my hand and 
aea)> the day and year above written. 

JoNAT. Swift." 



LETTER LXV. 

CHESTBB, JIHfE Q, 1713. 

1 AM come here after ax days. I set out on Mon- 
day last and got here to day about deven in the 
morning. A noble rider, faith! and all the ships and 
people went off yesterday with a rare wind. This was 
told me, to my comfort, upon my arrival. Having 
not used riding these three years, made me terrible 
weary; yet I resolve on Monday to set out for Holy- 
head, as weary as I am : 'tis good for my health, roan. 
When I came here, I found MD's letter of the 26th 
of May sent down to me. Had you written a post 
sooner, I_ might have brought some pins: but you 

. wcfe lazy, and could not write j-our orders imme- 
diately as I desired you. I will come when God 
pleases; perhaps I may be with you in a week. I will 
be three days going to Holyhead ; I cannot ride faster, 

' say what you will. I am upon Stay behind*s mare. I 
have the whole inn to rnyself 1 would fain scape this 
Holyhead journey j but I have no prospect of ships, 
and it will be almost necessary I should be in Piiblin 
before the !Uth instant, to take the oath^ other- 

~ wise 
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msa I must wait to a quarter session. X will lodge at 
I can; therefore take no lodgings for me, to pay in 
my absence. The poor Dean can't afford it. I spoke 
again to the Duke of Ormond about Moimed for 
Raymond, and hope he may yet have it, ibr I laid it 
strongly to the duke, and gave him the bishop of 
Meath's memorial. I am sorry for Raymond's fistula; 
tell him so. I will speak to lord treasurer about Mrs. 
South to morrow. — Odso ! I forgot; I thought I had 
been in London. Mrs. Tisdall is very big, ready to 
lie down. Her husband is a puppy. Do liis feet 
stink still ? The letters to Ireland go at so uncertain 
an- hour, that I am forced to conclude. FarGwetl, 
MD, FW, Me, Lele, &c. 
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